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THNK YOU

Do you remember who conces.ved the idea of buildlng & new co‘b‘bage or did
it just evelve from our tmsuccegsful search for an old cobtage which we could
rencvate and convert to our purposeZ Do you remember who wes oh the origiml Cottege
Sub-committee — Tony Knibbs, Roger Wallington, Rob Penn and myself,

It seems strange now thet our indefatigible Wayne H_‘I.SCDK, who hms for so
long set us the exnmple of what to do and how to do it w1thout ésking us to do eny
thing he wouldn't do himself, was not oh the Committea, It wag I suppoge inevitable
with his enthusiasm and confidence that he'd become our Clerk of Works end how
fortunate we were when he and Anne decided th live in Wells. So that we hmd the
added advantage of having our. practical handyrran (what he didn't know he found out
and applied with’ considerable aptitude) 8g an on-asite Foremsn,

. It woz Roger Wallington however, who carried the responmblllty :E‘cr
dealgnlng our cottage, prepering plans, obtaining Planning Permission, and draw:mg
up spec:i‘lca‘hlons with great care, considerable detailed peper work, and &n everlsdt
ing patience towards those of us who were just novices in this new venture,

If‘ we fargot engthing (why did we havé only one fireplace?) it waes the
respon81bility of the Committee ag a whole, and no ore in partieular., Our first
Minutes _were kept by Tony Knibbe with his vususl precision snd clerity, snd when ke~ -
resigned from the Sub-c ommittee, once agaln it was Wayne who filled the bresch,

And,.just in cage you have forgotten, it was John Miriam who first drew
my attntion- to the fact that there ves a specinl ‘self bulld scheme for Clerities
which hed as a legitimate target, the recovery of V.A,T, Our stetus es & cherity
wag sought initially ag a means to avoid peying Corporation Tax on our bank interest
after it exceeded £15 per annun, but brought in its train, the unexpected benuges
of rate relief and saving of V.A.T. -~ Clarity certainly begins at home !

Now that T am no longer the:Group Tfeaaurert I feel thet I cen express
my admiration of and thanks to the obher members of the Sub-committee who did
so nmuch for us, never forgetting that all the time Pete Mathews wesg Lurking in
the background urging and cajoling the rest of- us, end nego’oiating go well and
go tactfully with the Sports Council with oub whose fimsncial backing our task
would have taken = greét deal longer, :
P.T.U.

Toﬁ Opposite The ®riginal M.C.G. Cottage winter 1962,
Bobttom Cpposite Simon Creosoting the existing hut during conﬂsruction 1965



Thenk yeu to the late Tim Fry too, for his good humoured interest in our
activities which ultimately Jead to him selling us the land on which sur new cottage
gtands, which ia I tidnk a fitting memorial to him. I hope timt he'll still watch
our comings and goings and frolickings with his uswal wry smile,

o o e T Ron Saunders,

~Rr T

THE NEW COITAGE FROM INCEFTION TO COMPIET ION

_ The beginning was the resurected Iand Purchase Fund funded by weekly
collections &t club meetings from 1968 -onwards.

During 1971 and 1972 the club began seriously looking round for a
permanent site, end amongst other propesals (derelict barns etc,) there was one
to approach Jim Fry about buying the piece of land around the old Axbrige hut,
The locai planners said there was no objection to us moving our hut onto the
site with temporary permission, which seemed to sult our needs ®nd pockets at
the tine,

After much deliberation end scouring of Mondip fob altermetives it .
was decided to go aheed on Jim's site, but with a permanent building, A sub-
committee was formed to deal with enything concerning the ne,w' cottage, and in
Cetober 1973, heving worked out & sultable specificatiom, an ap-licetion was mede
for Gutline Planning Permission (This approves the principals of development
only, not the details,), The Local Authority kept stalling on e decision, and
then fimmlly informedx us in Merch 1974 that because the site was In en aree
desigmted eg !'#f Outstanding Matural Beauby!, nothing less than e fully detailed
aprlication would be considered, o :

. This prompted swift action on negmbtimtions over the land, &and in July
197/ the size of the site was agreed et a price of £900 plus leaving our old
club hut for Jim's-use, Detailed plens were‘prepered'.and in Cotober 1974 an
applioohion yas mede for Full Flanning Pormiagion, whioch wue granked on 22 Januery

