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C~TA~~O~SS

Well wi-at a ~mbnth, ft b~~n with the most signifiónt A .G.M. yet, the

first held an our new cottage, vas foliated by the best Anal Dinner ever, and

ended with the Group moving into the New Co4~ge fr.m the old hut imbued with a

new eatIus:iasm for Cavingi H~ever there is still a lot more to do if the New

Cottage is to be ready for the Official. Opening on 4th ~

test ~eekend 42 members end 1S~*ests nttended the New Cottage Move IZlj
A lot at effort was j,ut into cottaga pre~t’ataon end transferring equipment end

n~terials fr~à the b~s3 hut~ The bunks ~n the ladies Room,c’oAe~t Room azid half

thwe an the Ftreirnn’s Iamg~ have been varnished and f~tted with bed frames from

the old hut for the present with n~ttrçsses to suit. There are eigttbunks an the

Forenrtna lounge whioh~’still requi~’è. s*e rubbing d~tn where splintered and rough

then being given one more &~t of gloss vai’nish; Thià should be less~ thêt ,one hours

work for six people, The Blatted shelves tndsrtthe kitchen work surfmces also

need varnishing. It as thnperative that the varnishing is completed as soon as

possible preftrebly this weekend 9/10 !ty. There is ample gloss varnish, brushes

end empty paint tans under the stairs ready for use.

The cooking facil~tieé ire’tow ~póátiothl John i’iazii has fitted

four boiling rings, one free standing double, burner with grilZ~ ‘qnd one of the

three in set dauble b~ners, twç .mwe have been ordered but they have not been

delivered yet. For the mOfl1eRt 4}at~ gap supply has to be burned in at the beginning

of a weekend and turned çff at the end of b weekez&d by the nantal valve an the gas

store the key to the store is an the kitchen, dontt lose it it is the only key at
presentiDonlt forget ~Qshut off the~gasvhe&t,1eeving.~ttecbttage e~pty for short

periods during weekends at the valve under the kitchen wm’ksuffnce b~ the inset

double burner. A gas solenoid vaiwe and latdted relay will be fitted soon which

will obriate the zieed to shut off tiw gas n~ai~mlly tn the gas store.

TIw rc~d access spd car perk are stifl ‘ist pre~ere~, pertly due to

the recent ted weather, so àars will have to be parked on the verges for the

moment. An a result the site is quite mêdd~r end it is inadvisable to use the hack

entrance to the lounge for the moment~

The old hut is still not completely cleared, end it is hoped that ?~tmbers

attendifig this coming weekend will be able to finish clearing it. There are several

nelip €nvliig GnbuIR_Yclnict~!j
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WEEKlY MEETINGS Thursday Evenings at the BEEHiVE HOTEL

- 227 High Street, Brentford, Middlesex.

CI~N~ OF THURSDAY EVENING VENUE’

~tny ltmbers are dissatisfied with the Beehive ~t present.

The F& and Hounda/Itwsbn Arms (tim pubs knockèd ha one) next 6~ Fullers

Griffin Brewery an Chiswiek on the A4 a~the H~garth Roundabout is being considered

as an alternative f& Thursday meetan s. ~We will àonttu&at the Beehive etlesét

till the beginning of June. ‘Should anyone have any other pubs ~si mind please let

uskni5w. . . .



items of value such as the winch, chipbo~c’d, gas b.ttles and the old bunk timber,
which could ~e put in ~thi’s’horse ~dx for the present sübject ‘to his permission~
being obtained first. The existing battery charger is to ~e transferz’Id from
the old hut to the new tackle store this weekend, and will continue in use until
Don Vosper has finished making the new battery charger, So get down to Mendip
this weekend — YOUR COTTAGE NEEDS YOU~

LMMETER ~EQU]2ED -

~on Vosper re!uires a 0 — 5 Amp Moving Coil Ammeter for the battery charger
mentionda, in the above i’eport if anyone has one suitable please contact Don.

- AJ?ThIUAL DINNER
This year’s Annual Dinner was considered a huge successby all who attendzd~~

Infact probably the best we have over had.
The Cottage Dismantling Slide Show followed by Joha and Wayneh duet then

that hilarious tooth spitting competition between Eric and Ron, to be foilowed by
that fantastic Melodrama. Val Knight then sang two music hail songs in a marvelous.
1o~iuxwrful Ewardian dress and hat she made herself. Eric finishing with an.thefl
if his annual after dinner jokes finriishing when Membth±’s were surprised by the
call ‘Your coach has arrived’, To this they replied ‘But w&ve only’ just got here~.,
However reluctantly they boarded the coach realising ‘-i good things come to an
end quicker than expected sometimes. .

