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VAIE ~ JIM FRY

Jim Fry died on the 30th December following a stroke on Christmas
Eve. With Jim's psssing the club hes lost a very dear end good friend. He will
be #2dly missed,

Jim will surely be remembered for & long time to come as one of
the characters of Mondip. lLike ell cheracters he certeinly wams a bit of s rogue.

A great gambler in his younger days, he would never refuse a bet -~ & buast few
would dare to make, Even in recent years he often decided bills on the togss of
a coin,

A number of Mendip figures have been remembered by the caving ~~
commuriity. In most cagses their coennection with caving lag been by way of thelr
business or their role as landowners. Few have gone out of their way to help
& caving club in the way Jim hag done, He had no interest in ceving, he thought -«
we were all daft, and was probably right. But, he was aware of our enthusilasm,
and gave us every help, The Axbridge and Jater our own club were grateful to
Jim for letting us erect & cottage on his land, when most landowmers showved omly
indifference,

Jim has given immerse help to the club, snd will always be remembered
" for his great generosity. '

Onr deepest sympathy goes to his widow and family.

THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEET NG 7

The Annwml General Mee'b:.ng of the Mendip Caving Group will be
held in the New Cottage at 3.30pm on Seturday 4th April. Details of the
agenda will be available neerer the day, Remember nominntions for Committee
’ posts , proposals to change the Oonstitubtion and Rules and speciml items for
- the Agenda must reach The Secrsbary by 14th Merch
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-OVERCROWDING AT Tif. COITAGE - : : , PR

L ~ You may £ind :L'b hard to bel:;.eve bu’c. recard numbers of vigitors.
wan'b to stay ot the old cottage, The Committee have been gettlng & few comp]aints
‘about overerowding, and wish to apologlze for any Inconvenience this bes caused.
Ag a reminders . - - T e '

o i . . P PR

+ +1o Only, one gusst -pirty may be booked for eny wegkond.

2. The size of visiting groups is limij;aci_;_tq-;lq. Excepbiomally . ..
on say away meets, the Committee may book Targer groups, when
notice will be given in the Newsletter, - ~nr wi: = = ovme oo or

e .
- S

~3.. The -first weekend of -the month 1s .reserved for.members. gnd .
- {progpective memberg) - .-

.. -he Meombers. are entitled to aponsor.sorie guest. whils%: .é"baying et - |
-+ oo - o - the Cobtage — more may bebrought ab the dlscretlon of the Cot‘oage
Coh _Warden. S R PPRF E ES F
E‘cenerally, things get out of band When several people bend the
_ rules at 'the pame. 'bime- L . C oo o
I T - Cur kind hearted Gottage Warden books in 14,, they abuse this L.
and brﬁng 18 '8 members turn up, one brings 6 fr:x.ends, next weeks gueats turn.
up.-a:week early, a party .kicked oub of the Belfry .tburn up on the doorstep
veesssses 1t does happen. R T DT PIIE
FPerhaps the current situation merely ref&ects the very tlght
restrictions now applied by most dther Mendip elubs. If overcrowding is a- -
. problem now, then the prOSpec‘bs of ge‘bting a bed. An. 'bhe Few Cottage must seem
remcies - Lol T o Tl L - . o : [T ey
C e Pleqsa try— to keep -to the rules s _they are for Y Our: oWn, benéfit‘.
Hopefully, the comimg weeks should show a marked :.mprovement
CASUQL VISTTURS Ty -.'-31"_;--, e DL ST Je SRS U ST S KRS PR S IL R S
Members -are remlnded that they have no euthor:.ty to-book. in casual
visitors calling at the cobtage. You cannct be sure that others mey be booked in
and arriving lates:Th:is dmportent: too-thet: guests. have: a: recognized* 1eader,
who is- prepaxred: to: accep'b responsibility: for 'theperty. v lrooor Tl L
i, Upwlensly some diffieulty might . be experlenced where. callers
come- from a: elub ﬂff"ﬁrlng reclprocal arrangenents or. where' they are, prospect:.ve
memberd, Some Geommon. - sepsé, is required. One should not, for: _exampla, £dnd -an .
itinerant club booked-in on a Members Weekend, as happened.recen'bly. A group of
prospective mesbers:-who. had-also booked in, arrived tio f£ind-their beds: taken,
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MEET PROGRAMME B L A
-:'Dile' to impending-é¢obtage work,:no.trips.have” been arrenged for
Joh‘e‘E near future, save flor the' 14/15 March South Wales. 0.F.D, & Dan Y (gof trip .-
- Wwhidh Denige Samuels -is Teading. Those: w:l.sh:.'ng t5 ga to South’ Wales the't weekénd.
are reminded Lo contact her. PR
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BAUL ESSER MEMRIAL IECTURE
200 .o This year the speaker is Margreret Rule F +S.A . Direchor of the

