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Well wl'a'b a month 1’0 began with the most e:l.gnifitant A.G M, yot, the
first held in our new cottege, wae £ol1lowed by the best Annual Di:mer ever, and
ended with the Group meving mto the New Covtage frem the old hut imbued ‘with &
new emtiugissm for Cavlng! Hmever there is gtill s Lot more Lo do :Lf the New
Cottage is to be ready for 'hhe Offic:iel Ppening on €th Juhe. . ... ... 5.~

Leet- weekend ;Lz members and Yégieste ettended ‘the New Got’cege Move In,
A lot of effert was put mto eot’cage pre{ﬁration end treneferring equipment end
materials frik the bfld hu't-. The “bunka- :m the ' Iedies Reom,rﬂeet Robom and helf
thege in the Foren'an‘e Ieunge heve.been varnished &nd f&tted with bed fremee from
the old hut fer the presen’c w:l.th mettreesee to suit, There are olghtbunks in the
Foremans lounge which-still requ:tr:e. ‘gede rubbing dom where splintered end rough
then being given mme more comt ‘of gloes varnishs This should be less théh ome hours
work for gix people, The. e]etted shelves indsysthe kitchen work surfaces also
need varnishing, It is imperetive ’cfn’c the varniehlng ig completed 8 s6on &8s
posgible preferably thls weekend 9/ 10 Mey. There 1e emple glosa varnieh bruehee
end empty paint tins under the ei?alrs Teady for use.

The cook:a.ng feca.li‘bles Bre now operatmn&l " Johh Miriam haa Pitted
four boillng rings » One free shending double burner with grill, and ene of the
three in set ‘dsuble bqrners » tm:a ml:re !nve been ordered bub they have not been
delivered yet, For the memen‘b e - o ,_suppl,v heg to e turned Bt ’c.he beginning
of & weekend and turned qf;f.‘ aﬁ the en& ‘of B week:end by' the ﬁanual valve in the ges
store the key to the store is in the kitchen, don't: lose it. 3% 1§7the only key at
presen‘bi Don"b fcxrge'b to shut Off the gas; when —Ieaving ‘t-he cottzige empty for short
periede during mekends et the velve under the kitchen wwksurfece ‘ey ‘the :meet ’

«««««

double burner. Amgee enleneld valve and: '.Iatc‘hed' reley will, be’ fi‘tted eecn which
:';'will obv‘iate the need 'bo shut off "bhe ges . mnmlly “in.bhe gag- etore.._"‘ S ;.‘

_ . Th,e Toad, eccees e.nd cer park are gbillmit: preperea partly duie ’c.o ,
the recent bed weether, so gars w:Lll heve to be perked on the verges for the , L
moment., As a result the site is quite maddy and it is immdviseble to uge the back

entrance to the lounge for the moment:,

The old hut ig still ‘net completely cleered, end it is heped thet Members
attendifig this coming weekend will be able to finish clearing it, There are several
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items of value such as the winch, .chipboard, gas bettles and the old bunk timber,
which could ke put in Hen's horse ¥ox for the present subjeet to his permission -
beling obtained firsts The existing battery charger is to. be transferedd from
the old hut to the new tackle store this weekend, and will continue in use until
Don Vosper has finished meking the new battery charger. So get down to Mendip

this weekend - YOUR COTTAGE NEEDS YOU!.

AMMETER REQUIRED - : -
Bon Vosper reguires a @ - 5 Amp Moving Goil Ammeter for the battery charger
mentiondd in the above report if anyone has one suitable please contact Don.

ANNUAL DINNERX :
This year's Annual Dinner was considered a huge suceessby all who attendndel
Infact probably the best we have cver had. : : . A '
The Cottage Dismantlirg Slide Show followed by Joha and Wayne$ duet then
that hilarious ficoth spitting competition between Eric and Ron, to be followed by
that fantastic Melodrama, Val Knight then sang two music hall songs im a marvelous. -
¥clurful Ewardian dress and hat she made herself. Erie¢ finishing with anethems
of his annual after dinner jokes finmishing when Members were surprised by the
call 'Your ecach has arrived'. To this they replied 'But we've only just got here's.
However reluctantly they boarded the coach realising #i... good things come to an
erd quicker than expected sometimes. : o '
Our thanks must cztond to the Management of The Star Hotel for the qualit
and gerviee of the Dinner which everyone agreed was excellent,

