Mendip Caving Group Newsletfer

NOVEMBER 1980 ° - % - KO 135
MEW COTTAGE =~ = =" 7 7 ) MEMBERS WEEKEND. .

Progress on' the New Oot‘bege rebulldlng R Th started well with many Members
has been painfully slew’ recently. All L arr:.v:Lng on Fr:Lday night. It wes plen
windows end dnors have nm heen mstalled R ned to do Tynings Barrow on Seturday,
snd the rnof structire is nm ccmplete, o ‘,'and two berrels were laid on for four
awaiting felting and til:.ng. This should .. Members Birthday Celebraticns on
be executed soon, bad x-rea'bher con’oribut - ‘,Saturday- n:Lght.
ing to the delay, énd whleh has neturally " Alas thmgs were not o proceed
prevented & start on’ ‘Ghe plas‘herlng, car ' qui’oe ag exﬁeéted. First a large psrty
ventry and fitting out.’ T T e guests arrived, resulting in no

The Bullder being dlssat:l.sfled w1th ' _less than six I\hmbers having to book
his own progress has: agreed ET defer o  in to. the Shepton as.all the bed space
the last Stege Payment’ for four weekS- ' had slready been taken: four of whom
However once the roof lS on, then progress . were barrel contribubors]
should piek up rapldly. It 13 expected : . Saturddyts Tynlngs tr:Lp nesrly had
thet painting will have’ ﬁo be done inthe Y 44 pe cancelled, though not through
first two weeks of - December. Se '\’Ealcolm 8 lack of interest, but more through
painting team must keep ’c.hat perlod clear ' 1ack of tuckle. Thought that problem
go fitting out can prmceed wi‘thout fu:ctﬂer' .. _wos sorted out in September! However
delay. T s ) thanks to the guests, who hed tackle

}. ‘: - , - " in sbundance, the agsembled Members
VELIVET BOLTOM BAMD . were; eble to borray some for their

On 15th. November the ﬁélvz__é% ‘Bdi":‘i"fein.:"Beed Tynings trip. Lo
will be playing et 01d 1516%:&3&75"'?115&&'-* T Now o follew bhat the Saturdsy
Hell for the M,C.G./S.M.L.G. Folk Dance. S n:l_ght Birthday Celebretions went off
Tt will start at77.43 CDﬂtmﬂiﬂg‘ thirough " like & damp sruib as Members heving
to 1l.45. p.m. Theré w:x.li be Fullers beer - ta.stay at the Shepten did net reburn

~ and the bar will be run by the Grfzss Keyé ;,,to the Gottage after the Hunters.
Tickets &t the door or from Iohn Pidducks 7 - E"Resul’c, one barrel drunk, one berrel

Price £1. 25p each, . e ;- Cont. P.3 Col.l-
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CAVING ACCOMMODATION

29 beds are available, Gueal:bwoklings must be made with the Cettage Warden,

~ MENDIP CAVING GROUP COMMTITER

PETE M\THEWS

"'TEL { HOME)
(WORK)

- ERIC DOMIEY
JOHN MCMILIAN

" TRL (HOME)

" (WCRK)

WAYNE HISCOX

.TEL (WCRK)

JOHN MIRIAM

TEL (HOME)

7 (WCRK)
GREG SM].TH

TEL  (HOME)

~BRYAN PITTMN -

TEL : F(HOME)

These are held every Thursday Even:mg at 'bhe BEEHIVE HGI’EL
' 2:)? High Sbree‘b Brentfora, M:delesex.

15 Dellcott Glnse, . ’ - .

Welwyn Garden C:Lty. :
Welwyn Garddn 21018

R &
A

‘_,'Welwyn Garden "3434 x 3436
432 Ghequers Orchard, .
,-Iver, Bucks.‘_. T
11 whiteheuse Way, ,

Iver Hea‘bh Bucks.
Iver 652339 "
Sleugh 33611 L

3 Kehard Glastonbury Read

‘"Wells Somerset,

Wells 7H081 x 41

. 18 Lerrame Court A - ,V
debenuc ‘Road,
| - Sutten, Surrey.—‘”_ o
e e
T0L.736 1212 x 272

‘116 Nield Reed,

Hayes, Middlesex,
OL 848 3340,
36 Maner Way,
Egham Sur_re_,y_:.