Mary Rose Trust, She will be. speaking on ‘the-search,- discovery, survey; and .. . "

salvage- of Henry VIIIls flagship which sank. in the ‘golent. ‘The ;lecture. will

take place on Wednesdsy 1lth- February dn Arthur Tyndell Avenue,., Admission f‘ree .

but get there esrly. Anyone Aravelling some distance is; ‘adviged. to regerve a seal

by phonn.ng Oliver Lloyd (68 ~ 3229)
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vl hen o Caves of, Nor‘hh Wales, 1980- Ed:l:b:i.on by Tony Oldham (£3 +, 31p p&p)
. This new. edition.conbains a list of 143 sites. .. * .y oo . ono
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QUARRING BIASTS VP&I&YSIA‘S UNDER(ROUND RSt :

Ziauddin Sardar reptrted dn:the New Scientist recently, that
Envirommental Groups 1n I\hlays:la l’ﬂve ‘Iatnched: & na'b:.onwide campalgn’c-o save the .
prehistoric Gaves - AH ‘%.Jayang, four miles nowbhefl Kmla Imnpar, whmh are threaten
ed with caliapse through guarry blastmg. : ‘ *

Batu Caves is tha nanme.oftiths corpletie ecosystem which Includes -

Temple Cave, Dark Gava Is steum Gave, Fallen Cave, Sakal Cave and the Quarry Gaves.
Tt is lmown 'bhat theerry Cayes haVenm beeri completie Ly destroyed and 113 dg- 7
 also believed 'Sakdl Cave- also. N(;w “bhe ent:lre complex 13 ’ohreaten by extens:we
'---“,f*ouarnv:hng &t three- sites. T B I . e
The caves support a large variety of rabe: plants and PR
two which can’ not be found enywhere olse in the world, They ere 2lso the habi'bat
for several species of bats, fregs, 1izards, smakes a&nd other an:mals. They
also: hsave a dedp religioms significance far' the Hinus of Malays:a in the shrine
in Lemple Cave. _ Tepe : ol :

Desplte the fac‘b that the &tu Caves wers. g:.ven the status of &
Netional Monument in the Third Milaysimn Flan, the gquarrying ac’c:l.vitlea “thet
generate 3000 tonnea of l:.mestone end 13 tenneg of dust per day nos threatén the.
caves with celldpsae and des‘bruc'bmm Of the three Quarries ‘operating -in: 4he: Batu’
Caves area, the Public Works Department Quarry is located only 400 yds from the
Temple Cave., It has been operating ‘since 1973 and produces some 300,000 tohnes’
" "of crushed rock every year. The obher two quarries --the Dolomite Industrles N
Quatry -end the Kenneison Quarry - beégan their epereticns in 1954 and 1959
Tespectivelys Doloite is blastlhg sume’ 528 yards from the Dark Caves, The two
private quarries ar8 reported to ;ﬁy an annuml royalty of £3U0, OOD to the S
SeIang&r State Government.

