
BISHOP CO?ES ‘10 TEA

The Bishop of Bath and Wells, the Bi~t Reverend John Monier Bickersteth,
paid a surprise visit to Nordrach Cottage on Sunday. morning, 14th February.
He arrived, in working re~lia, at about 11.40. Members who had been
toiling throu~ a pleasantly warn morning, spreading car park chippings,
and that weekend’s guests from Ealing Technical Coilege, were ~‘eeted
cheerily by the cry: “Hello, I’m the ~bishop”.

Introductions over, he explained the motive for his visit — curiosity.
Having seen a building ~‘aduaily grow up on the site over the last few
years, then one day seeing what he thoi4-it was a heap of rubble, and more
recently seeing the building intact again, he and his wife were beginning
to wonder whether the rubble hadjust been imaginary.

The saga of the cottage was recounted to him, and it was entirely
appropriate that the cottage architect, Roger Wauington, was on hand to
explain natters • The Bishop expressed particular interest in the efforts
of the members to establish a peitanent headquarters.. The discussion then
moved on to caving activities.

Tea was served, followed by a brief tour of the cottage and the site.
Members pointed out the location of the cottage. in an Area .of Outstanding
Natural Beauty (Ken’s lorry ~rard). Finally some photographs were taken by
Ealing Technical Coilege members, for the record, foilowed by fareweils

- an round.

BUT NISSES HIS KNIBBS

The Hon. Secretary,- sad to relate, had gone for a morning constitutional
around Blackdown and Burrington .Conte, and so missed the Bishop by little
more than half an hours Could there be a moral in this ?

~c.
(extract from the visitor’s book)
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A1~NUAL GENERAL MEETING

At the’A;G~M~ of the M.C.G. to be beW’ at the cottage on Satux~day afterhoon
of 27th March there will be a discuàsibn of cottage development and use over
the last year and future heating and extension plans. Members are remindeñ that
all cothmittee offices; are up for re electionf but Wá~ne -Hisoox, who has been
Cottage Warden for I 3 years no Ies~Z and Bryan Pittmah’ *ho has been Editor for
a mere two year~, will not be standing for re election ‘to any committee posts
this year. - - .: ‘• ‘. ‘

You are reminded that Nominatione for Office and Prbposals* to Change the
Constitution and Rules of the M.C.G. must reach the’ Secretary by March 6th.
A proposal form as included with this Newsletter.

ANNUAL DINNER

Bookings are going very well and 50 tickets have been sold already: So
hurry up and book if you don’t want to miss it. There is a booking form included
with this Newsletter.

COUNTRY RESEENCE

-If you dont-know by now Mr-Don.VosperEsqüire3 Thng standing member of
the M.C.-G. now. has:.a country z’esidence to -coxhpiimezit his town appartment in
Ealing. The address is —

5 Franklin Ter.raoe. .. -. ~. . . .v
Farrington:Gurney-’. .-~. -.

Bristol ‘ ..

Avon

The Editor appologises for the delay in publishing Bon’s new address.

GONE UP TRE ,VALIEYSr .. ‘

Bob Varley will be staying at

53A Robert Street .

Ynysyybwl -

Nr. Pontypridd -i
Mid Glamorgan
South Wales. ., .. . -

for the next year while he is on a course, but now expects to be cavang more
regàlarly. . . . . . . .

EQU]PNENT FOR GERIATRIC CAVERS .

(See last edition)
“You are, going to Ingle.sport. an’ t you?”
“I’m glad, you can get me some slip on knee pads and don’t forget the elbows”.

NEW LADDER

gould Phil have Members comments onthe new ladder, the one with the smail
‘C.’ links, ‘~s soon as possible. He wants to proceed with a large purchase. of
this type if it is prooving satisfactory in use.’ ‘ .. - . .,.



FOREIGN ~WS

Sparing flO expense, th€bM.CaG. ‘S veçy own roving re~oxter has just retUz’ned
from his first assignment at Dublin University —

Hello, all you avid readers — fantastic news. As you will have noticed
by now, the club newsletter is sporting a grossword—puzzle compiled by that
pseudo—intellectual twat Bryan Terry. 1e11, all that crap about, anagrams,
~seudonyms, antonyms and synonythi iá now obsolete.

The Irish with their firm grasp of. the English. language. (mor~ a. stangle—
hold really), coupled with their increasing search to make things simple, have
come up with the ultimate in crosswords. 1t truly reflects the devious Irish
mind — its totaily blank. That’s right, no black squares at an, and for your
edification, here it is on the page opposite.

