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CAVING SHOP

FORALLCAVING BOARDSAILING
AND MOUNTAINEERING NEEDS

3PECIAL LOW PRIC S TC MRKB.RS JUNE 1982
WARTIZAR

AT BIRRY DUTET GACYITS FRON £52.55
DO n " " £47. 50
WARM FTBIE SLETPTIG TANS " £27.00
DO " . " £62.06
THERMAL PTLY SIFETNG PAG LINZR3 " 215.00

TOTSUITS

heam STNGLE 3mm DCURLE Lmm 3TIGLE
LINED LIN'D LTNED KITS
™0 BTACE 4400 £52.00 £31,00
JACKRT £28.50 235,50 £20,00
TROUSERS 216.00 £20.00 £14.,00
LONG JOHN £33.00 £38.30 £25.00
BCL“RO £23.00 $28.50 , N/ A
L. JO¥N + BOLERO 555,00 £65.00 N/ A
SOZKS £ 5.00 £ 6.00 £ 3.50

¥its includs marked-out neoprene, adhesive, tape, zips, etec.
All Blacks equipment now available from the shop.

BOOKS

GEOLOGY OF THE °EAX DISTRICT

BRITISH CAVES AND P0THOLSS (DEAKIY)

CAVING AND POTHOLING (JUDSON)

CARLSBAD CAVES AND A4 JAKNRA

SPELEOLOGY, THE STUDY OF CAVES

CAVING HANUAL (LOV-LCH)

THE DARKNESS BECKONS (RARR)

DOWN T4 A SUNLESS SEA (BOON)

NORTHERN CAV®S VOL T WHARFEDALY % NIDDERDALE
YOL ITI INGLEROROUGH (NE=W ®OITION)
VOL ¥ THEE NORTHERY DALES

—
PIAN N OO O] N =N
SIS REIRN  BUL RV BN I\ BN RV I o)

mhiobhbhbhhbhhinb

OV o OOy O

o0 JOLUKES OF CAYTONS ENCYCLOWANNIAS £ 0.580
CHILN?ENS ENCYCLOOARDIAS £ 0.60
249 FELTHAM HILL ROAD, ASHFORD, MIDDLESEX. TEL. ASHFORD (69) 52643
31 SPRING LANE, HEMEL HEMPSTEAD, HERTS. TEL, 0442 42029

Cover Photograph - Martin Rowe in GB Terminal Dig, by Lan McKechnie




- MENDIP CAVING GROUP. .

MCG GOI’iMI'I‘TEE.

Secretarys- - ' : '
Tony Km."bbs, 23 W:Lnern Glebe, Byi‘leet ‘Burrey. .- KON
el (home) Byfleet 43875 (work) iy 546-7741 ext 2199 -
Treasurers -~ ‘ s
Arthur Spain, 57 Gu::.ldford Roat'l9 Broadbrldge Hea:bh, Ho:::'fsham:t9 Sussex,
tel (home) Horsham 64068 (work) Crawley 542251 ext 63

Meet Secretary:
Greg Smith, 16 Nield Road; Hayes, Middlesex.
. tel (home) 01-848-3340
Cottage Warden: :
John Miriam, 18 Lorraine Court Gambome Road, Sutton, Surrey.
tel (home) 01~643-7872 (work) 01-736=1212°ext 3045
Tacklemaster:
Phil Ingold, 31 Spring Lane, Hemel Hempstead Herts.
tel (home) 0442-42029 \ <

Recorders’ ° ; S ' :
Jonathan Ro'berts, 17 Kent Avenue, West Eallng, London, w13 BBE
tel (home) 01-997-2916 : (work) 01-278-3825

Bditor: ' o ' C '
Tan McKechm.e, 30 Brittain Roa.d, Hersham, Walton—on—Thames, Surrey. X2 4LR

tel (home) Walton 28292 oo (work) walton 28851 ext 212

CAVING ACCOMMODATION is available at the MCG cottage' on Mendn.p, the address igciv

"Nordrach Cottage, Charterhouse on Mendip, Blagdon, Bristol. BS18 GXW " s
The mmp ‘reference of the cottage is NGR 5147 5605 (OS 50,000 fJ.rst gseries shi 182), ’
Guest booklngs should be made m.th the cot‘tage wardeno R

WEEE{LY ME:E:TINGS are held every - Thursday from 8. 30pm a,t-' S =
The Fox and Hounds and Mawson Arms, Chiswick Lane ‘South,” London, W4

MCG MERT PROGRAMME.

