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BISHOP COMES TO TEA ...

- The Bishop of Bath and Wells, the Right Reverend John Monier Bickersteth,

- paid a surprise visit to Nordrach Cottage on Sunday morning, 1lth February.
. He arrived, in working regalia, at about 11.40. Members who had been
. toiling through a pleasantly warm morning, spreading car park chippings,
i and that weekend's guests from Ealing Technical College, were greeted

- cheerily by the cry: "Hello, I'm the ‘bishop”. _ :

Introductions over, he explained the motive for his visit - curiosity.
Having seen a building gradually grow up on the site over the last few

. years, then one day seeing what he thought was a heap of rubble, and more .
recently seeing the building intact again, he and his wife were begirming

. to wonder whether the rubble had just been imaginary, .-

. The saga. of the cottage was recounted to him, and it was entirely

- appropriate that the cottage architect, Roger Wallington, was on hand to

. explain matters. The Bishop expressed particular interest in the efforts

- of the members to establish a permanent headquarters.: The discussion then
- moved on to caving activities, '

Tea was served, followed by a brief tour of the cottage and the site.
- Members pointed out the location of the cottage in.an Area of Cutstanding
 Natural Beauty (Ken's lorry yard). Finally some photographs were taken by
Ealing Technical College members, for the record, followed by farewells
- all round.

.. BUT MISSES HTS KNTEBS

= The Hon.. Secref‘ary, sad to relate, had gone for a morning constitutional
arcurd Blackdown and Burringtoh Combe, and so missed the Bishop by little
more than half an hour. Could there be a moral in this ¢

T e+ Wl A A, - A Pt . e, Dnlt

(extract from the visitor's book)
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GUEST BOOKINGS:- To be made with the Cottage Warden
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FROM 8.30P,H,



ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

At the A.G.M; of the M.C.G. to be held at the cottage on Saturday afterhoon
of 27th HMarch there will be a discussion of cottage development and use over
the last year and future heating and extension plans. Members are remindedt that
all committee: offices are up for re eléction, but Wayne Hiscox, who has been
Cottage Warden for 13 years no less! and Bryan Pittman who has been Editor for
a mere two years, will not be standlng for re electlon to any commlttee posts
this year. ‘ S :

- You are réminded that Nominations for Office and Propesals to Ghange the
Constitution and Rules of the M.C.G. must reach the’ Secretany by’March 6th
A proposal form is included with thls ﬁeWSletter. o

ANNUAL DINNWR

Booklngs are going very well and 50 tlckets have been sold already. So
hurry up and book if you don't want to miss it, There is & booking form included
with this Newsletter, '

COUNTRY RESTIDENCE

-If you dont -know by now ir Don. Vosper Esquire, Tong standing member of
the ¥.C.G, now has a country r981dence to compllment hls town appartment 1n
.Eallng. The address 1s e - : S

5 Franklin Terrace
Farrington: Gurney -
Bristol

fivon

The Bditor appelogises for the delay in publishing Bon's new address,
GONE UP THE VALLEYS =
Bob Varley w111 be staylng at
534 Robert Street
Ynysyybwl
. HNr, Pontypridd
_Mid Glamorgan

South Wales.'

for the next year while he is on a course, but now. expects to be cavang Mmore . |
regularly. - o '

EQUIPMENT FOR GERIATRIC CAVERS
(See last edition)

"You are going to Inglesport.arn't you?"
"I'm glad, you can get me some slip on knee pads and don't forget the -elbows™,

NEW LADDER

Gould Phil have Members comments onthe new ladder, the one with the small
et links, as soon as possible. He wants to proceed w1th a large purchase of
this type if it is prooving satisfactory in use. -



FOREIGN NBWS

_ . ' Sparing no expense, the M.Cs G 's very own rov1ng regorter has just returned
"from hls flrst a831gnment at Dublln Unlver31ty.— o T :

, =,4 Hello, all you av1d readers - fantastle news. As. you w111 have notloed
. By now,’ ‘the;ckub- newsletter is sportlng a qrossword—puzzle oemplled by that.
'fpseudo-lntellectual twat’ Bryan Terry.‘”ell, all that crap. about anagrams,
pseudonyms, antonyms and - synonyms is now obsolete, .

The Irish with their firm-grasp. of the English- language. {more a. stangle-
“hold: really), coupled with their inereasing search to make things simple,:have
come up’with the ultimate in crosswords., It truly reflects the devious Irish.
mind -~ its totally blank, That's right, no black squares at all, and for your
edification, here it is on the page opposite,

Well you '11 be hearlng from me agaln with more startllng revelatlons in
your next 1ssue. :

‘Bifan Tfyer‘i‘

VOTING FEVER e

-No, not the election .. ' the Grampman Speleological Group may well be
contesting: hérth of the, Border (would you vote for Gramps.or.the Allisnqe?),.
but ‘oli¥ owh-home & grown hustings on 27th’ March at the Annual General Meeting,
It's not worth us hiring our own psephologist or Gellup survey as no mne yet
knows the full 1ist of candidates, but those who . prefer entrails or seaweed may

Pind some interest in the accompanying: chart of past.and present office holders
prepared by Jon Roberts.