V~efl you’ U be hearing from me again with more startling revelations in
your next.issue.~ ..: -. ~ .. . .. ... . . .

. .. . .~ Bran Tryer

VOTING FEVER

No, not the election .~ :tIw Grampian Speleological Group :may.i!eU be
contesting north of the Border (would you vote for Gramps or the ~ui~nqe9),
but ~our óv~ home ~ grown hastings on 27th March at the Annijal..&enera:1 l4eeting.
It’s not worth us hiring our own psephologist or Gallup survey as no nne yet
knows the full list of candidates, but. .t~ose who. prefer entrails or seaweed may
find some interest in the accompanying c1~art of past and present office holders
prepared by Jon Roberts.

CROSSWORD ~O.t 2 . .

The response has been marvellous, several replies had9 - ole nswei’ wntUg only
and one hat~. three wrong, but no one has got all the answwrs correct yet. Better
luck with crossword number 3. . .. -

MALCOLM - ‘A THEORY’.

REDUNDANCY SYSTEM This will rely on at leaàt four members of the group being
uhemployed due to a slump. The members should be offered free lodging at the
cottage and a collection made from the stilU earninä. The amount being up to
5/— per week. The cash would pay for food and beer (not too much beerfl a~d~•
materials for cottage improvements. Digging should also be done at Coopers.
Tith dole this would retain them at the standards they deserve. -.

from M:C.G. Newsletter No.5 (New Series) November 1961

CONGRATULATIONS

C .n ,r-~ii&~ticns ~ i7dhxr .~ Mo1~ot ~ir..jCfii~tht ttdxi~ g8tij:t •(‘•

.-.. .•. . .. .. ..

RESCUE PRACTICE

June j/6 is ba4.ng considered as.a, date for a rescue practidé The objeot.
of this practice will be to rescue someone with a suspected brokea femur from
thebottom of G.B. Substantial. support wilibe i’equired. ‘-• . .
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LEAD CONDENSATION FLUES BY THE ORIGD1AL M.C.&. COTTAQE To BE RENOVATED

The firs. project to benefit
will he the Charteehoute Flue
Restoration Project.

One such remnant ss a
dilapidated sot of 19th centstrv
stone flues, hidden in an
obscure corner of Mendip. Yet
these flues are a symbol
representing 2.~ years of
history

They are part of the lives of
our ancettors and they had an
important role to play in the
finat phase of an induttry
which helped to change the lace
of England; an indtastr9 which
participated in a unique and
fascinating code of law,
ranking atongnide that of the
more famous Stannery Law of
the Cornish tin mints.

An acho of thin induntry wan
brought into our tuodern tees
with the cadmium ncarc in
Shipham.

While there are other
remnants of the mining
indsstry on Mendip, it it to
Chsrterhouae that we mutt
look for the earl lest
developmentn and 9riginn.

The Roman historian Tacitun
suggested that one of the main
reasons for the invation of
Britatn which took place during
the reign of Ctaudiun, and
endured for an long as the
British Empire. was 55 mtnerat
wealth.

Lead was almost certatnty
mined on Mendip before the
Romans arrived asia shown by
analysis of lead in the Iron Age
net tinkers in the Olastonbury
lake villages.

It is unlikely that mining
ceased on Mendip after the
departure of the Romans; but
no further proof exitit until the
12th century. From then until
the end of ihe 9th century
activity 11 uctuascd hit as
continuous.

During the 16th century. or
earlier, the area became divided
into four Libersien. each
belonging to a Lord Royal,
who conducted his own court.
subject to a code of law which
grewu p based on that of other
lead mining areas.

EXTENSIVE
These Liberties were: \Veat,

with a mincry at Charterhouse;
tiarperee, with a minery at
Smithans Hill (above Eant
Harptree); St. Cuthbert’s, wiih
a minery at Priddy (the Liberty
of the nishop of Bath and
NVclls) and Chewton. witl, a
minery at Chewtots (the Liberty
of the Waldegrave family).

and the ability to extract
further lead, from slag which
had often been worked more
than once before.

One of the major problems
they encountered was the fact
that the smelting process they
uned required a forced draught
which cauned a large
propoflion of the metal to be
volalilised, so that it passes off
in the for,.,. ofa vapour. -

SORRY
Most of the lead, would of

course be lost if something
were not done to prevent this.
So long hoeizontal flues were

11”lonIThe surface of the
ground through which the
smoke had to pass, depositing
much of the lead on the walls
and ceiling an ii did so. Thin
would then b escra ped off and
r esnte ted.