Meet | T : St " {eader v -Base - Vi
Jun- 26 OFD /DanryrHOgof BTN D. Samel ¢ gWCC @
Jul 17 Lamb Leer . D, Walsh =~ MCG-

hug 14 Giants Hole G. Baxton Orpheus

Sep-18 Dowber Gill Passage ~ T, Knibbs ¢ © NPC -~ o o
Cct 16 Bhino Rift = - J, Miriam - - MCG . - Tl
Nov 20 Agen Allwedd - © 7 77T P Ingold S T
Dec 18 Bastwater (Primrose Pot) *j"z, MbKEChn_e f'r«mcc,_-

SOUTH WALES MEET 26th Jun: At presen‘b the:re are about 15 names ‘on the list. Please
conflm w:.th Demse 1f you are go:.ng. -

LAMB LEFR MEET 17th Jul: Derek plans to rig- the long pl'bCh for SRT. - Ittg 65Y,
free hanging, and’ not far from the surface - an“ideal opportunity to try out SR
underground. Fo:c those wrthout SRT geaxr,-the p:.tch will also be r:.gged with a .
ladder. g

DERBYSHIRE MEET 14th Aug: Several people have expressed an :Ln't:erest in forming a
horseriding or walking party during the weekend, in addition to Giants Hole. If.
anyone else is :Lnterested, let Geoff Barton know 80 tha:l, he can organlse thlngs 1n _
advance, . -
YORKSHIRE MEET 18th Seps Don't forget -a party'is~sfaying.in Yorkshire fo: the -
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week following this meet, If you want to join them - contact Tony Knibbs or John
Miriam.

NEXT YEARS meet programme is being compiled by our Meet Secretary Greg Smith over
the next wonth or two. 8o if you would like to choose your own meet to lead, tell -
Greg now. If you don't you will probably find your name has been put down to lead
Gouffre Berger or a Mammoth = Flint Ridge through trip. - (note - the meet leader
does not need to know the cave himself. His responelblllty is to arrange accommod- -
ation, access, tackle, etc., co-ordlnaie transport, and arlange for leaders 1f
RECEeSSaLy. ) ‘ . .

HEMBERESUTE WS,

We welcumr: one new Probationary Member this monthj;
Mike Deun, 25 Milton Road, Walton-on-Thames, Surrey.

SPOUSE MEIIMS, who were "abolished" at the AGHM, have been automatlcally converﬁed
into Acsociate Members (as long as they have paid their subs). Any other members '
spouses who wish to become associate Members (ie non-caving, nonrvotlng), or full

Members, should obtain a form from the Secretamy and apply in the normal way.

A COVENAWT will increase the value of your annual subscrlptlon, as the club can

reclain the tax you have paid on it. A form is included with this newsletter -

complete it and weturn it to the {reasurer, and you will increase the club's in-
come at no cost to yourself, (If you already have a covenant with the MCG, the

amount should be the difference between the current and previous subscrlptlons.

If you: ars: not sure -~ ask the treasurer to check hig records.)

THURSDAY P»P”ING MEDTScmuld be brouﬂat up to a hlgher 1ntellectual level once a
month with ine aid of film shows,, lectures, training evenings, etc, in the back
room of the Mawson Arms. If you have access to a caving film, or would be prepared
to give a lecture, then mske a date with Tony Knibbs. If there are any films or
lectures you would like.to see, or you have any other ideas for "indoor meets" -
agaln, sea Tony with your suggestions.