CROSSWORD NO.: 2

The response has been marvellous, several replies bad~ oné answer wnbdg only
and one had three wrong, but no one has got all the answers correct yet. Better
luck with crosaword number 3.

MALCOLM ~ 'A THEORY'. CoT R

REDUNDANCY SYSTEH This will rely on at least four members of the group being
unemployed due to a slump. The members should be offered free lodging at the
cottage and a colleotion made from the still earming. The amount being up to
5/- per week, The cash would pay for food and beer (not too much beerl) and .
materials for cottage improvements. Dipgging should also be done at Coopers._i'
Tith dole this would retain them at the standards they deserve. :

From M:C.G, Newsletter No.5 (New Series) November 1961 .

CONGRATULATTONS

e 1 - . — 'k Lot . . . s s : .,, . ‘ By ... . e
¢ n rotuletions e Fdhr andzﬂeienﬁnﬁ'th61ra£mnthcwming'mivhrag@zlneﬁ‘l'{ﬁ'-ﬁ
' -‘;axtl ._.--' . ..' - T . - ."; [ 7 T = ' o (P 'A-A' : ' :

RESCUE PRACTICE

June B/6 is being considered-as a. date for a rescue practloe. The objent.
of this practice will be to rescue someone ‘with a suspected broken femur from
the bottom of €.B. Substantial. support will be required, -



CROSSWORD NO.3

AGROSS I 3 ¢
1 The study of some cave fossils could lead oponly te a goal 13} ’ )
9 Stetching things when encountering these climbing problems! 9) r
11 Just the place for me in Somerset! 5) |
12 Inundate 5) b 10 W
13 Wall inset provides a southern sink 7)
14 The remains of this creature could be found persuing 1 soress 8; : S
46 4 bird heading right becomes an accurate fellew 6
A9 Insect in the fereign motor industry? 6)
20 Cave near White Scars -~ enter with risk! 8) H v
22 Dissension between Pachyderms en Mendip Bely) A
2 Method of locomotien much faveoured by Hemsler 5)
25 Swigged ale at the end of the Pennine Way 5)
,26’ e a’ingle bid, without and eld penny, used zs a methed of ™ |5 (1]
tackling a pitch Es) :
27 Dedigning to study geing down a pitch 13} -
DOWN -
2 Spend time alone making a cave formation (9} Y
3 Description of a 1little chap hiding in the garden 5)
4 Dutch Navigator 6) ai
5 Someone te depend en -5}
6 Large number af'ter a key become.a spirited person 5} ) Akt
7 Beg for free rug beneath some foreign mountains 13}
8 The sience of the evelutien of landscape 13)
10 Inventor of the hut, perhaps 6}
5 Resurgence near Wells, sounding like a drab garment 7)
17 Want of the comforts of life 9)
18 Girl in the vessel glides abeut 6) -~
21 Desoriptive of giants, or & ceckney's ocomment about Primrese Path
and Bang Squeeze 6)
23 Final and perfect stage of insect after all metamorpheses 5) £33
jl(ﬁ hundred starting a dire mix-up, wept 5)
First member to send Brian Terry a correstly cempleted cresswerd will be
bought three pints of beer!
Address 54 Brunswick Crescent, New Southgate, Lenden, N11 1EB
ANSWERS CAVING CROSSWORD NQ.2 '
ACROSS IRISH CROSSWORD ACROSS .
1.Lengwood 5 Accuse 8Yoredale. 9 Cavern. 12 Agenor. 13 Cerberus. ! i 3 i 3 1 Te hit with a clos?d fist
15 Perseverence, 17 Magnetometer., 22 Yielding., 23 Settle. 25 (0ldham, - 6 A fruity, spicy drink
26 Keregill, 27 Easter. 28 Dentdale. 7 A Suffelk draught horae
b 8§ Judy's partner
DOWN @ To perforate tickets
1 Lay-back., 2 Nerber, 3 ¥edmore. ! Owls, 6 Chamber, 7 Unerring, 10 Rested,
11 Heavier. 14 Astound. 6 Agreed.17 Maypole. 18 End-Game. 19 Everest. i DOWN
20 Attila, 21 Fell. 24 Nene, ‘ 1 Vegetables
o 2 Te employ
: |4 3 Farmyard peultry
4 Repetative Spaniard
5 0ften Dropped by Cockneys
9
Lrogouerdxs JT25 C ¥ € ¢ L NMOC
yound 6 g £ 9 | SSOUIY
SHINSNY
T [ L]
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LEAD CONDENSATION FLUES BY THE QRIGINAL M.C.G.

flues got
the blues

ANYONE who lives in and around Mendip or who has
a love for this beautiful area is invited to contribute to
the Mendip Heritage Fund established by the Mendip
Society to collect donations and distribute them in
connection with the conservation of aspects of our
heritage within the Mendip area and its environs.

