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NEW COTTAC~

Progress on the New Cottage rebuilding It started well with many Members

has been ~anfufly slat reoently. All arriving on friday night. It was plan

wInd~zs end dn~s have nia been installed ned to do Tynings Barrow on Saturday,

and the rnof structure is ow cemplete, end two barrels were laid on fit fnur

awaiting felting and tiling. This should Ztmbers Birthday Celebrations on

be executed soon, tad weather contribut Saturday night.

ing to the delay, ~nd which has naturally Alas things were not to proceed

prevented a start on the plastering, car quite as expected. First a large party

oentry and fitting out, of guests arrived, resulting in no

The Builder being dissatisfied with less than sn ~mbers having to book

his own progress has agreed to defer in to the Shepton as all the bed space

the last Stage I~yment fit four ijeeks had already been taken. four of whom

However once the roof is on, then progress were barrel contvibutorsl

should pick up rapidly. It as expected Saturday’s Tynangs trip nearly had

that painting will have ho be done in the to be cancelled, though not thruugh

first two weeks of December. So b~lcoJ.m’s lack of interest, but more through

~intmg team must keep that period clear lack of tt3ckle, Thought that problem

so fitting out can proceed without furthsr was sorted out in Septemberl However

delay ‘ thanks to the guests, who had tackle

in abundance, the assembled b~mbers
VELVM BOTTOM BAND were able to borrow some for their

On 15th November the Velvet Bottom Band Tynings trip.

will be playing at Old Isleworth Public Now to fc’llew that the Saturday

Ball fit the M,C.G./S.M.L.G. Folk Dance night: Birthday Cele~ations went off

It will start at 7.45 continuing through like a damp sruib as F~mbers having

to ll.45.p.m. ~Pherd will be Fullers beer tz stay at the Shepton did not return

and the bar will be run by the Cross Keys to the Cottage after the Hunters.

Ticket~ &t the dô&~ ó~ from John P~dduok.’ Res it; :one barrel drunk, one barrel

Price £1. 25p each. : Cont. P3 Coi.1
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Slough 336fl
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18 .Lorr no Court,

Qambcc~cRoed,

• Sutton, Surrey.

01 643 7S72

01.736 1212 x 272

116 Nield Reed,

Ityes, Midd1esex~

01 848 334O~

36 I~hnor~ay,.

Egham Surrey.

Egham 37549

Nerthach—on—Mendip, Blagd on,~ S omerset.

N.G.R. 5T55/5150,56 05

29 beds are available, GuestNbwokings must be made with the C ottage Warden.

ED IT ca

~EL• (HoME)

BRYAN PTTT~N

‘TEL (HOME)

WEEKLY MEETINGS These are held every Thursday Evenng

22’! High Sbreot, Brentfor~1, ~tdd1esex.

CAVING ACCOMMODATION “ M.C.G. COTTA~, The Stirrup Cup,

at the BEEHIVE HOTEL



returned to Londonfl

Now as caving activity increases

in the Group we must ensure improved

planning and coordination of Group

activities. PerInps~the old 1raditi~

of l’tmbers Only in the Foreman’s

LOunge should be re instituted. Any

way lets hope the next 1tmbers Week

a,td on 7/8th November runs more
smo.th2y~

Ogofwr Ddu.

CAVE DIV~G dADS NEW REERIJI]?

Relentlessly seeking a suitable

sequel to his daredevil act~1th a

- flying Mor~is Mincr, Bernax~

~eeves has again stunned the Caving

W~’ld — and almost himself — with a

X$W variatjim on en old theme.
Unable té wait for Castle Farm dig

be opened by traditiona]. methois,

~rnerd grew tired of watching the

diggers clawing the slimy mud In the

shakahole below bin. He decided that

open — air cave diving was the only

answer to the slow and tedious vcat

of excavatioi~.

Iaaning on a deaQ branch of a beeeli

tree until it broke, Berua~ hurled

hurled himself at the bottom of the

pjt~who2a to strike the earth a mighty

blw with his full weight. This flying

bundle of enthusiasm aM phot.graphta
equipoent narrotdi$ n,idaed bystanders

and diggers as he 1~nded up to his

knees in squelchy mud — the Icarus

of Mendip.