THIEVES BREAK INTO MEMBERS CAR! - - o , , PR .o o
It is often thought misfortunes always befall others. Tho warning printed in
the last Newsletder shaut shelving from cars en Mendip came toe latd #hr Den Vesper
and Teny Knibbs, T DT
Don teok Tony to Lergweed and parked his car while they went:-.e the Oxbows
on & pro A,G.M. trip, When they returned, they feund theives had srelcarinto Don's
car and stolen his caleulator and Tony's car XKeys., It was fortunate that.they
4id not take any of Dens musical instruments. Hewever having reported the incident
to the police they missed the start of the A.G.ide oo B -'
Losing his car keys on a Saturday afternoon could have Been very unfortunate
but for Xen Fry helping him by supplying and fitting a replacement steering lock and
- key which he just happen8dato have, We are very indewted to the Frys.

CAVERS CATCH CAR THIEVES _ .

Iwo B.E.C. Members apprehended a ceuple of gypsys breaking into sscar parked
at Lengweod on Saturday 11th April and held them till. the pelice arrived, It is
understeed that they had a Beot Pull ef stelen gear at the time., Then twe more .- 4
peeple were apprehended in a secend incident. Their car was chased Across Mendip and
en te the A38.rBeing unable te gain en the thieves the registratien number ofthe
car was reported te Churchill Pelice Statien. As a result twe perscns were later
detained ‘y the pelise in connectien with this inoident, ' o

Although it is heped that this problem will new abate, it is by nc means .
certain that all the culprits have ween caught. Se remain on yeur guardl

" NEW COTTAGE REQUIRES MATTRESSES _ o

Should any member know of a supply ef 2% €" wide mattresses suitable fer
the Bunks in the Mew Cottage ceuld they please advise any Committes Member who
will then make suitable arrangements fer collecticn if necessary.

MEMBERS OPINION PLEASE - _—- : o -
Westminster Schosl have requested a Guest Becking fer the first weekedd im

October, for 12 Woys and 4 adults which is their Annual Expedition weekend, This is

normally a Members Only Weckend and it is alse adeut the time we have our Half sranrl-

Yearly General Meeting. Geuld Members please let the Cemmittee know their feelings

on this matter,

NEWSLETTER TYPEWRITER o . .

This page has been typed on the club$ Imperial Typewrltt?r which tl.le Eﬁ.l'tfr
has enly recently retrieved, Wider spacing of lines: is not possible on this machine
Are the lines teo close for legibility? Members Cemments Please,



Repart on Committee Meeting Held at the New Cottage wn 25 April
Officers Present :~ Sectetary, Mest Secrethry, Cettage Warden, Tacklemaster,

Recerder, Ed:.tor, The Treasurer was wmable to abtend.

Secretary Tony Enibbs is reveiwing om‘pesi’c.ion ag regards conbtact with other’
local and matioral eaving crganisationg.
Ian Mckechnie )

Mike Lew y Have all been accepted a.s Full Members
Denise Samuel ) o -

Ismb Ieer Key was sent to us bubt fell out of em‘éope :Ln pest! Still no Keyd

Treasurer Topy Knibbs Mead Ericd report in his abgence

Ag a result Cottage Fees of 5@p for Members and £1 00 fer nen
Members were confirmed subject to review &t later commitiee meetlngs if cottage
expenditure is higher than expected.

Cottage Warden Wayne reported that cars must only be parked on the New Cottage
gite from 1.,5.81, end that & boundary wall should be built &s soon &s the' beundary
had been clarlfled. 'T% won'!t take long to build a drystone wall w:Lth cemenb? said
he. Everyone coldgpedd laughing}

Wayne is to.moke a Notice Beard and. Arthur Spein ig making a Trips
Beard, Cleaning equipment is requ:lred such ag dust ans, bruahes, mops, buckets,
and a vacuum cleaner.Tt was noted Gerebus have received Planning' Permission fer their

nevw hut we wish them good lueck, -
Tt was agreed the following no’clce should be put in the next Newgletter

MEMBERS SHOUT) EE FEMINDED THAT THE COIMTAGE IS THEIR
COLIECTIVE RESPCNSIBILITY AND EACH MEMBER SHOUID
CONSTUER THEMSEIFES GUARDIANS OF THE -GROUDTS ASSETS

Recorder Jorathan Roberts said Iibrary contents to be put in the loft until Iibrary
ready.. . - R . . . .

Tacklemagter Phil Ingold is to purchase 100! of 10mm Nylen Idfeline

Any Other Business Val Knight was to be appreeched rggarding Buffet arrangements
for ‘8fficial Cobtage Opening on June 6th. It was asgreed that thn.s would be open
to guests invited through the Gomm:.ttee.