Our thanks must extond to the Management of The Star Hotel for the quality
and service of the Dinnor which everyone agreed was exceileit.

THIEVES BREAK INTO ~EflB CAR! . . . . . .

It is often thought misfortunes always bofall others. The wariiing printed in
the last Newslotier a~rnut iheiving from cars iii ‘Mendip’came to. ]stä ~ Din Visper
and Tiny Knibbs. .

Don t.ok Tony to L.ngw.ed and parked his car while they went:~. the Oxbows
.n a pro A. G.M. trip. When they returned,: they f.unA theives had br.kt,tinto Don4 a
car and stolin his calculator and Tony’s car keys. It was fortutiate that-they
did not take any of D.ns musibal inst±’usnents, Hewever having reported the incident
to the police they-missed-the start of the à.G.M. -

Losing his car keys on a Saturday afternoon could have. been very unfortunate -

but for Ken Fry helping him by supplying and fitting a replacement steering lock and
key which he just happengdto have. We are vez~y indebted to ‘the Frys.

CAVERS CATCH CAR THIEVES
Two E.E.C. Members apprehended a c.uple of gypsys breakin~ into •c~car parked

at L.ngw.od on Saturday .11th April and held them till the p.lioe”arrived, It is
underst..d that they had a hot full if stelen gear at the, time. Then twe more ‘:..~~?3
pe.ple sere apprehended in a secend incident. Their oar was chased- across Mendip and
in te the A38.hBeing unable t. gain en the thieves the registrati.n Rumber oftke
car was reported t. Churchill Pilice Stati.n. As a result twe persons were later
detained by . the peli.e in connecti.n with this incident,

Although it is hiped that this problem will new abate, it is by nc means -

certain that all the culprits have been caught. S. remain on yeur guardL

NEW COTThGE REQUIRES MATTRESSES
Should any member know of a supply if 2~’ C’ wide mattresses suitable fir’

the bunks in the lIew Cottage c.uld they please’ advise any Committee ~ember who
will then make suitable, arrangements fir coilebticn if necessary.

~aaas OPINION PIMSE .- - “ .

Westminster Scho.l have requested a Guest Beating f.r the first weekend in
October, for 12 boys and 1~. adults which is their Annual Expedition weekend. This is
normally a Members Only Weekend and it is alse abiut the time we have our Half y~rl’
Jearly General Meeting. C.uld Members please let the C.mmittee know their feelings
en this matter,

NEWSLET~R TYPEWRITER
This page has been typed on the clubs Imperial Typewriter which the Edit.r

has .nly recently retrieved. Wider spacing of linen is not possible on this machine
Are the lines t.o close for legibility? Members C.mments Please.
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Repcrt on Committee Meeting Held at the New C ottàge vn 25 A~il

Officers Present Seàretary, Meet 8ecret~ry, Cottage Wal’den, .Tacklenrnster,

Reborder, Editor0 The Trsa~urer was umble to attenda

Secretary Tony Knibbs is reveiwing our position as regards contact with other

local and natioral caving. organisations.

Jan Mokechnie ) -

Mike Ia, ) Itve all been accepted as Full Members

Denise Samuel

Iamb Leer Key was sent to us but feil out of ent&ope inpoat~ Still no KeyI

Treasurer To~y Knibbs ~±ead Eric~ report in his absence

As a result Cottage Fees of 5~p for Members and £1.00 for non

Members were caffirmed subject to review at Jater committee meetings if cottage

expenditure is higher than expected.

Cottage Warden Wayne reported that cars must only be rarked on the New Cottage

site from l.5.~l. and that a boundary wail should be built as soon as the boundary

had been c2arified. lIt won~t take long to build a drystone wall with cementt said

he. Everyone co2ft~padd laughingl

• Wayne is to~~~ke a Notice Bcsrd and-Arthur Spnin.is i~kIng a Trips

Bcard. Cleaning equipment is required subh aó dust jsns, brushe?, mops, buckets,

and a vacuum cleaner. It was noted Cerebus have received flanning~ Permission for their

new hut we wish them good luck.