PAT WALSH INVITES members of the MCG and their partners to a party on Saturday,
3rd July at his home, 58 Manster Road, Teddington, Middlesex.

JOHN AND HELEN MIRIAM,have asked the editor to convey their thanks to all members .
for their wedding gift from the MCG. John says it will go towards. “capltal house— _
hold equipment" (probably a colour telev151on)

THE MCG JOURNAL is an occagional publlcatlon containing material of more lastlng
interest than that normally found in.the newsletter. The 1982 edition is now well
under way but needs more articles, If you have promised an article, .or you have
any suitable material or photographs for publlcaklon, please give it to Bryan
Pittman as soon as p0351b1e. (Or if you can't find Bryan, give it to the editory
who will pass it on.) ‘ S :

NEWSIETTER CONTRIBUTIONS are always welcomed ~ at present we have a few regular
contributers, but it would be.nice to. see ‘some new names in print., FPhotographs -

éb & w prints of the size they are to appear in print, _preferably) and cartoons
drawn yourself, or "borrowed" -from elsewhere) can all be used, as well as. the .

usual factual articles, opinions, and comment - A1l material o the ‘editor, please.

COTTMﬂljgl

KEYS for the front door of the cottage are avallable o all probatlonary, full,
and associate members. Library /tackle store keys are available only to full.
members. - Most people have been given the appropriate keys - if you haven't, . ask
John Miriam for one. :
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THE TACKLE STORE is for storing club equipment - not personal gear such as wet-
suits, cells, boots. ‘If this rule is not strictly observed;-the tackle-store
rapidly becomes an. inaccessible clutter-store, Personal gear should not be left
in the.cotiage from one ‘weekend to another W1thoat a very good reason. If gear-is -
left, it should be packed in a closed bag or rucsack with your: name 'attached, o
stored out of the way (eg in one of the upsta;rs cupboarde) ahd removed as soon
as posszble.

The COTTAGE ROTTERS LEAGUB so far this year is hedded by Jon Rbberts who has
stayed 29 days (doesn't he have a home to go to?). Well behind are Martin Rowe
(18), Tony Knibbs, Bob Varley, Brian Terry (14), Phil & Helen Ingold (13), Carol
Nann (1), John Miriam (10); Adrian Duckett,.Roy Kempston, Steve Taylor, Ian
MeKechnie (9). The remaining 50 members who stayed at the. cottage durlng the
pemod clocked up a total of 165 days between them. '

COTTAGE BOOKINGS. . - - T September

, , 3

June - . . o L 0 10

18 R S R,

25 : .o S S 24 Dave Glbson + 12
July S Cctober

2 I. McKechnie + 15 (Decca) 1

9 Phil Ingold .+ 20 : ' o -8 Jon Roberts +15..

16 MEMBERS W/B (Lamb Leer mee'b) _ 15 MEMBERS W/E (Rhlno Rift. meet)
23 TRAINING WEEKEND g . 22" Jonathan Austen + 11
bugust - - B : L

13
20
27

MEMBERS WEEKENDS are not shown in the booklngs llst unless reserved: for, a speclflcf
purpose eg & "home meet" or g club party or meeting. Guest booklngs are however .
onlyAaeeepted for-abqﬁt 5% of weekends.. . : .

THERE'S A THIEF ABOUT. '

Thefts from cars in the Gharterhouse area stlll contlnue. Last weekend outsxde .
GB & car was opened -end two plastic bags containing . changes of . clothlng and. a . .
watch vere removed from the back seat. So leave what you can back at the cottage‘_:
anyining left in the car.stands a better change if it is,out: of sight or in.the .
bdot. A few clothes may not be of mach- velue to the thlef, but that's of llttle:.'_,
con:oLatlon to you- when they ve gone... T : :

LOOSF ROCKS IN LONGUOOD AUGUST.

