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COTTAGE PROGRESS
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. The, Cottage Fhlnting Team bas. completed pam'b:mg all the interior
woodwork and mogt of the walls, hcwever some walls have [‘Bd to be leff 23 they
are still damp, The electricity is now connected and we now have hot wa‘her and
gshowers, The carpenters shrmld bef:l.tt:_ng the; bunks aboyt Do, and ‘hhe a8 system‘ .
should be installed during the current membh, Arrangements are als D“:L_r_:_lhand 'Eo
feve the forecourt; Jovelled, in the near fybeze. .
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R . Members of ‘the. pa:mtmg tean, have expressed concern abou'b 'bhe :Lnadiqmte
heat gl'v‘er; out by the specml five which was ms’qalled even whén ccéi was used,
It would be wise to congider wimt addltlonal heating members mlghh thlnk sultable-
for the new coblage es this. IThem will have §9 be d:deussed at the. A GuM. The
cl‘angmg room lig particularly cold and of course the cottage w:Lll :tﬁe slowr to

- warm up.on.8, ¥rifay after it bas been leff empty, for.five deys .or.more,
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ANNTAL GENERA L MEET ING

The Annual General Meeting of the Memdip Caving Group is to be.. held
- 8% The: New-Cotiage -on. Saturda.y‘ afternom. 4bh. Aprll The start tg.me wi'll e
announced; in. the Agenda whioh.will be dis.’bribu‘ted on 26th M&arch. Ths: Aéenda includes
items on — Policy towards Guests: Cottage Admmls‘cmtlon, and & prc-opuaed mcreaae -
of Anmual Subscriptions to £10 (and £2), and I here the bouks don't talsnce ek,
again, ;This.expected 4o be.g. Fmeg peeting and, Wl;l.l ha've 'bo ge:b off promptly to
anearly- gtart if g%, :L‘a to, flnish in. fime. for t-he Dinner S0, dont be la'be£
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o nﬂ?he Annval Dinper will follow . 'tha AoGols and is. to be. held et The
Star Hotel, Wells at 7.30.pems for 8.p.m, There will be a ber extensmn unt:Ll
11,30.psme The main course is sirloin steak in chasaeur sauce. Ticketa are ava:a.lable
from the Secrelary; Jon Roberts, or Wayne until 21st March at £6.50 or £7 on the
day so book in advance. The ccach will leave at 6.45 & return 11.45 @£l per head.



CONGATUIAT ICNS

A417an and Rosemary Wicks hed a baby boy Nigel Alec 71b 6oz on 20Cth
Februmry. : ' |

GUEST BOCKINGS

Thias subject seems to be renching boiling point st the moment. Ali
of which promises some extremely hezted exchanges of views et the for“bhc_omrh.rig
A G S

&rercrowdmg, or at 1east capacl’ny book:mg, seeme to be (-3 chronlc

problem, Several questn.one need to be zalnex,rered1 i

"H." wl.-»"" - o . ! . -
Do we want 4o completely flll the co‘btage every weekend?
Are we prepared to @y for spece? ' ‘ ‘
 Kve Khere more members dncluding }K‘oﬂpec'b'l:vs membera oom1ng dcrnn‘? SR

.Is- the Cot'bage Wdrden respcmdmg to membere needs" _ .
- With- Febrmry & }bmbere Work Mon’ch why were two gueet clul boelringe acoep’ced? '
Whieh room - in the new cot’eage 13 'l:e be the guest room the 8 or the 14 bec'{'? R

R

RIS 0 ‘the ye‘ar -goea true to form the' c'o‘ﬂft}a_gei should be deserted ‘by";]'izne‘

N.B. . The- New ‘Cottage will not be avaikible for gest bopkmgéi'ﬁnﬁ_l the -
Gommittee are sabisfied that it is in & suitable condition. This is unlikely to

i

be before the summer,

THCXIEMSTIR BRI ’
- §'o}m Fﬁrﬁam is raeignmg as Tacklﬁmaatecc @b the A.G.M, S¢ whilst ti'mnlcjug
' .Tohn for hie paet efforte the club nuw has to conezder who J.S “bo bo “Bis stocoesur,

© 7 Iotgof th:.ngs Bre happenmg Ari this olub at the moment s well B
many other events in obher: caving regclene. Héwever not ‘mueh tnterial hes been sent.
to the Editor, Tn fact it seems gues t9 pub nore interesting news more ‘often in the
Cottage Log than Members send to the Edibor for dnclusion in the Newsgletterl

N‘ext months Newsle’c.ter should be e bumper ieeue but At won'b :.f you
dontt eend ym:lr news In by Elst Mzrch ' ' P



KEPER LIONTA 1980

B.ckgfound

Kephallenia is the larg
est of the Ienian Islands, but
curiouslir the least commercialised,
It lies off the West Coast of Greece
about 100 miles ssuth of Cerfu and
has been feabured at least twice
by the Media: once by the B.B.C.
in the series 'Werlds without Sun!

