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1982 A.G.M, AND DINNER

The A.G.le. is to be held at the cettage on Saturday afternocen 27th March
follewed by the Annual Dinner at 8p.m. at the Star Hotel, Wells. -Tickets will be
£6 each Pfrem Teny Knibbs. There is an application form attached to this newsletter
Members are advised %o book early as numbers are limited. The usual ccach from the
cettage to the Star will be arranged, leaving the cottage at 7p.m. and returning
from the Star at midnight,. for which there will be an extra charge. Alternative
sleeping accomodation will be arranged for those Members who habltually niss the
return-coach. :

Nemingtiens for O0ffice and proposals to change the Ccnstltutlon and
Rules, must reach the Seeretary by March 6th, - - : .

SUBSCRIPTIONS INCREASE 1982 - RESUIﬂ1 OF POSTAL BALLOT

A deluge of replles has been recelved from ﬂembers who were invited to
send in their views on the proposed increase in Subseriptians for 1982; there
were five in favour and ene against. It therefore is obvious: “that a clear majority
suppsrts the proposal.

The Hens Treasurer loocks forward te recaiving £10 from Full Members and
Probationary Members, and £5 each for Associate Members, Members under 18 years
of age, and Hembers Spouses.

CLUB EXPEDITION,

Tony Knibbs is currently 1nvestlgat1ng p051b111t1es caving in the Pyrenees
with a local French club, in August or September. Anyone w1th any preferentes for
caves ar dates should speak to Tony. - :

NEWSLETTER BACKNUMBERS

Those of you may have lost backnumbers of the Club Newsletter may be able
to replace them soon. The Editor and the Librarian are looking into the possibility
of obtaining reprints which would be available at the current photocopylng rates.
The Editor still has coples instock of most Newsletters printed. in the last two
years, which are available free of charge to Hembers.

CLUB JOURNAL

As reported previously articles are now being prepsred for M.C.G. Journal
Number 7. It is hoped that it will be going to print later this summer. Could those
of you preparing articles for publication in the Journal please contact me as I
hope to start work on it from April onwards,

We still have a limited number of M. C G. Journal No.b. available for sale
comtact Tony Knibbs.
Bryan Plttman




NEW MEMBERS

We are pleased to welcome the following as Probationary Members o the
MeCulo

Adrian J Duckett, 130 St Stephens Road, Hounslow, Middlesex.

Roy A Kempstone, 13 Florence Road, College Towm, Camberley, Surrey.
Phil Eliot, Belle View, Chiswick ¥Mall,Londom W.l.

Paul Merron, 41 Preston Road, Upper Norwood, London, 5.E.19.

DOWN WITH MERT PROGRLM’ES.

Gerlatrlc'ﬂreg,'when am T down in the. programme to do the Thrnae Lane and Aggy
Aggy trips which T promised %o 1ead9'.

Greg = . 'I don't know off hand, but someone else is leadlng &ggy now, l've got
- you down to lead Dowbergill Passage instead'. : .

Geriatric (ashen faced) 'Chrlst I've never even been there; and I'm not flt
enough (meanlng too old)"

Greg | (Smlllng) ‘Oh don't worry, I'll be there as well's

Speechless, Geriatric shuffles unsteadily to the bar to buy another
pint with which to drink to the downfall of all well - meaning Meet Secretaries

OUTSTANDING COTTAGE WORK

Lounge Fit tiles round Fireplace
- Discard unwanted carpets, and Apply a coat of sealer to floor
(when car park completed)
Stair Cupboard
Finish lagging pipes
Paint walls when dried out
Chanzing Roonm
Add final coat of paint {eggshell) to walls
, and all. plpe work and basin brackets.
Shower Room

Add flnal caat of gloss palnt to ceiling (at start of a weekend when dry

Lobby
Paint walls (eggshell)
Construct Rescue Cupboard beneath Charger Wbrktop
. Install charger (new one by D.Vosper)
Bedroonms

Flt ant1~r011 boards to top hanks
Lay lino tiles-
Roof Space T
Paint loft trap (gloss)
Fit access ladder

Library

- Move. books into library-from bedroon

External
_Flnlsh levelllng car park and spread scalplngs
Erect boundary fencing o
Construet Soakaway

General

Install additional heating
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BRIAN TERRY'S CAVING CROSSWORD NO,2

Brian will buy the first Member to send him a correctly completed
erosaword, Three Pints of Beer! The First Crossword Puzzle competition was won
by John Pudduck xho finished it as soon as he got home from the Mawson Arma.

