
1982 A.C.M. ANTi DINNER

The A.C.M. is to be held at the cottage on Saturday afternoon 27th Maroh
toll.wed by the Annual Dinner at 6p.m. at the Star Hotel, Wells. Tickets will be
£6 each +‘r•m Tény K.nibbs. There is an application form attached. to this newsletter
Members are advised to book early as numbers are limited. The usual coach from the
cottage to the Star will be arranged, leaving the cottage at 7p.m. and returning
from the Star at midnight,. for which there will be an extra charge. Alternative
sleeping accomodation will be arranged for those Members who habituafly miss the
retiirn.coaoh.• - - -. -

Nominations for Office and proposals to change the Constitution and
Rules, must reach the Secretary-by March 6th. - :-

SUBSCRWTIONS INCREASE -1982 —~ RESULT OF POSTAt BALLOT

A deluge of replies has been received from Members who were invited to
send in their views on the proposed increase in Subscriptisns for 1982; there
were five in favour and me against. It therefore is obvious that a clear maidrity
supports the proposal.

The H.ne Treasurer looks forward to. iecaiting £10 from Full Members and
Probationary Members, and £5 each for Associate Members, Members under 18 years
of age, and Members Spouses. - -

CLUB EXPEDITION.

Tony Knibbs is currently investigating posibiities caving in the Pyrenees
with a local French club, in August or September. Anyone with any preferenwei for
caves r dates should speak to Tony. . -

NEWSLETTER BACI~U~ERE

Those of you may have lost backnumbers of the Club Newáletter may be able
to replace them soon. The Editor and the Librarian are looking into the possibility
of obtaining reprints which would be available at tF~ current photodopying rates.
The Editor still has copies instcick of most Newsletters printed in the last two
years, which are available free of charge to Members.

CLUB JOURNAL

As reported previously articles are nowbeing prepared -foi’ M.C.G. Journal
Number 7. It is hnped that it will be going to print later this summer. Could those
of you preparing articles for publication in the Journal please- contact me as I
hope to start work on it from April onwards.

We still have a limited number of M.C.C. Journal No.6. available for sale
coitact Tony ICnibbs. .

Bryan Pittman



NKff ),‘~~ERS

We are pleased to welcome the foiowing as Probationary Members d the
14.0.0.

Adrian J Du~kQtt, 130 St Stephens Road, Hounslow, Middlesex.
Roy A Kempstone, 13 Florence Road, College Town, Camberley, Surrey.
Phil Eliot, Belle View, Chiswick Ma].l,Londot Wolf.
Paul Merron, li-I Preston Road, Upper Norwood, London, S.E.19.

DOWN WITH iV~T PROGRAW5ES

Geriatric’~reg,when am Idown in theprograinme to do the Thrupe Lane and Aggy
Aggy trips which I promised to lead?’ . .

Greg ‘I don’t know off hand, but someone else is leading. Aggy now. I’ve got
you down to lead .Dowbergifl Passage instead’. -

Geriatric (ashen faced): ‘Christ, I’ve never even been there; and I’m not fit
enough (meaning too old)’~

Greg (smiling):’Oh, don’t worry, I’ll be there as weil’.

Speechless, Geriatric shuffles unsteadily to the baz~ to buy another
pint with which to drink to the downfall of all well — meaz~ing Meet Secretaries

OTYPSTANDING COTTAGE WORK

Lounge Fit tiles round Fireplace
Discard unwanted carpets, and Apply- a coat of sealer to floor
(when car .~ark completed)

Stair Cupboard
Finish lagging pipes
Paint walls when dried out

Changing Room
kdd final coat of paint (eggshell) to walls

- and all pipe work and basin brackets.
Shpwer Room . . - -

Add final coat of gloss paint to ceiling (at start of a weekend when dry
Lobby

Paint walls (eggsheil)
Construct Rescue Cupboard beneath Charger Worktop

- Install charger (new one by D.Vosper)
Bedrooms . . -

Fit anti-roll boards to -top bunks
Lay line tiles. .~

Roof Space - —

Paint loft trap (gloss)
Fit access ladder

Library
- Move, books into library from bedroomS -

External - -.. . .