- and once in the magazine 'Natiomal
Geographict, The phenomina attribu
ted to the Island is that water
from the sea sginks at the western
end at Argostoll and re-appesrs 15
miles to the east as risings in the
gea, Since the rising water is
virtually fresh, the underground
gtreams must be complimented by
sources inland,

Although several expeditions in

the past, notably the French and Austrians

bad failed to find significant lengths
of pedsage, the last trip by Englishmen
(John Cotay et al) reperted that large
parts of the inland area remsined wn
explored, mainly because of the thick
undergrowth covering the island.With
the whels island cemposed of limestene,
and the central upland areas rising to
over 1600 metres, prespects for large
discoveriess seemed good., The available
evidence was enough to cenvince us

(and the B.L.R.A . awards committee)
that ancbher expedition would be worth
while,

The Expedition

In the latter half of July 1980
John Miriam, Don Voesper and Greg Smith
joined a group of cavers from the North
and flew to Athens from Catwick, Even
though weight had to be kept to a minimum
most members of thel3 strong party mana
ged personal S.R.T. gear and 200 feet of
rope each, together with nerml caving
and bivi gear,

Once on Kephallenis, our first
job was to get to know the lecals, and
to visit the museum at Argostoli, where
we had contacts, By hiring a V,W. Basetle
with our grant we were able to cover
most of the Island, and ferry perties
to survay the most interesting areas,
Inevitably we had to start very early
iﬁ the morning and do mest of our walk
ing befere the heat of mid-day.
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After practically three weeks of searching the hills and valleys we

Gra 980

Searching

came to the comciusion that there were ne caves of any impertance on Kephallenia,
other than these already knewn around the area of Sami: evidence from the lscals
alse supperted this conclusion, The terrain was extremly difficult to traverse
because of thick bush and prickly scrub. Virtually all the valleys and: plataux
were terraced and cultivated in the typical mediteranean sityls and we guessed
that any natural sinks that might bave exiaieé were now filled in, The heavy
rainfall { typically 30 inches per annum ) oceurs during the winter menths and
rus directly off the mountainsides without sinking underground, therefore the
plains of Omala and Semi become saturated and act as patural reservolrs,
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The '_Gaves R

The eﬁves around Sami ap')eqr tc be remnant.s % G“l anclont ft-::q:illzed
aysten,. Karxy dll siar‘u Wlth an 111115)"83“:3.‘3‘0 enbra ee 5. pro’r‘ably roaf LO.LL’!paO, -and -
aach enda abrup-aly in a clear doep sump, vr:d:h tz_rtually no c.pon paasape leng'uh,

Descmptl.ms 8o’ as follm.rs(,

KARAVOI&EE‘L(S - Water resuggea ft‘om a flooded cave :Lnbo a shallcw pmburosque*L!rq
v with uverliok:lng *'estauranta The' wa’sm rushes through & mill - race at Jobe opposite
end of the lake, stralgh‘b 1nto the sea . o :.f_'_;;‘_:"_ ST
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DRCNGABATT -I—“An :unpresfsmve phow r*ave w1th ntairway 30 metre:::’éeep to a 1arge J-:- j’z
ck‘“mber 95 me'bres 1=:zng, 45 mehres wide and 21 me'bres hlgh. The chamber :Ls g bl

decorated vri'uh many Jarge- speleothems ’ many of whlch haveé. béen hrokon, apparently

by an drate’ caVé gulde after be:.ng sacked! S e
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MELISANI i Another show cave whl"h is i effécth” a 1arge flooded ‘ehatiber 160, me‘l,res"{"?
long and 30 metras wxde w;'.th an. opsning. to the sur‘face Tha public are Jcekcn in-

beats around the chamber across crystal elear, bracki&.h watcr _orer 29 mebres deep.':;:“
The. cave. has. been dlved by the Austrians (as feaﬁured :Ln ﬂnf&rlds W:l:bhou'b Sunt)

with 11'Li-le result., . ':.: RS B '
ZE'RVAT I - This cave, is: inlapd from the rezv-zc‘gances al’ Karavmnyl o Aan& is ano’cher
jarge co.’l"lanaed c,l.auber contalnmg Twro bmcklsh wahEr Lﬂrcs Bo‘bh ]ﬂkuﬁ Exave been
qiwed by the Austrinfie: *ore Ieads to another . large clamber with no ex.u.us, and thé' ;
obher is - blesked passage full of submerged s’ba_acurbeu,