The first project to benelit
will be the Charterhouse Flue
Restoration Project,

One such remnant 15 a
dilapidaied set of 1%th cenury
stone  flues, hidden in an
obscure corner of Mendip. Yer

thesc fues are 2 symbol
representing 2000 years of
history.

They are part of the lives of
our ancestors and they had an
imporiant role 10 play in the
final phase of an iadustry
which helped to change the face
of England; an industry which
participated in a unigue and
fascinating  code of law,
ranking alongside that of the
morte famous Srannery Law of
the Cornish tin mines.

An acho of this industry was
brought into our modecn lives
with the cadmium scare in
Shipham.

While 1here are other
remnants  of+ the mining
indusiry on Mendip, it is 10
Charterhouse that we must
look for the earliest
developments and origins.

The Roman histerian Tacitus
suggested that one of the main
reasons for the invasion of
Britain which took place during
the reign of Clavdius, and
endured for as long as the
British Empire, was i1s mineral
wealth.

““Numérous *'pigi™ ol temn’

have been  found  bearing
inseriptions from this period,
the carliest dated AD 49, .a
mere six years afierthe arrival
of the Roman troops.

Lead was almost ceranly
mined on Mendip before the
Remans arrived as is shown by
analysis of lcad in the lron Age
net sinkers in the Glastonbury
lake villages. .

Tt is unlikely that mining
ceased on Mendip after the
departure of the Romans, but
no further proof exists until the
121h cenrury. From then wniil
the end of the 19%th century
activity Muctuaied badt  sas
conrinuqus,

During the 16th century, or
earlier, the area became divided
inte  four Libertics, cach
belonging to a Lord Royal,
wha conducted his own court,
subject 1o a code of law which
grew up based on that of other
lead mining areas,

EXTENSIVE

These Liberties were: West,
with a minery at Charterhouse;
Harpiree, with a minery at
Smitham Hill (above East
Harptree); St. Cuthbert's, with
a minery at Priddy (the Liberty
of the Bishop of Bath and
Wells) and Chewion, with 2
minery at Chewion {the Liberiy
of the Waldegrave family),

This whole area was
probably more extensive than
the ariginal area known t¢ the
Romans, although it is possible
that they also mined 2t Priddy.

Many Cornishmen chaneed
their luck on Mendip, bringing
expertise from the tin mines

and the ability te extract
further lead from slag which
had aften been worked more
than ¢nce before.

Cne of the major problems
they encountered was the fact
thas the smelting process they
used required a forced draught
which  caused a large
proportion of 1the metal 1o be
volatilised, so that it passes of [
inthe form of avapour,

SORRY

Most of the lead, would of
course be lost if something
were not done Lo prevent this,
So long horizontal flues were

A closer look al the
“buill along the surface of the

COTTAGE TO BE RENOQVATED

ground through which the
smoke had 10 pass, depositing
much of the lead on the walls
and ¢ciling as it did so. This
would then be scraped off and
resmielied,

In his classic work on The
Mines of Mendip, 1. W. Gough
stated that 1he ruins of these
Nues, *'ofien in rows, side by
side. are still conspicuous on
the hitls.”

Unfortunately this is no
longer true and the flues at
Charierhouse which do remain
arein a sarry state of repaic.

These Mues arc a part of our
national ‘theritage. It s
important to preserve them.
They represent far more than
their 100 years or so of life
wobld at first suggest.

They are one of the few .

memorials 1o this long and

Charterhouse Nues.

exciting  histery which has
influenced the lives of all who
can irace their ancestry back
through Mendip's past.

In recognition of this fact the
Mendip Society is asking for
contributions  towards  the
repair of the fues. Already
they . have been promised a
substantial contribution. from
the  Depariment  of (he
Environment and have the full
and enthusiastic support of
Somerset County Council.

Anyone who would ke to
contribute to this work should
send donations to:

Joha G. Page, The Mendip
Heritage  Fund, Arlingion
House, The Barrows, Cheddar,
Somerser.  Tel. Cheddar

742992,

Reprinted from the fells Journal with kind permission of the Mid Somerset
Series of Newspapera.



