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) SWINSTO/SIMPSONS EXCI'ELNGE J'ULY 18

A good day :E‘or manys reasons, - fine weatheir, pubs open all- d.a.y for
Ingleton Gala, and a trlp down two olcl fa.vourn.te caves 1n one trip, all on
oy b:.rthday. : v : Lo ‘ X ‘

Bill Jones, J ohn M:m:am, and myself descended S:unpsons, wh:r.le four
members of the N.P.C. went down- Swinstos A fast pace was maintained to the bottom
of Simpsoms, each of the first five pitches needing only one ladder, and all
having good bolts= a good supply ‘of krabs and spreadefs (tacklemaster please
note). The floor of the chamber at.the top of Slit Fot was awash, with what
could be called & héavy dirip: da.seharg:.ng down the pn.tch.

An exhilarating. ol:l.mb mto Sm.nste and we.met, “I;he other, party . in
2pout Chamber, : exchanged the customary caths, and started out for the main .
pitch. The pitches in Swinsto came i quick wet succession;and our exit to the
surface was slowed downi. only by:the sraWwlywhich is. good for rubbing down your
knees. This was really enjoyabls, a sporting trip, two caves for the price of
one, which took ebout four hours.and is to be thoroughly recommended. .

Roger Wallington
BONE HOLE

It has now.been agreed with the National Trust that the Mendip "
Caving Group shall have sole caving rights to Bome Hole, but will leave all
further Archaeological iresponsibilities to the National Trust. We will however
be constructing & suspended catwalk over Skull Slope and stibilising the top
of the slope at Nationmal Trust expence., We now have a key to the entrance gate.

COTTAGE REPORT
Progress is plcklng up, the car park is now useable but requ.]res
more levelling before it ean be covered with scalpings, The shower boost
switch in the kitchen now switches on and holds on but still cannot be switehed
off" in the kitchen, The switch may be replaced by a time switch in the autumn
when cottage heating is reviewed, Due to the prevailing damp conditions on
Mendip it is expected that storage heaters will have to he imstalled in the
library and changing rocms if dampness is to be controlied. Gottage heating
requirments are expected to be discussed at the Half Year General Meeting.

The chipboard flooring in the bedrooms are now to be covered with
heavy duty lino tiles to be purchased in the near future, Some of the bunks
need bracing and all the top bunks need ‘anti roll boards' as certain members
have a habit of rolling off the bunks in their sleep.
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Don's sister has very kindly donated the small fridge that is now
inftailed in the kitchen, and we Have another new Hover; don't blow it upd A
new noticé board has been fitted courtesy of Arthor Spain, No further qt?v$10p
ments regardirg extending our boiindaries are expected yet and feneing will
await the outcumei The Library pléns are almost comploted and progress expected
S00n.

Theré are.some items whieh can bo dhne - . straight away such as g:-.vmg
the lounge floor another coat of sealer for which & one gallon can 18 .already in
the ocobtage. The old carpets are to be burnt except one for the front of the fire
places and a runner from the doors. The stair carpet 1is to be replacedi The
Toilets and the stair well need paint work finishing. The _f‘ire‘.‘su'ir:r'ound‘has' to be
tiled with quarry tiles and the spark guard fitted. Also the bunks have to. be
numbered. : S

HATF YEAR GENERAL MEETING

As already armounced in the last Newsletter ‘the:H,Y.G.M. is to be
held on Saturday 17th Octoberi Amendment Proposels to the Constitution -and. Rules
must reach the Secretary by 26th September. T

ST. GUTHBERTS.

Two St Cuthberts trips have been arranged for the H.Y.G.My weekend ;
for further details see Greg. = o :

WESTMINSTER SCHOOL

It now transpires that Westminstler School wish to use. the cottage
on the weekend starting 9th October so there was no problem afterall ;'m_g.c‘qepting
their bocking!d - R _

MEMBERSHIP

The following applications for Probationary Membership of ‘the M.C.G.
have been received from:- P LA
. I .'..§ -
Michael Bygrave, William Duckling David Howe, Richard Housego, and
Robert Varley. =~ o s o
COTTAGE FEES
It has now been agreed in committee that Members Children under 16
will be charged at the Full Members Rate of 50p per Day. Guest's children will
be charged £1 per day as Adult Guests. Fees are chargable for use of the cottage
facilities for a day or part of & day even if the person does not sleep in the
cottage.

