. i -
4
g ERaE
WM N
R -
- 3 ‘*:_'! B . P -
-
b2 -
sy
palad »
‘ .
-+ o d

|THE, M,C,C. ROYALWEDDING TRTBUTE ~ " :

On 29th July. 1981, Gharlas, Prince of Wales, Heir to i:he
Thtone ,0f England was, to:bé wed to his beloved, Lady Diana.
Throughou‘t ‘the count r_y loyal sub,]ec‘f:s pla.nned. their
tributes to. the RoyEL Couple

RSy

i }

. Down at the Fox .and Hounds andrMa.wson Arms ‘on M.C. G-. ‘ n:l.ght_a,
. ... excitement was n.‘mm.ng h:.gh as discussion of the wedding began.
“" What could the M,G,G,. do in celebbation? To what lenghts could
1. B they go to display the:zr undying devot:l.on to the future Klng
and his charming br:Lde‘? o . e

Or to what &ep‘ths? ". eresesecses o

e}




MENDI? GAVING GROUP COMMITTEE

SEGRETARY TONY KNIBBS
TEL (HOME)
(WORK)

TREASURER ERIC DOWLEY

MEET SECRETARY GREG SMITH

TEL (HOME)

COTTACE WARDEN WAYNE HISGOX:

TEL (WORK)

'TACKLEMASTER  PHIL INGOLD ™

(WORK )

TEL gﬂome:)
© (WORK) -

EDTITOR BRYAN PITTMAN

TEL (HOME)

CAVING ACCOMMODATION

GUEST BOOXINGS:—

THURSDAY MEETINGS

- JONATHAN-:ROBERTS |

23 Winern Glebe,
Byfleet, Surrey.

Byfleet 43875

Weybridge 45522 Ex 6125.°

32 Chequers Orchard,
Iver,Bucks,

16 Nield Road,

. Hayes, Middlesex,

01 848 3340

3 Keward, Glastonbury Road,

Wells, Somerset,
Wells 72081 Ex 273

1 Sprlng La.ne, _ '
_,Hemel Hempstead, Herts.
CUOE2 420297 T
01 982-6011 Ex 100 '

'_1? Kent Aven‘ue, o
© West’ Eal:l.ng, London, W13 8BE
- 01 997 2916

L4 278 3825

36 Manor Way,, e e

LR Egham, Surrey.

Egham 37540

MENDIP CAVING GROUP,
NORDRACH COTTAGE,
CHARTERHOUSE-ONJMENDIP,
BLAGDON,

BRISTOL, BS18 6XW

N.C.R. ST#5147.5695

To be made with the Gottage Warden

THE FOX & HOUNDS & MAWSON ARMS
CHISWICK LANE SOUTH, LONDON W...
8-30. P-M.



"A trip o Yorksh:!re..for theLRoya.l Wedding?- " L
We*11 book Green Close'~ I'll contact N.P.G. W
The plans are. ma.de, four ca.vers ro}md _artable,

"oh by the way" sa,ys B‘o‘b,"I've Just been bu;y:mg
Some rope; one - fifty metres of 1 i,
At that, four faces light, four voioes wh:l.sperec_;
"That's Jus'b enough t?}{,\ ig down Gapulg Ghle' n

And so :r.t Was that on,(Tues&ay mor*mng,
After an evening subping Theakstoh's ale,=’ < ™ 7%
Four hale and hearty.cavers left the cottage. L
For Clapham;’ and the Ingle‘f:orough Trs.a_l‘-’ A

o g

0f tackle that' ?:as neédéd for ‘thlB Trenture,_ T el
The abseil rope is* Tiatéd rirst o2 AT, =« *° I
Four hundred feet of SeRe T, kernmantel
Was wa.nte& to’ con‘trol the speed of ‘fa.]_'l..

"For oommng ot a._gain we'l ma.ke J.'b ea.sy
(Three -~ sixty £8ét of pri8sikirg's no fun) ‘
We'll rig Bar Pot; the first pitch.is a for'by_, )
About a hundred feet th "sécond. one“

"Wo'll need ons L f:l.f‘ty féet of iadder 1ifeld He
 (Twnchundoififeet of that should be enough.
First up can use his Glog for self proteot:l.on) 5o

Descendenrsy k‘r‘a‘bs 3 belays 'l:he usual s‘buff" c P

The gear :Ls sorted out and sﬁacked, and aounted,
Divided into four and packed in sacks,
The lads put, on their we‘[:su:.‘bs, lamps, and helmei:s, o
And bukdle' ‘bhe equ:z.pment on 'thelr ba.cks. o -

The track to G. G. entranoe 15 ‘g’ long one, L
Two miles, or three, or more, froém réad to po‘b,
Tt's uphill all the way; so haavy laden, - T
The cavers in’ the:v.r wetsu:.ts soon are hot. - B

At Inglehnrough Ga:ve they f:l.nc’l refreshmen'b

A tourist booth purveying fizzy pop. o
And while they guzzle, .over hobbles Ghester, L
To see whaté 1n. that da.m‘ grea.'b ba,g they ve go‘c.

