ol

__e_ e?

Mendip Caving Group Newsletfer,

sty i

md}éﬁ}ﬁi_lfaab“‘ TR 0RO 134

“ROI\I SA,UNDERS‘ eorH B]fE'{‘l‘HDI\Y GEI_EERATIOI\S
“TH-wed Ron "Saunderst.-60th Bthhday
on Friday 19th September which -he"eel:
ebrated *on the hextdayswithig: trip
thr ough Suiddens Suitp % This! bt L £ollo
ved” by thrgw‘mg & party for the whole
Club-in Thé Hunbers thet, sveéning = .-
A11 this jolllty helpe& t6 meke that
Saturday one -0fYthe most memerable: for
a long time.T am sure the Club will:joln
mé " I say:.ng “Thanks Renfor-such & Greab
Day. RSN Manvarittenimé & letier “which
amply’describes ‘thé evan'hs,whlch follows
ﬁl’nfedlately below. ol

De&'r M.c'i' '." ST ;n . s o
i Phigody iy, heartfelt "Ehank You‘ to
you all “For ‘giving me a really memerable
S%h“Bhtfhday Party; and Ihn nob refler
r:l.ng naw Ho the: ‘one: 4o -which: I'*invited
Yoy delightgad &5"-T wma that 8o, Ny
bﬂ-.-jfou‘ cﬁme =“but: to thqt other .secrét
phrty An' Swildons which-you 8o success

" fully képt hidden from me unt:.l I

stumbled dnto Four midst,

For thé bendfit of- those membe:r:s
who- @ither ¢ouldntt ‘make the trip o
worss #ti1) couldhtt: come ot alleijust
:umgine being. about- three guarters of
the way to Sump 1 'ahd then quibe: ‘anexs
pedtedly ‘¢oming upon’ gome “twenty:,of your
frlends Tooking': :Lntently in- your-‘direct
ign, “gathered Tound & table onwhich
were a birthday cake with hghted candles
filled sherry glasgesy plates and & imife
(what no hapking}) iand Don Vosper:in a
waiter!s shirt, aqd then being joined
by, s 6me “ten more Hembers. fron the TenT.
Db. yqu think yoir wouldn‘t ave. bad Al
1ump :Ln ths ’Ghroa‘l; and,a tear :Ln the

I was such an. overwhelmmg surprise

NiLvfaney callmg'*ontne to make s speteh
“4n rep‘_ly £o Tonyls: temats I ‘doubb: if

&ny of you gave & £hought t0' Loosening
ponlders in the rpof with your s‘turdy
rendering of Happy Bi'rthday, IR,

And it didn't end there - 'bhere were

"cr»TTncae ’IEBUIIDING PROGRESS MEETING
fRON SAUNDERS‘ 60&1 BIRTHDAY DINNE;R

;AUTUMN MEETS PROGBJKMME .

GGTTAG‘?. RHBUIIDH‘IG PROGES PEEDING
CAn- Ex‘baord:lnarywabetlng of the =
Nendlp Cavily Grovpp was edliddsfmr -
2430, pitt "Suriday 247 Augustg to be eiv
cheiired by the Group: Secretary. Ag
only a handful of : Mbmbers ‘had arri:- _
ved: by 4 pm and there wes no. tap , aa_?_-._. i
for the berrel, thet meeting wns _
¥ duely qaticelled,  .: 00 v
Since that date many: members
expréssed a deaire for ansther - :
) opportunity to-discuss Cottage - doow
‘rebuilding progregs, A8 a.resulb: ?'l.u::
& date was fixed for 4pmiz20 sSeptember
afﬁer Roh ‘Saunderss: 60tH Birtbday B
Subtrreneaii Sherry' Shindigy when ' =i«
“many -ménbers. would nedoubt e dn - -
attendance. The Q‘halrnhn wnuld be
Robb:Le Gharnock. S
- The meebing -s*barted promptly at Apm
Wl‘bh 28 Fill ‘Metibers,- 6 Probationary -
Membera; 1l guests, arfd 2 ljarrels of
Fulléra. - f
Fric Dovley: gave h::.s report on tha
Groups financisl status, following:.. K
‘which Weyne reportéd-on rebuilding
policy,He pointed oubithet weabher: ... .
_ conditions had delayed the sicheduls by~
5 weeks, but it is: hoped tbet this
could be made up. '
Roger Wallington gava the Archi'becbsA

‘- Repert on a ‘sheet handed sround ab the
meebingy Lanplotiton] being 28 Novenbor, ..

