
JaJJaISAic)~dIRO.IfWhsI!ae3d!IDflalV

C

2
as

~tc



BUlK UF~DH~\SE AIvflZfl’IG VALUE
DOUB~ SKBINED 4Ex3t 4MM NEOPRENE SI~ETS £7.50.
CONTACT M\IDOIM COPTER

READY MIDE BlACK ONE OR TWO PTh~CE 41114 NETSUIPS £37.50.
CONTACT PHILLIP HTGOID

CAVING BOOKS
THE DARKNESS BEG KOITS • BY MIRT Ri FARR.
(AN HIST~ICA L ACCOT]fl OF CAVE DIVING)

CAVING GUEES
MEIIDIP UITDERGROUND. BY WIN & KNEBS
DAIESM\N CAVING GUThES (As AVAIThBDE)

CONTACT MkICOIF~

GEOLOGY
GEOLOGY EXPTh EED IN TIE PEAK D~TRICTO

BY WOLVEJRTON COlE

MIG\ZINES
BACK NUMBERS OF BRTPISH CAVER

CAVING INTEPINATIONA L
SWIEOLOGIST

SURVEYS
VIE HAVE SURVEYS OF THE M\JC~~ MENDIP CAVES AVAILABlE

WALL POSTERS
NE NAVE A FINE POSTEIE OF THE COLUNflS O.FOD. 5~p
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MENDIP CAVING GROUP

N}1MS1ETT~ NO 133
AuGusT~l9$o

.,

Ivas sitting. quietly.nt my desk on Tuesday Sth July, when the

phone rang. The caflerw~s Brian Prewer. to ‘inform no of the death, peacefully,

in his s1eep~, ~f Ben.Dors. ,.,, ~. . .. .. ...

Beai was buried, the, fo11~ing ‘Saturday at 1~riddy Church, the congroga

tion numbering ~r.o.und. 400....Possibly the largest. evel’ at that church. .

The scm]. aid of :~‘~P Caving owes. its.existence almost enbfrely

to Ben aiWhis acceptenc~. of the.cevi~g crowd, who..regulariy. filled his back

rpom., bar for mopy.ye.~rs doing. ~fl sorts tf...thing~ that most landlords would

not even drown of.. ~‘hny long friendships- ~e their existence to chance meetings

while singing epd ..boo2ing 4n thc.Fnppy atmosphere. of the.. back room.

Most., of our Wembers have spent.iong and happy hours in the Hunters

and have got to. know and have regard for Ben’s. character and. humour.

I personally got to know Benyell due to his long interest in shuvehe’penny,

Ben having .h~lpe.d rrni the local league for many years. . ...~. .‘

H::’’’, ery.few,.p?ople. have, ~he opportunity, and even fewer, the ability
to ~ke as many friends as. Ben has over theyears. The number of his friends and

the high regard that they bad for hin aaya more for Nthe manthan I possibly

could. He will be very much missed by all, arid especially by his cloge family.

We wouJ4 .l~ke~ to. p~er oir aincer~ condolences..to.his “family and especially

to ws ox~s..They will.n?rtainly not ~e. alone iz~:mpprning the..passing of:

such a f4endly ran.’: ~. ‘ ..~.. .~... . , :. ‘

Wayne .Hiscox. .

EnRAc~N.4BY .~NERA NEEDING . :‘~ :,;z’:

~n b.r~ordiz~ary General Meetingof the~ Group will be held .et the

old cothage, .tTo~raph.,pntbndip .on .Sunday:24th August at 2.3Opm. .

The 4genda will include reports: and discussion on.’the new cottage.

The aim,.is p4merilyinformetive. . :‘ - ~. ‘m’ ‘u :~~‘.‘ ‘ ~

B~RBEQUE
A ~rbeque will be held following the E.G.M. weather perm,ittingj

Val Knight idll .bØ running it with,Simon and: it will cost 75p per adult,

SOp per. child undo~ Ig: and free for, children, under 5.. Fbmbers should phone’.

Val as soon as possiUe on Wells 75805 and let her know h,ow ~ny tickets they.

require so sh~ qap:,~qsess . catering requirements. . ‘



N~W COPTA~ ..~.-.