In his clasnic work on The
Mines of Mcndip, i. NV. Cough
stated that the ruins of these
flues. ‘‘often in rows, side by
side. are still conspicuous on
the hills.”

Unfortunately thin it no
longer true and the flues at
Charterhouse which do remain
are in a sorry state of repair.

Thene flues arc a part of our
sasional heritage. It is
important to preserve them.
They represent far more than
their 100 years or so of life
would at first suggett.

They are one of the few

memorials to thin long and

exciting history which has
influenced the lives of all who
can trace their ancestry back
through Mendip’s pass.

tn recognition of this fact the
Mcndip Society is asking for
contributions towards she
repair of the flues. Already
they. have been promined a
nubstantiat contribution, from
I he Depart ment of the
Environment and have the full
and enthusiantie support of
Somerset County Council,

Anyone who would like to
contribute to thin work should
send donationt to:

John C. Page, The Mendip
Heritage Fund. Arlington
House, The Barrows, Cheddar,
Somerset. Tel. Cheddar
742992.

Reprinted from the hells Journal with kind permission of the Mid Somerset

Charterhouse

ANYONE who lives in afld around Mefldip or who has
a love for this beautiful area is invited to contribute to
the Mendip Heritage Fund established by the Mendip
Society to collect donations and distribute them in
connection with the conservation of aspects of our
heritage within the Mendip area and its environs.

‘Nume’rbus “pigi”Thr’TeaO
have been fuund bearIng
inscriptions from this period,
the earliest dated AD 49. .a
mere nix years aftershe arrsval
of the Roman troops.

A ctonrr look at the Ch;rserhoust flues.
This whole area wan

probably more extensive than
the original area known to the
Romana, atthough it in possible
that they alto mined at Priddy.

Many Corninhmen chanced
their luck on Mcndip, bringing
expertise from the tin mines

Series of Newspapers.



COTTAGE BOOKINGS

FEBRUARY
26 Tony Snell lUng Edwatds School

MARCH
5 MEMBERS WEEKEND (c OTTAGE WORK ~1EEKEND)

12 Dave HiginEon Baling College
19 Dave Gibson
26 A.G.M. J~EE DINNER

4 MEMBERS W1i~KEND. COTTAGE PARTY + COTTAGE WORK WEtK END +(PRACT1CE RESCUE?)

NEMBERSHW GM~DS

These are no* being issued to paId up rnembers by Arthur Spain. .Those wishing
to participate in any of the trips should make their arrangements through the
publiähed Meet Leader.

DO’~7BER GUt PASSAGE

“I would like you to know it was intentional” 6aid Greg to Tony in exp]sn
ation of Tonyts selection as Leader for Dowber Gill Dassage

M. C. G. I~ETS PROGRAMME 1982 LEADER BASE

27 MAR STCUTI~ERTS A. Spain
17 API POACHERS CAVE B.. PIttman N.~.C.C.
15 MAY SVCLDONS 9 J. Roberts
26 JUN OFD/DAN—fl—OGOF 11. Samuel s.w.c.c.
17 JUL LAMB LEER D.. Walsh
14 AUG GIANTS HOLE G. Barton Orpheus
18 SEP DOUBER GILL PASSAGE A. Knibbs N.F’.C.
16 OCT RHINO RIFT (SRT) J. Miri&c~
.20 NOV AGEN ALLWEDD P. Ingold
18 DEC EASTWATER ..‘ PRIMROSE POT I. MoKechnie

ST CUTIffiERTS 27 M&RGH

Would members wishing to go down St Cuthberts on 27th March should ~ontaot
Arthur Spain assoon as possible as numbers are limited to two parties of six.

NEW MEMBERS

are pleased to welcome the following as Probationary Members of the
M. C. G.

J.~P. V! Birch 47 Chichester Court,, Chessington Rd, Ewell, Surrey.
Julie Spain ‘Waitangi’ 57 Guildford Road, Broadbridge Heath, Horsham, Sussex.

TRAINING TR]PS DUE

Steve Taylor, Bill Duckfln, Bob Varley, Richard Housego, ‘David Howe,
Mike Bygrave, Derek 7~alsh and Paul Merron, all have Training Trips outstanding.
As soon as they are satisfactorily completed they can then be considered for
Full Membership of the M.C.G.
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Côniifttfeereeord~ i~e
seriously incomplete
prior to 1-962. Some -c
•qffice holders• are.;

-‘ thèrefcre d~rived frori
M.C.G. Newsletters, and
some dates are uncertain
(shown. as:--~,---~-,4..