There are several blg 1oose rocks on the pltch in Great Chamber in Longwood, Lo
reports our correspondent Martin Rowe.  You are advised to avoid these by climbing: .
down to the left: of ithe waterfall (lodklng downstream) as far as poesible, and '
then crossing to the obvious ledge. ' It is not recommended to climb on the right
at the top of the waterfall which is the usual route,

Better etlll in dry condltlons usethfaroute via August to Sw1ng Pltch and Faul®
Chamhﬁr, or 1adder Great Chamber then ¢limb bhack up to Chrisimas Crawl.

When uhe "gardenlng" is complete and the 1oose rock removed, another notlce will
appear in the news]:et‘ter° - - . .

“oh.



SWILDONS NINE &Y 454h7198p - €T 4o . by Navtin Rows
MG officisl 6lub sieets. 86 ‘b0 be ili-Fated affeird,” 8o far in 1982, (1) the’
‘iedthér was too bad for Thrtpe Lohe irn Jamiaryj (2) only five people made Yorkshire
iy Pebruary; (3) no leader shovred up fof St Cuthberts in March; and in April no~
one kriew how ‘to find thé WWCC cottage.” (Rumour has it that “the ‘cottage had been

s0ld anyway.)

86 it was with trepidation that we tried to drum.up support for the May club trip =
Swildors Nine.- In March, I kdew a dozen of so who.wers interested. - But; one by
one, . they found they couldn't meke it after ‘all. . Thé excuses ranged from the
familiar "I haven't got. a. wet-suith. to the novel "I'm marrying John Miriam".  This.
latter excuse cropped up in differeht forms, such as "I!m going to John's wedding"
and "I'm not invited to John's wedding but if he hears I'm not caving he might ask
me", Bubt the most desperate excuse of all was "I am John Miriam". IR

By May 13th, the numbers were down to 2 - Jon Roberts, who had previously been:as
far as Swildons Six, and Martin Rowe, Swildon Four via Blue Pencil, Two others -
Mike Mintiam and JP Burch - said they would come as far as Swildons Three, but
wouldn't dive Three as they didn't have adequate gear.

On the day itself, -we were joined by the third person interested in going to Nine,
Tob Varley. The five of us arrived at Swildons at 11 otclock on Saturday, .to .
find it totally deserted. . Apparently, there was a big rescue practice in South -
Wales and the entire MRO had gone. "This is it", I thought, "the ideal excuse -
no MRO". But it was too late, Within minutes I had been bundled down to- Sump-.One
and soon I found myself face to face with Sump Two. Jon went first. After about
20 secs he signalled for Mike to follow, then JP. I stayed with Bob in Swildons
Two., After a few minutes, Mike and JP returned to tell us how exhilarating thé
experience was. I was slightly put off, though, by Mike getting tangled in the
hand-line as he emerged, so that each time he tried to stand up, the line

- . stretched,pulling him back.int¢ the 'sump. The. resulfing conversation vent-gome-

- thing. like  thias";.greabest experiencevof...glup glup...ny life...glup glupi.s
come on through...glup glup...". Vhile this:was going.on, JP asked another.member
of the party if he could borrow his face-mask, and was told "NoY, because "It had
to be specially made to fit my head". JP's reply was equally uncharitable.

After we had taken the weights from Mike and JP, Bob and I soon joined Jon in
Three. The.dive wag exhilarating.”:Apart from a few:.low.ridges in the roof,. the
sump was: spacious and took no: effoxt atzall. Confident that I could now dive 'long
. sumps, I plunged on into-sump 3. Slowly and gently I:pulled on the rope, and hit

a ridge-in the roof. . "N¢ problem";: I thought. Sump diving. was becoming :easy. -
However, 1 was: iaking itijust.a 1ittle stoo. calmly, and had in fact only gone

about 10! after a minute. So the next 25' tock through necessity only a few
geconds, and I burst into Swildons Four like a Polaris Missile, puffing and panting
for breath.

