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GCTTA~ PROGRESS
‘:.~ •

.The,.P.ot~ge ~ Team ins completed- nting:~1l einterior
woodwork and most of the wails, however some walls have had to be left as they

.:.. - •—--.- ..s..,.~. ~‘- .. -~

are still damp. The electricity is now connected and we now have hot water 9nd

showers. The carpenters shuld .befitting the~ bunks abo.i~t now, nd the gas system

:‘,. ~ ~ •..~,r~-~c’.--:-~.--’-

shou2ñ be installed during the current month. Arra.n~ements.erealaoin1nnd.to,..

have the forecourt. levelled in the, near. ~Cut~se. ...- ..
. .-• --,.:. -: -. -- ~ .

I 4—

“~‘~ $-$~~ tx?~~.~
heat give~out~.by Mlw..speo~ai firewhich was installed, QYarl when OCQI. was use,d,•

It would be wise to consider what additional heating members might think suitable
f~~ei~ew,o.Qt~age as ths.iLe~w~i1 have, t.9 b~ .discusaed at thSA .G.M. The

changing room is ~articu2ar1y cold and of course the cottage wil]. be slew to

warm ~it- ~°P:-?~1: empty for.:five 6~ya .ormor?.

jr,

ANNtJ~L~lQEEALNE~rING ....
- .-.

The Annual General ~eting of the F~ndip Oav’:ing Group is to be~ hell.

.at:’,T.h~: New~-.Q ot%ge ..pn-. Saturda4r., aftqrJaP~4ttA~1I1. The st~rt.t~n~e. will be

ann.~nce&.i~.h~.Agen~ wh±oh..t-i]1. .b,e -~intr,i~ut~e~ 26th ~ The%Agenda4nci~4es

items on — Policy tiwards Guests: Cottage Administration, and a proposed incre~;~

of Annual Subscriptions to £10 (and £2), and I here the books dontt l~lanoe ,yqt..
aga~..ufl4s ~~~~pti~g and, wi~~l have o~g~ff promptly to

a-?1y~flt~2t; ~‘~tgM. trclii .~-nJ4~e -S~--~3~ ~ d~ nt be :l~~1.:;

‘--I, ,~ — -.

‘-ci —

~epfl~:th A.Q.J4~ndi~to e,~held at The

Star Hotel, Wells at 7.30,p.m. for 8.p.m. Therq.-y~il]~be. a bar extension ~W:~.,-~-;
ll.30.p.m. The main course is sirloin steak in chasseur sauce Tickets are avai3able

from the Sec~’atb~ Jon Roberts, or ~hyne until 21st March at £6.50 or £7 on the

day so book in advance.. The ocech will leave at 6.45 & return 11.45 @fl per head.

NO 138



CONGRTUIATIONS

Allan and Rosenmry Wicks kM a baby boy Nigel fled 71b £02 on 2Cth

Febrinry.

GUEST BOOKINGS

This subject seems to be reaching boilThg point at the moment. AU

of which promises some extremely heated excl~nges of views at the forthcomd~ng

A,G~M.

OvercrcMding, or ~t least capacity- booking, seem~ to bs & chronic

problem. Sevexel questions need to be answeredL.

Do we want to completely fill the cottage every weekend?

Are tId prepared to p~y for s~ce? .. H
.A~e- Xhere more members dncluding ~cepeotave n~embqr~ oothingd~Jn? H

Is the- Cot~a~ê Warden resp~d~g to memberi needs?

Wit~i Febrt~ry a J4mbers Work Month why were two guest club boohlxigs ecoepted?

Which room m the new cottage 2S to be the guest room the S or the 14 bed’

- If -the year goeá t~ue to f~orm the cottage ~hou2fi b& desèrtéd bt Juno

N.B. The- Néwtottage.wiil not be avai~bie f~ ~est bobi gantfl the

Committee are satisfied tl~t -it is in a suitable condition. This is unlikely t0

be before the summer. - - - - -.