. . According ta Kiew Boon Haang of the! Malays:an Wbure Soclety, the
.ouarry:lng has damged stalagmi'bes in one of the eaveay "Thls ia the firat .of "

four stages’ “that would __1ead-"""1f_ urrchecked, 0. the - ult:.mate deatructltm of the ~ & =
cavess Shésk waves’ ﬁoni“'the __ _gérry piagtiig have resulbed in: the thinning o
roofs ite gome caves ¥ mkmg"'them vulnarable to: cm.“tapse“ SRR : '

In the past few years, groups guch ag- the Malaysian Nature Sm:l.e'by,

- the Bat-u C&ves Protection Assoc:mtlon, Sahabat Alam Malaysin (SAM ~ . Frdends .of* the

Earth I@..‘lay‘da) and the Environmen‘hal Protec'hwn -Soclety, have shown their concern
ever the . deblsrating state of the oavea. Barlier this year, SAM 1n1taated a MSeve
Babu Caves” campaign,.. It has already sent out several hundred petitlons to the

federal and state suthoritles under this ccampaign, and seveml_peoﬁié'fmve staged



a fast infronb of the caves in a drametlc bid to get the author.n,:.eg 1-,9 ston
the Quar:rylng ao’o.Lv.LLieg, St ,

n 1978 ﬁﬁéﬂkﬁﬁfei‘b&?fﬁof Science, Technelogy and Envirohmenn, in a
gpecial report to the Se:langpr chernmeno, mrneé that blmating et one of the
quarried caused selsmic dloturbance -dn: d:he cave erea, and could endanger the exist
:mg structure. of the cavea, Publlc ccnoern grew in M’erch Iast yeer when geveral
to a me,]c;"' olollapse or landslide. Cmcks were alse :f‘ound in’ the ceve walla.

At the same’ t:une ’ s geoleglcel report to the:. stete governmen‘b prepared by the
Tourist Development Corporatlon, recommended thet the blagting et Paty caves
should halt,

[P

These repor'Ls prompted the Selangor gWernment’s enneuncement that
all quarrymg actlvities would stop by- 19th ‘June - 80; -new ouarry gitea were
' allocated to the compan:.es., e o S

In July the Selangor governmen’o gave an extention to eotiv:l.ties
at the- 'bwo Betu quarrlee until 31 Deoemb r geoauee th,e alternatlve querry 91te
et Sunge:. Long, Kagang, 1eok;a reads and electrlclty. This caused aome‘bhlhg Bf

©ow L w o b -

an upr e in Ma lays Jan env:u- onmenta la.st c:uc 1‘30 o

vl - e . EIRS
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. The e‘oa'be government gave in allttle to publ:.o p:r:eaeare by ennounc
ing on OER" September 'bhat tﬁe two prlvate querriea have'! been éaked: to Btop
bidating imnedfza'tely in certa:.n arems neey thé caves._Kenneie o @warry, shich ©

has béén blaetlng n sevem-areas, was esked ;o lz_m:l.t dbg ’elhst:mg to the four
areas furthest from the main cavess Dolomite was asked to close one of its ’ohree
blasting areas, ‘ : o
However ,SAM ergues that to etop b'taeting at oertain po:mus will not
make any great difference to the ex:Ls’c.:mg oituatlon. I'}ven i the blaetlng gtopped
at once, SAM argues the risk of a col‘lapse Inside the caves gt111" éxisty, es their
structure is already seriously weekend, If there s no dramatlo collapse within
the next few monbhs the continuing process oj‘ weakenlng caused by shock waves and
tromors may still lead to e deepening of: cracks, more rock falls and golinpdes,

."‘\"0
A .