As the new cottage is far more expensive to run, it is expected that
Members will have to consider increasing Fees further at the H.YG.M.

GUESTS

Members are reminded that they may only sign dnn ope .guessl: in the
Visitors Book. per Member.

M.R.0. DONATION,

Jim Hanwell has greatfully thanked the M.C.G. for the £100 we have
donated to the M.R.O.
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BOOK REVIEW ’Subterranea.n Gl:.mbers' by Plerre Ghevalier B

Flrst publlshei in French 'Esca.la.des Souterra:.nes s JJ. Susse, PB.I‘ZLS 191.;.8, 192pp

' Flrst Engl:.sh Edlt:.on' 'Subtemnean Cl:r.mbers-wtweZ_Lve yea.rs :1.n the worlds deepest
chasm, pub. Fa.ber & Fa.her, Lonaon 1951 22L|.pp5 "—, L o

."Engllsh Edition reprlnted. in 1975 'by Zephyrus Press 3 Teaneck, New J ersey -
hard‘oack £11-.50, pe,per haok £2.50. '_ L ; .. o
i N.B Gop:.es of 1951 ed:.'b:.on sometmes avalla.'ble secondhe.nd (typloally 'from A D.

. Olélham) at a.'bou‘b £?.50. e : :

k PR = ¥ need a reason for embarklng on a review of this work, 11: is my
susp::.clon that many: of today's cavers’ are- young- enough to have" missed the vogue
era’ of this book and may yét be tnaware of its merits. The avallablllty of a
fairly recent-reprint lend.s this otherwise ill-timed review more’ currency tha,n
it deserves. Cs B

The book glves a blow by blow account of the explora‘blon of' the extensive
Trou du Glaz-Guiers-Mort cave system in the Dent de Crolles Maspif,. northwest of
Grenoble. It covers a period from 1935 to 1947:during which Cheoaller and -his
- companions, notably Fernand Petzl and Charles Pe'tlt»Dldler, achleved wha.t was Then
a world depth record of 658M (21 STft) a.nc'l extenﬁecl the length of the system to
14867»& (h8779ft). e _ e

S ,-’-'_' W:Lth the exoeptlon of the prefaoe by Norbert Gasteret, a.domed by

~the elmost inevitable.poetic quote, the book. is written in- simple narrative -
style, It reads almost.as a diary, -but so exciting is the exploration and so
determined are the explorers that. Chewalier's unpretentious style somehow o=
heightens the drams with its moiest understatement, Chevalier writes as though he
were addressmg other oa.vers of equal experlence. -

It is hard 'to reallse that Franoe was under Germah ocoupation for five ;
years of the perlod covered. .Only two ‘or three allusions are made to what seems
t0 be mere :moonvenlenoe when one” or other. of - the tea.m is absent due to ewading
deportation or some other oooupa,t:.oml' he.zard

The book eon’ca:.ns seveml photogra.phs a.nd sketch surveys, even so
the account occasionally.races ahead thiough such complex parts of the network
that the reader can become temporarily lost. It is almost like going on a real ¢ =1
caving trip (we've all done it!), where the survey is consulted afterwards to
see whare one has been, still ending up unsure of Some route or other. The
insdision of several charmingly simfle pen sketches helps to explain certain
manoeuvres ‘for which words alone would be insufficient,

As for the cave itself - well, this isn't Just e.nother deep system where
one braveg a few waterf‘alls, ohuoking endless -tackle down umpteen pitéhes until’
1le 31phon' is reached. It is a complex, multi-storey maze of passages and shafts
which is first pushed downwa.rds from Trou di Glaz to reach the Guiers-Mort -
resurgence ‘then pursued in’ a vaguely horizontal direction to emerge on the “other
side of the Massif, And; as if -the thxutoh:ng and gardening to achieve: that were
not enough, Chevalier finally sets ocut to-orown: his team's ach:.evements By

maypolinging up to make an. moreda.'ble lz.nk w:.th PI;O shaft on the pla.teau aboue -
Gr:z.pplng atuff, is this. ; .