This braveact of almost self —

sacrifice only failed because the -.

ground broke his fali before open

cafe was reached. His next attempt

at the iinp.asible will take piece

after closing time on New Year’s Eve
P

when a second dive will be nrde

using two cylinders of heavy

hydrogen and a weight belt.

PORT — ON — DGJN

After Caving, Diving, end Cave

Diving what next? Ever to the fn’e

front of spelseolagicel w’~res&

the M.C.93, Its the an~wer~ and iS

proud~rrpicneering the new so<rt

of. .~. .Dive Caving.

At the top secret E.E.C./M.C1G.

e±perimental dig at C—st-a F~rrm1

i~t4ers were looking exceedingly

pnnising on Sst~ay 18th ~tober
A pretty little stream descended

vertically Into one fondly thingfaed

nothin~iesa. ( Im~gIsatiom always

are wont to be fevered after lunch

time in the Hunters)

At this point the pratotype Dite

Caving machine, the Reeves Eurn .~

F~rd MK1 was unleashed. Hitherto the

Reeves MCi hod been empl~-ed on

sedentary duties, as a seeurity gttrd

cnn archivist~ photographig relent

leesly all the intruders Cd active

diggers.

Inyoluntaril,ytheReeve~ MS1 en

gaged warp drive from ita t3istlnctly

superior vantage point overlooking

the dig, ~o attempt4reakthrQugh by
ra sflbining pers ~al limes, the fir~

of gravity, and inertin• — Suggest

ions thet warp drive was ~tivated

b& the breaking of ç tree trauch
upon which the ~)Qviee was ‘srénting

should of coImse be given the cont

empt they deserves

The exoerimental log recards that

a black box was subsequently recov

ered from the remains of the pr.ta
~: ~ 4y~n :tv!~~~-1
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was avnis5ed by the realisation that the

Imperial Co~lege contingent bad more

ladders stashed in~ their Transit than

they would be using. Tackle at last —

who needs a leader? In a flurry of

wetsuits, and with a sne~D peep ~t

page 154 of Mendip’s answer to the Koran

a happy band — Roger Wallington, Mike
Lovel, J~bn Macmilan, Jonathan Roberts

and Tony Knibbs — dissappeared tcwards

Tymings Barrow Swallet.

The simple act of ~,btainkg the, key

from Tynhgs Farm proved unusually

difficult: wading knee — deep across

the farmyard thr.ugh a noisy pack of

miniture, axis pping Baskervilles nearly

resulted in devoured boots and tattered

neoprene. It was either si~mflhing I

said, a number of well aimed kicks or

the disgusting taste of mywetsuit. that

got me to the farmhouse uns€athed. Hcw

much? Well, yc’u dc&t buy a lob f~ 25p

these days I suppose. ,. -

The entrance looked about as inviting

as any other muddy hole lined with ova
crete tubes. Yes, a ladder certainly

lotted advisable on this little pitch,

but the next one was descended by Roger

and Mike before either of them realised

it needed a ladder. Perhaps the ascent

- was- easier on ‘irungs.

we followed the gently — descending

pas~ge~ noting (thankfully) the, lack

of its famed mudhath qualities, and

set about making friends with the snail

stream which grew in size as eaoh neti’mr

inlet was passed. Unforbunateiy, the s~

stream passage £~iled to gain any useful

( ie easy walking) size ~til the last
couPle of hundred feet to the downstruam
cheke. Much of the going was what might

be called ‘sporting’ — ~ief periods of

upright progress interspersed with ru

much grovell:Ing and thrutching, but

just falling short of being really

hard gcing.
‘~rramid Pot added a short but “~~V

welccme .wet pitch~, a laddenwas used

but it would be more fun without one.

Ater, several brief spells of good

sized streamway the end of the cave

is as surprising as it is temporary

— a hole id&Llly- suited to large:

rndents of, triangular cross section.