It was agreed the foll~ing notice should be put in the-next Newsletter

IVENRERS SHOUlD RE REMINDED TU~T •: COETA~ rn TRE]R

• COLLECTIVE RESPONSIBILITY AND EACH I%MBER SHOUTh

CONSIDER TFEIVBE~ES GUARDflS OF TEE ~OtJP’S ASSETS

Recorder Jonathan Roberts said Library contents tQ be put in the• loft until Library

ready. •- -

Tacklerisster Phil Ingold is to purchase loot of lCthm Nylon lifeline

Any Other Business Val Knight was to be appicedhed regarding Buffet arrangements

for fficial Cottage Opening on June 6th. It was agreed tint this woujñ be open

to guests invited through the ComMittee.

Quote of the Month

I’ll be g)ad when urn old enough to retire from caving.

Don Vosper August Strearnway.
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LoIqcw000/AuGOBT SY~EM (Acnw)
F.llaring two trips to the lver end if the August Streamwny earlier this

year, it was decided to pick up the threads of the Griup’s previous wirk in the Ckbws

area. Apart fran Ren,lis I~ssage which is providing such sl~ and tedi.ua prcgress

far Pete and Alisin Mo.dy, the (~cbrws area ii the meet promising ~rt if the system

fca’ further ~xp1imti~~n. Although there are no exciting drsugh~a cr majer streams to

feflew, the 0xb~ws gives access to a large, choked dry pas~gê running parallel to

the main streamway and about 100 ft to the east of it~

The result of sporadic work between 1962 and 971 produced some 901%

of southerly passage via a small duck and about 4Sft if dry crawling eastwards from

the lar chamber in the (1cb~,ws.

There is still a good possibility ~f some hard work producing mn

prrgresu bey~.d the 901% extentic, but the dry crawl Sf Sand Thsságe seems merely

to run into the boulder 4ph.ked ljjer sectiin if the fragment if choked dry pas~~e

at the eastern end ef’ the tb.ws•

This boulder — clicked dry passage is only accessible over a length if

2Oft, but the cross — sedtitnal d~Eenbiins are quite impress~ve — iet wide and

at least 2Oft high kit. boulders overhead, plus pr’ssihly lOft depth of boulder

fl.or. This gives it an area in cress — section roughly equal to the large rift

section af August Streamway. It is therefore reasonable to predict a sizable

c.ntinuation ab.ve the boulders overhead.

John Miriam, Don Vesper and I made a start upwards through the choke

on~Saturday- 4th April. We chose to push on up agaiast a so]M wall in ardor to

rebain some vestage of st~bi1ity in the task. The job will not be easy and a lot

of cafe is going to be needed to avoid a hesdachel Cavers are warned that this

work will, from time to time produce a temporary presence of loose boulders in this

area.

Tony Knibbe

Ww0WAuGUST SURVEY

Due to numerous discoveries, the cave has outgrc~n the size of its

survey sheets. Over the next few months I am intending to add on to the various

oxtentions to the existing plan and elevations of Iiongwood/August System. (~i the

sheet which shewa the plan and ptc~e&ted elevatien, the north indieat~’ is known to

- be 37 degrees in error to the west. A few minutes work with a protractor will put

that right, but the inse~ d:iagram shcstig the cave in relation to the surf&ce

features needs to be redrawn.

To avoid increasing the already large sheet size, the survey will be

redaced in scala. This nay result in a alight loss of detail, particularly on the

plan, but a special effort will be made during the preparation of the final drawing

to retain nnximum clarity. MUte Reranie has kindfty lcsned me his survey notes end the

original drawings to work from.
Tony lCnibbs



COflGE BOOKIN~ WY — N13VE~ER 19S1

M~Y JUNE & 31)11 NO GUEST BOOKINGS

}41Y
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PlEASE NUCE EVERY EFFO~ TO ATTE~D
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FRIDAY 7~ 141}IFEE5 WEEWCD

FRIDAY 14
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SE PYENBER
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FRIDAY 27
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MINUTES OF TIE ANNUAL (~NERAL MEETING 1981

HElD AT THE NFW MENDIP CAVING. (~OUP C0TTA~

NORDEAtH ON MENDIP ON S~TUEDAY APRIL 4TH

OmaN : Robbie Ci-arnock

1. Apologies for absence were received from Rob Penn and Arthur Czxx.

Apologiesfor late arrival were recieved from JonQtlnn Roberts.