For those who en,joy remarka.ble h.:.s‘bor:.oa.l f‘aots, :x.t will be” :Lntr:r.gu_mg
to note that Henri 'Kiki' Brenot had, in 193k, 'Jseessscsperfected the metal -
claWSessesses by means of which a man might hoist himself: all thé way.up fixed -

ropes with no other kind of ass:.sta.noe.' Oh," you thought SRT was a recent
:mno\ra'blon’ _ ;

T Before conoludlng the book w::th some very :.nterestlng append:mes, ‘
, Ghevaller a.llows himself: a ‘brief moment of nostalgia, I think somewhat wistfully
" he writes, 'But whatevep came our way, we should not live again those superb hours

5
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e had pae!sed far ‘under 'I:he Deht 36 Croiles, and wh:Lch we sha.ll alwa.ys treasure
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The transdator, E M. Watts i a.clmowledges the a.s_sn.sta.nce g:wen by
E.E.Roberts to get the caving termlnology right. Tn th:u.s he sucbeed,s very woll

»,c g-minor irritation is his 'use of- ‘story ‘where he means storey' ,,,,, I wonder if .

Wa’.tts Wwas ever. tempted underground by the :Lnfectlons enthuﬁn.asm of the éuther s
Style. — e . - - K "

Gy i;»--.: 'Subterra.nean'cllmbers' :‘Ls m.thou‘t doubt, the finesf, of all the

' oa.vmg 'books T have read,: It is also 'bhe only one: wh:.eh I have- Pelt :anlined

- to, read. a.ga:.n..-_-;; ce e

CEEIEIE Thet RO

S ey T

To get my own baok on Er:n.c, for a. fortnlghts hard. slog :Ln Wales

--.:-where I wx;s made bo-climb: mountains cllnglng for'-dear life, taken out for -

short walks that turned.out- to-be" 'Ehlrty m:l..les, and- for’ hav:mg to sea,:mh for )
pyrite on a: tiplthat.was:going-to- cnllapse at any-minute;’ "and, be:mg told it .
was-almost-as exciting:as: caving,:T!'vé. tomposed’ the’ :E‘oI].ow:Lng poem of how your
trea.surer 'Splutters and Mutters when do::.ng h:Ls accou.nts. AL

U lon bloody hell I've done 11: wrong R
: Blast -where did:that.bill eomé from : ,"' B

*When will Wayne- learn how- to write - . 2
;e,-_;z_cThe ‘Halande is- go:.ng “to:be-rather. t:;.ght ~-': T
. "Phe ihsuranes -isimore than Ron.last 8aid . o=
I think :we'll.end.up in the red. L Ea
;i me o+ 014786 and” So's not pa:n.d his- dues R .
Co ‘Now wheres: that ‘peper T “said. not to 1ose A

;. This Bcok—KeePlng& a Proper sod ! S IR T
I WOnderE h0w Igot the job P

TopTha.‘tEr:Lc‘ E

B P

I S

R T A T R S
3 -

. Sa‘l:urday Z;:Eh" July most of the t::.me Was spent a.bove ground in 1:}:19T .
Burr:mgton area., dur:mg the:morning; . and 'l:he :Longwood 'area “in the a.fte;;mon.

The main. rocks of this: par't of Mendip were sden to comprlse o:f'.

Superflclal Depos:Lts . Upper Longwood. Valley - SRR '.

.Longwood - (Bedroek)

, _._Carbonlferous leestone - ‘Burrington ‘and ‘Longwood 3 ‘
', Limestone Shale- Sequenee Sl o e M et e
Portishead Beds . .- . ,”'5 T e R et T T e
:_(Old red sandstone) O S L P TN S

The effect of these rocks on the toppgraphy was also demonstrated
The -sandstones. compr:l.smg the highest 'land of rounded profile; the shales ‘eroding

.._‘.,_‘r;_:a.nto flat. ma.rshy reglons > and the l:.mestones fom:!ng h:.gh deeply mcmsed features.

A

»



SPECIAL OFFER WETSUI'I‘S

5mm S:Lnglo Lined TW'-P:LOGB Su:t:ts. S

Glued, Stitohed & Ta.pei. Sea.ms. '

lnnm Standa.rd S:Lngle Linei Sui'bs a

- Leng-Jéhns," Jaokets, Sharties, Trévsérs Bthal An

34h4y%& 6mm Single ér Déuble Lined Neeprene

- Zips, Tukes of Glue (5ép each), Tenax Fasteners
and shee:bs 61‘ u.nllnei Neiprenm ' i

WE GAN NOW ALSO OFFER

s One—Plece Pe*bzl 'Spele" Suits (Nylan/wc)

' £.'57-'0 .".-":',"5'-" :

One~Pieds .Tailared 'Styx' Caving. Suits (?dz P/V Proifed Nylon)

One Pies8d Thermal, "Furry! Suits.