Soon Bob joined us and we continued to Sump Four. Thig was, I thought, The éasiest
sump. -Tight at first, it soon opened .out into .2 spacious passage before reaching
-Swildons . Five after about. 15'. . Progress was now rapid. We ducked between airbells
in "sump .5" = not a place to hang around in as it acts as -a sebttlement tank for
cowsh .~ and pressed on to.sump 6 bypass: 'This was about 350!. of :mostly crawling
passage, which led us to Swildons Seven, : Sumps 7 and 8 were bypassed,- and sudden-
1y we were at sump 9 - a rather evil locking Blackpool (sorry - black pool).

We ate a Mars.Bar, then turned round and headed back:.the way we had comes The trip
ott was uneventful, except for my getting "lost" between the airbells in 5, and
Bobie classic exit from sump:3., Jon dived 3 and:.walted for'me,~ Vhen I joined him
he vent on through 2, and I waited for Bob, who gave three pulls .on the. rope, and
I expected him to arrive after twenty seconds or so. I waited... and waited...

but no sign of Bob. I peered into the sump and couldn't see him. By now I was
concerned (it was Bob's round next at the Hunters). After a minute, I began to
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thlnk of 301n1ng Jon - well, what else could I do? Then all hell let loose. Bob's.

llght had fallen off & few feet’ 1nto the sump, and he couldn't gee. But he carrledlir

on, and just kept pulling on the rope. After 35! he was through, but he didn't
know it; and I couldn't see him., He kept fonlowlng the rope on the bottom of the
pool for ariother 10 or 151, accelerating all the time, so that when the rope left
the pool and went up the wall, Bob went up the wall too - ‘and fast., Just like a _
Tom and Jerry cartoon, he ‘shot up the wall, clawed his way along the ceiling, and
fell back down into:the pool next to me., After that, sump 2 was a piece of cake
and sump 1 - welI we didn't -even notice it.
The trlp is not as dangerous as’ eome would have you belleve. As long as you take
the sumpo_oautlously, and aré led “through by . somedne who's’ been through before;
Swildons Nire is a very pleasant trip. And ‘best of all - it's peaceful No
noviées or school parties to trip overx, exoept perhaps near the 20! ladder._ And ‘
even then, you can boast to them that you've "just been forxr a stroll to sump 9 and
back". TIt's great_fox your ego.

THE BEC” GET FVERYWHERE

'-""""rl o

An early stage of the current Falklands crisis was the takeover of South Georglu
by the Argentine, from its emall garrlson of Royal Maranes.' ‘During the fighting, -
the Marines shot ‘déwn an Argentlne hellcopter and demaged = oorvette. Some of them
then evaded capture for. several days,'and 1t was reported in the press that they
“hld in caves they had dug themselves“"

One of these Marlnes wag Rose Whlte of the BEC._ “He was back on Mbndlp at the end
of April with his story, and veceived o hero's weldome in the ‘back room of the -
Hunters. We understand Ross has now returned- to the South Atlentic. Iet us wish
him a second safe return home.

TRATNING OF JLROBATTONARY CAVERS.

©

Many of us have completed an MCG. erlnlng Trlp Report form at gome time or another,"
to allow.a probatlonary member to become ‘a full member, But have we ‘all stopped to
consider just what it means whén we sign that forn? On the face of it we are Bay-
ing that we have been on z caving trip with the applicant, and we are answering a
mumber of simple questions about his conduct on that trip. But is there more to it
than that? Let us look at the questlons on the form one by one. '

Was the applloant properly eqplpped? Gkay, he s wearlng g weteult but is that .
because that's what, he happened to have with him? * Does he oheok the severity of
the cave he's ‘going down and select his’ clothlng aocord1ng1y¢ Does he appreciate
that it's not just a questlon of comfort, but of his safety and poselbly the safety
of the reet of the party 1f he starts to feel cold? ' .

