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‘~RON SAJJNDERS’ 60tH B]~PBDAY CF.IEBRAT IO~E
- - It was Ron S&mders’ 60th Thrthday

on Friday 19th September which •h&~èp~.
ebrated b~\ the n~xt aay.~with’.a trip
through Si~~ SurnØ 1. This b~t folio
wed by thrpwmg a j~rty for the whole
Club-in Thè~Huht&s th&t; -~eni~:

All this j.oflity helpe8 to make tEat
Sátórd~fr one ~f~’tho inaat~niE’therable: for
a long time.I am sure the ClubwilLcjoin
m~ k~ iat~kd1t~n~for~sucb é: &‘e&t
Day. R8n Mn~ritten me a lettex’ which
~mp~y’~describe3 the events,whach follows
iitceda~tely below. -

- Edh.tor
Dear M.C.G,

‘This,~’s my heartfelt ‘~?~nk You’ to
yäu all’for giving me a reafly memerable
60thr~EfrtIbd9y F~rty, and I1rq not reFer
ring nC~t tb the one~ to .whaaB 1—iDvited
you, delighted as I was that’ so many
~ y~oucéme — but to t~t other secret
pñjty in Swildon~ which you so success
fully kept hidden from me until I
stumb~èd~ fl.

For the benffit.öfthosó :jn&Mber~
irh& dither oouJ~zi?t:’nake t’hà~ trip or
worgeSill couldVt.obme at a11~cjizst
t~gine being~~ahbut~thi’eé q~arters -of
thbway to s~thp:I&nd then qujtetne~c
pectedly comang upon some twenty ~of your
friends- ].bokbg’intexrtiy in your.~fr~Qt
ion, -gabliered round a table on which
w&e a bivthday cake with 2ighte~ cafldln
filled ~err~r g3~es~ t~Thtes~thid a~imnife
(wltt noI3apkiffsl) DonVdeper~sa
waiterTs chart, eri1ç3 then being joaned
by some ten more i~embers from the rear.
Do jou thank yot wou.ldntt have had a
lump m the throat, a~d~a tear an the
eye?

It was subh an overwhelmang surprise
— fancy cafl:mg~cntme to make a spetch
j:re~iy to Tofi~fr~W t~sta’ IAoubP’1f
~yofycu g~tve a thoughttoioosenthig
boalders in the roof with your sturdy
r~&äde±~ñg of fhppy Bfrthday~

And it jj~3j~t1~ end thete — there were

GA.~EBUIIDING:”i~ROGFSS NEEP.1N2
‘A±~cttdinar~r~etiag~.of the

1~hdip.Ceviy~’Gr.oup~w~a .~.l&d&f~r
2j30.Sliiday 24~A4ust~ to;be’ ~~i;

chaired by the Group Secretary. As
oP~a hthidVul of~M~thb~rs bed airi~.:
ve&’by 4pm Añdthere~ nStap

• for the barrel, that meet2ng7w~W- 1

¶dft~1~—tanøelléd.. ..;,, v7~.• Since that ~at& ~&‘ny~ñômbers~

a desire for entther
opportunity to discuss Cottage
rebuii3ing progragp. Aè a. iresult:
a date was fixed for 4pnf~2O.Se•ptenber
fftdr’.Roh ~tndera’60tb B~i~thday;
Subterr~uean Sherry Shmdag1 when -

many members woa2n nod oubt be in
ettendarxce, The ~i~arn~~ wó~fld be
Robbie Cburnock.

Thd Lmeetbg ed3çfronlp’t2y! at 4prn~...
with 28 Full ~tmbers, 6 Probatioq~~y
~inbèrg~1l gta~tEs~Hatfl~-1trrels of E

Fullers. -

~‘ic Da$]iy~ ~~aVb ti~ report -on the
(k.oup!s financial status, .follxing~
whichW~rne reportéd;.onrebui2siing
policy. He pointed out~’that wetther

• conditions had 4elayed;the ~àhedu1e bt?
• 5 *eeks, :but :it .i~ :hopédtbat;this.
could bemede tip.