.Plus a full ra.ngé of 'Thermal' Jaolééf:é, Trousers, Scoks, Eto. '

'Arangei

Sa.ﬂ,n Shcr'ts (Very well ta.:.l‘r%d)
Le.dd.ers a.ni Bels.ys |

Viking 18sm er 11mm Nyleén Lifeline.
'A'hae:_l:lng/ Priaailking Répes & Equipment

Gentact
_ Phil Ingéld

g

o D.m o Synthetic Fll]lad Sieep:.ng B&gs a-n& Duvats ET
And, Per thé very 'Coldf .Thermal’ Sleeping Bag Liners. o

Malo olm G -tter, 21+9 Foltham Hill Roa.i., Ashford, Mlidxe 2,
31 Spring Lene, Hemel Hempstea.i Hertse
A Phone (Da.y) 01 902 6011 C
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Measurement of dip was made in both areas and it was seen that dip was to the north
at Burtington and to the south at Lingwood. This stiucture affects the form of the
valleyb The north slope off Burrlngton Coombe beirng noroe. steep than the south, There
13 also a low lying region ‘of shale between Iimestone and Portishead beds surround:
ing the anticlinal -structure. Most of the upland streams run on the shale and
sink when they reach limestone. In Rhino Rift the cave is strongly aligned to the
Structure, The entrance runs down dip but is mainiy 1nfluenced'hy a fault likewise
the other passages in the cave.

At Black Roék Quarny an 1nterest1ng feature in the limestone was examined
This was a sand filled rift in the limestone whieh: qnay represent a tave duting from
about the Triassic Age later filled in When +thé s8& Llével tose. Alternatlvely it )
could have been’s washout between reefs in the llmestdne. .

On the Sunday a visit was made to Manor Ferm Swallet. ThlB oave is almost
entirely fault.alfghed. In parts of the main passage;:dispTacement id clearly
visible. At the far end of NHASA gallery good slickensides are seen on one wall

and also in the fault calecite-itse®. This® indloaﬁes ﬁovements over a Iong ﬁlme
perlod. I DO BT LEER A N SIUR B e .

The upper parts of-the cave. show’deep trenoﬂlng with' pothéled floor,
signs of vadose development such as .aty stream actisg of “the surfade.The
lowest parts of the cave show rounded features indicating development in water
filled passages known as phreatio development. NHASA Gallery is formed as a result
of collapse. Other features in the eave aré shattered caleite formations and
thick i1l sorted sediments. These featurss were posibly formed during the last
gla01atlon when, fAost -pend¥rated to*consiflerablé depth.: The? "sediments beneaﬁh !
the floors are probebly sollflux1on dep051ts accumulated at times of" thaw. o
: ; o . g L ;*'.
Caleite floors are seen throughout the oeve, and 1nd1cate a steble
per;od without significaht ,water flow, At . the end of the ladt gacigl period
the: eave was again invaded byia stream leawing & number of fregments . of £loor
high and dry,
Malceolm Cotter )
. C . . . o . g'}‘ - -’.' ;0
NEW TACKLE PURCHASE SRR PR T A

At long last a start has been made on re equipment of the elub tackle. :;
None too soon if one goes by comments suoh.as those prlnted earlier in this :
ewslettor. A ;5 LA S RRNAE :. _ ”--'*m~' T SR X .
. 2 - - a et 7 RN DA ot
: 200 metres of 11mm?hau§er 1ald oav1ng rope, some tethers, spreaders,
anﬁ.belays, plus a 25f% ladder have been purchased for immediate use. A 150ft
hatiling rope has been purchased as well for rescue use.

The cavifg rope has been divided as follows:-

Two 50" lengths
Two 100" "
One 150t "
One 250 . "

The 1adﬁer is a trlal purchase and 15 idented MaCube 1981 -More
purohases of this ladder will follow subject to it prooving satisfactory in use.