.Egmm 37540

M.C.G. COPTAGE, The Stirrup Cup,

Nerdrach-on-Mendip, Blagdon, Semerset,
N.G.R. ST55/5150,5605



returned to London}}

Now as caving activity increasses
in the Group we must ensure iimproved
planning end coordimation of Group
ectivities, Perheps the old t'aditi@
of Members Only in the Foreman’s
Lounge should be re instituted. Any
way lets hope the next Members Week
end on 7/8th November runs more w=:i.o
amosthly,

Ogofwr Ddu
CAVE DIVING CIAIMS NEW RECRUIT

Relentlegsly seeking e suitable
sequel to hlg daredevil actulth a
lgw ~ flying Morgis Minor, Bernexd
Reeves ham apgain gtumned the Caving
Werld - and almost himself - with e
new variation on &n eld theme.

Tnable té wait for Casgtle Farm dig
to be opened by traditionel methods,
Bernard grew tired of watching the
diggers clawlng the slimy mud in the
ghakehole below him. He decided that
open - air cave diving wags the only
angwer to the slow and tedious work
of excevatlon,

Isaning on a dea@ branch of a beeoh
tree until it broke, Bermeyd hurled
hurled himself at the bottom of the
shakehols 10 strike the earth a mighty
bles with his full weight, This flying
bundle of enthusimsm end phobsgraphic
ggquipment nerrowly midsved hystemdors
end dlggers as he landed up to his
knees in gquelchy mud ~ the Joarus
of Mendip. ‘

This brave act of almost self -
sacrifice only failed because the ~
ground broke hig fall before open
cave wag reached, Hls next ettempt
at the impessible will take place
after cloging time on New Year's Eve

r

when & second dive will be mede

using two cylinders of heavy"
hydrogen end a welght belt,

PORT ~ ON - DOWN

After Caving, Diving, snd Cave
Diving what next? Ever to the fore
front of spelaeclsgical progress
the M., bas the answer, and i3
prouddypioneering the new spart
of. sseoDive Caving,

" At the %op secret B.E.C./M.CiG,
etperimentel dig at C-st-e Farm,
mat¥ers were looking exceedingly
promiging on Seturdey 18th Ootober
A pretty little streem descended
vertically into mme fondly imagiwed
nothingness, ( Impgimetiomsalways
sre wont to be fevered after lunch
time in the Hunters)

At fhis point the prototype Dife
Caviiig machine, the Reeves Burn =
Berd MKl was unlesghed, Hltherte the
Reeves MKl bmd heen employed on
sedentary dutles, as a security guerd
oun archivigt, phetographig relent
Jessly all the intruders afd ective
diggers, ,

Tjvoluntarily the Reeves MKL en
gaged warp drive from ibtg Gistinctly
superlor vantage point overlooking
the dig, $0 abtbempt-breakthrough by
meQbining personal mass; the forc}?
of gravity, and Inertis, ~ Suggest
iong that warp drive was abivated
by the breesking pf e tree $wanch
upon which the Dévice was wrénting
should of coumse be given the cont
empb they deserve,

The exverimental log recsrds that
& black box was subseguently recov
ered from the remains of the pretes

Lo Renvss, wnd alown iasproiion
: 2



was avnided by the realisation thet the
Imperial Cohlege contingent bad more
ladders stashed in thelr Transit than
they would be using, Tackle at lagt -
who needs a leader? In a flurry of
wetsuits, and with a snesk peep”at

page 154 of Mendip’s‘ angwer to the Koran
o happy band ~ Roger Wallington, Mike
Lovel, Jehn Macmillan, Jemathan Roberts
and Tony Knibbs - dissappeared tavards
Tynings Barrsw Swallet. -

The simple act of sbtaining the key
from Tynings. Farm pruved unusually ‘
d:l.f'flcul’oo wadlng knee - deep acrTosg
the farmyard thresugh a nolsy pack of
miniture, snappiﬁg Béakervilies nearly-
resulted in devoured boote and tattered
neaprene. It was elther ssmejzh:m;g I
said, a number of well aimed kicks or
the disgusting taste of my wetsuit that
got me Lo the farmhouse unéeathed. ch
much? Well, you den't buy & 1ok .i'o‘:t'.25p
these days I suppose, )

The entrance looked abeut as ihviting
ag eny other muddy hole lined with con
erete tubes, Yes, & ladder certainly
losked advisable on this little pitch,
but ‘the next one was descended by Roger
and Mike before either of them realised

it needed a ladder. Perhaps the ascent

- wag easler on trungs.

we followed the gently - descendmg
passage, noting (thenkfully) the lack
of its famed mudbath gqualibies, and
get about making frianda with the sma 11
gtream wh:_ic::h= grew in :size.as ééc;h'm:«EiVe
inlet was passed. Unfortwately, the &
gbream passage failed te gain any useful
( ie easy walking) size mntil the last
couple of hundred feet to the downstrmam
chske. Mich of the going was what might
be called lspoerting! - brief perlcds of

upright progress interspersed with ru
much grovelling and thrubtching, bub
just falling shert of be:mg really
herd gring,

