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BUIX PURCHASE AMAZING VALUE
DOUBIE SKOMED A'x3% AMM WEOPREHE SHERTS £7.50.
CONTACT M\ICOLM COTTZER

READY M\DE BIACK OHE OR TWO PIRCE AMM WETSUITS £37.50.
CONTACT PHILLIP INGOID :

-' CAVING BOCKS CONTACT M ICOLM COTTER
TH: DARKNESS BECKOHS, BY MIRTIH FARR,

(AN HISTCRICAL ACCOUNT OF CAVE DIVING)

CAVING GUIDES

MEIDIP UNDERCROUND., BY IRWIN & KIIBES

DATESM\Y CAVING CUIDES (AS AVA IIABIE)

GEOLOGY
GEOLOGY EXPIAT'ED I¥ THE PEAK DISTRICT, i
BY WOLVERTON COIE 1

M\ GA ZINES

BACK NUMBERS OF BRITISH CAVER
CAVINIG IHTEREATIONAL
SPEIEQOLOGIST

SURVEYS
WE HAVE SURVEYS OF THE MAJCR MENDIP CAVES AVATIABIE

WATL POSTERS
WE HAVE A FINE POSTEE OF THE COLUME O.F.D. 5%p

e
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BEIT DORS . o A PR L e
R I'wds 51tt1ng quletly at ny desk on Tuesday Sth Ju1y9 when the
phone rang. The caller was Brlan Prever. to- lnform me. of the death, peacefully,
in his sleep; of Ben. Dcrs. : : : "

R Ben vag. bur:Led the. follow:.nrr Saturday ot Prlddy Ghurch the congrege
tion numberlng around 400, Possibly the largest ever at that church.

. The SOCIal smde of Mendip Caving, owes.its. existence almost entlrely
to Ben andc-hls acceptance of the cevijg crowd, who regularly filled his back-
room. bar for many . years dolng all sorts of .things that most landlorde would
not even dream of, Many long friendships-owe their existence to chence meetings
while alnglng and booulng in the . happy atmosphere of the.back room, :

Most of our llembers have spent Jong and happy hours in the thters
and, have got to know and have regard for Ben's character and humour, - ,
I personally gob to know Ben. well due to his long interest in shuve ha'pemny, .
Ben hav1ng helped run the. local league for meny years. ”

e Very few people have the opportun¢ty, and even. fewer, the abllxtv
to make as many friends as. Ben has over theyears, The number of hig friiends end -
the hlgh regard that they had for him says more for:the men-than I possibly
could. He will be very much missed by all, and e&pec:ally by hls cloge famlly.
to Mrs Dors. Thay w111 certalnly nut ‘be. alone in:mourning ‘the. pagsing of
such a f;;gndly_man.; o C .
' I-Jayne Hiscox, - . ..
EXTRAORDIIIARY GERERAL MEETING L P

' An }Ebctmordlnaxy General Meetmgof the Group w:Lll be held &t the
old cottage, Hordrach on. hendlp on Sunday 24th August at 2,30pm. - -

’ The Agenda will 1nclude reports. and diseussion on-the new cottage,
The aimi;g_p;;mar;ly }nformat;ve,i  N
BARERQUE

A Barbeque will be held follewing the F.G.M, weather permittingl
Val Knight will be running it with Simon and it will cost: 75p per edult,
SOpﬁ?§f1éhi%d ﬁndé?llg—ang.ffeg for, children under 5 Memberg should phone. -
Val aé‘éoon as possible on Wellg 75865 and let her know how meny tickets they

require so she can gssess cabering requirements, ..



NEi COTTAGE e
Members will be pleased to knmlr'.‘tha_t.ggrk has gsterted on the new
cottage, and in fact the walls are up td the firet {lomr level, The first

Stage Payment lms been paid and the second Stage Fayment is due just before
108 BaG el e i e e v e e e e Sl

Pitting Oub

The Committee bake the umanimous view thtat theis respons:.blllty is E
to complete -the rebulldlng of ‘the cott'age as rapldly as’ poss:Lble., ¢he :Lntentlon
ig to contradt out the grester part of ‘the’ frbtlng ot woi'k. Ii‘ ou;t' rebulldlng
fund runs oub in the process then so be it. Thut is what’ it waa ifitended for,

© A nusbér’ of the original’ bulldlnv ‘tenn huve lndlcated 'E:hat they are

not prepared to'take part in the rec onstructmn° Ulthout 5 s‘brong work ‘Torce O *
the” Pitting ot could drag: bn' for years. lione’ of us vand o see that happem
es the loss in’ income could more than ‘off-gét any sav:mgs we mlght make. I
This incomé taken over the next Few years makes econo-ﬂles nor beem 1napproprla’ce