In fast Brian recelved it before he got his omn copy of- the December Newsletter!

ACRO3S : : .

+-1-"A cave and valley on Mendip oomposed of lengthy timber (8)
5 A Measure of Volume to employ blame 6)

— 8 Ea.f}'l& 'oﬁe’ gives rise to limestone series in Yorkshire 8)

9 S{peieologist heading north for this place perhaps? 6)
12 King of Phoenicia, the father of Buropa. 6)
J& Thres-headed canine residing in 5t Guthberts Swallet 8)
1% Quality Bequired to bottom this Northern Pot? 12}
17 Emergent atom forms a pothele in Ribblesdale 12)
22 Giving up or giving in 8)
23 Colonize & plase on the A65 6)
25 Light source in Lancashire 6)
26 Simple aiream forms deep cave in Chapel — Le ~ Dale 8)
~27  Seasonal Grotto in Ease (i1l 6)

}B’ Ted, ']fn./ige'n with confusion produces Northern Caving Area (8)
DOWN

-7 Strenucus ¢limbing technigue that sounds easy (3-4)
2 Brratic area near the allotment (6)

/51 Mendip village sounding appropriate for the bigamist 7)
" Birds from slow mix~up 4)
6 Cave Feature found in some firearms 7)
7 Preelsely aceurate in direction (8)
10 Made a home in Pine Trea (6)
14 What Deuterium is, compared to water 7)
AdrConnection of gas to underground supply will amaze 7)
-6 Cained consent from contents of meagre sdition €)
17 Festival equipment used by those wavers with high aims 7)
18 Termination of chess tournament perhaps? 3-4)
19 Pinnacle of achievement for some, but not for cavers! 7)
./E.Q?’Infamous Hun 6)
21 Dreadful moor in Morthern England i)
24 Northampton Flowar &)

ANSWERS CAVING GROSSWORD NO.1.

ACROSS 1 CHAPEL LE DALE, 8 FUMIGATES. 10 SABLE 11 EMEND. 12 MINARET. 13 CUP OF TEA.
15 SCOSKA. 18 PITONS 19 FULLSTOP, 21 LIMESTONE, 23 TAPER. 24 SCREE
25 SEVERANCE. 26 AVEN, 27 ACONITR.

DOWN 2 HAWMMERPOT. 3 PAGED. i LITTERED, 5 ARSENICAL. 6 EBBOR. 7 WESTHARPRREE.

§ FRENCH POLISH. 9 SUMP, 14 FINISTERE, 16 SIT ON IT. 17 QUEEN VIC.
20 LOOSE. 22 MORIA. 23 TURIN,



(Y Yol CAVING SHOP

"FOR ALL CAVING BOARDSAILING
AND MOUNTAINEERING NEEDS

SPECIAL LOW PRICES TO MEMBERS

WARMWEAR

HOLOFIBRE DUVET JACKETS FROM
DOWN DUVET JACKETS "
HOLOF TBRE SLEEPING BAGS Y
DOWN SLEEPING BAGS "

THEBRMAL PILE SLEEPING BAC LINERS "
WETSUTITS

SPECTAL PRICE 2-PIECE 4MM DOUBLE LINED WITH

EXTRA ZIPS ON ANKLES AND WRISTS (LADIES SIZES ONLY)