Itmbers will be pleased to knotq.thet.work has started on the new

cottage, end in fact the walls are up t~ the fjrnt florn~ level. The first

Stage ~yment has been pnid end the second Stage Thyment is due just before

the.E.L~J1,

Fitting Out

The Committee take the ur~nimous view tFt theis responsibility is .

to complete the rebuildt~g of rtt~ cottagb os fl~idi~r~i possibTh0Thé intention

is .td-obhtradt out thegreáte~ paPt~ df ‘the fittiii ob ~i6Nc Tf1oó±’ rebuilding

fund runs out in the process then so be it. That is what: it was ijitended fof~

~ nwibOr of the- rigi~ibu~Idina ten~ have indic~t~&thet they are

not prepared to-take p&rt in the- reconstruction; Uithout &at~bli~iórk~öi~&e

the fitt:~i~ -out could:dx.~g. ~- ±‘~ ~eai~s. !bi~e of US want tO see that happen,

as thG*ios.s in income- èbdld iftoi~ thah off—~et ~ av~9ig&weHhi~ht ~ike~
This ihcomé taken ~Uer the next few: yst’s makel e’co~i-omfes h~reiro

El fewthémbei’&&i* keen ~ fl&ne~

~intfrg, then4hat -is- gob&iiews Cex’t~inly, ~fC will neeani6~dy to fit -~:.

the library fbr -example . Fith~*&er, workers --will héed~ to güani~tee &~trong,

dedicated team. Me thnn~t-riff±’d todele i~ibviñ~in. N~lcob do~t~±~i~ ge~kig’~’-’

.~ decorating-team together, end will be pleethed tt-~ .

There is some co4~ern perhops,aboüt wise ~inv~stment of:.b& build~j

funds. The Cottage j~:~jfr ~ investrnentiand shouldbe finiohdd as rapidly and

asweli as we ~re-eb1e. (tC might -~redibt that thd ~ro4 ~}iIl tiove~ioreth~n

it Imows what- to do Itith in- ±“itO y&±s tisne. -~ -: 1 •-- :.

-L~fis •~-~ :...2J~GJ ~

.All outatandan . l~zis hatC~&fbéOñ iOpa ide*&~pt fot~rfox’4~hich

we have no edd±’esses.>.:It iias -decided-tb~dothià-e9in th&”≠éebnt finaudial
position the Group has no right to hold on to them. Some of th&loènw ‘date

from five or so years ego. :.-

Ironically though it may seem the Group ntyweli neOd further 1O&1S

in order to.ooraplet& thd rebui1din~. -There is neverthOle~s ebthe ~oabt about ~-

thisand we certainly would not- be able- to judge~ the figure at thiCstGge

The aim behind: the-niov~e i& tbui~e oiit~ au-the bM -debts; stert’efresh

when, and if, we need the extra money. This will aIthogivSthe-apportuh±ty

for newer members to make a contribution rather than rely on the old diehards.

lDS~CUUcTION- -.-. - ;... H.

:.One o~--twcmembe~v~pèax’ to have the idea of bufrii~ün vast tracts

of ]~nd across -~ndip.’Perhapi I óm beithgña±v0 but-i re~1~ oahnot Oeé where

the money will oorne:Irom.- . .. - :- -- - - -.

The land Purchase Fund a~ defunct,endi~ inth~ cb~~ ot being -

wound up. The General Fund is intended for the everyday running of the club,



and is i~ any cane, insufficient to meet even a modest purchase.

the current building fithd ii fully aS itted to the rebuilding

progimme. iWither the Comnittee nor the Truátees have”én~jI euthority for ñsing

it for any other nurpose. In the circumstances, it is not surprising to find

that the Cominsutee has no phns for the purchase of further land.

Huw about getting the lieu Cottage built first’

Pete Itthews.

Dfl~2VENUE

I ow is the time to start thanking about what sort of Dinner we ~.rant

next year. Although everyone enj oyed last yeart a meal at the ‘Hunters, it is

well to remember that it was attended by only 50 people, which is the 2nit

for the room. Fortunately, no more members wanted to come.

Our ks~ Dinnei was also exc~llent value for money. The±’e wa~s no

service charge, and the Club made a considerable loss on ticket sales. Such a

combination is unlikely-to b~ repeated.

The sort of venue we are looking for is an hotel or restaurant within

ten miles of the Cottage. The nearer the bettef, b~it the cost Sf the coach is

unlikely to vary much. We could think of including Shepton ?~llet, Midsomer

Norton etc.

A’ian’C],tei~bative we’ ‘might .think ‘ofusifi~ a anal]. village’ hail and

caterers. This might represent better vAlue. Think about’1t1 Surfè’de sifrveyiiig

is a good getout frcm caving.

USE:OFEIjSeN.~~.** ~:‘•. u. u:

Cpmp~fluts,’have ‘keen received that the ‘chengLoal~ ~oilçt is being.. used’:

without a chemical charge. QQrtainly, the,:.practice :aPP~arS to be common. Such.

behaviour might be described as funny by some, disgusting by others. The toilet

is situated adjacefit to the kitchen’ improper use if the El~n is DANGEROUS

‘~T}~.FOLIOIflIG Po~T5.~~ ~..OBS~X~D . .. ‘: .

