
FEBRUARY 19S1

VAlE — JIM FRY
Jim Fry died on the 30th December following a stroke on Christmas

Eve. With Jim’s ~ssing the club has lost a very dear and good friend. He will

be sadly missed.
Jim will surely be remembered for a long time to come as one of

the characters of ~ndip. I~ke all characters he certainly was a bit of a rogue.
A great gambler in his younger days, he would never refuse a bet — a b~.zst few

would dare to make. Even in recent years he often decided bills on the toss of

a coin.
A number of ?~tndip figures have been remembered by the caving ‘~ -

commusitby. In most eases their connection with caving in~ been by way of their

business or their role as ]andowners. Few have gone out of their way to help

a caving club in the way Jim has done. He bad no interest in caving, he thought ~

we were all daft, and was protnb2y right. But, he was aware of our enthusiasm,

and gave us every help. The Axbridge end 2ater our own club were grateful to

Jim for letting us erect a cottage on his )and, when most )andcwners sh~ed only

~.n~iff~nnce.
Jim has given thumetse help to the club, and will always be remembered

for his great generosity.
Our deepest sympathy goes to his widow and fbmi2y.

T1~ ANNUAL CENEB~L I€ETJITG
The Annual General F~et~sg of the ~tndip Caving ~oup will be

held in the New Cottage at /3.~3Opm on Saturday 4th April. Details of the

agenda w~U be available nearer the day. Remember nominations for C ommittee

posts, proposals to change the Qonstitution and Rules and special items for

the Agenda must reach The Secretary by 14th ~4reh
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do izithe last week, so if ycu can nnke all or ~rt of thaW~kr3tbu ~iili be ~mos.t
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L Most brushes Tand ~terala will be provided, ~1’e’ver should ambers

be able t6 lena large brushes,I paint pads, empty paint tins of pstt kettl4s,

and dust sheets it would be appraciated. We will also reqi.are large ouantit’ies
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Johjv ~cmil)an h&s had to res~fgn as )~et Sec±’etary due’ bo famiy en

commitments. I am sure the club wouflfl wish to joan me in tJ~nkang John for all,,

his past efforts as~ ~et Secretary and welcome Jonathan Roberts-who has been

co—opted -an this p)ace. - r- L 3J~I
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.QqERCRa1D-~G.ACC~’TA~, ..., . :.:

You:may Iind it~rdto beiie~, butrecordn~ber9 of visit~..

want to stay at the old cottage. The Committee havd been getting a few pomplaints

about overcrowding,,.and wish t~ apologize for any -inconveniencethis has osused.
Asa;r,eminder:H: .,- -n -~--‘.-... .-~.,-

-n.~1. Only one ~ue~t~ may be booked for. any wø,ekpnd.

2. The size of visiting groups is limited to”lO. Ebceepbianally.

~n say away meets, the C ommittee may book larger groups, when

notice will be given iii the Newsletter. ,~:

.3.. The .-f~rst weekend of the rn~th. is resened~ for membersand
.(pr~pective members),,: ..~--z~:

.4~.Membersareentitled to aponsor.:one guest.whilst.staying .at.~

the-Cottage —.m~e -may b&~brought at tha-diecreU~of the Ccttage

c~eneraily1 things. get out og hand when several people bend the

rules at~ the. same~tine: .: . .. . . . .

~rkind hearted •O’ot~ge Warden books.in-24.they.abuse this

and brthxg 18,- 8 members turn up, one brings 6 friends, next weeks guests turn

upavWQQIC early,.a party.kicked.out of tF~e ~ on the dooz~tep
it does happen. .~. . . ..

Perhaps the current situation merely reflects the very tight -

restrictions n~ applied byEnost other kv~ndip clubs. If overc’a~ding,is. a

problem., n~then the :pr.qspc&ts ..pf getting-a bed. in the ~!ew Cottage must seem
remGbe&~’..~, -~ ;‘L~-...’r

-. ~fleqse try-.tokeep~to the. ruleq, they are~f~ your :~. benifft.

Hopefully, the comthng weeks should shs~ a marked improvement. - .

CASTJ~LVIS1’PQF~Sfr ~

)tmberac~re reminded that £he5rbnve no authority tq’~ooIç in casual

visitors calling at the cottage. You oannot bá sure that others may be booked in

and arriving 2ate~ It-Js dsmportant~ .tboztbat: guests. have..~e:recb~nizetiea~er~

who ~s’-prepar~d~tQaOøPpt re~p’on~ib.ii±tytor ‘tte .rby.H:~:~:: .‘:r ‘t..