2.. Minutes of the 1980 A.G.M. were not avai2able.

3. Hon Officers reports:-.

Hon Secretary, Pete ~hthews.

The long, long awaited completion of the New Cottage. is without doubt

the most inportant erent hi the history of the club. And1 it is One of which ?~mbers

can be unasitmedly proud. The whole future of the club at once looks brighter

aitd more optimistic ti-an for nany years. (lice again, the Group a~res its gratitude to

the enormous effort put in by Roger Wallington, along with Ron and Wayne.

The year was greatly ~ddened by the sudden death of Jim Fry at the

New Year. I feel it would be aporopriate to ask all members to show .very understand

ing and practicaL help to his widow.

a more mundane lewel something like 300 letters were written on

beltif of the ~oup. Thes’~ covered a wide variety of topics from membership enquiries

to ~equests for keys and infornation on caves. No regional meetings were attended

though agenda and minutes were regukrly abstracted for the Newsletter. With a

i;Dt&L of ca. 200 hz’s. meetings a year, and little end result, this attitude seems

reasoaable. As apoint of interest, the N.C.A • committee resigned after it became

clear that their proposed merger with B.C.R$ • was impossible.

The Trustees have purchased shares in C•S.C.C. Company Ltd. on behalf

of the Group. This is o~vious2y a poor investment as the asking price was the same

as that at issue five years ago. The Company is being used by C.S.C.C. as a medium

~ funning access protection and control. This preseitly includes Iamb leer,
3jy~,g~t~ Folly aRd Swan Mines

Committee meetings were~generafly poorly attended, especially those

held on ?bndip. John IthoMillan teidered his resigration at the New Year ~king

way for Jonathan Roberts, who was coopted in his place.
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Unfartu~te]y, it was not possible to get a pr~nmme of Thursday evening

talks together thI~ year6 Hujever, we invé seen a z’egu2~r monthly Newsletter. Tlnnks

due to Bryan far producing a most änjc~iab1e j~ub1icAtion. It is a poor reflection

on our members tltt it is not better supported.

Some seven farrral eompláintà were received from Nembers regarding

cver~rowding at the cottage, This is quite unprecedeited.

b~bmbersMp is only slightly up on )~at year. Suffice tá say tint subs

are still coming inL With a considerable number of prospective members around the

prospects of even mare overcrowding at the cottage look good.

Itch thought was given to the dinner this year. The Star comes top of

the list with no real alterittives. A booking was arranged with caterers to present

a dinner at the village inil in Qhewtcn ?bndip at simiJar cost, but was rejected

by the Committees

After 13 most enjoyable years as Secretary to the club, I can think of

no better moment to retire, to nake way for one of our promising younger members.

Phy Iwish him every success in the job.

Hon. Treasurer, Eric Dadey

Audited accounts for the y~r ending 31 December 1981 ltd already been .‘

distributed. After some discussion in which the high cost of postage was noted end

a ~suggesticm nade by Arthur Spain tint the naj or capital investment shouJ4 Fave

been shown (rather tkan given vertafly),. the accounts were accepted as correct.

Hon Phet Secretary, JoratFsn Roberts.

No comprehensive programme of meets Fad so Thr been arranged for l9Sl

I~bmbers were advised to watch for details of meets which will appear in forthcoming

Newsletters.

Hon. Cottage Warden,Wayne Iliac ox

Aclmarlegement was nnde of the criticisms received over the netter of

overbooking accommodation. With these criticisms in mind, the first and third

weekends in each month would henceforth be reserved for members miJy. Guests

would oniy be accepted on the second and fo~th4h weekends of each month, to a

nnximum of 22 guests per visiting club, iQ. no more tlnn 22 on any bookable

weekend.



Thcome from Cottage Fees in 198fl was — b~mbers £157 Guests £328.

Thmmirstion of a 47 week period during the year shcMed tint guests had used the

cottage at the average rate of eight guests on each of 33 weekends. The 1980

Rating Assessment for the lèw Cottage fad indicated en amount p~yable of £405

the Groups Charity Status would have reduced the figure by 50 per cent • The

amount rayable for 1981 would apprcach ~25 less a sum aUa~iab1e for the unoccupied

period.