Finish, levelling car park and spread soalpings
Erect boundary fencing -

Construct Scakaway
General .‘ . -

Install additional heating



BRIAN TERRY’S CAVING CROSSWORD NO.2

Brian will buy the first Member to send him a correctly completed
crossword, Three Pints of BeerL The First Crossword Puzzle competition was won
by John Pudduck .~ho finished it as soon as he got home from the Mawson Arms~
Zn faot Brian received it before he got his own copy of-the Deoember Newsletterl

ACROSS -

t_l~~f~oave and valley on Mendip composed of lengthy timber (8)
5 A Measure of Volume to employ blame 6)

— ~8 Eaf)S~ .o~e’ gives rise to limestone series in Yorkshire 8)

9 tpeIeologist heading north for this place perhaps? 6)
12 King of Phoenioia, the father of Europa. 6)

)3’~Three-headed canine residing in St Cuthberts Swallet 8)
W Quality Required to bottom this Northern Pot? 12)
I? Emergent atom forms a pothole in Ribblesdale 12)
22 Giving up or giving in 8)
23 Coloniz, a place on the ASS 6)
25 Light source in Lancashire 6)
26 Simple stream forms deep oave in Chapel — Le — Dale 8)

...-2-7’Seasonal Grotto in Ease Gill 6)
,,?rTed~ l~~ddn with confusion produces Northern Caving Area (8)

DOWN
.,.1’ Strenuous climbing technijue that sounds easy (3.4)

2 Erratic area near the allotment (6)
_2i Mendip village sounding appropriate for the bigamist 7)
_-VThIrds from slow mix—up 4)

6 Cave Feature found in some firearms 7)
7 Precisely aoourate in direction (8)
10 Made a home in Pine Tree (6)
~tWhat Deuterium is, compared to water 7)

Connection of gas to undergrount supply will amaze 7)
lSGained consent from contents of meagre edition 6)
17 Festival equipment used by those avers with high aims 7)
18 Termination of chess tournament perhaps? 3-4)
19 Pinnacle of achievement for some, but not for cavers~ 7)
20’Infamous Hun 6)

Dreadful moor in Northern England (4)
24 Northampton Flower (4)

ANSWERS CAVING CROSSWORD NO.1.

ACROSS I CHAPEL LE DALE. 8 FUMIGATES. 10 SABLE II EMEND. 12 MINERET. 13 CUP OF TEA.
15 SCOSKA. 18 PITONS 19 FULLSTOP. 21 LIXESTONE. 23 TAPER. 24 SCREE
25 SEVERANCE. 26 AVEN. 27 ACONITE. -

DOWN 2 HAMMERPOT. 3 PAGED. 4 LITTERED. 5 ARSENICAL. 6 EBBOL 7 WESTHARF!REE.
— c,- ..- ~— — ~.. — 8 FRENCH POLISH. 9 SUMP. 14 FINISTERE. 16 SIT ON IT. 17 QUEEN VIC.

20 LOOSE. 22 MORla. 23 TURIN.

~



CAVING SHOP
.FOR ALL CAVING BOARDSAILING

AND MOUNTAINEERING NEEDS

SPECIAL LOW PRICES TO ~MEERS JAN 1982

WARMWEAR

HULOFIBRE DUVET JACKETS FROM £31 — 50
DOWN DUVET JACKETS £47 - 50
HOLOFIBRE SLEEPING BAGS “ £27 - 00
DOWN SLEEPING BAGS £62 - 00
THERMAl. PILE SLEEPING BAG LINERS £16 - Co