"Four hundred feet of rope‘? ~ge’ ‘Bha'b's not heavy,
I'd 1ift it with” one hand. You see = no ‘swedtl, & '
(Aside, "These lads are daft. You couldn't pay me
To carry it ten yards -~ before it's wet").



At last by forece of will and fear of fallure,

The four arrive at Bar with all their gear.

A minute's rest; a pee;. sort.out .equipment, .
Then plan Just where they have’ to go from. here, '_-,f‘; oo

They spl:Lt up :Lnto two - ma.n r:.gg:mg part:l.es ¥
The one to rig G. G. s M the other Baré

So Bob and Geoff set off with rope and belays,
"Itts this wa.y, up. the path. It 1sn't far",

And Chr:Ls a.nd Ian 1add.er up the forty

An awkward chimney, then an open c]_‘l.mb '
Chris goes dowm first, and finds the hd@er lack:.ng.__.
"Fédsshort; send. down another on a 1:1.ne" ‘ :

This means axshortage for the second b:.g p::.tch.
The plan is modified to take account.

They have a langth of. B.R.T. rope with 'bhem,
One - f:l_‘f‘ty feet enough ’so ge:l: them ou:b. DRI
The pitches duly r:t.gged the’ 'two a.scend n,ow,

731 Chris discovers that the upper pot

Is not his sige. But with much. thruching,¢ersing,
At last he cra.wls out, gasplng, fpom the toy. . _5;-: 'j;
And so ‘bo Gaplng_ Ghyll whe;'e B,ob aml Geoffrey

‘Are in a. little passage down the. side,
Which keeps; the rope away from half the wa
And gives a’ llgh'tly dryer r:.de.

The rope :Ls rl..%gea around B mass:.ve boulder
And downr ‘the passage to'a wooden pier. '
From here it disappesrs in sprey and darkmess;,
A sight %o f:ll the stoutest hea.r’c w:.th fear. '

But Bob ' Ollps Qn, his. rack. "Well, here goes noth;mg"
And in the watérfall he's last from sight.,

The others at the top must walt, and wonder . ..
If they have worked the 1eng't:h of rope out rlght'

Is ititoo short, not reachmg o 'l:he bot‘bom'?
O0r tangled up, and hanging in the air?

Or will the- water,.falling from, the. atreamway,
Be bea.'b:.ng down on Bob. too much 'bo 'bea.r"

The time. is’ go:.ng by, "What is: he de:mg" g

Ten minutes now, and still the rope is t::.ght"

But out of aight and sound there is no optiom, . -
r ther s.a sna.g, but let him pu't‘. it rlght. s



Meanwhile, three - forty feet below the entrandej
Hangs Bob; 5 -armoyed andw“s:.ng more and-more; -

A tangle: in.the rope:is. all that stops him,

Trom finishing h:z.s ,Journey to the floor.

He prussiks up a brl: then sta.rts un‘l:y:l.ng

The knot-that bars h:Ls progress from below, :
Not easy with..one hand; and wet; and spinning,. -
But flna.lly he does 1t “Down I go"

Up top the rope ‘go8és slack next man is ready. o

. On with hits figure - 8i-check all the clips,~ =
Slowly 'at first he feei!s the ropei And slowly
Down through the hlmbllng Wa.terfall he sllps.

At first the rock:face makes ‘the go:x.ng easy,
A wall to teke the feet and stap the spin, -
Then suddenly, .the crash of. water's greaten,
It beats hlS helme'b br:l.efly sha.klng h:Lm

Heus pa.st the worst cascade,;and now: he‘s a.ble, SR
At last to settle back and;loock around. S

He sees a great cathedrad, ‘overflowing, -
With splash:mg, spraylng. gush:.ng roa.rlng sound. o

The waters from a'bove. :E‘loa.t out in- streamers,
And carry softly down the:light of day,

It seems as if a hole has formed in-heaven; - -
And out of 1t has poured the M:ley r?ay

Brought nxd.ely 'baok to 11fe - the caver's spmm.ng,' R
The wall is gone, and now he's hanging free; :

The spinning stops. Lean back and just énjoy it.