During at least 1955—57
• there ,y~re .P.wp qther

• Coninitteeoffkes:
HoW Overseas Re2resbntati ye

•~T9S~5 ~oiPDTlT~~H —

1956 Noel Dilly
-.~57:. Derek 4-Iolmes,~-.•,

Hon. Cornittee Member
T9WDbn !~earTe —

1956 Don Séarle
•~J957~~AustlncEanders:

Mike Rennie was Secretary
bttiefT~ in Sumer.l-952,.
after Malcolm Cotter left
fot,S~.ng~pore~nd before.
RicIitroCWobIjth~tt.t6ok

-7officø.E~ç). Qc.,
indj~dates there was

no. .fenii~ToffiEe, but th~t
the.;tndividual .meqtioned
didmos~.qf the’ relevant
work~.

.Stnce~1958-,~-oi~ acGoqnts.
have been audited by two
non-Comi tt~e~ members
~ppainted fl:thp Annual:
Genera] Meétiri~.

What happens after here is up
to members at the Annual
General Meeting, 27th March
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COTTkGE hEATING REPOM’ FEBRUARY 1982

This WI ter has seen two very cold snaps with temperatures down to —20°C.
A compression joint was forced open on the showereunit when the pipes froze
in the shower room,. while the cottage was unoccupied. Apart from this there
is still condensati~h in the buildihg.as it has ~til not fully dried out yetL

The Jetmaster ~s the sole source of heating at present. Members hav~
now got used to it~re using it quite effectively, however it is impossible
to keep it burning over night

The electric ~mihersion heaters have been so successful!, that the Boost
element has not had to be used yeN May be it will when we have more active

cavers using the showers.at once.

It is plainly obvious we need heating in the library to proteot the books
surveys and records. We also need frost protection, therefore decisions have
to be made now on additional hasting flit’ the cottage.

The alternative systems are; Oil, Gas, or Coal fired Central Heating.
Coal and Wood burnigg at ove with Back Boiler heating several radiators and
the hot water. Storege Heaters using. Off Peak Elextricity, and finally,
replacement of the Jetmaster grate with an alinight. coal burning.box grate,
and electric convector and radiant heaters placed’ in the library,’ shower rOom
and kitchen using standard rate electricity. . ‘. . . ‘

Oil fired Central Heating would require an oil storage tank, a boiler,
which’ áould be obt&ined ‘oheaply second hand, and. radistors’ installation ‘of
which could be ~.n exgess of £500 exeluding’ boiler and stomp tank’. :ReguJ.~r~
maintenance nou]4 be required but the system could probably be run continuously
eve’n ~‘it.”cottagS iS’uthtterd~d~’ it ~uId’ therefore ‘sStisfy ‘both heatng require
ments, however oil is expensive.

Gas fire4 Central Heating would incur the sämeinstallationào’~t~ and
problems but would have to usext.P.G. which is as expensive as electricity
and the boiler would probably have to be ah expensive new, one specially designed
fpt’ 11.P$ fl,would req~iire le~ ma4ntel2aflce th~ an 0~-,l, n-red system.

Coal fired Central Heating would run more- aheapy~ €hafi gai.~r.’:.oil byt
would not run unattended. .

7 —

Replacement of the Jetmaster with an enclosed stove-With’baàkboiler suplfling
sev~ra~], z~a ton in e. lounge, library,and shower room auu*~ll:jas heating the
hot water would be the most suitable system for our neeâs while the cottage is
being used. ‘The fuel costs half the price of oléctrioit~r’ ai±d”riO’ máixiti’bance
wo..L&be,..re4uired..,It Wguld how~ver have to be baoked.up, with thermostatically
controlled electric heaters for frost protection and damp control when the cottage
i..iinooci~pLed. .:~. ~ ,,.., .~ ‘ ,‘: ~‘: :‘ ,: ‘‘‘:-

Iiepiacemehf ~f ~ ~‘eseiit dog graté’~ with’ Jetiña&ter night Watoi~n alinight

coal ;burnbg Box Grate ~osting~8Q,and possibly, fitting Jetinaster baokb~iler
element supplying several radiators ~nd the hot water, would be the cheapest
and pasiest to install, backed up by electric heating for frost at damp protection
Elec trio heaters cost between £16 and £2~O each and would re qinre extra power
points. . ‘ ‘“ . “ : ‘

Finally Off Peak (E~onomy.7)s torageKHeat~’a Could be installed. mesa ‘would
satisfy all ~q~irement~. Installation .‘ctosta. woul&:.be: :about.E80 plus. £80 foz~ ~c C
new storage heater4. There ‘7ould be problems sating one an the changing room
and advice ‘vould have to be obtained from S.T.E.B. If tins sys~tem were to be
adopted electricity would be used at approximately 2p per unit off peak, however
~he’~jpe,ajc, rate. wod :b?4Pproxima±ely 7p, the .normsi:rate being 5p,~ ~..