If ‘& fow riembers’ are Keen %’ tike 'on Some of the work, ‘such'es "7 7T
painting, then-that is good newrs, Certainly, wa will need money to Fit ot
the library for example. chever, workera will néed to’ f?uqrantee "y strong,
dedicated team, We cannét ufford to delay hoving “ifi. l‘lhlcolm Cotter is gettlng o
a decorating team together, and will be pleased to hent from Jou. - : SRR

There is some cogéern perhaps;-about wige “investment of" our bu:.ld:l_ng
funds, The Cottage is~our best investment and should ‘ba’ flnlshed ag rapldly end
as well @8 we are eble. One might predlct that the Qroun w:Lll have rors’ than
it knows what to do with in five years tlme. R S

: Leana e UL L i S o P L IR

A1l outsbending leins”have riow been répaid “excbpt four for which
we have no addresses. It was décided to'do this ag in the pressnt finmpoial =~ *
position the Group has no right to hoflld on to them, Some of the Tosns date =~ 7
from five or so years ago, .

Tronically though it may seem the Group maywell need f ﬁrtﬁe . 1oana
in order to.complete the rebuilding. There is nevertheless some ‘doubt abnut .0
thisand we certainly would not be able to Judge the flgure ot thig stege.
The eim behind the:niove ig t6 wipe ouf &l1l-the ofd- ‘debte ,. end gtart afresh
when, and if, we need the extra money, This will wlso’ give the oppor'bunlty

for newer members to make a contribution rather them rely on the old diehardas,

IAND SFECULATION - T
" One or-two membérs dppesr to have the idea of buying i vast trects
of land &cross Mendip, Perheps I am be:.ng na1ve s but I reaiﬁzy cannot aee where fon
the money will come:from,- ' e e R A
The Imend Purchase Fund ig defunct, end is in’ the ‘course’ of beihg * -
wound up., The General Fund is intended for the everyday running of thes club,



and :Ls 1;; any cane, msuff:l.clent to meet even & modest purchase,
N The crrrent bulldlng fu.nd 1s fully' comm:.tted to the rebulldlng
progmmme. Yo Lher the Commitbee nor the Trustees ‘have any euthor:l.ty for using" -
it for any other nurpnse. In the czrcumstances, :Lt lS not surpr:.slng +5 find
tha‘l:. the Gormn.Lucee Em:a no p]}ans for the purchase of further Iand.

Huw about ge'btlng the uew Cottage bu::.lt fn_ret'? S

Pete Phthews,

DE-?E-?ELF@’VETUF‘ ,

T noy s uhe ’Gll"‘e to start 'bhlnklno about what sort of D:t_nner ve want
next year, Although everyone en3 oyed legt year‘s meal ot the Hunters, it 13 B
well to remember thet it was attended by only 50 peOple ’ Wh:i.ch 1s the limit
for the room. Fortunate]y, lno more menbere wanted to come,

Our last Dinner was also excellen‘b value for money. There was no
service eharge, and the Glub made a cons.lderable loss on t:n.eket eeles. Such a
combination is unllkely to be repeated. | o

The sort of venue we are looking for is an hotel ror':c:eSi::aiurant within
ten miles of the Cottage, The nearer the bettef,' bit the cost of the coach is
unlikely to very much, We could think of ineluding Shepton Mallet, Midsomer .::
Horton ete, S e

N Eah"eltefhétive-; we might -bhink of usitig 8 small villsge hell end

certerera. This m:t.ght represen’t betver Value. Thmk about “it, Surface surveya_ng

is a good getout from cav:Lng. o

USEOFELSAN . e e et
Gnmplainte have - been rece:Lved that the- chema.cal tollet is being- used -
v:lthou“b a chem:Lcal charge, Certalnly, the- pract::.ce -appears to be commen,  Such. .|
betmviour might be described as funny by some, disgusting by others. The to:.let
is eltuated ac’l;}aceht to the k:.tehen- :unproper use o the Elsan is DANCLROUS

. THE, FOLLO.IDEG PO]I'TS MJST BE OBSERVED B

1 The Elsan must be emptied ;when helf full or ati the end of -eech. week
end . Contents may bhe poured into the Cess Pi%® near the New Colttege
2 The toilet should be hosed out and recharge with Elsan ‘Blue Fluid.
Other-'chenicals .such as eaugtic -sre unsuitable, -
3 . If chemicals ere .unavailable, the toilet is QUL OF USE
. B AL R S ) . nig npol o9 e Sl v wigt - s

Feiliwre o comply with these mimple poinks may lead to -wifb_hdrawa_lf
of the facility. . - . ... . . = . .-