This sight's not one that everyone can see-

This §ldady fa,lls 'the caver through 'the da.rkness, :
No worries-here with. women,work., or wealth,
His 1ife depends on half an ‘inohof E;;].en,ofzi,rg, m})
A me‘tal loop, and most of’ a.ll, hlmself'. _
The rope feels hghter TOW,: A 1amp is slu_n_mg.
His speed seems grea’cer with’the floor in: s:l.gh't.
Pull on the rope a 1little 'Stop the falling!'
A walst-deep pool then ends the downward flight.
bu‘i""
Unhitoh the ropel Get/elear of the waters
A moment:taking in the sights and sound,
And savourdng a little more, the pleasures
0f being here, and of the journey down,



The third man, high above, cdomes into 31ght now,
Like shining:spidet; ~sliding on his thread. .70 .. 7
He's down, Andasoon the foubth. The.. absell's ovar.. e
Five minutes z:est ’chen f:md the way ahea.d. S
The passage on to Ba.r is in 'bhe corner,

A muddy chamber . up a stony slopg...

They start off Wa,lk:mg uprlght crawl a. l:!.ttle 5
Then upright cnce aga:m, 'bu'l: w:.th a’ stoop. -

The tunnels are qu:l.te d.r'y and nea.'tly rounded
A11 uniformly shaped,; like disused drains. :

But then ~ what(s: this - they're high up in. @} chamber,
That's wrong. Bao,k to Jche ‘turn anq tr'y agalm

The chamber byjpass Meaiis ‘a 1ot of crawllng, Sl
On hands an knees, for. fifty f‘eet or more,. .
Then out beyond the. cha.mber, up ‘a soramble, AP
And therés Bax, Po*b 8, rope ha.ngs -dowm 'bhe wall..

The rift in whloh they sta.nd i3 stra,z.ght a.nd lofty,
& floor of hapd - packed earth; and rocky walls;. ... 'D |
Teir laddér’ ha.ng:mg freely by: 'bhe rookfaoe, : 0

Ends roughly th:Lr'Ey feét. p.bove 'bhe :f‘loor.

Their rope is here, ancl S R.T.‘ g essen'tla.l

The rock is s,heer, Do handholds on -the, fa.ue,

And prussik up,,the :c-0pe w:Lth ea.sy graoe. T

The walk up to the hoZI.e has tlred the oavers. '
A hundred feet of ladder:is a 1ot .
Tt's slow; 'but with’a: rest ‘4nd.thens:an. effor’b :
At last the ;E‘our of them ‘8it- at the fop.

While two go ou‘t to G,G. for the taokle,
The others coil the laddera up with care, . .4 sy
Then olimb the _top piteh < once again: muoh thr'frb hing =
Into the ba.lmy scent of open a,:Lm I A e

The walk b hone, dry clothes and then refreshmént
Need not b%sarﬂ)ed sfor all shoukd kriow,

The Joys o'f a.le, good company, rand-stories .. i
of Journeys in; our’ wondvuungworld below. R AL

Yo PR

-+ Tan MeKeohnig, . ;:oi1i:]




MENDIP CAVING SHOP

WETSUITS

‘ Long - Johns, Jackets, ShortleSg Trousers, etee; -
Codn 3,0k, & 6mm s:.ngle or double lined neoprene-
! " Zips,. Tubes of glue (50p each) ; Tenax Fasteners . et
. anﬁ. sheets of ‘double. skinned NEOPreNCy - oo o wn ot b

CAVING SUITS.

. Omné Piece Petzlg’Speleo' Sui'bs (Nylon/PVC)
“One Piece Tailomed 'Styx! Caving Suits. (?oz P/V Proofed Nylon)a :

A . One Piecoe Thermal 'Furty!. Suits,

’ Plus, a fu]l range of 'Thermal' Jaokets; Trousers, Socks, etc.-

o ‘SLEEPmG BAGS

" And for 'bhe very ‘cold' Thermal Sleepmg Bag Lmers.

. BeumuENT .
777 Ladders  and Belays

.. Viling 10mm .or 11mm N;}lon Lifeline .- - .
' 113 .-Pruss:k:mg Ropes and Equipment

Malc olm Cotter

Phil Tngold

COTTAGE BOOKINGS

}, MEMBERS WEERKEND+ PETE LINGWOODS PARTY
11 DROTTWIGH - SGOUTS.

18 MEMBERS WEEKEND

:25 DAVE GIBSON +11

OCTOBER = -
- 2 '‘MEMBERS WEEKEND '
- 9 WESTMINSTER 'SCHOOT, .
- 46 ‘HALF 'YEAR GENERAL MEETING
23 IMPERTALCOLLEGE B

T30 DAVE cz:sson + 11

NOVE]-IBER PR e

6 MEMBERS WEEKEND = .
.13 WESTMINSTER cAva GROUP o
20 MEMBERS WEEKEND ' '
...'27

, DEGEMBER

}, MEMBERS WEEKEND
11 DAVE GIBSON + 11
418 MEMBERS WEEKEND
25 CHRISTMAS

Satin Shorts (very well ta.nlored)

21;9 Feltham Hill Roa.d Ashford_, Middxy
Ashford 52643

31 Spring Lane, Hemel Hempstead, Herts.
01,902 6017 (Weekdays)

MEET PROGRAMME, . :

ST .CUTHEERTS 2 PARTIES . . = ..