It wdiald’ thezefore be expensive to boost the hot water during the day. The main
problem preventing us using, this system at present however is. the cottage
supply cable is too small and the ]Ast estimate some time back for a larger
cable was £800. .

It would seem in conclusion thereford our’best option would be to. ohange
the grate to a box grate and to use ordinary electric heating for the changing
room and library as well as for frost and damp protec.ticn.

One final paint, the fan in the showex’ need not be on all the time the
changing room light is on. The shower light could be separated from the changing
room light switch and. ,a timer added in the circuit to switch the fan~on with
the shower light switch and off say ten minutes after the shower light has
been switched off. .

Bryan Pittman

,dOTTaGE WORK EXPERIENCE . - Mi~ñCH 6/7TH. .. .. ,

Join the amateur~ fo±” a rea1i~r exa’s~eratin~ weekend of futile activity
— no previous experience necessaryo Lend a hand with all those jobs you’d hoped
someone else would do. Amanement, fatique anà minor injuries ~re gqaranteed.

.SNTh’F ~UE GLUE as the dormitory floors ~ufferan attack of crooked liho
tiles.: , . ‘. ‘ ‘ . . ‘

DAMAGE YOUR BACK by taking part in the ‘Build a• Dryst one Wall with ‘Totally
Unsuitable Rooks’ event.

ADD TO THE CONFUSION as the Outside’ area is transformed from total chaos
to utter mess. , , . , ...~ -

RUN FOR COVER when the irresistible force (eiectrtc adze) meets the imm
ovable object (that bloody tree stump).

• , FEEL TUE TENSION as umpteen piddling, little jobs turn i~tp major epics’.

HEAVE A-SIGH OF RELIEF when it’ gets too’ dark to continua toór job~ or you
run out of essential materials, or when the clock strikes OPEN~G TIME.

‘In short, it’s a weekend that you and your consêience cannot afford to
miss. It may be your last chance to shovel -chippings in the pouring rain’, or
to permanently scar the cottage with a slip of your slédgeharnmer.~ Whatever yopr
fetish, we’d be pleased to have the pleasure of your company.

LI~RARY• , -

Jon Roberts nobly aided by Tony Knibbs has now established the shelving
in the library, and our books and newsletters are in situ. Jon has also yarn! -

shed the library floor.

• The, next ‘step will be to catalogte~ and note which books and ‘newsletters
we-lack. -To help this process’, all’tftembers are URGED TO RETURN to son, either
via the Thursday evening meeting or via the cottage, all material they currently
have on loan. -



PYPENEES VIS]?]? SCENARIO

The Pyrenean movntain chain provides the natural frontier between France
and Spain, stretching 250 miles from the Atlantic to the Mediterranean.
Important limestone areas extend Over a distance of approximately 120 miles,
and the prime mountains (almost 90 summits over 300Gm) occupy approximately
a 70 mile stretch.

Less rugged than •bhe Alp~ the Pyrenees ofter exellant mountain walking
opportunities atid a fah’ amourib of hi~h~-grade aiThibing. Tlfree à±’ëàs — one on
the French side of the frontier and 3wo on the Spanish side — have been
designated aS tiational parks. The flora and fauna are .broadly alpine in type
with many regional varieties, especially in the flora.

Pyrenean caves come in all shapes and Sizô from sthall and grotty to vast
and well decorated. The area contains the deepeSt cave in the world (Goufre
Pierre St Martin - 1123m) and at least one over 50 km length (Reseau Trombe)
In addition to the usual downstream. type tr.ip there are sdvèral a2cessible
resurgence caves, notably Crotte dela Cigãlere. Crawls and~squeezes are rare;
most caves seem to vary between roomy passages (or shafts) and large chambers.
Underground streams can be anything from a trickle to a torrent. The standard
advice on wet caveS is to viSit them at the driest time of year, i.e. thid
August to mid — September. .