Horever the Deputy State Secr@tary (Cheirman of the Governmentd Buta
Caves Speclal Committee)has declared the government will stend firm on its deeisien
whatever the protesters do, SAM declared 12 October 80 a gay of protest against
quarrying at Batu Caves. 300 environmentalists gathered in front of the caves,

The Save Batu Caves Group nor plans to irpuenmfy its cemsaign with regular weekly
fasts and & regular vigil in parts of the caves,



Peak Naticmal Rark Study Cemtre
- Lb:ehill Irall o
MINEE F TI:E PEAK
o 6th/8bh March 81
o A weekend courSe &t Losehill Hall . : e
- Suri‘ace walks and undergrou.nd fislts to mclude Beton HI11 .o
lead and copper mmes. Goodluck Mine, Magpie Mine, Pesk. .
'.Dlstrlct Minlng Musewn. Led by Jim Riewverts and-

Dr TreVOr Ford. e

Further details from: Peter Townsend, Princiral, Peak
~ latical Fark Study.Centre, Losehill Phll, Castleton,
Darbyshire, 830 2WB,. (SAE please)

SRR Xeroperm 1s a new copy mater:al recently Jaunched by Rank: Xercx. B
The ma:m advan’bage of xeroperm is that if anything,. even greage: or 011 13 spilt
on your copy all you heve to do ig’ wash it under the tap. Xeroperir-is.a plastics
based paper end is absolutely waterproof.
~ The ma:Ln appllcatlon is seen ag chylng for mduatrml/ production
env:ronments. It 13 also the very thlng For outd oor uge in-all weather conditiong®
Tt is ideal too For copylng smeys for use underground A1t gets too muddy. <o

you can clean :Lt up by d:w:.ng :Ln the odd . ﬁump‘ TS SRS UL SR S

coaﬁEGTioN” o
. TECINICAL SUPPIEMENT DEGEMBER 80. Page 2. TR
| NIFE Cbarglug Rates should read :-. oo
0.5 5 ampe‘"e for 40 hours e M e s
_ 09 ampere f"‘D’.[‘ 22 hours - --_-__ T e pmarhesnld
C1. 75 ampere for 11 5 hours



MENDIP CAVING GROUP COMMITTEE

SECRETARY PETE M\THEWS 15 Dellcott Close,
Welwyn Garden City.
TEL (HOME) Weluyn Garden 21018
(WORK ) Welwyn Garden 23434 x 3436
TREASTRER ERT DIWIEY 32 Chequers Orchard P

Tver, Bucks,
MEET SECRETARY JONATHAN ROBERTS 17 Kent Avenue, West Ealing,

C O-OPTED London, W13 8EE.
TEL (HOME) 01 997 2914
(WRE) 01 486 8523
COTTAGE WARDEN  WAYNE HISCQX 3 Keward, Glagtmbury Read,
Wells, Somerset,
TEL (WRK) Wells 72081 x 41 :
TAGKIEM\STER JOBN MIRBM *" " 18 Torraine Court, Cambourne Road,
Sutton, Surrey,
TEL (HOME) 01 643 7872
(WRK) 0L 736 1212 x 272
REC CRDER GREG SMITH 116 Nield Read,
Hayes, Middlesex,
TEL (HOME) 01 848 3340
EDIT(R BRYAN PITTMIN 36 Manor Way,
Egham, Surrey,

TEL (HOME) - Egham 37540

WEEKIY MEET INGS Thursdey Evenings et the BEEHIVE HOTET,
227 High Strect, Brentford, Middlezex,

CAVING ACCOMMCDAT ION M,C .G, COI_‘TAGE, The Stirrup Cup,
Nordrach on Mendip, Blagdon, Somerset,
N.G.R. ST55/5150,5605
29 beds avallable, Guest Bookings to be made with the Cottage Warden.,
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ANNUAL GENERAL MERTING

E’nce again it ig t:une te congider the Committee you want for the

comlng year. Give the matter serisus thought, it is your club and your money

Wh:LCh ig at stake.

NOMINAT IONS

SECRETARY

TREA SURER,

MEET SECRETARY

TACKIF MASTER

COTTAGE WARDEN

EDITCR

RECCRDER

Proposed by

.‘.'Propbsed by

Pi‘-dpgécd-: ‘b

Proposed by

Proposed by

Proposed by

Proposed by

Nominations for Hon, Officers should reaoh the °eoru'5:ary by the

1,th March, Please ensure that nominees are prepared to stand, If you heve any

special item for discussion, again, this should be. submitted sa soon e possible.
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