John Miriam i~ reeigning as .T~ok1ana-ster at the LeCLM~, .S& whilst th~bkiiig

.Tohn for his past efforts the club nw has to consider who is to o~ birstncees.w0

NEW I~PTER - -

- Lots of thtigs á±e- h peniñg~fi±i this club-tat the moment ~s~ell ns

many other events in other caving zdgWns. ~H&rever nat :inuoh tnterlal has been sent.

to the Editor, ]h fret it seems guests put nore interesting news more often in the

Cottage Log tlan .?~mber~. send to the Editor f~’ inclusion in the Newslette±’S

Nert months Newsletter shou2ñ be a bumper issue but it wont if you

don’t send your news in by 21st Itrch0



KEPmIaoN)Y~ 1980

Kephallonia is the larg

est of the lonian Islands, but

curiously the least commercialised,

It lies off the West C~st of ~‘eece

about 100 miles south of Corfu and

has been feafured at least twice

by the }&dia: once by the B.B.C.

in the series ‘Worlds without Sun’

and once in the magaz:ine ‘National

Geographic’. The phenoinina attribu

ted to the Island is that water

from the sea sinks at the western

end at Argostoli and re-appears 15

miles to the eas~t as risings in the

sea0 Since the rising water is

virtnally fresh, the underground

streams must be complimented by

sources inland,

Although several expeditions in

the past, notably the French and Austrians

bad failed to find significant lengths

of passage, the last trip by- Englishmen

(John Conway et al) reported that large

parts of the inland area rerrained un

explored, irainly because Df the thick

undergrwath c overing the island,With

the whole island composed of limestone,

and the central upland areas rising to

over 1600 metres, prospects for large

discoveries seemed good. The available

evidence was enough to convince us

(and the B.C.RSO ‘wards committee)

that another expedition wou]A be worth

while0

The Expedition

Th the latter half of July 1980
John Miriam, Don Vosper and Ckeg Smith

joined a group of cavers fran the North

and flew to Athens from Gatwick. Even

though weight had to be kept to a minimum

most members of thel3 strong oarty mana

ged personal SiLT. gear and 200 feet of

rope each, together with nornal caving

and bivi gear0

~ce on Kephallonia, our first
job was to get to~kn~ the locals, and

to visit the museum at Argostoli, where

we had contacts. By hiring a V.W. Beetle

with our grant we were able t0 cover

most of the Island, and ferry parties
to survey the most interesting areas.

Inevitably we bad to start very early

in the morning and do most of our walk

ing before the heat of mid—day0

&ckgr ound



Searching
After practicaily tiwee weeks of searching the hills and valJeys we

came to the comclusion that there were no caves of any importance on Kephallonia,

other than those a2ready knuwxn around the area of Sand: evidence from the locals

also supported this conclusion. The terrain was extremly difficult to traverse

because of thick bush and prickly scrub. Virti~1ly all the valleys and: p)ataux

were terraced and cultivated in the typical med iteranean style and we guessed

that any natural sinks that might have existed were nat filled In. The heavy

rain±’~ll ( typically 30 inches per annum ) occurs during the winter months and

runs directly off the moimtainsthies without sinking underground, therefore the

plains of Qiala and Sami become saturated and act as natural reservoirs.

ANGALAKI
Sami, Kephallortia

Projected Elevation

su I1~

Plan
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The Caves -

The cuves around Sam! appear to be romnanta of an anciojit fr~~i1ize~d

system. I~iariy all starL with ~a npressi~’o entrance, prol-tbly roof collapse, and

each ends abrupily in a alear deep sump, with tirtuq.1)y no open passage length0

Descriptions are as fol1ows~—

ic~~vo~rJs — Water resiçges from a flooded cave into a shallow paeburosque~ like

~iith averl•~oktig 2~estaurant0 Th~ wátet ~‘ushes thauh ~ n1fl - iace nt the opposite

end of the lake, straight into the sea,

DRCN&~RATT —An arnpre~sive show cave, with staln-ay 30 metres deep to a large ~

chamber 95 metres lang, 45 metres wide, and 21 metres high, The chamber as

decorated with many large speleothoms, many of which have b&en broken, apparently

by an irate cavO gui4e after being sackedl

1€LISANI — 4nother show ~ve which is in effect a large flooded chanber 160 i~netros

long and 30 metres wide wath an opening to the strface. Tha public are taknnrn

brats around the chamber across crystal clear, brackish water over 20 metres deep.