SINGLE LINED 4MM JACKETS
SINGLE LINED 4MM LONG-JQHNS
SINGLE LINED 4MM TROUSERS

SINGLE LINED 'ECONOMY' JACEETS
SINGLE LINED 'ECONOMY' TROUSERS

SINGLE LINED 6MM JACKETS
SINGLE LINED 6MM LONGJOHNS

TO OFF SHORE NORTH SEA STANDARDS
DOUBLE LINED 6-7MM JACKETS
DOUBLE LINED 6-7MM LONGJOHNS

LMM SINGLE LINED SOQCKS
6MM SINGLE LINED SOCKS
6MM DOUBLE LINED SOCKS

BOOKS

GEOLOGY OF THE PEAK DISTRICT

BRITISH CAVES AND POTHOLES. BY DEARKIN

CAVING AND POTHOLING. BY JUDSON

CARLSBAD CAVES AND A CAMERA

SPELEOLOGY, THE STUDY OF CAVES

CAVING MANUAL, LOVELOCK

THE DARKNESS BECKONS., M,FARR

- DOWN TO A SUNLESS SEA. BOON

NORTHERN CAVES VOL, I  WHARFEDALE & NIDDERDALE
VOL IIT INGLEBOROUGH NEW EDITION
VOL V  THE NORTHERN DALES

ODD VOLUMES OF CAXTONS ENCYCLOPAEDIAS
CHILDRENS ENCYCLOPAEDIAS

249 FELTHAM HILL ROAD, ASHFORD,MIDDLESEX.
31 SPRING LANE, HEMEL HEMPSTEAD, HERTS,

JAN 1982
£31 - 50
£47 - 50
£27 - 00
£62 - 00
£16 - 00
£33 - 00
£2l - 50
£30 - 50
£20 - 00
£22 - 50
£15 - 00
£31 - 50
£38 - 00
£40 - 00
£49 ~ 00
£5 - 00
£6 - 10
£7 - 50
£2-00
£4 -9
£1-~-9
£5 - 25
£2 -9
£ 7 - 95
£10 - 50
£8 -5
£2 -50
£3 -25
£2-50

60

60

TEL. ASHFORD (69)52643

TEL.

0442 42029



G;B. CAVE
The 'flxed' ladder tc Ooze Passage from The Gorge has elther been taken-

down or has fallen down. Adgess: to Tadder Dlg Bxtention s now; dlfflcult due to

a number of fadtors. The second rawlbolt is hot safe. The eye has been opened out: -

g0 that it resembles a questlon mark", reduslng its strength. The eye is also

very. thin where it ‘takes the krab, and-the bolt: itgelf-is loose, THIS RAWLBOLT

SHOULD -NOT ‘BE TRUSTED.. The .chain- whlch facilitated the climb over. the lip to.

Ladder Dig is-at least.6". shorter than it used to be (due to rusting?). To

reach the final bolt it-is neécessary to lesp a rope over it or use.part .of the

0ld fixed . ladder -to reach above. It is probably safer te take: your .own belts

(It's cértainly quicker and-easier.) There is a risk that further use of the secend

_rawlbolt w1ll lead to 1ts failuie  and poss1bly an a001denta - U

: A six: foot hlgh barbedw1re fence was’ erected around the 1968 'Great -
_ Depresslon at the béginning -of December, for safety and to discourage access via
" “the depression. There has been general "abuse of &.B. Cave in recent months; and
U.B. 8.9, and Bristol-Waterworks. are conoerned asbout the disregard for the cave
and access procedures, Members are reminded that guests must have valid permits
to enter this cave, Temporary €.8.C.C. Permits dgre available in’ the *lectern' in
the cottage. Always: lock the cave after enterlng and after leav1ng, to prevent
unauthorlsed Useas. i : _ :
: “ ‘_‘Martln Rowe

| UBLEY H’IﬁL PO - ’PRdGREss REPORT

; The slumped meterlal over the entrance has. been remeved, and the entrance
shaft measured -for a concrete pipe. This pipe will be' fitted in.the very near future
having been delayed by:the recent heavy snow falls. Please note that the farmer .
weuld prefer peeple not te enter the cave until the werk ls completed. (So if you
want to go down, you have 4o help with the workl)

On a recent visit, Martin Rowe was almost irretrievably fixed in Ubley
Hill Potd having tried for half an hour 4o get through-the squeeze:below the
entrancé pitch. There is no truth in the runocur that Tan and Co. were about to
_‘conerste. Martln in to provlde -8 Solld support for the entrahce plpe.

Martln Rowe >
AGEN ALL*-‘JEDﬁ f

. The experlmental system of lspuing keys vie wardens. on the spot was
ebandond due:to the demands on people's time and travel costs. On-more -than one
occasion.the key warden was the only. visiton to the area on a particular weekend..
For the present the postal system is being used. Next October applications from
¢lubs who have visited the cave at least fou ' times in the year are -to be.invited
‘th purchase keys on a permanent basis and to eriew thelr entitlement annually.
. Carbide-is now banned.even as a form of secondary lighting, This -appears to be
the only way to control the dumping of:carblde in the cave. This is to be a
condltlon of access..in future. i o ‘ . oo :