~Members ‘Pelb.the Performance Band might.
notibe. needed go. dnstiucted Ron to move
slorly on. it, It was accopted thata - ..

. Jetmawher type: fire: be inswalled, the .

cogt of which: would, be. absorbed- wrbhin ’
the” rebulld.'mg contrac'b Tony Knibba
asked how much:money would-be left when
‘the cotirge waz completed ? Eric Dowley

_replied s probably mogt of . it would have
" -been’ spent.  Malcolm Qotter weg. in favorr

-of ‘mémbérs painting the- cobtage. Wayne: -
replied. thet we now havera more accep’o
able quote for painting.:Cost.of mater
inls aldne would be £300-and Malcolm

. wouwld have to orgenise 8 painbting temm,

1



more surprises for one at The Hunters-
the Birthday Card.signed-by.you all but
eveh mors to be tressured, a aigned
copy of the limited edition of 'A Pictor:
in] History of Swildons! and’ yet ‘another
Birthday Cakel .

It wasn't just & smashmg even:.ng but
an absolutely super day.

Thenk you for your cards ettdre-and
good wishes,

Yours very sincerely
Ron Saunders.

COTTAGE MEET ING CONT INUED
Roger Wallington added:thet’ hisiidea’ waﬁ
to buy the bunkst in modulari fors-* intuo
bunk unditaiwhieh Mco,;rld thenkolt. ko -
gether-in any eonfdguratien we wanted,: ”
Ron Seunders~engiiired aboud: mattrogses
we need;6f 3V:x2%t 64 gize, Dave- Hodby
said thet:the eost of: th&ae cnld ‘oe
from O -£5-eachy o+ - ~17 :
Tony Knibbs offered g e motr:e*mzromth
goats for-the New Cetbtage, '~
n water- heat:.ng it m’agreed tl'rrb
an Blectric Storage Syatem: would: best.
suit ourneeds.xThe cmtxwill ‘het included
in thé Gonract Sum, -« % Henl o
Thereswas: &' ladk’ oﬂw enthuﬁiasm abuut
heving -any:more ;ingurence. than.we; have -
at present,. Nembers should: be;zespmgible
for themselves and-bhelr .awh property.: -,
In Any Obher Business itk wasiagreed::
that: Itswoild ~be; &-giood: ;ides for sore me.
to orgeniss-a SummervExped:rb:Lon riexct; 1 ;
years: Pete. Methews: dnhends to back:: ".Ehe
Star for next year's Dinner, unlges:eny
onescan: ¢ ome - up. wi‘bh A mbetter sﬁggzeata.on
bef ore. December.e: iy 1t wi :
It ‘wa'g. agreecé tbat plicn nego’biate the i
purchagd:‘of ;mare’ land: surrdunding the - -
gite from.Jim Fryd Rou Saundere:deid :
that we mugb-ach -qu:Lckly and.We . wmﬂd
have 'boraise separate f.‘.:tmnce for the :
purpdaa Wiy chet i
> Tony’ Kn:l.bbs arsked‘ thsa’b 'i:ackle be avajl
able ‘it dehdtpi T wastapreed bo. wdpain;
£he Tacklé Gupboard -and “re gtock- ity ﬂl
netbers would -be issued with a-key te i’ce
but gomé” tackle wag gtlllito"be held- By*l
the TackTcnaster i Lohfom:fdr avay. TiebYs
which would“be gvailable o requent - ;
The ‘Editor: sadd “that thete "Had- nob; ”i
veen & September Newslebter: dueto™a: 7}
ack “of aon'brlbutions, -andvhe™wag worriad
£Hat Shib mémbers-wers  not-bedng képb ,
#pHo daté With currertdevelopnentd . Bhe
Fbeting-‘recomended “that theresshould bs !
greatef collabbmtion betbreen the Edl'bOI‘

,f
o
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_Aubumn Mecte Programmei The sigreed

\ progranme is published further on in
tni% Newslebber.