1 The Elaan must be emptied 1when half: ~,ull or at. thefl ond of e~c~ week.

end . Contents may be poured into the Cess Pit4 n&ar the New Cottage

2 The toilet should be hosed out and recharge with Elsan Blue Fluid4
Other chemicals, such as ernasUc, -are :unsuitable.

3 It’ chemicals era. unavailable, the. tofl9t is. .OUT OF USE
‘ .‘‘~ ‘‘. . ,~i . .. fl~ pni : t’ vit’

Failnrc to oouply with tiw~e nJ.mple points may lead to withdrawal

of the facility’.. ‘ .~ .. ,~, .: ~:



I4HETfflOGBM4F2E

Attendance on the last two South Wales ?heis w~~~.fla1 and compensation

~ms peas to S0W.C.C. f~’ 1os~ of hut fees. In the circumstances, tall remamang
South Wales ~qts~ Fnv& been cancelle6~ •.,,........~

A similar sit~tion applies to Yorkshire, where it would obvious]y

be irresposible for us to book up a long list of caves if n~ one as goa~g up.
Future Away ~bet~ will only be booked where numbers can be guaranteed, or if

there is a Fbet leader. The latter idea is not new, we used it a lot in the

past, end it is common amongst other clubs.
Whatchout you will be given atbet to organi~e3 2~ny of these will

be to the lesser knt~n ?Iendap Caves, or a site of your choice

5 Septenber i~nor Farm
6 September Walk to Harptree Coombe

18 October Tynmg Berrou

19 October Walk to Coripton lêbtin via !Thl?y
11 ‘

All the above trips lead by Wayne

COOPERS HOlE .

C on~. tulat.iona are due to Tony Jarrett. and :C~.iS ~ads~w on

their break—through. in~our.pld dig. Wprking~t.the-.rift~at~~e itclcof~

chamber, they gained access to a blocked aven. Use ~f~.acrqflqr he dpdging

the falling debris they reached a new chamber. News i~ that it i~ still going.
Itch of this comes about from a recent change of manager it Goü~hTs.

Caves. N6turell3r,;they are taking a keen: intereat in~the~A new

dig in theáfrx cafl itself is ~lso~rogressing~fl.

GOftTCHURCHCAVERI . ~ ~ H
With the numerous changes end additions to this caves the survey is

beginning to get a little dated. A•~i’ós15edt i~ot en4isaged by~~theu surveyors.

What arrethi .thoughtd óñ laundhiiij1i te~eth~iey~t .• .*~ . . V.

PROSPECTWEI4EMBERS *.*. .

Robert I~ge u iëthO~hiltm, angier:it~irane,’Eton, -BERKS.

Geoff±’etBarton~’5 Cribket~View~ P~indes R~; Webridge, SURREY.

ADDRESWCmNGES . . V•J .-~,:. :2i V • ~‘

Sinon and Val Knight 14 Rindens road, Wetlé, SSRSE ::

Telephone Wells 75805

Pete and Trisha ~thews 15 Defloott Close, Welwyn Garden City,

Telephone Welwyn Garden 2lO~S (They nova on 14 August)



CON~ATUThT IONS

Congratulations to Jane and Jesse on the birth of a daughter Eve,

on the 4th July
The editor also wishes to announce that .knn gave birth to a daughter

S~nt’~rieoni2thJu1y

SUESCRIPT IONS
Eric sayn there are still some subscriptions oüt~trniding f~ 19S0

PAY UP3



C ONI~’!ifTEE

GROUP ORGANmAT ION

Secretary WTE ~\TI~WS

T~1 (hone).

(work)

Treasurer ERIC D~IIEY

~et Secretary JOIIIT I&~CMILL\N

Tel (hone)

(work)

Cottage Warden ~113 HIBC~C

Tel (work)

Tacklemaster John Miriam

Tel (work)

Recorder Greg Smith

Tel (hone)

Editor Bryan Pittnan

WEEKTh~ MEET fIGS

Tel (home)

15 Dellcott Close,
Welwyn Garden City

Welw~n n 21018

Weiwyn Garden 23434 x 3436

32 Chequers Orchard,

Iver, Bucks.

11 Whitehouse Way,

~er Heath, Bucks.

Iver 652339

Slough 33611

3 Keward, Glastonbury R~d,
Wells Somerset.

Wells 72081 x 41

Glenville, Wheeler I~ne,

Wñiley, Surrey.

03)736 1212 x 272

il6 Meld Rc~d, thyes,

Middlesex.

01 848 3340

36 ~nor Way, Egltm,

Surrey

EgI~m 37540

These are held every Thursday evening at the BEEHIVE HTEL

227 High Street, Brentford, Middlesex.

CM JuG ACC 0I’ll’~ODAT ION
This is available at the M.C .G. Cottage, The Stirrup Cup,

Nordrach—on-$bndip, Blagdon, Somerset.

ULIG.R. ST55/5l50. 5605

29 beds are available, together with cooking facilities end other
amenities, including Caving Ubrary. Guest bookings must be made

with the cottage Warden.