WETSUITS

SPECIAL PRICE 2-PBCE 4MM DOUBLE LINED WITH
EXTRA ZIPS ON ANKLES AND WRISTS (LADES SIZES ONLY) £33 - 00

SINGLE LINED 4MM JACKETS £24 - 50
SINGLE LThED 4MM LONG-JOHNS £30 - 50
SINGLE LINED 4MM TROUSERS £20 - CO

SINGLE LINED ‘ECONOMY’ JACKETS £22 — 50
SINGLE LINED ‘ECONOMY’ TROUSERS £15 - 00

SINGLE LINED 6MM JACKETS £31 - 50
SINGLE LINED 6w& LONGJOHNS £38 - 00

TO OFF SHORE NORTH SEA STANDARDS
DOUBLE LINED 6-7wz JACKETS £40 - 00
DOUBLE LINED 6-7MM LONGJOHNS £49 - 00

I4LM SINGLE LINED SOCKS £5 - 00
6MM SINGLE LINED SOCKS £6 — 10
6MM DOUBLE LINED SOCKS £7 - 50

BOOKS

GEOLOGY OF THE PEAK DISTRICT 2 2 — GO
BRITISH CAVES AND POTHOLES. BY DEAKIN 2 4 - 95
CAVING AND POTHOLING. BY JUDSON 2 1 - 95
CARLSBAD CAVES AND A CAMERA 2 5 - 25
SPELEOLOGY, THE STUDY OF CAVES 2 2 - 95
CAVING MANUAL. LOVELOCK 2 7 - 95
THE DARKNESS BECKONS. M.F.ARR £10 - 50
DOWN TO A SUNLESS SEA. BOON 2 8 - 50
NORTHERN CAVES VOL I WHARFEDAIAE & NIDDEROALE 2 2 - 50

VOL III INGLEBOROUGH NEW EDITION 2 3 - 25
VOL V TEE NORTHERN DALES 2 2 - 50

ODD VOLUNES OF CAXTONS ENCYCLOPAEDIAS 60
CHILDRENS ENCYCLOPAEDIAS 60

249 FELTI-IAM HILL ROAD,ASHFORD,MIDDLESEX. TEL ASHEORD (69)52643

31 SPRING LANE, HEMEL HEMPSTEAD, HERTS. TEL. 0442 42029



G.B.’CAVE

The ‘fned’ ladder to Ooze Passage £r~om The Gorge has either been taken
down or has fallen down. Access to Ladder Dig Ettention is now dafficuib due to
a number of factors. The second rawlbolt is not safe. The eye has been opened out
so that it resembles a ‘question mark’, reducing its strength. The eye i~ also
very thin where it takes the krab, and the bolt itself is loose. T~I~ RAWLBOLT
SHOULD NOT BE TRUSTED The chain which facilitated the climb over the lip to
Laddex Dig is-St leafl..S”. shortex~*than it used to be (due to- rusting?). to.
reach the final’bolt it ‘-is’.n~cessary to loop -a rope, over it or use part of the
old, fixed, ladder :.to reach ab~ve... It is probably safer t. take: y.ur own belts
(It’s certainly:.’quioker .and:easier.) There is a risk that fut’ther-tse of the second
rawlbilt:wiil lead to’ its’-faib&e-and possibly.an accident.

‘A s~:~odt~ .high bdsbedwire fence was’ereoted around the 1968 .-,‘,.Gre?t
Depression’ at the beginning of December, for safety and to discourage access via
thedepression. Therehas been generalabuse of ~.B. ‘Cave’in recent’rnonths, and
U.B.S.S. and Briátol-Watetworká- are concerned about the ‘disregard-for the cêve
and access procedures. Members are remanded that guests must have valid permits
to enter this cave. Temporary C.S.C.C. Permits are available’ in’ the. ‘lep~prh’ in
the cottage.. Always: lock the cave after entering and after leaving, to prevent
utaüthorised’use..-., . ‘ ‘ . . . ,

..MartinRowe

UBLY MEL POT - PROGRESS REPORT ‘‘ H

- ‘ The slumpèdjmaterial over the entrance h3s. beexi removed, and the entrance
shaft :measured.for a concrete pipe. This pipe will be fitted in- the very near’ future
having been delayed hy:the recent heavy snow fall8..Please .note.that the-farmer
would prefer peiple not’t. entmr the cave until the w.rk is completed. (So if you
want to go down, you have to help with the workl) ‘ .