S Finally the Mpeting recorded a vobe
of thenks o Pete Methews ( Pete was |
fiot &t the meeting) and closed at 6 30,

WITGHES BREW ‘

; When the majority of our. members W
were entertaining me dowm Swildome ° |
Hole on the20th of September, five of
our ladies, Margeret Saunders, Maribell
Penn, Jban Dowley, Julie Burton:snd Anne
Seuhders were 1eft b roam tha1 Friddy'
cbuntryside, - -« v e o )

Oh calamity}. ook at the sereaming,

» headlindg: of -the next dey'éiBimday. -
Expregs= Where did-they go?- Wi'nt did ‘I
they do%: They hérs togetﬁeri sl

R R IR SR - ..,--""u‘ e ;_J"i

WH\T-WERE" FIVE NAKED i«romm TP TOR )

I-iTHE WO - DR TE v

< Ofer-¥he™ yeers M.'- Ké!nneth Sﬁarplen:
and hiw yellw Tabrad o Geatp hed .

Z»ehFoyed meny: & . eight- aurmg their:.

regular walks through Steck Hild: Woud;
The 59 yeer old :bachelor and his dog |

wandered between the pines of.the «w.
Manddp: H:.l]is in’ Somerse’c we’crch:!ngxthel

'a‘faéaam’;xa Gomd and go.

" Phe-@pring brought. tha buﬂs 'i'at- M‘r;
sm'p:is*s L 8elight; ih, end:the saquiry
ela’ for Graip tovehade: if he Felt Liké
Aty The stuimey alowéd: their ‘pete Mhi'.lp
bringingdte o’ plea’am'e 5 and come e’
autumh there were fallen leaves, for-,
Graip to roll.in; .and. colcnrs fur M,
Sb&rplea to marvel Bl o

~Evedy: thing ~orer” b yeara was in-.
Yariably: ihs order,.” Nerbure: J.'b seemed
forever:went her ouh way.:

»¥wBlt’ then, " tne day et dusk, Mr shar»
oples end il 'dugt came: face to fecewith
a*ome‘th:mg conpletely differentse ..«

48 they 'stroder inbo.a .Jeafy glade

slein-tHe-heert of Stock: Hi¥l Wood, nerar,'
. thet village' of: Priddy, “they -bappened - |
actods>five i ked: W snlen. and- five men 4
dreéiae& Adfwhite’ cToaka, - :
T Within-mitutes’ whet had a‘bruuk Mr
Sraffﬂes &4’ bizzare: . burmed- into farcm
" T olloved Gralp inte the clearings:
me of the men pointed & atick at Gra:&.p

- ;............k.u..\-'....c...

DL

8nd-the ‘diog welit up o’ himyr grabbed the

‘giele end brought. 1tdeck Lo .tm-p]_eg
droppmg it et his Péety iCraip then ran
¥ ‘orfgs.of “the' nude women - 'y Jumped - up. &b
Kors @nd ‘pinned her- ‘againgt & tree M-
Skmrples called h:Lm off The dog then

el "i



went back to the man who pointed the
stick at him, grabbed his cape and
tore the bobtom off it. fmip reburned
to hig owner barking, then picked up
the stick, a kind of polished cane,
but Me sharples called him off and he
dropped it. During all this these people
never spoke s word, The women were .
middle aged, anyway they were nob young

Mr Sherples saidd he hed read about
things like this before but he hed never
come ecross anybhing like it., They must
have thought they were completely on %
their own, And they soon were as Mr
Sharples and Graip book themselves off,

"Tt wag a little bit scary, but my
biggest trouble was trying to keep my
frce straight. They were stand:.ng in a
circle and there was a cesé in the ~
middle which was not open", He dontin
ved "I think my eccidental intrusinn
myst have spciled what they planned to
do. I have no idea what they had in i
mind but Graip seemed~bo Take the atti
tude that everything was nobt asg it
ghould be. The wood is quite a popular
pienic ‘spot but you don't take your
¢lothesoff to bave & picniec do you?
Well mos’o people don't.®

n

The next time I'm on Mendip, I'll

visit Stneck Hill Wood, Anyone coming?
Rop Saundera

WITCH OF WOOKEY

Deep.in & drear and dismal cell v
which seemed and wag ycleped hell
A Blear-eyed heg did hide
Nine wicked elves &s legends sayne she
echose to form her guardian train
And kennel near her side
Here ssrooohing owles oft mede their
nest while walves ibs craggy sides

poRegsed

Wight-howling through the rock
No wholesome herb could here be found
ahe blasted every plant eround
And blistered every flock