Quote of the Momth |
I'1l be glad when I'm old enough to retire from caving.
Don Vesper August Streamay.



LONGWOOD/AUGUST SYSTEM (AGAIN)

Fellewing two trips to the lswer end of the Auguat Streamwey earlier thia
year, it was decided to pick up the threads of the Greup!s previous werk in the (xbswe
area, Apart from Renolds Fassage which is providing such slar and tedieus progress
far Pete and Alisen Moedy, the (kbrws ares is the msst promising pert sf the system
far further expleration. Although there are nn exciting draughts or majer streams to
foller, the Oxbiaws gives mccess to a large, choked dry passageé running peraliel to
the main streammy and about 100 £t to the emst of it,

The result of sporadic work between 1962 and 1971 produced some 9O -
of gsoutherly passage via & small duck and ebout 49F% of dry crawling eestwards from
the 1w chamber in the Oxbews, |

There is still a good possgibility of gome herd work producing mere
pregresa beyrd the 90ft. extentism, but the dry crawl of Sand Msssge seems merely
to Tun intn the boulder 6_cheked Yover sectien ef the fragment sf choked dry pessage
at the eastern end #f the &bews,

This boulder - cheked dry passage is oly éccessiblé gver a lengbh of -
20f%,  but the cross - sectiemal dimengisns are quite impressdve — 18{'t wide and
at lemst 20f% high inte boulders overhead, plus presibly 10f% depth of boulder
fleor., This gives it an arem in cress ~ section roughly equal to the Isrge rifk
gection ®f August Streamwmay. It is therefore remsonable to predict & sizable
cantinmmbion abeve the boulders overhead.

John Miriam, Don Vesper and I made m start upwards through the cheke
o Saturday 4th April, We chose to push on up agaimat a go0lid wall in order to
re¥aln some vesbage of stability in the task, The job will not be emsy and & lot
of care is going to be needed to avoid a headache! Cavers are warned that this
work will, from time to time produce & temporary presence of loose boulders in this

-

&res,
Tony Knibbs

LONGH OCD/ATGUST SURVEY

Due to numerous discoveries, the cave haa outgrowm the size of its
survey sheets. Over the next few months I em intending to 2dd on to the various
extentions to the existing plan and elevations of Longwood/August System, (n the
" sheet which shows the plan and phofebled elevatien, the north indicater is knom teo
. be 37 degrees in error to the west, A few minutes work with a protractor will put
that right, but the insed dimgram sheowing the cave in relation to the surface
Pentures needs to be redrawn.,

To avoid inereasing the alreedy large sgheet gise, the survey will be
redwced in scals, This mey result in a slight losas of deteil, particularly on the
plan, but & special effort will be made during the preparatien of the fimal drewing
to retain meximum clarity. Mike Rennle hag kindky leaned me his surv‘e;y notes and the
original drawings to work from,

Teny Knibbe



COITAGE BOOKINGS MAY - NOVEMBER 1981
MY JUNE & JULY NO GUEST BOCKINGS

1Ay |

FRIDAY & NEW COPTACE WCRK IN PLUS OID HUT CIEAR OCT TO HE FINNISHED
PIFASE MKE EVERY EFFORT TO ATTEND

FRIDAY 15 NEW COPTACE WCRK IN

FRIDAY 22t % M.

F‘EIDAY 29 u 1 "

FRIDAY & NEW COITAGE OFFICTAL OFENING — BUFFET

FRIDAY 3 GEOLOGY OF MEI\DIP_ONE DAY ABOVE GROUND ONE DAY BELOJ BY MAICOLM COITER

ATGUST

FRDAY 77 MEMEERS WEEKELD
RIDAY 14 |

FRIAY 21 MEMBRRS WEEKEMD
FRDAY 28 " "

SEPTEMEER

FRIDAY 4 MEMBERS WEEKEND + PETE LINGIOOD'S BARTY (DISREGARD DATE IN IAST NEWSIETTER)
FRIDAY 11 | |
FRIDAY 18 MEMBERS WEEKEXD

FRIDAY 25 D, GIBSON + 11

COTOBER? :
FRDAY 2 MEMBERS WEEKEND (APPLICATION BY WESTMINSTER SCHOOL TO USE CUFTAGE ON THIS
FRIDAY 9 DATE EBF(RE COMMITTEE COMMENTS TO COMMITTEE P_IEASE)

FRDAY 16 MEMBERS WEEKEM W.H.,J.P.; J.M. , &J:G.S. COMBINED BIRTHDAY BARTY
FRIAY 23 ' |
FRIDAY 30 DAVE GIBSON + 11

- NOVEMBER.