Roger Wallington gave the Arhitects
~Re~ex’t one-sheet banded~-~róOnd at the

meeting, plc*b*ca~ being 2$ Rrwenb~~r,
•-~rnbers N2& the: Itfuçnhoe Bond migf4.
~not:be. .tieedád: so. inatruoted~Ron to move

onit, it. W9S accepted that a
.:JetIfl~er type:t’irè~.be Insballed, -~he
cost: of which.~wot2&~ be absw’b~d- within
the~’ébi4lding contreot. Tony Knibba
aske4hnrthuch~thoney ‘would- be left when
thw- ~ott~g&wás”pprnplet~d2 Eric Dailey
replied, . ràbablymost:.of.it would have

:1~ei~) spent. .~ ~-lcolm Cotter. wag In favour
df inèmbérs. ratting the: cottage, Wayne
replied.thet;we n~ hève~a m~e accept
able quote for peintingi::C.ostof m~ter
ials aióne wduUbe £300-and .~1co2m
would have to orgénise a feinting tesm,

COTTA~ REBUIIDB~G PROGRESS NEET~G

RON SAUNDERS’ 6oPB BIRTHDAY DDINER

AUTUMN ~ZES ffiOGRANNE..
ti,.



Aatu.rigj }‘bete Px~o~raiame~. The egreedmare surprises for one at the Hunters—
the BJS~thdBy Card.:signed cW you all, but
even móretobe trásüredà sign~d
dow of th~ ]imitedediUo~,of ‘APiotar:
~al History of SlEildonaVahdyflanother
Bfrthday- Cakei •.....• ..: - . ..

It wasn’t justa smashin~~ienkg but
an absolutely super day.

Thank you for your cards Lettôn:etd
good wishes,

Yuurs very sincerely
Ron ~unders.

COETA~ ~€ETING coIlTnmEn
Rdger t~llin ton. ddeêrtFñt. biaf idea” no
to buy the tunksrin modular form ‘lntwo
bunk un4tSL~ihict weo,ir]A thebboit .1.0:
gather an any conflgurkti.nwe wanted.~
Ron Savnders~’ enqizftea:’zbtar~ ~mttresse~
we needyb4 3T$r.2t: J.~ize~t~ve FMby:.:

t~tItha eostofthese flfl2
from 0 —E5.,eeoh ~ ~ ~ ~C~;!

Tony Knibbs offered s~ne~ rnqrero2~tb
seats for:the:New(?Ofott&gee. ~ r~..

th watet.hae~ing;it’w$yagreed vtlS-~..:
an 11~ctrio . Storage:,Systemi.wou1a~ b~st..t.
suit our’ñeeds.~tThé ~~tiwifl he~tiulüde~
in the Octract Sum.

There was- e~ iak~ ~~t~i~sm eb.oiitc’.
having any; me,~iusuez~e.t1nwei4~ve
at present.~ .I~nibezs sh~z34y bec.respon?ib2a
for themsGlve#endH-.t’he nth ~ropgrty

In ltny Other Businesa it~Wagreéd~
that; itcwoirId -:bey atüt’id~for Sante one~
to orgenise:t.Sufl)nOY~EXPeditI’Ofl xiei&:’~:
ye&t~ Pete~tht~~ws ends ojbqok:.:4he
Stax~ for next year’s tinner,. un),~fl-~1v:

newoanroothe .up- with e&bettSt:suggeEtiox~
before December. ~1~,

It ~ Agre.ed .tIflt?M&.negbtiato ~he.
parclns&~ef .çmar~ land dur,dundit~.Mi~~
site f~&..Jjju..flyj.RStüfldefl3&it~..t;
that we ~nu~t~:abt.quidk.iy .tbd.we ,woirld:
have toraise separate t~nce::fà the:.-.
purpdse. .. ‘ I

*Tttj~~ Ct~ibbw aske&~thet~tac.kTh . be ~:&vafl
able ~n’ ~End~p. It wa~ a’gifeed to repair
tWeTad)t’lè~ k~.r4.ahd’-ré 3tth1c”it~ *13
ie~et~ i d~be~~ued’with~akty”.t~’*U
but som&tackle ima’ still4o be’ held ~
the ThekThi~t~r iti LOh:~a,~a~.1Ae&~
wi’ioh~ bett&ibbIzt.êq.UeSt~’t~fl I

The Eda.tdr said that there had no&j
been a September Metsl~tter due to’a
)nck of ~ontribiitiot9, aM he was won’iad
t1~t d4ub:the~oet&~ei’~; i r~being4Ekä~tTh~
~ date g-fth~
~eting.reà’Othe1~ded -uthat tii&re~:shöuld bØ
gréatOt collabt3ration bettreea the Editoz~
~ ~ S?Z ~

There \4as great enthusias’m fixwam
V..

programme is pübi shed further on in
this Ne:cmaettera

Fir~l1y the ~eting recorded a vab~
of thanks to Pete )tthews C Pete was
~bt at the meeting) and closed at 6 30.

wrcii~s BREW
~When the majority of our...rnémbers

were entertaining me d~n Swi2s3ons
Hole on the’QObh of September, five of’
our ladies, ?hrgnst Saunders, lbribetL
Penn, Jmn D~ley, Julie Barton and Anne
S&unders were left to rimnt the1 Priddy
counttyslde.