Hon Tacklemaster, John Miriam,

It was noted that the Group possessed 330ft of ladder, less than 200ft

of Rifeline and some 20 assorted tethers. The q~ntity of lifeline was clearW

insufficient and purchase of the correct quality would need urgent êttention. Any

additionalladders would be bought ready nade rather than unnuftotured by members.

Hon.. Recorder, Greg Smith,

Plans for relocating the llbrary were discussed and it was announced that

library keys (also fitting the tackle store) would soon be available to Full Itmbers.

The work of planning and n~king suilable bookshelves, and maybe cupb~rds, renained

to be done.

Hon.Editor, Bryan Pittnan.

Newsletters were itag being successfully produced on a monthly basis.

It was hoped to improve the copy quality perhaps by purchasing a new duplicator

or other copier.

4, Election of Officers

The fol1~iing changes and rèapointments to the Committee took effect

autoiraticaily as the nom~ations were unopposed:—

Hon. Secretary, Tony I{nibbs

Hon. Treasurer , Eric Dcwley

Hon. C ottage Warden, Wayne iliac ox

Hon. Meet Secretary, Greg Smith

Hon. Bee order,

Hon.~Editor, &yan Pittn~n

The

The result of a ballot for the 9flfulee of Hon. Tadklennster was that

the post be.~me the responsibility of Phil Ingold.
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5. Election of Auditors.

Val Knight expressed her wish to resign end avote of thnnks ackaaowledged

her much appreciated work over past years. Arthur Spain agreed to continue as an

Auditor and Jcan Geddard was elec4ed to serve in place of Val.

6, As a result of his survey of Members views, Pete I~%thews stated tint the

m~t popular choice of mine was Nordrach Cottage. Hcwever, a talldt sh~xed a prefer.

ence for Mendip Caving Group Cottage.

7. The prpposal tint tAnnt~l Subscriptions for 1982 shoulñ renein the ~me
as forx l98~ i.e. £5 forFull Members, was withdrawn after much dttscussion. The

nein purpose of the propossi was to contest the irreguhrity of an entry in the

Newsletter No. 338. to the effect tint ‘The Agenda includes .;... a prop~ed increase

of Anni~1 Subscripti9ns to £10 (and £2). The entry proved to be a f~cti~n 1 error,

but most •oncern was expressed at the ‘apparent policyt suggestion of such en

entry.
The acttal need for increases in both subscriptions end cotbage fees

was questioned, some spa~kers submitting tint capital cou2ñ be used to nnke. go~ any

short fail in income~ The idea of drat~gtho Capital Fund was rejected. It was even

ti.nlly agreed tint Rric D~t1ey wouli consider the need for raising the levels of

Anni.nl Subscriptions and report to the I~lf Yearly General Meeting.

Di.seussion on raising Cottage Fees resultddgin the Committee being

askedto consider the netter: the most popular increase seemed to be front 30p to

SOp for members and from 6~ to £1.00 for gtests.

8. Th: The proposal tint ‘The residue from the Cottage Rebuilding Fund be

held invested solely for capital expenditure on the cottage and adjoining ~ndt

was diáoussed and accepted as proposed. It was agreed to transfer £1000 to the

General Purpose Fund, the resi&nl capital renaming invested until required

to meet expenditure ibm naj or items

9. Architect’s RepQrt. (Roger Wallingt~n)

No fcnrnal report was given because the impar4ant aspects lad been covered

in the Treasurer’s and Cottage Warden’s comments.

1U Discussion of an infornal proposal by Pete ~thews tint the Group

might consider setting up a Giant Aiding Trust for caving on Mendip was incone.usive.

The potential benifits of such a scheme were loosely supported in principlE, bitt

the need to interest other clubs was~roted. The amount of residini funding anilable

for such a scheme was stifl subject to speculation.
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A suggestion tEEt the group might nake a substantial donation to the

~ ,R.O. was supported and it was felt tltt consideration should be given to this

• ~ ~en funds permitted.

i. Tony Knibbs proposed a vote cf thanks to Pete ~thews ith oporeciation of his

• J.,> years of Committee service. Pete was presented with G pewter tankard which will

be suitably engraved.

N.B. The A,G.M. was attended by 38 I~bmbers and 9 Non Members.
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