COTTAGE BOOKINGS

FEBRUARY
26 Tony Snell King Edwards School

MARCH

5 MEMBERS WEEKEND (COTTAGE WORK WEEKEND)
12 Dave Higinmon Baling Gollege

19 Dave Gibson

26 4.G.M, ANB DINNER

JUNE ; ‘
), HMEMBERS WETKEND. COTTAGE PARTY + COTTAGE YORK WETK END +(PRACTICE RESCUE?)
MEMBERSHIP CARDS
These are now belno issued to paid up members by Arthur Spain..Those wishing
to participate in any of the trips should make their arrangements through the
published Meet Leader.
DOVBER GILL PASSAGE

"T would like you to know it was intentional" said Greg to Tony in explan
ation of Tony's selection as Leader for Dowber Gill Passage

%.C.G, MEETS PROGRAMME 1982 LEADER BASE

27 MAR STCUTHBERTS A. Spain

17 APR POACHERS CAVE B, Pittmen N.W.C.C,
15 MAY SWILDONS 9 J. Roberts

26 JUN OFT)/DAN-MR-OGOF D. Samuel S.7.C.C.
17 JUL LAMB LEER D. Walsh :

1} AUG GIANTS HOIE G. Barton Orpheus
18 SEP DOUBER GILL PASSAGE A. Knibbs N.P.G.
16 OCT RHINO RTFT (SRT) J. Mirdem

20 NOV A4GEN ALLWEDD : P. Ingold

18 DEC EASTWATER -~ PRIMROSE POT I. McKechnie

ST CUTHBERTS 27 MARCH

Would members wishing to go down St Cuthberts on 27th March should contact
Arthur Spain as soon as possible as numbers are limited to two parties of six.

NE¥ MEMBERS

We are pleased to welcome the following as Probationary Members of the
M.C. &

Jo " P. W, Birch 47 Chichester Court, Chessington R4, Ewell, Surrey.
Julie Spain "Waitangi' 57 Guildford Road, Broadbridge Heath, Horsham, Sussex,

TRATINING TRIPS DUE

8teve Taylor, Bill Ducklin, Bob Varley, Richard Housegc, David Howe,
Mike Bygrave, Derek Walsh and Paul Merron, all have Training Trips outstanding.
As soon as they are satisfactorily completed they can then be considered for
Full Membership of the M.C.G.



M.C.G

COMMITTEE & OFFICERS

SECRETARY  RECORDER/  TREASURER  TACKLE MEET EDITOR COTTAGE b
LIBRARIAN MASTER SECRETARY WARDEN
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____________ e BrtRurSpAAnl e S P



COTTAGE HEATING REPORT FEBRUARY 1982

This winter has seen two very cold snaps with temperatures down to -20°C.
A compression joint was forced open on the showereunit when the pipes froze
in the shower room, while the coittage was unoccupled. Apart from this there
is 8ti1l condensatiBn in the buildihg.as it has still not fully dried out yetd

The Jetmaster is the sole source of heating at present. Hembers havw -
now got used to it“are using it quide effectively, however it is impossible
to keep it burning over naght ‘

The eleotric immersion heaters have been so successful! that the Boost
element has not had to be used yet! May be it will when we have more active
cavers using the showers.at once. :

" It is plainly obvious we need heabing in the library to protect the books
surveys and records. Wé also need froat protection, therefore decisions have
to be made now on additional heating fir the cottage.

The alternative systems are; 0il, Gas, or Coal fired Central Heating,
Coal and Wood burnipg stowe with Back Boiler heating several radiators and
the hot weter. Storege Heaters using 0ff Peak Elemtricity, and finally, )
replacenent of the Jetmaster grate with an allnight. coal burning box grate,.. .
and electric convector and radiant heaters placed in the library, shower room
and kitchen using standard rate electrieity.

”“Oil'fired*Geﬁﬁral&Béating:whﬁid require an oil storage tank, aﬁbbi1Er;‘ )
which c¢ould beé obtained cheaply second hand, and radiastors, installation of
which .could be in excess of £500 exwluding boiler and storagé tank, Regular:
maintenance would be required but the system could probably bé run continuously
ceven “if cottage is’ undttended) It would therefiore s&tisfy beth heating require
‘ments, however.oil is expensive. - < -7 . vl b g e oL

.. Gas fired Central Heating would incur the same’ installation costs and
problems but would have to usexl.P.G. which is as expensive as electricity
and the boiler would probably have to be an expensive new. one specially designed
. .for L.P.G. It would require less maintenance than an oil fired system. '

~ Goal fired Central Heéating would run more-cheaply:than gas broil but
would not run unattended. ’ T - B '

Lol ]

. : B T 4 . S T
Replacement of the Jetmaster with an enclosed stove-with baeckboiler supliying

sevfrg;ﬁragig#qpq %nwthghlounge,‘librany,agd shower room auti%all as heating the

hot water would be the most suifable systém for our needs while the cottage is

being used. The fuel costs half the price of &léctrisity’ and no mairtehance

would be .reguired.. It would however have to be backed.up with thermostatically

controlled slectric heateérs for:frost protection 2nd damp control whénm the cottage

;s unoccypied.