Oh oe2amityl* look at the eo’~aflg~.
he dli ôs’; f-the ne~cb ~iafl1Sundsy~~ ~
Express€~,Where did~they got Witt.4i&t
they aol: They *4rê t~Ot~eri rt~
‘, iS

WffiT~;WEE~IVE~N.e KEPiWO~N<UP T~~
4 ~~2’H.

te~: o~e~:.~te~een W~J(êi~et& ~S~le&
and hi~ yellw lebredrr ~aip Wi ..
~

regular walks through $txk,:.fli,ltWo~t
The 59 year o’ld:hachelcr and his dog
wandered between the pines pf- the
tMendip~ Hills Sn Somerset wetckth~githe1

‘~sEssthS ~~t~and go. ~
::The.C~rii~g fr~ugj~t.thg.bj.~erfor. 10
spa~t~ø~liak;Th,1;en&sth,.
e2n’ffli~.t~tIt&e~ift~e felt 11kb
it. The sunflner sl~ed their pace ~vhfl~
‘bringtg;4t~ am’p14ewéhd:cS..~
autumn .the~e re~ faljen.lenes f~’.
Graip to roltd.n, and.co1~ñ f~1t;P
SI*r.pl~s t~ ,arve2s t~tr.,

••-‘Evei7’ thtg;—~er ~ yeerwvaà~ in~
4ariab’ly in’ cxrder. l’~tin* at seemed’
forever welit her owt was-. I

~ Btzt then, one day at dusk, ~ sher~
plaa and his d~g came face tc, feo€nith

:~s’i~hing~ c.cbplsteij different.: :
.‘$ss -they . e~iiito.a $keefyglad~ H

:~{dii’4Eie~teatt ..o±tStoek- Hifl Wood, neer~
thel vil)ag& of Pa’iñd~’; they happened i
~acros~sfiye t~kéd:t&ii~n. indfive men 1
*eWae~ ..~in hjt&.b)icaks:J ~
-‘- Withan nlIhutes what had struelc lit

SIai~p1es~’a bi’z~atW,:ti~nôd..ixitó f~roes
H~f~l~≠et GttIp~ ijitb the clearing~:;j
one of the men pointed a stick at Grt~

~fid~the dog ve~ttr’i1p tw bithj;r grabbed the
~td brought. itt~ck t~* G~rp1es

a~4pingit at’hid féet..~Oraipthen.i%n
to m~f~~flf the’ nude women ,jumped up a4
herS end ~p5 ned aer.-~against a; tree .?tft..~

Sharples cafled ham off. The dog then



went back to the man who pointed the
stick at him, grabbed his cape and
tore the bottom off it. ~ip returned
to his owner barking, then picked up
the stick, a kind of polished cane,
but Mr siErples called him off and he
dropped it. During sli this these people
never spoke a word. The women were
middle aged, anyway they were not young

Mr Sharples saSd he had read about
things like this before but he had never
come across anything like it. They must
have thought they were completely on
their own. And they soon were as Mr

Sharples and Graip tàok themselves off.
“It was a little bit scary, but my

biggest trouble -was trying to keep my
face straight. They were staziding in a
circle and there was a case in the 7

middle which was not o~en” ,~ He aonti.n
ued “I think my accidental intrusion
must have spoiled what they planned to
do. I have no idea what they had in ‘ii

mind bidt -&‘aip seemed’to take the atti
tw3e that everything was not as it
should be.1 The wood is quite a popular
picnic spot but you. don’t take your
clothesoff to have a picnic do you?
Well most people dontt.U

The next time urn on }~bndip, 1111
visit Stock Hill Wood. Anyone cnmting?