There appe.av to be. few access. restrictidns; only P.S.M. and. Cigalere
are likely to prove a problem an terms of advance booking requirements, But
there are other forms of access .‘restrictiont~many caves beinE Situ&ted a long
way from any road or village and very difficult to find q~i Qpen. lap~az pr in
wooded country. A key to solving localrdifficultiè* would be tM establishment
of friendly relations with.a.locai olub..~

The best basis upon which tO plan th. visit t& theF~’renèes•fluld~be that
of extensive local knowledge; this we do not have. Reliance wifl have,. to be
placed ‘npublished information, on both the caves and the nountaans. It is
assumed that members taking patt in the ‘~risit~will be intei~eated in bOth.
these aspects. .. . . . -

Pierre Minvielle’s book “C-rottes et Canyons” describes .trips to.92 caves
and 8 canyons in France.. Of these, 24 caves and one oanyon~~±e in the Pyrenees.
They are given in the following list, placed in geogräphibal equènoe frQm
west to east. The numerical prefix refers to the visit description number used
in the book. Trip durations do not include the time ~equired ‘fOr any:approach
march.

97 GOUFFRE D’APHftNICE, Men~ite.~ Pyrenees Atiantiques. .

V.Diff. 12—13 hours. Depth 5O4-m.
Dr~ trip~ largely vertical, pitches 56m, 41 m, I 7m, 328m1

61 ABTh~ DE BETCHAMcA. Camou-Ciluque, Pyrenees Atlantiques.
Diff. 8 hours. Depth approx kO0t~, length 1 5OQm.

• ~ Dry trip, large deà orated cave, ~itches 3Gm, 7O~n, 5Gm, .85m,

92 CM’~YON D’H0L~AR~ ) OUIADTh~ Larráu; Pyrenees.Atlantiques.
Diff. • VOD±f2 14 thour~; DUseCnt~36C~ lCni~th 5km.
‘(et daylzght~ Øanvzg’tiup, p1tc1ie~i t9m, 20a; 3Cm, 6~ 10i, 5m~ 10m~t

:~:23~, 7m,. Dry weatheressential. .

90 GOIJFFRE PIflRRE ST. MARtIN, Arette~ Pyrenees Atlantiques.
Diff. 30 hours. Descent 81Gm, length 8 km.
V.VIet /dry stretches. Through trip -down Gouffre de la Tete Sauvage and out of

out E.D.F. tunnel. 42Gm descent in 13 pitches. Bivouac required. Controlled
access



99 C’OUPFRE ANDRE TOUXR, Accous, Pyrenees Atlantiqueb
V4Diff.~ 18 hours. Depth 933m. ~. .

Virtually dry trip. Up to 20 pitches to head of 3014.m pitch broken into
8 drops longest two are 75m and 1 29m. r

87 CitOTTE DES EA’UX - CLIAUDES, Eaux -‘Chaudes, Pyrenees Atlantiques.
~Diff~~ .10 15 hoürá. Length 1650th, ascent..300m....
Resurgence, mostly streamway - deep pools and. cascades
(highest is 34th Cascade, 9ni). Dry weather essential.

89 QYJSBE DE GOTCHFI, Eaux — Bbz4n~s, Py-rene~s Atlantiques.
Diff: 15 h6urs. Depth 28Gm. - -

Fw~tp1t&h~’ a~’e~drf:~m~ ‘15~ 32m, IC :~4offi;’.The~nt
pitches4 10Cm E18m ‘tom, 32m,. 4Cm,), 4Cm; Sm, 8Cm,
Dry weather recommended.

.~:. .‘t”-;~.. ~ .~ . . ~ ..:

62 &ROTTE DE LHEY, Eaux Bonnas, Pyrenees Atlañtiques
Moderate~ 3—5 hours. Round trap of about 1 km.
One stretch prone to flooding in vdry wet weather, Two underground
pitches of 2Gm and lOm, and two cliff face daylight drops (unspecified,
but less ~than 3Cm). Dry weather recommended.

7i~ ~GGUFF~’E. ‘HàYATYto QROTTSDE LA BOTJElDERE, ..~

St. Pe—de--Bigorre, Hattes PyrèneesJ..~~t..
Diff 6 hours. Through trap. Depth 145m, length 50Cm.
Dry. Sp®rtaag trip with four 3Cm pitches.

:‘~~I ..r...’. .~.. :.. .4
- &ROTTE (CASTEBET) ~L&C~ DU IflRBCRE,

?&u~i6,.’I~ut~sP~enees :‘~

.,,‘.5 “Mbderäte. •2’hcura~i ho~~•4iaI’ (alt;zGSOm) ~.