Th deed, such rodents trained to weild

entrenching toola might just shift

enough pebbles tr put, the survey

out ‘of date. ‘ ‘ -

It was decided to take. a look at

tn of the inlets”~n’the way-back up —

stream. Drunken li~rse Inlet was

‘avoided ‘due tosomemexation of mud

and nan’ots passage4 Dragon Chamber

was elected next p~t of call
because nobody knew where it wash

Without difficulty, thA straight

end steeply — ascending inlet rift

was located and followed up to ~.

tricky ten — foct climb to a small

passage in the right band wall. ~‘t—’

and I set abtut eliminuting the tt-tr)

‘most likely leads ‘Roger struck lucky

and I fofliwed him up a uarrat verbical

slot opening into a shorb rift up

to Dragon Chamber. This area is seldom

visited, judging by the freshneas aM

mate bijity of various items of
furuiture.

Roger checked a narrow downsl~pe

passage from the far end of the rift

chamber and succeeded in making an ~u

audible connection with the other

three waiting below the ten — foot

climb. I looked into a passage on the
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7/8 November
Northwest Stream Fassègà

L~der; TÔfly Knibba
MEMBERS I4EEKND

28/29 Novethber

Tony Snéll + 10

?lErr PR0G1~ M~S

14/15 November

Tony Snell + 12 Musicians

22/22 No’veniber

Swild 6us IV via II & III Hoed

face mask advisable.

leader Jonathan Robexts

end

right hand side of Dragon Chamber,

getting to the top of a dcwm — dip.

passage partly àbstructed by muddy

debris.. It was assunied that this was.

the passagewhich is~shown on the.survey

to link with Thton Place.! the passage

looked uncbmfortably tight and we

returned; to join the others at the climb

A . rope descent; looked difficult until

a short tube was found tb join:the

approach rift just abuve the .sriginai

clii4 anda convenient stalagmite .‘::

offered a tsefrtl belay..

The sun waS still shining as five

muddy figures emergeU from the entrance
We didntt see all the system, but the

trip h~ shown that Tynings ~rrmr

Swallet is a sizable and quite sporting

cave, comparable in. interest, butnot

In size to its pbpular neighbour,G.B.

Cave. • . . .

Tony Knibba.

Juvie Walsh
Jmae slipped & disc in her back the

otheri;week. She w~s taken in to h;spital

~ put on tractibu. I understand she

is now making goed ~irogress and is off

traction. Anyway I a rpire the G±oup

wou2ñ wish her a dpeedy recovery.

A\O~5S CtZNGB’3
John Mriam

18 Lorraine C curt
Camborne Rc~d,

Sutton,

Surrey.

5/6 flecenbér .

Thrupe Iane,Ieader Tht Walsh

~rrel

MEMB~SW~KE1O . ... -.

19/20 ~ecember

See ~tet Sec or Cottage Warden
The Editor has not b~en to2si the

trip yetL

AWAY MEET WHOO~E L L I

14/15 ~‘hrch
South Wales 0.F.D.~Dan I Ogof

Meet Iea~er Denise Samuela

Anyone wishing to become a D~Xr(~of

~ Q~1fl leader should submit their

names to Denise as soon as poséible.
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BUlK PURCHASE AMZING VATIJE
DOUBlE SKINNED 4 x 31 4 MM NEOPRENE SHEP]?S £7.50,

CONPACT ?~IOOLMC~fER

READY ~DE BlACK ONE ~ TWO PIECE 4MMNETSUITS £40

CONTACT PHILIJIP INGOID

S..’

CAVING BOCKS

THE DARKNESS BECKONS. BY F~RTIN FARR.

(AN HISTORiCAL ACCOUNP OF CAVE OWING)

CAVING GUEES

NENDIP TJNDER(~tOUND • BY ~WIN & KNTh~

DAIES~NCAVINGGUEES (ASAVAnABIE)

GEOLOGY

GEOLCGY EXPlAINED IN THE PEAK DISTRICT. BY WOLVERTON COPE

M~GftZINES

~CK NIJ≥4BERS CF BRD9SH CAVER

‘ CCAVING D~TERN~TION~ L

S FE lE OLOGJST

SURVEYS OF N\JCR t4ENDIP CAVES AND ALSO se~ WALL

PcSTERS ARE AVAIlABlE CONTACT M\ICOLM COPTER
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