LINK POT

o As a pley to.&¥oid & bertain event, ‘on Friday.2hth July Géoff, Iah &nd
myself went up to Yorkshire in:Geoff!s cari After Some amusing. trdvelling to reach
Geoff's house wrapped ‘in” 200" métres: o §,RiT: ropei.-and g.pleasént nights drinking
in Leeds; we met one of Geoff'¥ 'hates who had &cmewhere for s o crashs.

- ciy
. So; on ‘Saturday, in the Merten Arms wo-sat 8iscussing:the afternoon's
caving over a three course msal’df THeakstons; 'and Xink Pot was .suggested. So, in
a magnificent attempt to avoid“becoming sober, off 'we went,to Bull Pot Farm, changeg
and walked over to Link. Ag the only-person t¢ have ‘been down there before, I
1wad -the’ way, having mentioned the long crawl to Pippikin that was ahead, for
reasons best known to themselves,.Inn and Geoff still carried: amno boxes,lam's
may have been surgically attached - he mever put it doym,- As-any-afficionados of
Link will'know, .the crawk*is not designéd for this, and the passage may be slightly"
larger as’a reéq.,l'-t‘;'-f;".i;_ ol e BT T e TR T T - ‘

Y T

Slow progress was made to Dusty Junetion, whemce we:. proceeded bo the
Hall of the Ten, Unfortunabely, s time check rewealed the we should: leave immed
iately (if not sooner), And so we plunged back down into: the rabbit holes Anyway
after directing Chris dowh the right pessage near:the entranee, T plimbed out
and spent a happy time watching the others coming up.through the:goastriction ~
a nutber of interesting techniqued 'were displayed, possibly for the last time, as
none of the others seemed to enjoy the trip much, _, .- A

Bob Varley.

LANCASTER EASEGILI, ° o
Sunday morming -dawrsd 4t Green Close, and the four of us y Gec_)f, iéﬁ,l}pb,
and Chris, were glad to think we had a whole day potholing ahead and did-fibt: '

have to head for London,

PACIE

TR o

Despite Bob having tried to put us off Ease Gill,on Sgburday ‘Wwe were
still keen to try enother day exploring the longest system in the eounritry, and
tried to raise ~2:ume*support from among the N,P.C. members present, Unfortunately
the lateness of their retirkéy for:the ovening had dampened their enthusisdsm, -~
and we set off for Bull Pot Farm to see what we could arrange. Owr luock. then seémed
to change, for on asking whether anyone would like to take us. from. Lancastsr Jo .
County, we soon had a volunteer. Jim Newton seemed a;good choics as his age’: (60?)
and lack'.of one eye should havé'ensured that we would have an-eapy trip, Our - -
suspicions should have been arroused however when he indicabed: that -1t ;woild not
be necessary to pre ladder County, as he knew how to do it uphill, After the
110 foot drop into Tancaster Hole we spent six hours at a fast paoe, although
stopping for many photographs, and managed & detour up and arround the well . . |
decorated Easter Grotto, The climb out through Gounty was.exciting, but the first
entrance pitch needed real skill to olimb from below,’ (Portunately Jim:had a’
ladder for the rest of us to use.) As usual we retired to a pub afterwards, and-
Jim was soon telling us of all the other delights of the system which were left
for us on another occasion - which we are all locking forward to sometime, .

Geoff Barton

IREBY FELL

R

‘None-of us had done this cave before, bubt T had heared that it was a
good trip without being too kearing. (Which was what we wanted as we wére going
to do 6,G, the next day.)

Unfortunately Green Glose had no charger available and although three
of us had NiCads Ian had an 0ldham that was Just about flat.cSo we left the lead

-



&cid in Ingleten te be charged and reserted te using carbide. This later preeved
te be the downfall of the trip. Ian and Geeff had been lugging amme cans full
of spare carbide areund fer the last few days and as is quitecemmen in these
cases, when required fer use, the spare preves even duffer than the eriginal,

Unfertunately Beb ard I had gene eff dewn the cave befere this was
discevered, and had rigged three pitches, twe ef which were shewer bath wet,
After waiting abaut twenty minutes fer the ethers te catch up, we beth started
getting cold and disillusiened, and as we didn't have the gear te de the rest
ef' the descent, we decided to abort, enly to meet Tan descending the secorng
piteh with ne light at all, .

The rest of the day was spent danzling frem trees at Therneside
¥anor,

Chris Crewley,

Brian Terry with his

latest plaything