The cave b~s been dived by the Au.~trjans (as featured an tWorlc’s Without Sun?)

with little result,

ZERVATI -. This cave as 3nlaxJd ft om the reregencea at Karavom~rlos, and is another

large coJThp~ed ~Lwnber containm~ two brackish vat~r 3akcs~~ Both bikes bye been
dicrtj 1-37 the Austnaijs one leads to anothe.,, large chamber with noL exit.s~ ana the
other is a .bJs~kod passage full cC submergcd stalactites, . -.

THE~DQz01JS A spectacular entrance. A pitch, slightly less than 33 metres, drops

on a great rubble á1o~e, covered with snnll trees (makes abseiling in shorts

painful). The terminal lake contains eels which are pecuJiarto Zervati cud Mslisanj

ELOUSA -. Very large, free — clL’±r~ble crater roughly 150 metres in dJ~amotz~. A

dangcrous, sloping pitch in one cor4er leads to a sump 30 metres lower,

ERO~0USCI — Two parallel shafts which ere extremly unstable and terminate in i~

large lakes.

ANG~L~CI — The only cave explored which had any sort of open hare~ont~1 development

The tree lined entrance pit, 30 metres deep to the top of a mossy, rubble cone,

is very hard to find, (he end of the cone ends in a )a~ge sump whilst at the other

side a passage leads off across a stalagmite flor end waist deep lake to a guano choke.



To sum up: KepMllonhrs a nice ia cijip e, sme abottu the caves tk k
Obber members of the € dt’ Oug~1~,

andvStenofc,P~c L;sd~e,~:q;; tCe:a n M~rg~retMafl;~ bon, (all N,P CO,)

- - ~k-eg Smith

do~sig of the Ex~edationsuon (when Sohn 1198

SUBSQRIpj~ IG~S

As you F8ve read earlier in th±~ edit S -

M. Those of ;onith 3ubsc~ ipti ons outstand ubscnptions;re going

Z2 ~1 it~L~t~ ~the:A;Gwi~ ., 7
COPTA~1 BflCKtN~E

The editor ~ not been infonnea of Guy gueet book1ng~ for

b~hrcb So ~resumably the ¶6 Cqttage shoub5 not be too ortwded this month.

:~t;, fl~/~ ck :~0u’~hrwales~ .FcD~hDai~

‘qEW CGI.TA~ mEPABATION . . . .

~m~ng:.et..~Jje; fficnezit a~c~ m~b~~: ~
should keep an close, eonta t: with !~lly. whp 48 in the best o~it~ori~td ~ti

help g required. . .... *•. .. H,.f..;!
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WND I? CAV fiG GR~UP 0 014K1T2TEE

SECRETARY ~TE ~TIEWS 15 Delloott Close,

Weiwyn Garden C±ty.

TEL (HOW) Welwyn Garden 21(’US

(womc) Welwyn Garden 23434 x 3436
TREASE’RER FER1C DEWEY 32 Chequers C~’cbar5,

Iver, Pucks0
WET SECRETARY JONATHAN ROBERTS 17 Kent Avenue, West Ealing,

OO-O?TED London, Wi3 SEE.
TEL (HoW) 01 997 292~

(~Fx) Cl 486 8523
COPTA~ WARDEN WAfl~E HISCOX 3 Keward, Glastonbury Raid,

Wells.,3Somerset.,
TEL (WcRK) Wells 72CS]. x 41

TACKIEMXSTER JCHN MWIAM 18 lorraine Court2 Cambourne Rcad,

Sutton, Surrey,
TEL (HoW) 01 643 7872

(winK) ‘1]. 736 1222 x 272

RECiflDER C~EG SMflH 116 Nield Road,

Fäy-es, Middlesex,
TEL (HOW) 21848 3340

ED~~ BRYAN PITT~N 36 Minor Way-,

Egk~m, Surrey,
TEL (HOW) Eg~ani 37540’

WEEKlY WET IRE Thiwada~v Bven~gs. at the BEETWE HOTEL

227 High Street, ~‘emtford, Middlesex.

CAtING ACC0NM~AT ION M.C 0G, Q~TTA~, Tfr Stirrup Cup,

Nardmch th %&Lp, B2agdon~ Somer&et4

N.G.R. ST55/5150051&05

29 beds available. Guest Bookings to be n~ade with the Cottage Warden,

9