ALy
PR |

Replacement 'of the present dog graté’ with' Jetiaster Night ‘Watohmen allnight
coal burring Box Grate gosting £80.and possibly, fitting Jetmaster backbul ler

elemgp?_sﬁpplyﬁgg sever@l,radig%@rszaga.;hé~hot:yatér, would be the cheapest

- and pasiest to install, backed up by electric héating for frostias damp protection
El?ezrlc heaters cost between:'£16 and.£40 esch and would requiré extra power

points, : C LT s e

- Finally 0ff Peak (Economy.7)Storage Heaters could bé installed. These would
satisfy all requirements. Installation coests.would:be, about £8C plus £80 for Feicl
new- storage hgaterg. There would beyproblems siting oné, .in thé. changing room
and advise would have to be obtained from S,¥.E.B. If this system were to. bhe’
adopted electricity would be used at approximately 2p per unit off peak, however
gthegpeak.rate1Would;be.approxi@atelyw?p,ﬁﬁhe normal-rate being 5p,

et

< ar
P YA
Taet '4.‘ -
L T e . PRIV B a T



Tt would therefore be expensive to boost the hot water during. the day. The main
problen preventing us using this system at present however is.the cottage
supply cable is tod small and the last estimate some time back for a larger
cable was £800.,

It vwould seem in concluslon therefore our best ‘option would be to. change
the grate to a box grate and to use ordinary electric heating for the changing
room and library as well as for frost and damp protection.'

One final point, the fan in the shower need not be on all the time the
changing room light is on., The shower light could be separated from the changing
room light switeh and a timer added in the circuit to switch the fanion with
the shower light switch and off say ten mlnutes after the shower llght has_,
been switched off,

Bryan Pittman

COTTAGE WOHK EXPERTENCE ~ MARCH 6/7Tﬂ

Join the amateurs fot a really exasperatlng weekend . of futlle act1v1ty
< N0 previous experience necessarys Lend a hand with all those JObS you'd hoped
someone else would- do. Amamement, fathue ana mlnor 1n3ur1es are gqaranteed.

.SNIFF THE GLUE as the dormltory floors suffer an attack of crooked 1lino
tlles. . : o

DAMAGE YOUR BACK by taklng part in the 'Bulld a. Drystone'Wall with Totally
Unsultable Rocks' ‘event, :

- ADD 70 THE CONFUSION as the outSlde area is tragsformed from total chacs
to utter mess. ' ‘ :

RUN FOR COVER when the irresistible force (electrlc adze) meets the imm
ovable object (fhat bloody tree stump) .

FEEL THE TENSION as umpteen plddllng llttle Jobs turn 1nto maqor epics,

_VHEAVE A-SIGH OF RELIEF when it gets too dark to oontinue. ol Job, or you
run out of essentlal materlals, or when the clock strlkes OPENING TIME

In short 1t's a weekend that you and your cons¢ience cannnt afford to
miss. It may be your last chance to shovel chippings in the pourirg rain, or
to permanently scar the cottage with a slip of your sledgehammer. whatever your
Afetlsh we'd be pleased to have the pleasure of your company. ‘

LIBRARY

Jon Roberts nobly alded by Tony Knlbbs ‘has now establlshed the shelv1ng
in the library, and our books and newsletters are in situ. Jon has also varni
shed the library floor. :

, The, next -step will be to catalogue, and note which books and -newsletters
we - lack., To help this process, all members are URGED TC RETURN to Jon, either

via the Thursday evening meeting or via the cottage, all material thex currently
have on lcan, '



PYRENEES VISIT SGENARIO o

- The Pyrenean mountaln chain provides. the natural frontler between.France
and Spain, stretching 250. miles from the.Atlantle "t¢ the Mediterranean. -
Important limestome areas extend oveér a distance of approxlmately 120 mlles,
and the prime mountalns (almost 90 summits over BOOOm) occupy approxlmately
a 70 mile stretoh. ) . . :

Less rugged than ﬁhe Alps; the Pyrenees offer exellant mountaln walklng
opportunltles ard & faip amount of high~grade’ cllmblng. Three atréas - one on
the Frendh side of the frontiér and ¥wo on the Spanlsh ‘side - have been
designated as national’ parks. The Tlora and fauna are broadly alplne in type
with many reglonal varletles, especlally in the flora.