;PAUL ESSER MEHORIAL LEGTURE 1982

‘ _ The Paul Esser Memorial. Lecture 1982 will be given by Jullan Grlfflths

- on "Expeditionary Gav1ng". It will take place at 8. 15pm in the usualk place, the
large Physics Lecture Theatre in Tyndall Avenue, Bristol University, on Wed 172482,
Admission is free, but those of mou who live some distance away, and would like

to reserve seats, should write to Dr. 0.C. Lloyd, Wlthey House, Withey Close West,
Bristol. BS9 33X,



WARNING THE POSSIBILITY OF KARABIMER FATLURE AT LOW LOADS

A recent report made to the BMC Technical Committee by D. Hutohinson
(U s I.5.T. ) shows how somg karablners can bé cons;derably weakee,along the
major axis in ceértain 31tuatlons, than the quoted load carrylng eapaclty Whlch
1s foten stamped on! them.u : ST L ) - A

J"-' . .""‘

A karablner Wlth the keeper open oan be consldered ag aﬂs1mp1e 'hook‘
ahd is muoh weaker! along its wajor axis -in th;s ‘conditions The. Uyl shehia (which
amongst otherd” thlngs sets: standards For’ mountalneerlng equlpment) require. that a
karabiner be-able to w1thstand 900 kllogrammes foroe‘(approxlmately Ny ton) :
with thé keeper’ Jopeiy” This™ requlrement has led to’ many\D .=-8haped- models, as;’ 4;;-
“opposed to the- generally weaker “oval shape, Precautlons are:usudlly: taken to ! A
ghard apgainat the keeper belng .opén, - by employlng a.screwed, sleeve. o securs; ... -
the gate, and by placing karsbiners so that the gate i3 not forced open by

éontact: w1th‘$he'roek The poss1b111ty of the keeper being: open whilst: the krab
is: under 1oad cah eas1ly occur. through v1bratlon. If 2 krab is: 'slammed' ‘against .
a rock as 1% starts to support 8 falllng ollmber, the spine comes - to. & rapid halt . -
and the momentUm oarrles thelgate forward overcomlne spring re31stanoe.~Thus the.
krab is effectlvely a 'hook’ as 1t reoelvss a’ load perhsps greater than 1t can -
hold 1n thls fpnm.ﬂ" : o e Ly i

.4, e F D ?j

e effeot can ea511y be demonstrated by wrspplng a layer of 1nsu1at1ngA .
tape or some such around the spine of the krab, and then striking the spine of
the kradb sharply against your thigh. The tape will be marked by the gate strlklng
againgt the spine of the krab. ST TR . R A A

R T Where any karablner is--used in-a 51tuat10n where it may.be shosck loaded
and 1mpaoted asa result, it would- be . advlsablerto use a screWgate type:. kerabmner&wh
W1th the screw done up, espeolally 1f the krab 13 of an oval deslgn._;.=:1rﬁ 7. 5

: : - “ired
..' -'1'3':-.‘. Wl el “.TZ'"‘-‘"-' T

N C A. Equlpment Commlttee

i

QUESTIO“’S IN THE HOUSE ="'.-.’_"’; :T"..':

On 18 1,82 Mr Anthur Eew1s, M.P. for Newham'North West .asked the how
Secretary of Statt far Soéial Serv1ces Mr Geoffrey Flnsberg what cost was 1ncurred
by his Department in réscuing. the potholers in Yorkshire on Sunday 3 January;
and whether action has been or is . to be taken to claim these costs from the
persons conserned. e

Mr Geoffrey Finsberg: No costs were incurred dlrectly'by ‘the, Department. Informatlon
on costs 1noUrred in. “the Natlonal Health Serviece is not held .centrally: the-

hon. Member may ¢are to contact Yorkshlre reglonal ‘health authorlty and North
Yorkshire. aréd” health' authorlty. ‘There. aré no powers to enable such oosts “to be '3n'
reeovered from the patlents ooncerned : ) ; SRIREERERE LA

Mr nrthur LeW1s askea the Seoretary of State for Soclal Servmces 1f he w111
introduce méasires to ensure “that the costs of hospltal treatment and care glven
to potholers and others who take deliberate risks out31de thelr noimil, ooeupatlons
and who oonsequently cause additional costs to be bomme by publlo funds in cases
where injury occurs, may be reclaimed from the 1nsuranoe -companies*of -those petsors -
in a similar manner to the way in which _repayment..is made to the health servlce \
by the 1nsuranoe oompanles of motorlsts 1nvolved in accadents.;;.h'?~q

B . . e

- Mr. Geoffrey Flnsberg No.