On a recent visit, Martin Rowe was almost irretrievably fixed in IThley
Hill Potl having tried forThalf an hour to get through-the squeeze:-below the
entrance pitch. There is no truth in the runour that Ian and Co. were about to
‘concrQte Martin into provide -a solid~ support for the entraho’ep~pe~

- -- ‘ .,‘Marbin Rowe

AGENALLWEDD. . . ,

T~--experimen~al’ system of ~spuing keys tin wardens• on, the spot was
abandond due to the demands on people’s time and travel costs. On more than one
oocasion.the. key warden was. the only .visitg~i ‘to the ‘area on a particular weekend..
For the-present the postal system is b.eing’-t~ed. ~4eit.October’applications from
clubs who have visited’the cave at least f Itimes in -the year are to be-invited
‘tL purchase keys ‘on a permanent basis and to--çenew their entitlement annuaUy.
Carbide is now banned even as a form of seco~ary lighting. This appears to be
the only way to control the dumping of carbid~ in the cave. This is to be a
‘oondition.’of acoess-.in’futur ,;~ .‘ , -, ~‘: ‘ - -

PAUL ESSER MEMORI&L LECTURE 1982

The Paul Esser Memorial Lecture 1982 wail be given by Julian Graffiths
on “Expeditionary Caving”. It will take place at 8.1 5pm in the usual place, the
large Physics Lecture Theatre iii ~rndail Avenue, -Bristol University, on We4 17.2.82.
Admission is free, but those of ~iou who live - some’ distance away, and would like
to reserve seats, should ~rite to Dr. O.C. Lloyd, Wflhey House, Withey Close West,
Bristol.. BS9 3SX.



WARNWG TI~ POSSThU~Y OF KP~RABThER FAflUPE AT LOW LOADS

A recent report made to the BMC Technical Committee by D. Hutchinson
(u.~i.I.S.T.) shows how sothe karabiners can be~ponsiderably weakea.along the
major ens in certain situations, than the quoted load carrya~g capacity which
is foten stamped on them.

A karabiner *ith the keeper open can be considered ae a simple ‘hook’
aid is much weaker along its major ens in th~s condition.. The U.I.A.A. (which
amongst othero things sets standards for n~iountaineering equipment) require that a
karabinar be able to withstand 900 kilogrammes force (approximately I ton)
with the keeper open. This requirement has led to many,D - shaped models, as
opposed to the genefally weaker oval shape. Precautions are usually taken to
guard. against the keeper being open, by emp1oyi~g~a scz’end. sleeve to secure
the gate, and by placing kar~binats so that the gate 11 not forced open bS”.
o2ntact with the toøk, The possibility of t~e keeper being open wlnlst the krab
is under load can easily occur through vibration. If a krab is ‘slar~jned’ against
a rock as lb starts to support a fallzng climber, the spine comes to a rapid halt
and the momentum carries the gate forward gvercomxng spring resistance. Thus the
krab is effectively a ?hookt as it recenes a load perhaps greater than it can
hold in this fpz,m.

~Th& effdct can ea~ilSr be demonstrated by wrapping a layer ,oQ~ 5i~Su]Ating:
tape or some such arôür4 the, spine of the krab, and then striking the spine of
the icrab sharply againát~,róth~ thigh. The tape will be marked by the gate striking
againgt the spine of the krab. . ~

‘There ~tny karabiner is used in a situation where it may be shock loaded
and impacted as a result, it would b~ advisab1e~ to use a screwgate type karabmxieD
with the screw done up, especially if th~ krab is of an oval design.

1. —

N.C.A.Eqinpment Committee

QUESTIONS IN THE HOtJSE ..

On 18.1.82. Mr Authur ibewis, M.P. for Newhaa North West asked the
Secretary of St’atfr fthr ‘SdOi&l Sethricés Mr &eàffrey Finsberg what cost was incurred
by his Department in rësqu±rig. tha potholers in Yorkshire on Sunday 3 January;
and whether action has been or is . to be taken to claim these costs from the
persons conserned. , ~

Mr Geoffrey Finsberg: No costs Were. inburrgd directly.bythe.’Depaptthent. Thformation
on costs incurred an the National H~aIth Service is not held. c9ntraily the
hon. Member rt~y care to contact Yorkshire regional health authority and North
Yorkshire area health authority. There are no powers to, enable such costs to be
recovered from the patients concerned. -

Lr Arthur Lewis asked the Secretary of State for Social Services if he will
introduce measdres to enSUre that the costs pf hospital treatment and care given
to potholers and others who take deliberate risks outside their normal ocoupat~,ons
and who consequently cause additional cos.ts to be bonne by public funds in cases
where injury occurs, may be reclaimed from the insurance companies of those peflons
in a similar manner to the way in which repayment..is made to the health service
by the insurance companies of motorists i~avolvedin accidents.

Mr Geoffrey Finsberg No.