H . OW.1oupiy~orne ~~~icU~y ~ig.ht..cb~ ‘pxperienced: where. qall~rs
come- from~ a club ,,fferi~g reciprocal ~arrangements ~.or~where~they na :prospective:

members. Some ~ommon.-sepsb. is required. One shouid:’not, -f~<~arnpJa,’rfinø’..øn
.iti~erant’ -~iub booked” in on a ~mbers Weekend, as happened recently. A group of

prospective methbeifl~ who. ‘ha&els’o.-booked :in~.--arrived to find” th,eir beds~ taken.

1’,. “~. —i: ‘Z:. b~4F ~ r..ti. w~.’.’.” :.c.:,t•n ç’ir,:



NEEEPRO~AMME

cThie to. im~ehdin~oottage work,~.no~:tripshave1 beón arranged for

thi~ne&r futute, save fo~::th~& 14/15 W.rchSolth Wales. OI.F.D. &Dan I. (~.oftrip~

*hidh Dónise~S~mue1s is 1e~d~ñg;~.Thosa:w.&~hing:t6 gç twSbuth~ Wales tI~i. weekend.

areremitdedtocontact her. ~ .

~OPTArBOOKfl~GS:~ ~

.acFE3RUkRY~r~: r~.j:~1r;.

w/E Frid~y 6th MeMbers.Quy~ & ,•~.; ~.7~tt5~g;NewCottcge+:~.rre1.

)H~; ~J;:.flth::4inppr~a.I Qpllege. •.~ ~Ehintipg. .New.~C ot~ge~..-’ ~~.;:: ~:af~~
II IT 20th T~ny Snel]. ThintThg New~ Wmbers~i?%inthjg

It 27th Dance at Westbury- ~thiting New Cottage We~k

~ ~.

:c:~;~: ~
M~RCffu-:,:fl ~-- ~ ,r~.’ r.~~-- ..tr9.’..~.;-.

W/E~yriaay 6th~1tmbers.(h]4rt .~. ~ :.c . ~ :J .~ ..

II II 13th .~

It II 20th Wet Weekend

~ ...•‘ 2,7th~t ~. .r

W/E:Fr~ar3rd, :. Wrnbers.Qily ..~.:A.G.Mj&:DINNER -;~ :

~. .*

~ .l~kers~1y /2 ~ Easter.’ i :;: .~~-:; .~

It .:~!H..24th.~..~~;*_ r:::~ ~‘:~-::-.~ :---~~-~ :,*.

The sb~e. ii5t sh~rscott~ge :~o.o.kIngs tF~t I~~e ~ &~the, moment.:
Wheretg~ets lw been

guestropm~. ::,H r/:u~’;~ ,:./~

fl~UL ESSER NEMCR]A I, lECTURE

.Th~syear~,the speaker is ~rg~tret~ Rule F.S.A.~Directcxr of the

Wry ~°s~ Trust. Ehe will bezspe~kixig .qn e :searqh,*di~covery,. sufleyj amd~.

saluageof Henry YflI’s flagship which sank ~3~Lthe.. solent. :The,~t~a..wjfl

take .plaop on Wednesday .11th :~‘ebr ry. 4zm .Asthur Tyx4afl Avenue., A,dmi in~ free

but get there early. Anyone b~avelU.ngs~ome: distance is dvised~~.t.o. req4ene a seat

by phont~ig Oliver lloyd (68 — 3229)

.:L ~.. ~ ~/ .

~AVES.~ 4KRTHWAJtES vt . 1J.~t

Caves of i~ortb Waics.; ~19$QE.ditaon by.T~ny O~fllnm. .{~ *~.1p:p&p).
This ~new edftiowe0nta~nsa.]Sst of 343 sites . ..~ .~ ~ -

•: :~.ITh.t~:* -L
.. , — ..., U - ..~.:

. ,...:, 4 it) :,~.d: .4.)



QUARRING ETASTS bMWYSIA 15 UNDERC~tOUND ThST
.Z~uddinSa~dar .~p~tedt~the. Nø~ Scientiqt recently, that

EnvirEalmental Groups an Malaysia lave Thunched a xxationwiñe camp~ignto ~vo the

prehistoric Caves at ~Iayang, four flies ~north tf L&a Iunirnr, which are threaten

ed with c~U~pse through quarry b]xxstuig.

~tu Caves is th,’nane~.oi~ths cottplMi~t ecosystem whioh includes.~

Temple Cave, Dark Cave, Mj~eum Caye, Fallen Cave, Sekai Cave and the Quarry Caves.