FRIDAY 6 MEMBERS WEEKEM)
FTRIDAY 13 :
FRIAY 20 MEMBERS WEEKEND
FRIDAY 27



MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 1981
EEID AT THE N&W MENDIP CAVING GROUP COTTAGE
' NCRDRAGH ON MENDIP ON SATURDAY APRIL ATH

CHATRMAN : Robbie Clemrnock

1. Apologies for absence were received from Rob Penn and Arthur Cox,
Apologiegfor late arrival were recieved from Jonathan Roberts.

2. Minutes of the 1980 A,G.M, were nob available,
3. Hon Officers reports:-~
Hon Secretary, Pete Mabhewa,

The long, long awaited completion of the New Cottage is without doubk
the most Important eeent in the history of the club. 'An‘d s 1t is one of which Members
can be umastamedly proud. The whole future of the elub &t once looks brighter
and more opbimistic than for many years. Once again, the Group owes its gratibude to
the enormous effort put in by Roger Wallington, along with Ren end Wayne,

The year was greatly =saddened by the sudden death of Jim Fry at the
New Year, I feel it would be aporopriate to ask &1l members to show wvery understend
ing and practieal. help to his widow, '

_ # a more mundane lewel something like 300 letters were written m
behalf of the Group. These covered a wide variety of topics from membership enquiries
to bequests for keys and information on caves., No regiomml meetings were attended
though agenda and minutes were regularly abstracted for the Newsletter, With a
botal of ea, 2U0 hrs, reebings & year, and little end result, this ettitude seems
reasomable. As a point of interest, the N.,C.A. committee resigned after it became
elear that their proposed merger with B.C.R. . was impossible, :

The Trustees bave purchased shares in C,S.C.C. Company Itd, on behalf
of the Group. This is opviously a poor investment as the ssking price was the same
as that at lssue five years ago. The Company is being used by C.S.C.C, @g a medium
for funfling access protection and control. This presemtly includes Ienb Iser,
Brown's Folly and Swan Mine,

Committee meetings were.-generally poorly attended, especislly those
held on Mendip. John MacMillan temdered his resigretion et the New Year making:
way for Jomethen Roberts, who was coopted in his place,



Unfortumtely, it was not possible to gel & programme of Thm*sd&y evening
talks together this year, However, we have seen @ regﬂar manth.’ly Newsletter, Thanks
due to Bryan for producing a mos'b enjoyable publnmtion. Tt is a poor reflection
on our members thet it is not bettér supported.

Some seven formal compftéint's were received froﬁa Yembers regarding
overeroiding at the cottage, This is quite unprecedented,

Membership is mly slightly up on Imat yeer, Suffice to sey theb subs
ere still coming in! With e considerable number of prospective members around the
prospects of even more overerowding at the cotiage look geoda ' '

Mich theought was given to the dinner this yeer, The Star comes top of
the Tist with no real eltermatives, A booking was arranged with caterers to present
a dinner at the village hall in Ghewbton Mendip ot simiTar cost, bub was rejected
by the Committee,

After 13 most enjoyable yemrs a3 Secretary to the club, I can think of
no better moment to retire, to make way for eme of oeur pramlsing younger members,
My 1 WZLSh h:Lm every succesas in the job,

Hem., Treasurer, Eric Dowley

Audited accoupbe for the yoar ending 31 December 1980 had already been .
distributed. After some discussion in which the high cost of posbtage wes noted end
& -suggestion made by Arthur Spain that the major eapital invegtment sheuld have
been shown (rather than given verbally) , the accounts wére acceﬁte& as correct,

Hon Meeb Secretary, Jommbien quefts.

Mo comprehensive programme of meets had so far been arranged fcr 1981
Members were edvised bo wateh fDI‘ de‘oalls of meetg which will appear in forthcomlng
Newgletters.

Hon. Cottage Warden,Wayne Hiscox,

Ack:nmrlegement waa made of the criticisms received over the matter of
overbookmg accommodatien, With these criticisma in mind, the firgt and third
weekends in each momth would henceforth be reserved for members only, Guests
would only be mccepted on the second end foxbbh weekends of emch menth, %o a
meximum of I2 guests per visibing club, ie. no more then 12 on eny boolmble

weekend,



Income from Cottage Fees in 1980 wms - Members £157 Guests £328.
Examinabtion of a 47 week period during the year showed that gueats hed used the
cobtage at the average mte of eight guests mm emch of 33 weekends., The 1980
Rating Assessment for the New Cobtage had indicated en amount payable of £405
the Groups Charity Status would have reducea the figure by 50 per cent , The

amount payable for 1981 would appreach £225 less @ sum allomble for the unoccupied
- period,- ~ -

Hon Tacklemmater, Jom Miriam,

It was noted that the Group possessed 330ft of ladder, less than 200f%
of Fifeline and some 20 assorted tebhers. The qugntity of lifeline weas clearly
ingufficient and purchase of the correet quality would need urgent attention. Any
additional ladders would be bought ready mde rather than manufectured by members.