THEWD GROUS -~ A spec’cacu.hr en‘hrance. A pluch '8 ightly less tt‘ﬁn 33 me’crea, drops
on a greal rubble slope, covered with smll trees (makes abseiling in shorts
peinful), The termiral lake contains eels which are peculiarto Zewrvati smd Mslisant

" ELOUSA - Very large, free — climuabBle crater roughly 150 metres in dismetsm, A
dengorous, sloping pltch in one corger leads to z sump 30 metrea lower,

FROBROUSCT —~ Two parallel shefts which ere extremly unstable and terminmte in 7i-
large lakes,

ANGAIACTI ~ The only cave explored which had any sort of open horezontal development

The tree lined entrance pit, 3C metres deep to the top of a mossy, rubble cone,

is very herd to find, he end of the come ends in a large sump whilst at the obther

aide a passage leada off across a stalagmite floar end waist deep Inke to a guano choke,



To sum up: Kephallonia's & nice place, shame abotit the caves Though,: -
Ubher meubers of the expcdltlon were:i~ Kev and Margeret. Millington, Stun and Ann
Rlicdesy Ray and Jeus - Lonsdale, Ia_n russley Garol PurneL -Roy Reoebuck (all- N.P.C, )
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“Gsog and John should be doing 2 slide show of the Expedi’ﬁi‘"’%ﬁUﬂ?n....(,w-hen:'f"hnthaﬂ-"'
mounted..hig - slidea.).n.._:.:a ot onn ol o e
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As you, l’ﬁve read earller in th:.s edition-3

o ubseriptions -ere: going
up afber:the 3 "G.M. Those of' you with SubBCI‘ip'blonS outsbandIng:should: pay- “Ehemt o

now &g they~ will be charged ab t&e ne *ate :Lf pald &fter The & GaMyE /b Doloviant
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COTTAGE BACKTNGS g T onnoe s ocrioemadle ol ead norl

The editor hes not been :Lnformeé of sny guest bookings for
March SD presumably the MILY Gottage should 1ot beé:tod ereaded thig” month.* RIS
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NEW COI'FAGE PREPARATIGN
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MENDIP CAVING GRSUF COMMITTEE

SECRETARY PETE MATHEWS
TEL (HOME)
(WORK)

TREASTRER YERITC ROWIEY

MEET SECRETARY JONATHAN ROEBERTS

C ©-OFTED
TEL (HOME)
({CRK)
COTTAGE WARIEN  WAYME HISCOX
TEL (W(RK)
TACKIEM\ STER JCHN MIRIAM
TEL (HOME)
(WRK )
REC RDER GEG SMITH
TEL -(HOME )
EDIT(R ERYAN PITTM\K
TEL (HOME)

15 Delleott Close,

Welwyn Garden City,

Welwyn Garden 21718

Welwyn CGarden 23434 x 3434
32 Chequers Crebard »

Iver, Pucks,

17 Kent Avenve, Wegt Ealing,
London, Wi3 8EE.

OL 997 241A

01 486 8523
3 Keward, Glastonbury Read,

Wells,5Someraet,
Wells 72781 x 41
18 Torraine Court, Cambourne Read,
Sutton, Surrey, :

Ol 643 7872

M. 736 1212 x 272

116 Nield Read,

Hyes, Middlesex,

L 848 3340

36 Mynor Vey,

Egham, Surrey,

Egkam 37540

-

WEEKIY MEETIRGS  Thuredey Ervenings. et the BEEHIVE HOIEL
227 High Street, Brentford, Middlesex.

CATING ACCOMMDATION MGG, GOITA(H, The Stirrup Cup,
Nordrach on Mepdip, Blagdon, Somerset,
. N.GR. ST55/5150,5405 '
29 beds available, Guest Bookings to be made with the Cottage Warden.