From Wookey Hole thﬂ:a wikeh would

priwl

pid Cucwo Loom nocth hor death Tlack
cawl

The land both far and near

Her Haggard face was foul to see her

moubh unmeet a moubh te be

Her eyne of deadly leer

The country round did trembling ereep

for fear til one chill winter deep

Thairgouls could no more bear

" Then three they journeyed all forlamn

to Glaston shrine of winters thorn

And here their suit declare

In Glaston dwelt a saintly wright who
henving” of her fell despite
Gave to Our Lord @ prayer

Thup strengthened for these pecples gake

did esk snd though their hearts did quake
They legd him to her Iair

The hag perceiving well thias smge did
curge and spell incant and rage

The air with evil howls

Angd sliming black the sreamlests run

and bitter glows the sun

The blood-dark night wolf growls

There locked in battle goed end ill
the saint fast stands serene and still
While round the storm bolt sears
Then with the force of good he strives
to quell the evil free the lives
Of those whoge cause he bemrs
The moresthenseerthly powers sway from
crow dark night %o bress bright day
These two in combat lock -

Til slowly eldritch curses fade and
ghostly quist fills the glade
And silence laps the rock

The witeh her Fesrful power sapent

Wwill not of evil still repeht

Defisnt meets his eye

The saint whose good hms conquered all
gives thmnkg to CGod that from his thral
The land now free does lie

He chanted out his godly book he ecrpssed
the water blessed brook

Then pater noster dohe

The ghastly hag he sprinkled oler when
1o yiore glooft-e hug Befare

Now sbood a ghastly -stone

Full well Ttis told and to this day with
limed hair and rimed with clay

Stil) stands that ghastly stone

Part of the 'Strawhead® group reper
tolre-and dates from probably the late
1500ts or early 1600%s

NEW M.C.G. NAME?

After hearing the commenbs upon the
halt, the sick, the lame, the wounded
and the aged members of the M.C.G.

who achieved in quite extraordinary
odreumgbanssaibha deecent and ascent
of Swildons on 20th September, and

- after making due alléawances for their

general behaviour before during and
after the gaid trip, may I proposs
that this Charity be renmmed and hence
forth more appropriately called the

Merry Cav:mg Geriatries

Ron Sgunders



. .BUIK. PURGmSE AM\ZI[“G VA TUE : L
... DOURIE SKINNED 4'x3% 4MM NEOFREIE SHEETS £7 50. -
. CONTACT. MsmOLM corTE;R . :

. BEADY MIE BTAGK CIE OR THO PIEGE 4uM W"TSUITS 5:37 50,
CONTAGT PHILLIP THGOLD |

CAVTNG BOGKS CONTAGT mmom COI‘TER
1 7IE DARKNESS BECKONS, BY MRTIN FARR, N
© " (4 HISTGRICAL AGCOURT OF CAVE DIVING) .

. .GAVIEIG GUIES © '
MEHDIP UNDERGROUKD. BY RV I & KNIBBS
. DAIESM\N CAVING GUIDES (AS AVATIIA BIE)

"' GEOLOGY -
GEOLOGY EXPIA NED 114 THE PEAK DISTRICT.
BY WOLVERTON COFE

Y MGAZINES L ST
BAGK NUMBERS: CF BRITISH CAVER C
.. .. 'CAVING TNIERMATIOHAL -

" SPEIEOLOGIST

-SURVEYS
WE H.W'E SURVEYS OF THE MMJR MEII\TDIP GAV‘?S AVAIIAB]'_E

WA LL POSTERS ' : ;
WE HAVE A FINE POSTER OF THE COIUMIS ‘O.‘F.D..' '509'-




MEET PROGRAMME

18/19 October Tynings Berrow Swallet + 2 Barrels + 4 Birthdays
Trip Ieader Wayne

S T, .