Pyrenean caves come 1n all shapes and sizes from small and grotty to vast
and well décorated. The area contains the deepest cave in’ the world (Goufre
Pierre 8t Martin - 1123m) and at least one over 5C km length (Reseau Trombe)

In addition to the usual downstream. type trip there are several accessible
resurgence caves, notably Grotte de la Cigdlere. Crawls and,. squeezes are rare;
most caves.seem to vary between roomy passages (or shafts) and 1arge .chambers,
Underground streams can bé anything from a . .trickle to a torrent The ‘standard
advice on wet caves is to visit them at the driest time of year, i.e. mid
August to mid - September.

There appear to -be. few access. restrlotlons, only'P S.M. and.Cigalere
are likely to prove a problem in terms of advance booklng requlrements, But
there are other forms of access 'restriction', many caves being situated a long
way from any road or village and very difficult to find on open. lapiaz or in
wooded country. A key to solving loeal dlfflcultles would be the establlshment
of friendly relations with. a. 1ocal olub L

The best ba51s upon which to plan a v151t to the- Pyrenees Would e “that
of extensive local knowledge; this we do not have. Reliance will have.to be
placed .M published information,.on both the caves and the . nountalns. It is
assumed that members taking part in the visit will be 1nterested in both
these aspects. _

Pierre Hinvielle's book "Grottes et Canyons“ deseribes trips to .92 caves
and 8 canyons in France.. Of these, 24 caves and one canyon’ are in the Pyrences.
They are given in the following list, placed in geographical ‘Fequénoe from
west to east, The numerical prefix refers to-the visit descrlptlon nutber used
in the book. Trlp duratlons do not insdlude the time required Tor any approach
march.

97 GOUFFRE D'APHANICE, hendlre, Pyrenees Atlanthues. s{}fa'
V.Diff, 12-13% hours. Depth 504m, . o
Dry trip, largely vertical, pitehes 56m, kim, 17m, 328m!

61 ABIME DE BETCHANKA, Camou—-G:Lluque ; Pyrenees A’t]an‘t::_ques.
Diff, 8 hours. Depth approx LOOm, length 1500m.
Dry trip, large decorated cave, pltches 30m, 70m, 50m, 85m,

g2 CANYON D'HOLGARTE ) OLHADIBIE, Larrau, Pyrenees. Atlanthues.

Diff. - V,Diff 14 Thouns, 3Lscent“3601, lenzth 5km.

et daylightrgavingttodp; Pitoles tHhy 20mp 50111 6o, 10_1, 5m3f=10m*1"' 2u
“23m, 7m,. Dry weather essentlal. : '

90 GOUFFRE PIERRE ST. MARTIN, Arette; Pyrenees Atlanthues.
Diff, 30 hours, Descent 810m, length 8 km,
V.Wet /dry stretches. Through trip down Gouffre de la Tete Sauvage and out of
out .. E.D.F, tunnel. 420m descent in 13% pitches, Bivouac required, Controlled
access



99 GOUFFRE ANDRE - TOUYA, Accous, Pyrences Atlanthues
V.Diff, 18, hours. Depth 933m. e o
Vlrtually dry trip, Up to 20 ‘pitehes: o head of SOAm pitch broken 1nto
8 drops - 1nngest two are ?5m and 129m.“ RERTR .

i:87 GRDTTE 'DES EMUX ~ CRAUDES Eaux ‘Chau&es, Pyrenees Atlanthues.
’ CDEFF L VyDIfF, .10 - 15 hours. Length 1650m, ascent. SOOm.-, e o
Resﬂrgence, mostly streamway - deep pools and cascades . = - . ¢
(hlghest 18 Bhth Cascade, 9m). Dry weather essentlal.,l L

QHEBE DE GGTGHE Eaux —-BbﬁneS,'Pyrenees Atlanthuea. ol

T DIfFT5 hours. Depth 286m, 7 -V H T e T R TP

eI Y Piplt pibthiedare “dry themy 454, 32m,- 10mj 1®m, Then' wet B

pltches‘ 100m ¢85 10m, 32my- &Om,), hOm, 5m, 80m, RERRIE RO

. Dry Weather reoommended. ' o o

o T sttt + IR Y 1--_—__ N . .