It is known that theQtnrry Cayes havenaq been completely destroyed and it 2$

also believed Sa1~a Cave alsQ. Now the entire complex ip thveaten by extensive

ouarry~ng at three sites. -

The eaves support a large variety of ~ra~e Ølants and ët. it~::

two which cannot be found anywhere else in the world. They are also the habitat

for several speàies àf hats, frtgs., lizards, stkes and other an3SfllB. They~

aJn~ haye a de~p religions significance for the Iünus of 1~t2aysan an the shrine

an ?emple Cave. -

Despite the fact that the ~tu Caves were, given t1ie~St4tUS ~of a

National Monument in the Third FlL2nysian Plan, the qjnrrjing activities that

generate 3000 tonnes of limestone &nd 13 tennes of duet per day now threathèn :tha~

caves with a alllpse and deatx’uction, Of the three Qu~rries operating. ‘in,.the:~tu
Caves area, the Public Works Depertment Quarry is 1ocat~d only 400 yr~s from the.

Temple Cave. It las been operatTh~ since 1973 and prpduce~ sbe 300,000 tohr~es’

of crushed rock every year. The other two qi~rraes — the Dolomite Thdustnes

Quñrry and. the~ Kbnne~son Q~fl’~r bé~an their eperati~ns ~ 1954 and 1959
respeoti7ely: DoIañ±tè -iS b~áàtThg s~ne 52S~~sftom the Dark Caves, The ‘Ewo

private quarries ar3 repotted to ~ay an annual royalty of £3U0,000 to the

Se2angsr State Government. .“:

According to Kiew Boon Ha.n~ of the I’b2aysian %ture Society, the

ouarryin~ has danaged stalagmites an one of the caves. “This is the first of

four stages that would lead, if unchecked, to the ultannte destruction of the

eaves. Shock waves~ from the quarty blasting have resulted in the thinning of

‘ioófs ithsoinO~ ~ i~1ne&’a151e 4o:oo]AljseT!.; . . .. :‘.~

Th the ~st few years, groups such as the Fhlnysian !~ture Society,

the~tU CetésProtection.Association, Sakahat Alnm ~laysia.(SâM -. ~iends ‘of the

Eartbit)ayáia ~ and ~he Eiflfr tental Ptoteotnhi$oeiøty, have sh~sn their concern

over the . ~ebi~rating.state of the cavda’. ~E~rlier~tbi&year,. 5AM initiated S

~tu Caves” campaign.. It has already sent out severai handred petitions to the

federal and state authorities under this ecam~ign, end several people have staged

6



a fast infront of the caves in a dranatjc b~.d to get the authorities to stop

the o~nyang activsLies,

In 1978, the ti~st~ of Science, Technology and Envir&ment, in a
special report to the Selang~r Gcvernment1, wairned that b2.astang at one of the

quarries caused seismic disturbanc? an 1tbo cave area, and couli endanger the exist

ang structure .o2’ the caves, Public concern ~gr8u an March last year when several

scientists reported that frequeht nmb1asi~gs axtd rock’Calla .Inthe oave~ could lead
to a majcr collapse or land~]Js3e, Cracks were alse found an the cave trails.

At the same tame, a geological report to the state gavernmant, preperbd by the

Tourist Develôpäonb Corporation, recommended that t}je~b]aeting at ~tÜ caves

should talt.

These reports prompted the Se2ang~yr governmentls eimo~mcoment that
all quarrykg activities would stop by 19th June SOt new cuarry sates were

allocated to the Companies, ....: . : .

In July the Selangor government gave en extention to activ{tieg
at the two Batu quarries until 31 December ~ecaune thp alternative quaray site
at Sungea Lang, I<a~ang, Jacks rcads and cloctncaty. This c~used scmethabg of

an uprcar~in ~t2aysaan envaronmontelast circles, -

....

The state government Gave an alattle t~ public prepsare by announc
ang tn ~th September tInt tto two private quarrie3 have been asked to stbp

blasting tnmediately In certaan areas near the caves, ICeniaeison ~~uarry, which

has been blasting in seve~areas, wa~ asked ,~to lamat its b1~stang to the four

areas ±brthest from the nEin caves: Dolomite was asked to close one of its three

blasting areas, . . . ,.

Hcwever,SAM argues that to atop blasting at certain points wall not
make any great difference to the existing citi.atxon, Even if the blasting stopped

at once, SAM argues the risk of a c oliapse insIde~ the ~vé~ dtfl]* exists, as their

structure is already seriously weekend, If’ thace ~is nO dr~tiø.~oIlapse within

the next few months the continuing process øe:.weakehi~.d~i~e&b~ .~ht~ak waves and

tremors nny still lead to a deepening of cracks, more rock falls end

H~ever the Deputy State Secr$tary (Ohs irrian of the Gaverniitsut~ &at~

Caves Special Committee)has declared the government will stand firm on its decision

whatever the protesters do0 SAM declared 22 Oat ober 80 a ~ay of protest age Inst

qimrrying at Batu Caves. 300 environmentalists gathered in front of the caves.