Could he’ tle a bowllne? Could he’ do it w1thout thlnklng, or was there some trlal o
end error invoved? Was it tight around hls waist, or was there moom for two in &
the loop? Does he know anything about the properties of different rope materidls
and constructions? . ,
Can he correctly rig a ladder° Could he do 1t in an avkward pOﬂltlon, ‘or under ‘
pressure in an emergency? Would he recognlse a damaged or hadly made’ 1adder if he h
saw one? . . :
Can he lifeline other members of the party° Evaryone can do that "But has he _
ever trled taking the strain of a falllng oaver on a 11fe11ne? What should he do
next, if the caver is unconsclous? ,
Can he give the standard whlstle slgnals? Does he know why they are neoessary, and
when to use them?
Can he repack ropes and’ ladders? .Has'he ever had to untangle ropee and'laddersj__‘
which were not correctly coiled? = ' | ' ' V
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bid - he show respect for conservatlon9 How do you know? Certaa,nlyy he dldn't smash |
any formatlons, but does he take care to’ ‘keep within tapes° Does he’ keep clear of
walls and roof whenever posslble, even where there are no tapes? Does he bring out
his sweel wrappers with him? Or does he make that curtain ring 11ke a bell, or
touch it to "see what it feels like"? Or light up. a clgarette in Bat Passage, ox

step over the tapes to "get a better 100L"° 0ne person dorng 1t won‘t make any
difference", I hear., [ .

Did he show proper regard for other members of the party? Does he ask the man
without the wetsuit if he's feeling cold? .Does he help the geriatric member who's
forgotten how to tie a bowllne, and show him how to do it? Ddes he share his Marg-
bar with the caver. who s too mean to’ buy his own? Or does he splagh people on

pitches "for a 1augh“° Or go ahead w1thout ensurlng ‘that the rest of the party 1s
close behind? - _ . 0 . :

Do you regard him without reservation as a satisfactory caver? Wonld jou trust him"'

unsupervised to rig a 100! pitch in difficult conditions with no obvious belay
points, and lifeline you up through a strong watertall? Would you. trust him to
take your child (/wife /girlfriend /grandmother) .on a caving trip ‘vithout you?
When you sign that form, you have a serious respon51b111ty Fo yourself, to the
applicaut, and to the club, Although you are answering nine lrttle questlons,

you should ask many more (not necessarlly the ‘random selegction given above =~

all of which you could.not possibly answer, and meny of; whlch were of course
written with tongue in cheek) - before you sign your name ~ before you even embark
en the training trip. J4nd you can ensure that the answers to 2ll the questlons on
the form are "yes" by giving advice and instruction to the applicant,. recommending

or loaning him books -and manuals, and camlng w1th h;m, adl 1n advance of the formal =~

"tralnlng trlp“ '

MCG RESCUE PRACTICE 1982

On 5th June, 22 MOG members were called out to rescue a‘caver injured in-an aceid=
ent in GB Cavern. He had fallen from the 20' ladder pitch leading to Ladder Dig, .
and was sufferlng with a broken leg below the ‘knee. In fact, he-had pretended to
fall, as’ thls was the MCG practlce reseue°'the flrst to be held by the club for

some years. A , . :

Brian Terry (rescue warden) had successfully eeaneé persuaded about 20 members to
come down to the cottage for a party - but unfortunately, the barrel failed to
materialise, and most people were quite sober on Saturday morning. At about 10.30,
David (the victim) and Brian led the way. into GB end‘down to' Ladder Dig, followed
by 20 or so other MCG members. At the bottom of the- pltch, David had his’ “aecld—
ent" and Brian produced an inflatable spllnt and a drag stretcher, As 20 was _
considered a rather large tesm, and to conserve resources, it was declded to spllt
the party into two teams. The first teesm would carry “thé vietim to the top of

the 40' waterfall pitch and there hand him over %o the second team, who would take .
him to the entrance, Members of the’ ‘resting team would bé- "on call“ 1n case ' o
greater numbers were needed at 2 partlcular obstacle., [‘;, '