%/8 November Northwest Stream Passage + Members weekend
Trip leader Tony Knibba

14/15 Wovember Tony Snell & Misicians + 12
21/22 Tevémbsd Swildeny Trio-leadbr: Yehhatban Roberts
28/29 November Tony Snell +10

5/6 December Trupe Iane + Barrel
Trip Ieader Fat Walsh

19/20 December Trip te be anneunced later see Wayne
ADDRESS CHANGES '

Allan Rarity Berzylands 37 Bffinghem Reed, Surbiten) Surrey |
Mike Lovell 4% Settringten Clese, Mill Green, Lewer Early, Reading, BERKS,

NEW ADDIFIONS . ST
Cengratulatiens  to Mike & Elaine Brace en the birth eof . their. sen Methew en 21 st,
Auguﬂto

s - - - PR, ! ——— [

CAVES AND KARST _ -

Nevember 14 — 16 1980 ST

A weekend ceurse fer the ameteur gesligist, Includes
undergreund visits and surface walks, Evening Talks
by Dr T.D.Ferd, & Dr A.C.Walthanm,

Further deteails can be ebbeined frsm Peter Tewnsend,
Principal, Pemk Netienal Park Study Centre,
Lesehill Hall, Cestleten, Derbyshire.




GOTTAGE RUIES |

At THE END OF ANY COITAGE MIET TI-IE FOLLG«T]I‘IG II‘]STRUCTIONS
MiST BE EXECUTED, :

1 TURN FF GAS AT CYLINDER .
2 TURN OFF EIECTRICITY AT SWITCH BOARD

3 BEIWEEN OCTORER AND ATRIL TURN OFF WATER AT STOP CCCK UNDER
COrTAGE

4 RUBBISH SHOUID BE IEFT NEAR THE ROAD IN PD\STIC SACKS (R
BXXES F(R COLIECT JON ON MONDAY MORNING

5 EMPTY EISAN INTO CESSPIT NEAR NEW BUYIDING, LIFTERS ARE
FROVIDED F(R REMOVA L. AND REPIACEMENT COF THE M\NHOLE COVER .*-
- THE EISAN MUST- BE EMPTIED WHETHER FULL (R .NCT. - -
NOIE IT IS BETTER TO EMPTY THE EISAN WHEN IT IS ONLY HI‘,]F
FULL DUE TO THE DISTANCE TO THE CESS PIl‘ IT MUST AINAYS .
B REFILIED USING EISAN FIUID. . .

6 IF ANY ESSENFIAL ITEMS ARE NOT-AVAIIABIE IN THE COPTAGE
E.G. WASHING UP LIQUID, TOIIET ROLIS, EISAN FIUDD, EIC.
THRY M\Y R PRCHASED AND DEDUCTED FHOM GOTTAGE FARES.
THE NEAREST ST(RES IS IN WEST HARPTREE



GROUP ORGAHISAT ION

e

COMMITTER
Secretary PETE MATHEWS 15 Delloobt Close, I
- Welwyn Carden City B
Tel (home) . Welwyn CGarden 21018 "4
A ~ {work) _Welwyn Garden 23434 x 3436
Treagurer ~ ERIC DOWIEY - 32 Chequers Orchard, o
e Iver, Bucks.
Meet, Secretary JOHN MACMITIAN - - 11 Whitehouge Vay,
S .« " Ifer Heeth, Bucks,
Tel (home) Tver 652339
S . {(work ) Sleugh 33611
Cottage Warden  'WAYNB RISC(X 3 Keward; Glastenbury Roed, -
- Wells Somerset.
_ ~ Tel (work) Wells 32081 x A1
Tacklemegter John Miriam Glenville, Wheeler Imne,
Witley, Surrey,
Tel (work) O% 736 1212 x 272
Rec order Greg Snoith 116 Nield Read, HByes,
Middlesex.,
Tel (home) 0L 848 3340
Editor Bryan Pittram 36 Menor Way, Egham,
Surrey
Tel (home) Egham 37540

WERKTY MEET THGS These mre held every Thuradey evening af the REEHIVE “HOTEL
227 High Street, Brentford, Middlesex,

CAV G ACCOMMODAT TOH
This is available &t the M,C,G, Cottage, The Stirrup Cup,
liordrach—-on~Mendip, Blagdon, Somerset,
UiG.R. ST55/5150,5605
29 beds ere available, together with cooking facilities end obher
amenibies, including Ceving Iibrery, Guest bookings must be mede
with the cotbtage Warden.