Pyramid Pot added a short bubt +:n1-
welcome wet pitch: & ladder>was used
but it would be more fun without cne,

Ater several brief spells of gosd

sized streamway the end of the cave

. is as surprising as 1t ig temporary

~ @ hole ids#lily suited to large .
redents of triangular cross - section.
In deed, such rodents trained to welld
entrenching tools might just shift
enough pebblesg te put.the survey
out of date,

It was decided to take & look at -
en of the inlets sn the way back up -
stream, Drunkén Herse Inlet was

Cavoided due to some.memtion of mud

snd narrdiw pessage; Dragon Chomber -
wag elected next paort of oall
because nobody knew where it was,
Without difficulty, the straight
and steeply — ascending inlet rift
wag lecated and followed up toa.

. tricky %en - foet climb to e smell |
- .pagsage in the right hmrd wall. Regen

and I set about eliminebing tho two -

‘most Iikely leads- Roger struck lucky

end I follewed him up & IATIVES verbical
giot opening into & shorb rift up
%o Dragon Chamber, This area is seldom
vigited, judging by the freshmess and
ingtability of various items of |
furniture, _ _
Roger checked e narrow dot#nslbpe
passage from the far end of the rift
chamber and succeeded in meking an =u
audible connection with the obher
three waiting below the ten ~ foob
elimb, I leoked Into & passage on the
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right hend side of Dragon Chamber,
getting to the top of & dem ~ dip.
paséage partly @bstructed by muddy
debris, It was assumed that this was
4the passage which is-showm on the survey
to link with Peton Place. the .pessage
looksd uncomfortably tight and we -
returned. to join the others et the olimb

A rope descent.looked difficult until
& short tube was found to join the
epproach rift just abeve the .eriginal
climb anda convenient stelagmite: = irv
offered & -wsefnl belay,

The sun wag still shining ag five
muddy figures emerged from the entrance
‘We 41dn'tt see all the system, but the
trip had shown that Tynings Barrow
Swallet is a sizable and quite sporting
cave, comparable in. inbterest, bubt not
in eize to its popular nelghbuur,G B.
Cave,

Tony Knibbs,

June Walsh

June slipped a disc in her back the
obhertweek. She weg taken in to hsspitel
and pub on traction. I understend she
is now méking goed ‘progress and is off
traction. Anyway I am cgure the Group
would wish her a speedy recovery,

LOMIRSS CENNGES
John Mirdsm

18 Lorraine Courb
Camborne Read,
Sutton, -

" Surrey.

MEET PROGRA MME

7/8 chember _
Northwest Si:ream I‘ass&ge

) I»a.&rde!:._ Tody Knibba

MEMEERS WEEKEND

1/15 November
Tony Snell + 12 Musicians

é1/22 chshibef _

Swildons IV via II & III Hood omd
face magk edvisable. '
Ieader Jonabhan Roberts

28/29 November

Tony Snell + 10~

'5/ 6 Decenber

Thrupe Iane, Ieader Bat Walsh R
Barrel
MEMBERS WEEKEID

19/ 20 Decembér
See Meet Sec or Cottage Wa*den"‘

_The Editor has not been to_:l the
rtr:.p yet!

AWAY MEET WHOOPEE § § |
14/15 March
South Wales 0.F.D +Dan Y Ogof
Meet Ieoder Denise Semuels

Anyone wish:mg to become a .Jaa“Y*Ogof
“or O.F.D. Ieader should submit their

names to Denlse as soon as possible.
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- BUIK PURCHASE AMAZING VALUE
DOUBIE SKINWED 4! x 3! / MM NEOPRENE SHEETS £7,50,
CONTACT M ICOIM COITER

READY MiDE BIACK ONE (R TWO PIECE .MM WETSUTES £40
CONTACT PHILLIP INGOID
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CAVING BOCKS

THE DARKNESS BECKONS. BY MIRTIN FARR.

(AN HISTORICAL ACCOUNT OF CAVE DIVING)
CAVING GUIDES

MENDIP UNDERGROUND., BY IRWIN & KNIBBS

DAIESM\N CAVING GUIDES (AS AVAIIABIE)

GEOLOGY

e e

GEOLCGY EXPIATNED IN THE PEAK DISTRICT, BY WOLVERTON COFE

M GA ZTNES
BACK NUMBERS OF BRITISH CAVER
CCAVING INTERMATIOML
SFEIEOLOGIST
SURVEYS OF M\J(R MENDIP CAVES AXND AISO SEME WALL

POSTERS ARE AVATIARIE CONLACT M\ICOLM COITER
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