Even though Main Chambexr is extremely spa01ousg it was found that trylng to walk
carrying e stretchér was difficult, and Progress was easier when the team stood "
5%ill and passed the victim forward. This wasg ‘especially so as soon as any sort ' -
of gradient was encountered. The pitch was soon reached, and the first mlstake:; N
was apparent: the rescue team had been g0 anOlVed in moving the victim that no-
one had thought to rig the pitch, The victim was dep051ted at “the bottom of the
pitch (well clear of falling stones), while Tony ¥nibbs arranged a hauling irope
and pulley, two guidlines which doubled as lifelines from above, and a guide line
from below. This all took about hr., After a quick bit of gardening to-clear

a loose boulder half-way up, the victim was carefully hauled up the pitch. With
Tony giving clear instructions from above, this move went very smoothly, and the
victim was handed over to the second team at 12.30pm.
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After the second team had also learnt that it vas easier to pass the victim to

the next person rather than ualklng with him, progress through the Main Chamber
and- up: the Gorge was reaeonably rapid. Two stops were necessary to adjust the
stretcher ropes, as the victim was gradually slipping down so that his legs were
hanging uwnsupported over the bottom end of the stretcher - very pelnful if the leg.
is broker. The chimney at the start of Mad Paeeage was rigged with a hauling rope
and pullev, a lifeline from above, .and three cavers for padding.  The victim was.
hauled up head first; taking cdre not to jam hlm too qulckly into; the narrow-bits
near the top of the chlmney. ;

The paeeegee from here onwards required a nev technique; in the narrow-sections, .
bearers would squat down on Elternete\sides of the passage and pasg the stretcher
across their laps. .When all the bearers.were past, the stretcher was lain on the
Floor,and everyone had to step over it, taking care not to tread on the victim or -
dr0p gtones on hig face. .

A similar technique to the chimney was used on the next climb,. but with the hauling
being done from above., At the letterbox into the entrance.series; the stret her
was lifted up to shoulder height and: "posted" with the aid. of a pulling rope intd
the slot, where two laps were waiting to act as padding. In. the narrowest part,

the pulling rope did all the work, though the vietim did "wriggle" .2” little to
reduce friction.

By now we were getting into the swing of things. However the remaining stretch

of passage to the entrance was about the most difficult so far to negotiate with

a stretcher, having a number of steep cascades and short pitches in rapid success-. -
ion,: + After & lot of hard work, and a tricky haul up the entrance pitchs the.

victim was at last returned to:the open air and released.from his straltaacket.

He stood up to put his boots on, and promptly fell over again, However he soon
recovered his balance, and we all returned to the. cottage with:a better feel for
the problems 1nvolved 1n a. rescue, : : : :

AND THE REAL THING MENDIP RESFUE ORGANISATION REPORT 128

Some af the lnoldents 1n whlch the MRO were 1nvolved durlng 1981 are summarlsed '
belows

LONGWOOD 14th Feb. A caver fell about &' in upstream galleries of the Augu'st
series, when unsound rock gave way. Luckily she was not badly burt, and was able
to leave the cave with the assistance .of the rest of her party, though the MRO
stood: by, - .

SWILDONS 5th Mar.w 4 perty was reported overdue, but 1t was not necessary for the
MRO to go underground. .

SWILDONS Sth Mar.. A party of ecoute was reported overdue at mldnlght but appeared
soon afterwards having underestimated the time their trip would take. .

READS CAVERN 13th. Mar. Two experlenced cavers did not return from exploration

at 8.30pm as expected. Rescue parties. were- alerted at 11, 20pm, and took a quirk
look round the cave, also nearby Rod's and Drunkard's. They found nothlng 80
carried out a more systematic search. The two were found at the lower end of Z-
alley, and brought safely up at 2.25am. They had lost their way, when their
lights had given trouble and failed., They huddled together to keep warm.