=62 GROTTE DE LHEY Faux Bonnes, Pyrenees Atlaﬁthues

w7 Médératel! 3-9- hours. Round trip“of about 4 km, | : .
‘Ohe strebch prOne tg floodlng in veéry wet. ‘weather, Two underground

‘f ‘pitches ofi26m:and’ 10my and,’ “two. ¢ 1iff” fece daylight - dreps (unspeelfled

. birt 1ess than BOm) Dry weather recommended. e

745 ~G—GUFFRE HU HAYAU to GROTTE DE TA BOUHADERE, R S
St. Pe~de~-Bigorre, Hautes Pyrenees*
lef 6 houra, Through trip, Depth 145m, length SOOm.'
ﬂ{:Dry. Spertlng trlp Wlth four 30m pltches..;

" e

VN

GROTTE (CASTERET) CLACKE ‘DY TMARBORE, LA
e - ’Gh?arnle, Hautes Pyrenees.- ST AR
f"ﬂoderate. 21hours + B hours walk (alt. 2650m) T AT e nn e
Short, dry ice cave. One pitek of 15, .~ G e s

.28 7 GROTTE DEVfUX Gavarnle, Hautes’ Pyrenées. A RRRRT T e
.‘n,eﬁModerate. 3=y hours * 5 hours walk (alt. 3013m) L

'*ﬂLength 2ikmd b TRV 'fai* .

" ‘Cold and: ecca31onally Wet tflp. One pltch of 8m e

. L T

.59 '1:GROTTE ' COUFPRE D'ESPARROS, Esparros, Hautes Pyrenees.-

»T0DiPE, 6 hodbW! Depth-150m, ¢ ‘ wnk oL
_‘:Dry.,Sporting “tripewith pltehes ‘of s 10m, 10m, 5m, #5m, - 15m, and Some |

':'Vexcellent fermatlons. Access to be obtelne& fromfwsparros Vlllage.? E

i3 ¢ GROTTE DE LABASTIDE Labastlde, Hautes Pyrenees.-

Bagy. 2 hours. L. ngth 350m. Ancient momument v

Dry trip through.mostly roomy- passages with prehlstorle palntlngs N

and engrevzngs. Access v1a Serv1ces du Mlnlstere des Affaxres Culturelle.

55 GROTTE-» GOUFFRE DE PENEBLANQUE, Herran, Haute Garonne E
(Reseau 55) Diff, 12 hdurs. Length 3 km, = . o
Dry trip. through mbstly roomy passages w1th pltches of 20m, 20m, ém, 7m,
35m;, and 18, -+

56 GROTTE - GOUFFRE DE PENEBL&NQUE; Herran,‘Haute Garonne
~ (Resaou 53)-Diff. 8 hours. Length 2 km;
" Dry trip through mostly rodimy passages wxﬁh pltches cf S
' 20m, 20m, 1Omy This -trdip can be’ eomblned "Vl‘bh Reseau 55 (e.bove) f‘or e
duration ef 16 hours.n . .

iy N
e
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95

65

_230

60

25

29

47
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GOUFFRE DE - HENE HORTE Herran, Haute | Garonne.=' o
V.Diff. 10 hours. Depth 358m. T ‘

L Cla331c pothele w1th some wet pltches; Pltches are 12m, 4m,. 27m,
5 _%Om, &ii 35m, bhmy 11m, 75m, 251, 17m, and 9my_ Dry Wearher recommendeds

YESHRH\ uﬁﬂBb, Hegran,.ﬂauterfd“enne. : o

VyDiff, 21~25 hours,. Length about 410 km.'Through trip. .

Sporting trlp; wet in places and requires acclirate route flndlng.
Several traverses and abseil despents of numerous pitches (deepest 80m)i
Exlt via Reseau 55 of Grotte-Gouffre de Peneplanque, whlch requlres

’ prlor p1a01ng of tackle. Dry weather recommended

GRQTTE DE LA CIG&LERE Senteln, Arlege. e Il
V.Diff. 8-11 hours (50 hours- if no tackle in p031t10n)
Length 3200m, ascent 256m,

- Wet trip upstream via-26 casocades ¥Highest 15m).
involvihg Some- trlcky free cllmbs and lots of tackle.
Controlled: aocess _ L

GROTTE D*ALIOU, Cazaret, Ariege,

Diff, 5 hours. Length 530Om, ‘
Classic river cave., One tight squeeze and a final 15m climb,
Infhatable dlnghles requlred llfeJackets adv1sed '

GROTTE DE NILUX - GROT”E DE LOﬁBRIVES Ussat, Arlege.

Hoderate, 4 hours. Length 2500n, through trlp. . :

Dry apart from mading in lake,. filmost the entire trlp is through
.very.roocmy passages, Controlled acess, - .

GROTTE, DE LOMBRIVES, Ussat, Arleee.

Diff. 6 hours. Length 2500m.. . '

Dry except-for a lake at the:foot of 90m shaft (42m, 38m)
Moetly easy going in big passages, but more sportlng in -
lower “series. Controlled access. :

GROTTE DE SABART Sabart Arlege.