Ron Saunders

wran OF Wooi~i

Deep:in a dreer and dismal cefl vS

which seemed and was ycleped hell
A Blear—eyed hag did hide
Nine wicked elves as legends sayiae she
chose to form her guardian train
And kennel near her side
Here sg-rcooht~g owla oft made their
nest while wlves its craggy sides

ponevsed
Night—howling through the rock
No wholesome herb could here be found.
she blasted every plant around
And blistered every flock

From Wookey Hole this witch would
prowl

~nc2 (fltrO from noath hor death hTh0k
c owl

The land both far and near
Her }hggard face was foul to see her
mouth unmeet a mouth to be
Her eyne of dead]?y leer
The country round did trembling creep
for fear til one chill winter deep
Th~irSou1S could no more bear
Then three they journeyed all forlorn
to Glaston shrine of winters thorn
And here their suit declare

In. G1a~ton dwelt a saintly wright who
he~:iug of her fell despite
Ga-vt to Our Lord a prayer
Th~ strengthened for these peoples sake
did ask and though their hearts did quakc
They le~2 him to her lair
The hag perceiving well this sage did
curse and spell meant and rage
The air with evil howls
And sliming black the sreemlets rim
and bitter glows the sun
The blood—dark night wolf growls

There locked -in battle good end ill
the saint. fast stands serene and still
While rnund the storm bolt sears
Then with the forte of good he strives
to quell the evil free the lives
Of those whone cause he beers
The moreL~tItnoeerthly powers evay from
crow dark night to brass bright day
These two- in combat lock
Til slowly eldritch curses fade and
ghostly quiSb fills the glade
And silence laps the rooft

The witch her fearful power spen4
will not of evil still repeht
Def5ant meets his eye
the saint whose good has conquered nil
gives thanks to God that from his thral
The land now free does lie:
He chanted out his godly book ho crossed
the water blessed brook
Then pater noster d ohe
The ghastly hag he. -sprinkled oer when
lo i;iacre. stno~-’t . htg ~Bef ore
Now stood a ghastly -stone
Full well tt.is told -and to this day with
limed hair and rimed with clay
Still stands that ghastly stone

Part of the ‘Strawhend t~ sz’0tiv r’sper
toire- and dates from probably the j~i~

1500’s or early 1600’s

NEW M.C.G,NAI€?
After hearing the comments upon the

halt, the sick, the lame, the wounded
and the aged members of the M.C.G.
who achieved in quite erbn~ ori inary
o~rc,~,nsbanoo.r~the deocent and ascent
of Swildons on 20th September, end
after making due allowances for their
-general belnviour before during and
after the said trip, may I propose
that this Charity be renamed and hence
forth more appropriately called the

- ?brry Caving Geriatrics
Ron Saunders
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R~DY M\DE BL~CK ONE OR TWO PIECE
CONTaCT PHILLIPS INGOID

CAVfl’IG BOOKS .•~•• . CONTAPT ?RICOU1.COTTER
THE ,DARKNESSBECKONS. BY I4~RTDT FARE.
.QutHIsT~IbaLACcOtThrP OF CAVE DrV~flTG) .~..

CAVING GUIDES
.InJpT~ TflIDER~OIThW. tY ~WTh & icrirn~.

~JAIESMIi OAVmG GUIDES (As AVAILABLE):

~bLOGtEXPThD~D :IN TEE FE.~K DmTRICT. COlE

M\GIZINES
~ACK NUNNRS OF ERrrtSH CAVER

. CAVflTG D~~~TIOI~L
.. SWIEOLOGET

:S!JRVE!3.. :.., .. . .. .

~JE HAVE SURVEYS OF TIE M\ ~ca NENOIP GAflS AVA ImBUE.

WALL POSTERS :
~AE HAVE A FINE POSTE~ OF THE COlUMNS

-~ --z
,1

I

.•BuI~ms: AM~ZING VALUE
DOUBLE SKfl’]N~) 4’x3’ 4MN NEOPRENE
C,.ONTAOT..,N\ ICOLM~COTTER

SHEETS 56.

4~EtsUrrs 53.7.50.