Short, dry ice cave. One pitch of lSrn. 1

28 GROTTE DEVAUX, Qavarnie, Hautes Pyrendes.
Moderate. 3Z4 hours + 5 hours walk (alt. 3013m)

•.‘L6ngth’2~krfi~~ .‘ ~ 41, ‘i’, •.H.H’.~ ‘

~wet ~ipJ~0n~ ~itdh’o?~8th ~“ . ;:j~~..:: ~.‘

59 GROTTE — GOUFPRE D’ESPARROS, Esparros, Hautes Pyrenees.
Daft’. 6 hoilfl. Depth 15Cm.
Dry. Sporting trip with pitches of 1Cm, lOm, 5m, 15m~ ‘15m, and some
exceilent forniations. Aoce~s to be obtaine~ from Esparros Village.

~13 ‘ GROTTE DE IIABASTEE Labastide, ‘Haütes Pyfienee~
Easy. 2 hours. Lcngth 350m. Ancient monument, ... . . . ‘

Dry trip through mostly roomy passages with prehistoric paintings
and engravings. nccess via Services du Ministere des Affaires Cultureile.

55 GROTTE .4.:4OUFFj~~,E fl3 PENEBLANQIJE, Herran, ‘Haute Qai’onne .

(Reseau 55) Diff. 12 hQur~. Length 3 km.
Dry trip through mostly roomy passages with pitches of 2Cm, 2Cm, Gm, 7m,
35m, andlOiri. .~. :-.~ ‘.

56 GROTTE - GOUPFRE DE PENEBLANQUE,, 1-lOrran, Haute Caronne
(2esaou 53) Diff. 8 hours. Length 2 kin,
Dry trip through mostly roomy passag~ wit pitch’es of
2Orn, 2Cm; 1oi~&:This trip cazi be dbthbihed’iith Résê~u 55.(abOve) for a
duration of 16 hours. , , . .. .. ,. . .

II



88 ~0UFFRE DE tA HENNE MOR’P~, Herran, Haute Caronne,
V..Diff. 10 hours. Depth 358m.
CJsssac pothole with some wet pitches~ Pitches are 12m, 4m, 27m,

ACm) 6m, 35m3 14m, urn, 75n, 25m, 17m, and 9m, Dry wea’~her recommended6

98 2ESEItU tLthIBE, Heuçan, aütert6~o’ine.
V,Diff. 21—25 hours. Length about 10 km. Through trip.
S~orting trips wet in. pJSc s and I~e~uires accurate, route finding.
Several ‘tra~erse,s and abse,±l despents of nuc?rous pitches (deepest 80m)~
Exit via Reseau 55 of Grotte-4ouffre de Pene~lanque, which requires
prior ~lacing of tackle, Dry weather recommended.

95 &ROTTE ~ELi CIGAIERE,:Se~1.tein, .&i’iege. - . ... . .~.•

V.Diff. 8:11 hours (50 hours if’ no tackle in positibn)a.
Length 3200~ asóent 256m. ‘. . .

Wet trip upstz~eam via-26 oásoádes ~]Highest 15m) -

involving some tricky free climbs and lots of tackle.
Ccht±’olled-accesj .. “ . . . . . . .

65 GROTE D’ALIOU, Cazaret, Ariege. . .

Diff. 5 hours. Length 53Cm.
Classic river cave. One tight squeeze and -a final 15m olimb.
Inflatable dinghies ‘required, lifejackets advised.

30 G-R0T~DENIMJX — C-ROTTE DELO~RIVES, Ussàt,.Arie~e.~ .. ...

Moderate. 14. hours. Length 2500m; through trip. ~‘

Dry apart from wading in lake.’ Almost the ettire trip is through’
•very~~~oopy passages. Controlled ac~ss.

60 QROT~ DE ,LOMBRIVES,’:Ussat,. Ariege. . . .. .

Dif±~. 6. hours. Length ?500m - ‘: :...~ .‘ -

Dry exoipt-for a lake at thefoot of 9Cm shaft.-(42m,’38m);
Mostly: easy going in big passages, but more sporting in
lower ‘serieS. Controlled access. -, - .-: ,‘. :‘

22 ~ROTTE DE SILBC1RT~ Sabart, .Ariege.
Moderate. 2 hours. Lén~th I km; through trip.

• . Dry trip in roomy passagas and big ch4ntors~.Route: findir4ç- ‘ difficult in complex areas. . .