Moderate, 2 hours. Length 1 km; through trlp

Dry trip in roomy passages and big chanters. :Route” flnd*rL
2ifficult in gomplex areas.

"~ GROTTE DE FPONTANET, Ornolac - Ussat: --1es = Balns, hrlege.

- Noderate, 4 hours, Length 1750m.
Mostly dry ‘roomy passages. Route flndlng 15 a problem in one small area.

~.. Lower seies carries a etream.

CAUGNO DE LOS GOUFFIOS Beleeta, Lrlege.

Moderate. 1% hours, Lenbth about 300m

Dry cave with entrance pitch of 45m to roomy passage
with good formations, Cave in the vicinity of:

GROTTE DE L'HOMME~ MORT, Rivel, Aude.

Easy. 1 hour. Resurgence.

Essentially this is one huge, well decorated passage with some Interesting
short climbs, descents and narrow sections,

GROTTE DE FONTRABIQUSE, Fontrabiouse, Pyreness Orientales.

Easy. 5 hours. Length 1750m (whole system 10 km)

Two pitches, 15m and 10m lead down to 1km of large stream passage
needing inflatable dinghy, Goof formations,

11T



23 GROTTE D’EN GORNE?, Villefranchende~conflent P erentales.,”
Basy. 5<6;hours. Length 5 kms Through trip., : SR
. Dry +r1p, exoept,forea few. shallOW'pools, through roomy paasages

- with areas of excellent formatlons.,neoess perm1331on requlred.

" In order to redute.the oh01ce eomeﬂhat the caves to the east of .4 north
/south 11ne drgwn . through Toulouse seem to. offer 1ess attrgotlons than the larger
systems to the: ‘west. Numbers.,30, 60 22 29,47, 17, and 23 from the . above list
are those eaﬁt of Toulouse. R SRR JEL ORIV E TR

Of ‘the remelnder,‘numbers 90 (PSH) and 95 (Glgalere) mey‘be dmscarded as
doubtful proapects dve  to access problems, in, shorfage of bookdn “tiog, Huiber:,
97 (Gouffre d‘Aphanlce) may be discarded as belng rather Speclallsed and of
little 1nterest. o ‘ TR AR .

This still leaves & oh01oe to. be made from.51xteen trlps. Apart from a
subjective judgement of the trip desorlptlons, the only other yardstick could
be how near the high mountain areas they are to facllltate m1x1ng cav1ng w1th
mountaineering. : : L

IR S . [

VISIT GUIDELINES . . .. | . ;"_:“;‘f"jnﬁﬁ";;e;ﬁ e
From Calals, mlleages are between 700 and 800 mlles to Western and central
caving areas respectlvely; Nlleages are veny samllar to western and oentral
high mountain areas. : : e T RN
Most " of the Journey through Franae cen be made by motorway for whloh a
toll fee is payable, £10 has been suggested.- :

Petrol costs based on 30 mpg consumptlop anﬂ approxlmately'£2 OO per
gallon (French prloes) are in the reglon of 9120 e Ry

Cross—Channel ferry ohargee for an average 31zed saloon ear in the peak
season amount to around £160 including four passengers: at £8.50 each Prloes g
are for return trips on the Dover—Calals cr0331ng.

The prloes of food and drlnk dm. France are 31m11ar to those in the U.K.

DECISION MEBTING

Armed with a1l this 1nformat10n,_1t should be posslble for members “to
work out their preferences, Members 1nterested in joining a trip.to the Pyrenees
should contact Tony Knlbbs, who will- convene. g -discussion méeting at .whioh.
dates and objectives can be decided, It is hoped that members w111 51gn1fy
their interest by the AGM, March 27. .. I . e



ANNUAL GENERAL HERTING 2703.82. °

NOMINATIONS FOR OFFICE

SECRETARY Proposed by
TREASURER , Proposed by
MEET SECRETARY . _Proposed by
Ti'%.CKLE MASTER . Proposed by .
COTTAGE WARDEN ' . Proposed by
RECORDER ' 7 | Proposed by
EDITOR Proposed by

Nominations for Office and Proposals to change the Constituti®n must reach
the Secretary by March 6th., Please.-ensure nominees are preparedto stand., Should

you have any speeial item for discussion, this should also be submltted as soon
as possible,

1982 MENDIP CAVING GROUP ANNUAL DINNER TICEKET APPLICATION
27 MARCH AT THE STAR HOTEL WELLS., 8 P.M.

TO A.J. KWIBBS
23 WINERN GLEBE
BYFLEET
SURREY

"PLEASE SUPPLY TICKETS @ £6 EACH FOR ﬁHIGH
I ENCLOSE CHEQUE/POSTAL ORDER FOR £

SIGNATURE

ADDRESS