Hon,. Recorder, Greg Smith,

Plans for relocating the library were discussed and it was announced thet
library keys (elso fitting the tackle stors) would soon be available to Pull Members.
The work of pJ:anning and maklng su:l.iable beokshelves, and maybe cupboards , remined

" %0 be done,

Hon.Editor, Bryan Pittman.

_ Newsletters were WoW being successfuﬁy produced on @ monthly basis.
It wag hoped 0 improve the copy quallty nerhaps by purchesing & new duplicator
or other copier,

Le Electipn of O.fficeré

The folloving changes and reapointments to the Committee took effect
autometically es the nomiretions were unopposed:—

Hon. Secretary, Tony Knibbs
Hon, Treagurer , Eric'Dowley
Hon, Cottege Warden, Wayne Hiscox

' Hon, Meeb Secretary, .Greg Smith
Hon, Recorder, JipdennREbbrSis
Hon, Bditor, Bryan Pittman

The |
_ The result of a ballot for the pfglce of Hon. Tacklemagter wes thet
. the post beeame the reaspensibility of Phil Ingold.



5. Election of Avditors,

- Val Knight expressed her wish to rediign end avote of thanks acknowledged
her much apprecisted work over pegt years, Arthur Spain agreed to centinue &s an &
Auditor and Joan Goddard was elecked Lo serve in place of Val,

6, Ag & reault of his survey of Members views , Pete Mathews atated thet the
most popular choice of mame was Nerdrach Cottage. Hawever, a ballot showed a prefer.
ence for Mendip Caving Group Cottage. .
e . The prppesal that Annual Subseriptions for 1982 sheuld remain the same
aa forx 1981! i.e, £5 forFull Members, was withdrawn after much dimcussion. The
mein purpose of the proposal was to contest the irregularity of an entry in the
Newsletter No. 138. to the effect that 'The Agenda includes ..... & propoged incresse
of Anmml Subscriptigna to £10 (and £2). The entry proved to be @ factwal errer,
bub megt eoncern wag expressed at the tapparent poliey® suggestion of such en -
entry.

The actual need for incremses in both subgeripbions end cet¥age fees
waa questioned, some spewkers submitting that capital could be used to make goed eny
ghort fall in income, The idea of dradimsthe Capital Fund was rejected. It was even
tmmlly agreed that Eric Dowley would consider the need for mls:mg the levels of
Annval Subsceripbtions and report to the Mlf Yearly General Meeting.

Dissusgion on raiging Oottege Fees resultédgin the Cemmittee being
agked to consider the matter; the moest popular inerease seemed to be from 30p to
50p for memberg and from 6Up to £1.00 for gaests.

8, Th The proposal thmt !The residque from the Cottage Rebullding Pund be
held invested solely for capital expenditure on the cottege snd adjoining Iand!
was dideussed end accepted a3 propoged, Tt was agreed to transfer £1000 to the
General Purpogs Fund, the residuel capital remmining invested until required

to meet expenditure m major items -

9, Architect!s Repart. (Roger Wallingtem)
No fermal report was given becsuse the imporkent aspects lad been covered
in the Tremsurer's and Cotbage Warden's comments,

10 Diseusaion of an inferml propesal by Pete Mathews timt the Group

might conaider getting up & Grant Aiding Trust for caving en Mendip was inconcjlusive.
The potential berifits of such a scheme were loogely supported in prineiple, but

the need to interest obher clubs was:noted. The amoumt of residuml funding available
for such & scheme was still subjeet to speculatien,

10 -4



A suggestion that the Group might make a substantial donstion to the
i1 Re0. was supported and it was felt that consideration should be given to this
wm en funds permitbed.

1, Tony Knibbs proposed a vobte of thanks to Pete Mathews in eporeciation of his
© 1..years of Committee service. Pete was presented with & pewter tanksrd which will
be suitably engraved.

¥.B. The 8,G.M, was attended by 38 Members and 9 Nen Members,