The Save Batu Caves Group n~ plans to i4tensify its oam~aIgn with regular weekly

fasts and a regular vigil in parts of the caves,
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Further details from: Peter Townsend, I~incipa1, Peak

Fh4cal ~rk Study-Centre, Losehill I~~ll, :~st~ton,

Darbyshire, 330 2WB. (SAE please)

XER0P~M .~.

Xeroperrn is a new copy n~ternl recently Jaunohed by Rank Xerox.

The nean advantage of zeroperm is that if anything, even grease or oil as spilt

on your copy all you have to do as wash it under the tap. Xeroperm as a plastics

hased paper and is absolutely waterproof.

The xrain application, is s~enascopying.fotjndustrjal/ proiuction

environments. It is also the very thing for outdoor use an all weather conditi,ns

It is ideal too for copying surveys for use underground. If it gets too muddy

you can clean it up by diving an the odd sumpt

CORCTIO

TECIffl]DAL SUPPIEM~NT DECEMBER SO. ge2.;.’.’

NIFE Charging Rates should read —

0.5 ampere for 40 hours

Q~9 ampere tue 22 hours . •.. ~

1.75 ampere for 11.5 hours

,,,~.,.-. ..~‘ ‘,

Peak Naticuel 1~rk Study Centre
Lb~ehifl I~1l

MINES OF T~ PEAK

6t1/Sbh lyhroh SI.
A. weekend course at Losehaji l~iil

Surface walks and underground fisits to include Ecton H-ill

lead a~ad copper manes. Goodluck Ifine. Magpie Mane0 Peek

District Mining Museum. Led by- Jim Rieuwerts and

Dr TrevorForc5. ,. . .. . .. . ~. -

..,.~. ~



~‘ENDIP ~AVfl~G GROUP CONcETEE

SECRETARY ~TE ~TBEWS 15 De12~ott Close,

Welwyn Garden City.
TEL (iiOi€) Welwyn Garden 21018

(wo.aic) Welwyn t~rden 23434 x 3436
ThEASURER ER]}J DEWIEr 32 Chequors Oc-chard,

Iver, Bucks.
!~flT SECRETARY JONATHAN ROBERTS 17 Kent Avenue, West Eeling,

CO-OPTED London, W13 8BE.

TEL (Hoi~4s) 01 997 2916

01 486 8523
C~fTA~ WARDEN WAYNE HISOOX 3 Kewarc3, Glestonbury Reed,

Wells, Somerset0
TEL (WEaK) Wells 72~l ~c 42.

TACKIE~STER JOHN M~IAM 18 Loi’raine Court, Cambourne R~d,

Sutton, Surrey.
TEL (HOi’~IE) 01 643 7872

(wauc) 01 736 122.2 x 272
BECE~DER ~EG SMITH 116 Nield Read,

Ityes, Middlesex,
TEl, (HO~1E) 01 848 3340

EDIPER BRYAN PITTM~N 36 Itnor Way,

Egltm, Surrey,
TEL (H0~) E~1zm 37540

WEEKIX ?€ETINGS Thursday Evenings at the BEEHiVE HOTEL

227 High Street, Brentf~d, Middlesex.

CAVING ACCOr4tqa)A~~~~ M,C.G. COTTAGE, The Stirrup Cup,

Nardmoh on Itndip, Blngdon, Somerset6

N.G.R. ST5515150.5605
29 beds av~i1ab1e. Guest Bookings to be n~de with the Cottage Warden.
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ANNilAL ~NE~L NEETThIG

ence eg~Th it iá time tm considex’ the Committee you want for the
coming year. Give the matter serious thought, it is your club, and your money

which is ab stake.

NONflT IONS

SECRETRfl ___________________Proposed by _________________

TRE~ SURER ______________________

FEET SECRETARY ____________________~:&oposed by ___________________

TACKS ?RSTER _____________________ Proposed by ____________________

COTTAt~ WARDEN ___________________ Proposed by __________________

EOTP~ ____________________ Proposed by ___________________

PEG ~DER ___________________ Proposed by

Nominations for Hon. Offioen &iould reach the SGoreta~ry by the

14th I4reh. Please ensure that nominees are px’e~red to stand. If you h~ve any

special iten fcw discussion, agatha, this should b& submitted as soon es possible.
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