MEET FROGRAMME . .. .. e ST i
At’oenddnce on. the ].dSt two South Wales Meets W&‘n: JILt and comuensatn.on

wes pa:uﬁ to S M.CJC. for loss. of, hut fees. In the clrcumstanues, all remmnlng

South Wales Maets have been cancelled- . . o
A s:m:l.lar sﬁsuat:.on applles 'bo Lorkthre N where 1t would obv:n.ously

be irresposible for us to book up a long 115'1; of caves 1f no one is going up.
Future Away ikebs will only be booked where numbers can be guaranteed g or if
there is & Meet Ieader, The Tatter 1dea ia not new, we used it a lot in the
past, end it is common emongst other clubg.

Uhatch out you w:.ll be g:wen a. ﬂbet to organlzel eny of these w:Lll
be to the lesser known IIend:Lp Caves, or & s:Lte of your. cholce. '

w

5 September Ao oem m_mor' Farn '

6 Soptember - " ‘Wallc to Harptree Goombe i
18 October - S Tynlng Berrow C
19 October o ' Walk 0 Ccmptm mﬁm 'v:ia Ubley
L el

“‘All the abcrve ’sr:i.ps 1ead by Wayne

COOPERS HOLtJ _
. o+ - Congratulationg ere due to Tony. Jarrett and Chris B:r'adshaw on
the:tr break-through in-our.old dig. Working. at the- rlft at. the _‘back -of the . . ...
chember, they gained access to a blocked aven, Use of 8, crmber whlle dodglng
the falling debris they reached a new chamber, News ig that it is s-t:.ll going.
Mich of this comes about from a recent chenge of manager at Gough's -
Caves. Teturally, they ere taking ‘a'keen: interest in-the rew disc overy. A new

dlg in the shw cave 1tself ig also: progressmg Welle o oo w iy
G(I\TCHURGH GMTERII R L T P

With the numerous changes and addltlons to thls cave, the gurvey is
begiming to geb a little dated. A prospect not env:Lsaged by-‘the" surveyors.
What ‘are the thoughts oh- launch:mg ‘o hew surv;ay‘? U LT el H
PROSPECT IVE MEMBERS . "7+ o’ i o N

Robert Page - -<Haemophilus,-Tangier: Merine, Eton, BERKS. -

Geoffrey Barton’5 Cricket View, Princes Road, Webridge, SURREY,

ADDRESS CHANGES * " :
Simon end Val Knight - 14 Rowdens road, Wells, SOMERSET -~
Telephone Wells 75805
Pete and Trisha Mathews 15 Dellcott Clome, Welwyn Garden City,
Telephone Welwyn Garden 21038 (They nove on 14 August)



CONGRATUIAT IOWS

Congratulations to Jane and Jesse on the birth of a daughter Eve,
on the 4th July

The editor alao wishes to announce that Ann gave birth to a daughber
Sian Marie on 12th July

SURSCRIPTIQNS

Eric sa;,—é there are still some subscripﬁions oubstanding for 1980
PAY UP}



COMMITTEE.

Sacrevary

Treasurer

Meet Secretary
Cottage Warden
Tacklemaster
Recorder

Fditor

GROUP ORGANISAT IO

ETE MATHEWS

..‘Tel (home) -

(worle)
FRIC DCAIRY

JOHIT MACMILTAN
Tel (hone)
(work)

WAYIB BISCOK

Tel (work)
John Miriam

Tel (work)
Greg Smith

Tel (home)
Bryan Pittman

Tel (home)

15 Dellcott Close, R .
Weluyn Gerden City

Wolwyn -Q@r@en Q1018 . .
Welwyn Gerden 23434 x 3436
32 Cheguers Orcherd,

 Iver, Bucks.,

11 Whitehouse Way,

Her Heath, Bucks.

Tver 652339

Slough 33611

3 Keward, Glastonbury Road,
Wells Somerset.

Wells 72081 x 41

Glenville, Wheeler Ilane,
Witley, Surrey.

0m 736 1212 x 272

116 Nield Road, Hayes,
Middlesex.

0L 848 3340

36 Manor Way, Bgham,

Surrey

Eghem 37540

WEEKLY MEET IGS These are held every Thursday evening at the BEEHIVE HOIEL

227 High Street, Brentford, Middlesex.

CAVIIG ACCCMMCDAT TOMH
This is available at the M.C.G. Cottage, The Stirrup Cup,
Nordrach-on-Mendip, Blagdon, Somerset.
IUG.R. ST55/5150, 5605
29 beds ere available , togebher with cooking facilities end other
amenities, including Caving Iibrary. Guest bockings must be made
with the cobtage Warden.