R S
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M.C.G, MEETS 1982

HATE VENUE

20 Feb  Emcaster/Pippikin (Yorks,)
27 Mar 8t Cuthberts - . ... 1.
17 Apr  Poachers Cave (N.Wales)
15 May Swildons § - - e
26 Jun OFD/Dax=yr-Ogof (S.Wales)
17 Jul Lamb Leer. -. .. .- .

14 Aug Giants Hole (Derby) . - -
18 Sep Douber Gill Passage (Yorks)
16 Oct .- Rhino Rift (SRT) . ‘
20 Nov  Agen LAllwedd (S.Wales).

18 Dec Eastwater - Primrose Pot

COTTAGE BOOKINGS

JANUARY
29 Dave Gibson

FEBRUARY :

5 MEMBERS WEEKEND .

12 Dave ! d :inton Ealing College -
19 MENBERS WEEKEND » ‘
26 Tony Srell King Bdwards School .

MARCH '
5 MEMBERS WEEKEND )
12 Dave Higinson Ealing College
19 o o
26 A,G.M. AND DINNER

JUNE- L :
4 MEMBERS WEEKEND

Leader ‘

G, Smith
. Spain
B.Pittman
J.Roberts
DySamuel
D, Walsh
G,Barton
A.J.Knibbs
J.Mirdac
P.Ingold
I. MeKechnie

. COTTAGE WORK WEEKEND Martin's Barrel

, . COTTAGE PARTY iNDFORKING WEEKEND

NOTE

On 5th March WbrkgWéékend‘three Jobs inparticular will be tackled.
The floor tiles in the bedrooms,suc Phil-Ingold. Tiling the fire surround see
Don Vosper, and the tree stump in the car park is to be removed see Bryan Pittman

— — e e e

1982 MENDIP CAVING GROUP ANNUAI, DINNER
27 ¥ARCH AT THE STAR HOTEL WELLS, 8 P.M.
TO - A.J. KVIBBRS -

23 WINERN GLERE

BYFLE®T

SURREY

PLEASE SUPPLY
T ENCLOSE CHEQUE/POSTLL ORDER FOR £

SIGNATUR®

ADDRESS

e e e e e e e . e e e A e e e e e

TICKET APPLIGATION -

TICKRTS @ £6 EACH FOR WHICH




SECRETARY

TREASURER
G0 JOPTED

MEET SECRETARY

COTTAGE WARDEN

TACKLEMASTER

REGORDER

EDITOR

WENDIP GAVING GROUP COMMITTEE

TONY KNIBBS

TEL g 'o“m)
WORK)

ARTHUR,, SPAIN

TEL' (HOME )" -
- {WORK)

GREG SMITH
TEL (HOME)
WAYNE HISCOX
TEL (WORK)
PHIL INGOLD

TEL (HOME)

'JONALTHAN ROBERTS

imp (HOIE)

(70RK)

., BRYAN PITTHAN _

ta. .

TEL {HOME)

CAVING AGCOMKODAZTON . . .

GUEST_BOOKINGS:f

THURSDAY MEETINGS

23 Winern Glebe ?E:"' Lol
Byfleety Surrey - R ke
Byfledt 43875 - “.t. it T
01,546, T . Exf3?7 SO

57 Giildford Rosdy (.-
Broadbridge Heath, -

Horsham," Sussex..f*“?"“
Horsham 64068 <: - ' 7. :
Cramley 5@225_-{‘:1‘5;;' 60"

16 Nield Road,
Hayes, #iddlesex
01,.848. 3340,

3 Keward, Glastonbury Road
Wells, Somerset o oL E
Wells, 72081 Ex 273 TER

31 Spring. Lane,- B
Hemel Hempstead Herts.
O442,42029

f17 Kent'Avénie, E
- West Baling, London, V13 SBE

01.997.2916 - Y
01.278,3825 SR T

T.36 Morior 2Ry, o )
"Egham,” Surreyu R S
-Egham 37540

MENDIP CAVING GROUP

. 'iNORDRACH COTTACE -

CHARTERHOUSE 0N M‘E}NDIP
 BEAGDON, ™

. BRISTOL Bs18' 6}("«1 ‘

N G R ST/511,.7 5605

< To' be- made w1th the Gattage ﬂarden

THE FOX & HOUNDS AND MAWSON ARMS
CHISWICK LANE SGUTH LONDON' Wl
FROM 8.30P, M. : “



CEXA