M.C.G. ~TS 1982

St Cuthberts
Poachers Cave (N.Wales)
Swildons 9
OFD/Daxi-’yt--Ogof (S;~ales)
Lamb Leer
Giants Hole (Derby)
Douber Gill Passage, ~Yorks)
Rhino Rift (SRT)
Agen Allwedd (S.Wales)
Eastwater - Primrose Pot

COTTAGE BOOK~TGS

29 Dave Gibson

FEBRUARY
5 MEMBERS WEEKEND

12 Dave d. ~iaon Haling Coflege
19 MEIv~ERS WEEKEND
26 Toiw Sriell ICIng Edwards School.

MARCH

Leader

G.Smith
A.Spain
B Pittman
J.Roberts
D.Samuel
D.Walsh
G. Barton
A. J.Knibbs

5 MEMBERS WEEKEND COTTAGE WORK WEEKEND
12 Dave Higinson Haling College
19
26 A. G.M~ AND DINNER

4 MEMBERS WEEKEND

NOTE

J • Mirian
P.Ingold
I. MoiCechnie

Martint s Barrel

On 5th March Work ee~cendthree jobs inpartioular will be tackled0
The floor tiles in the bedrooms, sec Ph11.Ingold. Tiling the fire surround see
Don Vosper, and the tree stump in thp car park is to be removed see Bryan Pittman

1982 MENDW CAVThG~ GROUP ANNUAL DThNER
27 MARCH AT THE STAR HOTEL WELLS. 8 P.M.

TO A.J. KNIBBS
23 WThER~ GLEBE
~YFL~T
SURREY

TICKET APPLICATION

PLEASE SUPPLY ____ TIC~TS @ £6 EACH FOR WHICH
I ENCLOSE CHEQUE7POST~i ORDER FOR £____

SIGNATURE

&‘tcaster/Pippikin (Yozks.)

D~~TE

20 Feb
27 Mar
17 Apr
15 May
26 Jun
17 Jul
14 Aug
18 Sep
16 Oct
20 Nov
18 Dec

~OTTACE ‘P~≥TY ~ND”ViJRKmG ~VEEND

ADDRESS



SECR.ETA1tY

TREASURER
CO OPTED

NENDW CAVING.

TONt’:KNThES’

TEL

ARTHUR SPAIN

T :.(aa).
(wom)

GROUP dowa~1~ - . ‘•‘

23 Winern G]Sbe
Byfleet, uey:
Byfleèt 43875 )‘.-

01.546.7741. Ex 377

57’ ‘Gii ].dford Roà&) *
Broadbridge Heath)
Horsham,” Susse±. ..

Horshàui 64068. ,- .

Ci~tvle~ 5~2251’ ~x 60

EDITOR TAN

:*,TEL (HoMe)

GUEST BOOKINGS;7

THURSDAY NEETINGS

3 Keward, Glastonbury Road,
Wells, Somerset.
Wells,72O81Ex 273

31 Spring Lane,
Hemel He±~st&Sd~ Me±’ta.-’
0442.42029,’

17 Kent ‘A’~Oñue,
West Ealiiig~ Londo’n~Wi.3 8BE~
01.997.2916.
01.278.3825

. 36 Hax~br..1’.y,
Ekhath;’~ Surrey.
Egham 37540

N.G.R. ST/5147.5605

To be made with ~he Cottage Warden

THE FOX & HOUNDS ~~-e MAWSÔN ARMS
CHISWICK LANE souTH; .LON~ON~4 7.4.
FROM 8.30pJ1. ...

16 Nield Road,,
Hayes, Middlesex
01.848.3340.

~ThIET SECRETARY

COTTAGE WARDEN

TAGIUSE MRSTER

REC ORDER

GREG SMITH

TEL (HONE)

WAYNE HISCOX

TEL (wonIc)

PHIL INGOLD

TEL (HONE)

‘JONATHAN RO~Efl”

TEL (Hoks)
(WORK)

• CAVflG ACCOMMODATION - - I ND]? CAVING GROUP
- . -‘ .c• • •~ , F.F:. tEDRACH’ COTTAO~’ : . -

‘CHARTERHOU~ ON ~NDW
-‘H -;

BRISTOL BSI 8 Exw
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