29 GROTTE DEFONTkNtT, Orno].ac - Ussat’—-ies Bains, Ariege.
..“.Moder~te. ~ Lengtk 1750m.. -‘. •

Mostl~dry.’x~oomy passages. Route finding -isa. probieth” in one ~mallätea.
- ,.. Lower seils carries ~ .s~tream.- . ••~ . ‘~

217 CAUGNODE LOS 0-OUFFIOS, Belesta, Arie~ge. . . .

Moderate. 1~- hours. Length about 30Cm
Dry cave with entrance pitch of 4-Sm to roomy passage
with good formations. Cave in the vicinity of:

GROTTE DE L’HC?~Th~- MORT, Rivel, Aude.
Easy. 1 hour. Resurgence.
Essentially this is one huge, well decorated passage with some interesting
short climbs, descents and narrow sections.

17 GROTTE DE FONTRABIOUSE, Fontrabiouse, Pyrenees Orientales.
Easy. 5 hours. Length 175Cm (whole system IC km)
Two pitches, 15m and 1Cm lead doim to 1km of large stream passage
needing inflatable dinghy. Qoof formations.

III



23 CROTTE D’EN &ORNER, Vallefranche—de-Conflent, 1’. Qrientales.
Easy. 5—6 hours. Length 5 kin, Through trip.
Dry i-rip, except Lora few shalLow pools, through roomy passages
with areas of excellent formations. Access permission required.

In order to reaübe4he choice .somewhat,i~hbcayes, to the~east~ofra north
/ south line drawn through Toulouse seem to offer less attrç.ctions than the larger
systems to •bhe west. Numbe#s 30,60, 22,29,47, 17, and 23 from the above list
are those east of Toulouse.

Of the remainder, numbers 90 (PSul) ~and 95 (cigalere) may be dascarded as
doubtful pz o”peota dne to -wct “5 r~&ie n~ - . th ~rta~,e ‘? bookin~ ti it • i~u ~er
97 (~ouffre d’Aphanice).way be discardeñ as being rather specialised:and of
little interest. -..‘

This still leaves a choice to be made from. sixteen trips. Apart from a
subjective ,judgement of the trip descriptions, the only other yardstick could
be how near the high mountain areas they are to facilitate mixing caving with
mountaineering. -

VISIT GUIDELINES -

From Calais, mileages are between 700 and 800 males to western end central
caving areas respectively. Mi]~e~ges are very 4milär.to western~n~oe~tral
high mountain areas.

I.

Most of the journey through France can be made by motorway for which a
tall fee is payable; £10 has been auggested. . .•

Petrol costs based on 30 mpg consumptio~aau~1.apDroximate1yZa2..00.~br
gallon (French pricas) are an the region of £120

Cross—Channel ferry charges for an ~verage sig~d saloon car in the peak
season amount to around £160 including four passengers at £8.50.~each. Prices
are for return trips on the Dover—Calais~ cz’o~sing.

The prices of food and drink in France ere similar to those in the U.K.

DECISION MEETflIG

Armed with ail this information, it should be posszble for members to
work out their prefezences. Members interestea .i,n joining a trip to :the. Pyrenees
should contact Tony Knabbs, who will conwene a discussion meeting at which
dates and objectives can be decided. It is hoped that members win signify.
their interest by the AGM, March 27.



ANNtJAt GENERAL MEET~ 27.3.82.

NOMIIIATIONS 2OR OFFICE

SECRETARY _______________________Proposed by _______

TREASURER _______________________Proposed by________

~EET SECRETARY_____________________ Proposed by_______

TACla~E MASTER ________________________Proposed by________

COTTAGE WARDEN _________________________?roposed by_________

RECORDER ________________________Proposed by____________________

EDITOR ________________________Proposed by .

Nominations for Office and Proposals to change the ConstitutiOn must reach
the Secretary by March 6th. Please.. -ensure nominees are prCparedto stand. Should
you have any special item for discussion, this should also be submitted as soon
as possible.

1982 ~NDW CAVflTG GROUP AENUAL DINNER TIC1~T APPLICATION
27 MARCH AT TE~ STAR HOTEL WELLS. 8 P.M.

TO A.J. fl~ThES
23 IVINERN GLEBE
BYFLEET
SURREY

PLEASE SUPPLY ____ TICKETS @ £6 EACH FOR WHICH
I ENCLOSE CNEQUE/POSTtth ORDER FOR £

SIGNATURE

ADDRESS