QJ~]3•~ 5Qp~

a~çE~~



PROGRAMME

18/19 October Tynings ~rrcw Swailet + 2 ~rre1s + 4 Birthdays
Trip leader Wayne

‘~ t~r
?J’S November Northwest Stream Passage ÷ Fbmbers weekend

Trip leader Tony Knibba

14/15 November Tony- Sneil & Misicians + 22

21/22 ffnámb~p ~ta1’3~&~ Thià~la~c1hz’~ S~I~atF~in Robeirts

28/29 November Tony Snell +10

5/6 December Trupe lane + ~rre1
Trip leader Pat Walsh

19/20 December Trip to be announced Ister see Wayne

ADDRESS CHANGES

A12~n 1~rity Berry-lands 37 Effiagham Red, Surbiton Surrey
Mike Loveil 4, Settringben Close, Mill Green, Lower Early, Reading, BERKS.

NEWADDJTIONS :

Ccngratu1ationrtw~Mike & Elaiae Brace on the ~irPh.of~thefr. son. itthew on 21 st.
August.

CKVESANDICARSr

November14— 16 1980

A weekend course for the airteur geoflgist. Includes
undergr.und visits and surface walks. Evening Talks
by Dr T.D.Ford, & Dr A.C.Waltham.

Further dei~ils can be ob±~eined fr.m Peter Tawnaend,
Pri.ncipsl, Peak ~ti.nel Park Study Centre,
L~sehil1 ItU~ Castleton, Derbyshire.



COITA~ RULES

, -- -

~AT TEE END OF ANY COPTA~ ~tEET TEE FOLI&I2IG DETRUCTIONS
MUST £ EXECUTED.

1 TURN OFF &~S AT CYUNDER -

2 TURN OFT’ EECTR]D]TY AT SWITCH BC~RD

3 ~TWEEN CCTOBER AND AfflIL TURN OFF WATER AT STOP C~IC UNDER
COTT1~(E

4 RUBBJBH SHOULD BE .LEFT NEAR THE:R~D IN PIASTlO SACKS CR
BOXES F~ COLLECTION ON MCtIDAY MCRNING

5 EMPPY EISAN INTO CESSP]T NEAR NEW BUILDING. LThTERS ARE
PROViDED 7CR- REM~AL AND RERIACE~€NT, OF THE M\NHOIE C~ER
THE-ELAN MUST BE E~I~D WHRTHSRFULLIR-NO1’-.
NOPE ITISBETTERTOETYTHEEISANWHENTP~ONLYHAIF
FULL DUE TO THE DISTANDE TO TI~ CESS PIT. If MUST AUJA~
~-REFILIED USING EISAN FIlim.: -v -.

6 IF ANY ESSENTIAL IFE}.B ABE NOT-AVAILABLE IN THE COTTA~
E.G. WASHING UP LIQU]D, TOILET ROLLS, E-1S~N FLUE, ETC.

~:THEY M~IY ~ PURG~SED AND DEDUflED FROM CO]DTA(E FEES.
THE NEAREST STCRES IS IN WEST R~RFPBM



C ONMITTEE

GROUP OR&&NISAT ION

Secretary

Treasurer.

?~et ?ecretaz?

CotI~ge Warden

Tacklenaster

Rec~.’der

Edit or

WTE fl\TIEWS

Tel (home)

(work)

ERIC DCWIEY

JOHN MACMILlAN.

Tel (home)

(work)

NWt~2~ RISC OX

Tel (work)

John Miriam

Tel (work)

Greg Smith

Tel (home)

&‘yan Pittrnm

15 Dellcott Close,

Weiwyn Garden City

.7elwpn Garden 21018 ::

Weiwyn Gardezi 23434 x 3436
32 Chequers Orchard,

Iver, Bucks.

11 Whiteh~~e Way,

]~er Heath, Bucks.

Iver 652339
Sibugh 336fl

3 Keward~ Giastcnbury Rced,
Wells Somerset.

Wells ~2C~l x 41

Glenville, Wheeler lane,

Wi±ley, Surrey,

O~ 736 1222 x 272

216 ITield Rcad, Ityas,

Middlesex.

01 848 3340

36 ~nor Way, Eg~nm,

Surrey

Tel (home) Egl~m 37540

~‘JEEU~ ME?TThGS These are. held everr Thura&ky e~”ofl5flc~j) tbe .P~f~IV~ 1LOWL

227 High Street, Brentford, Middlesex.

OAV]ITG ACC OI’li~I0UAT ION

This is available at the M.C.G. Cottage, The Stirrup Cup,
Nordraoh—on--?bndip, Blagdc’n, Somerset.

TTITG.R. ST55/5150.5605

29 beds are evai]sble, together with cooking facilities and other
amenities, including Caving Library. Guest bookings must be n~de

with the cottage Warden.