1375,

Mearwhile estimates hastlly prod\iced » indicated a cost of £4500
plus the cost of the land; this wes later amended to £6325, with the Sports
Gouncil finally offering & grant of 50 per cent in November 1975,

The next sbage was to seek Building Permission (choice of materisls
and congstruction details), which hit a big smag with the counclls! refusal toe
accept our proposal for a septic tank (a small tank which by becteriologioel action
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and primery filtering removes most of the nestiew, ellowing meturel filtering
through the subsoil to complete the job)s The¥said 'Cart have ell that stuff sinking
down they fissures and gettin! in the dritiking water!,, and apsrt fbom sophisticated
tollets which converted the stuff to humus (one model was called "The Chemikezi? )
the only alternative was en expensive and mons‘hrous cegspit 12 feelt deep -

a formidable task for us. Permission vas eventually recleved o 21gt Jume 1976

and work began,

- The construct:.@n of a two st oray building the size of & Jarge four
bedroomed house is no mean feat, especially when done en‘b::rely by people with no
-gkills related to building, mainly at weekends and in all weothers, A great .propor
tion of the work was undertaken by a small core of egtéblished Members mere:r.lessly
driven on by Wayne with the aid of the plans, & couple of building textbooks end
a Bulldera Merchant!'s ca’calogue. N’any notable events sceurred during the censtruct
ion, such &s the fund rélsing Walks- the dlgg:mg of the trench aeross Jim's yard,
for the electricity mains pulling down the four hiige beseh trees: dlgglng the
cegapit and the 'warming! jceremony thet followsd thereln- 11ft1ng the gteel beams
into posn:blon; and t:Ll:mg the roof '

" By the end of 1979 bunks were being mstalled kitchen fit-ted out and
gave for some floor tillng it was v1rtua2l_'1y ready for occupation, when it was
partially destroyed by & gas eXplDSlon on New Years Eve. What rapaifed upright
hed to be pulled down =3 it was so dangeroua, and so sadly those who helped
build it quickly tock up the task of levelling it. Tockily the ground floor slab
and the construction belim 1t ineluding dra:mage was undamaged, but tha’c wes all
there was 4o show fer a cost of ahout £11000 and much sweet, '

" The insurence compeny peid up without m_uch'fuss and.-we eet about rebuilding
ohly -this’ time by other peoples efforts. Of the four estimates submitted the lowest
vag within our new finenciel limits, was accepted » and work etarted on Z3xrd Jume 1960,

The building iz now complete as for as the bullders work is ooncerned 5.
and formally passed into our hands on Mth February 1981, and even if we didntt
finigh the building ourgelves we should remember thet the club slme 3o rempomasible
for the undergiound part, which I feel is quite epproprista.

Roger Wallington
QUOLE OF THE MONTH

1 don't g6 down caves I don't know inproperly dressed!, Denise Samuel,



THE MENDIP COTTAGESUITDING GROUP

Well thls is the finale of our fourth, yes fourth cottage bulldlng saga,
and this one is the scme of all cavn.ng cottages,

The first one wag a derellct cottage on Farmer Tuckers land In Velvetd
Bottom, which he let the Group renovate in 1958 under the direction of Pete Goddard
and meterial assistance from Jim Fry, { Our Provident Angel Pete called him then, )
The~ rent was £1 per annum and 2 large bottle of whiéky. Malcolm was concerned that
we Should raise money to purchase the land and cottage, but when sgked sbout & price
Tucker would always reply larrr youlll be alright,? . Alas thet was not to be so,
he sold .out to a Mr Clarke, who then started the doun‘bry Club end evicted us in
March 1964, saying he wanted the cottage for his wii'a.‘ '

A hmt was purchased- on Selisbury Plain aﬁd Jim Fry egdin very graclously
helped by giving us permission to erect it at the back of his yard. Pat Walsh directed
construction in 1964/65 end in 1966 the £25 donstion given in memory of Barry Cttewill
our late Editor by his parents was spent on the construction of the Tackle Room as
the Groups memoriml to him, He was killed one Sunday night returning from Mendip

when his mini van wag forced into the beck of & gtationary lorry I belloves:

The move to Jim's Yard was always congidered a temporary rﬁeasure while
we looked for a suitable qottége to purchase and renovate, With this objective in
mind the Iand parchose Fund was restarted, and we went looking for land end or
cottages, bub nothing meterialised, However Jim Fry was to come to our rescue yet
agaianSelliﬁé us the site on which we built our New Cottege and which Fet Bryne
the Builder rebuilt throughout 1980,

Now that the cotiage is all but complete we must make our caving reputs
'b:l.on match that wirichwe have for fine cottages and sherry,

Bryan Pittmsn
A-FRESENT FOR THE NEW COLTACE
The 3rd Csterley Scouts have very kindly given the M.C.G. & new

four sllce electric teaster for the New Cottage, which will be much ap-recisted,

thankyou very much 3rd Osterley,



COTTAGE BOOKINGS APRIL ~ DECEMBER 1981

ATRIL
FRIDAY 3
FRIDAY 10

A ,G.M. & DINNER

Kinggton Pely 12

FRTAY 17 N.P.L. 6 a8 guegts of Greg Smith

FRIDAY 25

My
FRIDAY 1

MY
JUIE
JULY

AUGUST

FRIDAY 7
FRIDAY 14
FRIDAY 21
FRIDAY 28

SEFTEMBER
FRIDAY 4
FRIDAY 11
FRIDAYI1S
FRIBAY 25

Dave Gibgsen 12

MEMBERS WEEKEAD and Grabam SutcRiff's Stag Do ell Members invited
THTS IS THE IAST WEEKEND IN THE OID HUT. Further errangments te be
given at A ,G.M. e -

ey

) NO GUEST BOCKINGS DURING
) MOVE TQ NEW COTTAGE

MEMPERS WEEKEND

MEMBERS WEEKEND

MEMBERS WEEKEND

MEMBERS WEEKEND DPete Lingwoed's Stag De General lhvitation te Members

ADDRESS CHANGE

WARNING

Steve Cengpest,
133 ILinceln Reed,
Bush Hill FPark,
Enfield '
Middlesex,

VA IIUERIES ARE EEING STOLEN FROM PARKED CARS ON MENDIP,
DO NOT IFAVE VAIUABIES IN CARS WHIIST CAVING)

vIET IRING COMMITTEE

The following addresses-are eof the retiring Cemmittee,



R L .

MENDIP CAVING GROUP COMMITTEE

SECRETARY PETE MATHEWS
TEL (Hom)
(WORK)
TREASURER FER IS DWIEY
MEET SECRETARY  JONATHAN ROBERTS
G 6~-0FTED
TEL (HOME)
({®RK)
COMTAGE WARDEN  WAYNE HISCQX
TEL (WRK)
TACKIEM STER JOHN MRTAM
TEL (HOME)
(W(RK)
REGCRDER GREG SMITH
. TEL -(HOME )
EDITCR BRYAN PITTM\N
TEL (HOME)

15 Delicott Clema,

Welwyn Garden City,

¥elwyn CGarden 21018

Welvyn Carden 23434 x 3438
32 Chequers @rchard,

Iver, Bucks,

17 Kent Avenve, Wept Ealing,
London, W13 BEE,

Ol 997 2814

1. 486 8523

3 Keward, Glagtonbury Road,
Wellg,SSomerset.,
Wells 72381 x 41
18 ILorraine Court, Cambourne Reed,
Sutten, Surrey,

01 643 7872

0L 736 1212 x 272

116 Nield Read,

Hayea, Middlesex,

&

.op

01 848 3340

36 Miner Way,
Egham, Surrey,
Egham 37540

WEEKIY MRETINGS ThuroGeg BEveniugs ot Sthe BEEHVE HOTEL
227 High Street, Brentfurd, Middlesex.

CATSING ACC OMMCDAT TON

Mtc nGc OGTTAE’ The S'ti'r'fllp Cup,

Nerdrach on Mendip, Blagdon, Semeraet,
_ . N,GR. ST555150,5605
29 beds aveilable, Gueat Bookings to be made with the Cottage Waxrden,

’