SWILDONS 11th July. A 37~year-old on his first trlp was returning from sump 1
when, spproaching the old grotto, he stumbled, fell headlong, and broke his right
leg. The MO was alerted at 2.15pm, and by 4.35 thay. had located the casualty,
plastered the leg, .and hauled the patient out to the surface..

B CAVERN.ist Sept. ﬁ scout party split into two groups, one gorng in via Mad
Passage, ths other via Devils Elbow. When the Devils Elbow group falled to
rendezvous in the CGorge, the leader of the first group went to the eurface, phoned
the MRO, then returned underground. On his way back in he met the missing party,
who had got lost and returned the way they came.

SINGING RIVER MINE 13th Sept. Two cavers who had not been into the system before
lost their way on the route back from Stinking Gulf. They were camping and had
left details of their trip on the Belfry board, so a search party was sent out and

ap
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'ace by 1’1 10pm“ _ ' ]

GOATCHURGH 14‘th Nova" A 35—yeai~—old scout leadetr on his way 'I:.o the Boulder Cham’oer .
'bbough‘h He wab tak:.hg the, easy - route, but. :Lnstead ook the: Coul: Chutés He fell .
oft the climb into the upper chamber and fractured nis ankle; - A rescue pa.rty soon
reached him and he was &trapped. up and haunled out in aboit- 45 minutes. In a letter
o:[‘ thatks to the MRO he sdid . the ‘morals of his accident werei "Never treat famJ.l:Lar
oe,ves with the. fam:.ln.arlty tha.t breeds con'bempt, always: 1ook before you’ 1ee.p, and
alweys obey the riles you ‘teaoh to others"..

SWILDONS 29th Nov. A police car called at the Belfry at 2, Z;Oam 'I;o say ‘bha‘b E)

caver had taken tliree yourg ladies caving. somewhere on Méndip, and had-not retuined .
when expected. Afteér checking all the likely spots;-a BEC party found: their-car

on Priddy Green, and as a search party was being organised - the missing party .
returned to the surface, ‘having lost their way in. the upper series. They had not
left details of which cave they were visiting, nor had the correct oa,llout procedure
'been used.

returned them se.fely to 'l;he i

Further de‘ta:.ls of the above :an:l.dents, e.nd deta,:l.ls of other mcz.den‘bs in whloh the _
MRO were :anolved during 1981, are in 'l:he MRO annual report, a. ooPy of wh:.ch is,
e.va.:.la.ble in the 11brary', - S ‘ T R :

BITS & PIECES

CH.&RTEBHOUSE PEBMTS are needed if you J.n'tend to v:LeJ.t any of the caves in the -
gharterhouse area (GIB, Longwood, Pynings etc).  If. you do not have a permit, .ask -
Greg Smith; who will give you one to last 'for 5 years. ‘Guest permits (at 25p ea,ch
for one week) a,re kept in Jche lectum at ‘the oottage. (Ensure they are-. slgned.) ‘

A TRATNING WEEHWD is be:l.’ng orgamsed on-24th- July, to allow members (espec:l.ally o
probationary, prospective, and rusty members) to practice ropevork, knotting,
ladderwork, climbing, lifelining, and any other relevant technigues. Saturday
morning will start with practlcal instruction at the oottage, followed by 1adder and
abseil practice, probably.at Spl:t.t Rook,. néar: Wellé, ;O Suhday theré will be a .
training 'I:r:.p underground. - Anyone interested in taklng part please contact Mart:l.n
Rowe at the Mawson Atms or at” 01-948—5342 (Home); 01—892-4433 (work), -to ‘givé him
en idea of numbers. o )

CbJaP"'I_’E‘sIIOUSE MANOR ‘have - eent usa list of dome of the edvan-bages 't;hey could offer
us as members, including ha.lf-pnce (£10) membership if 20 or more MCG members - -
join. . A copy of their letter is on the cottage: noticeboard along with membersh:.p s
application forms, Tho&e of ‘you who have not yet sampled their food; dr:mk, or <
cream 'beae should d.o 80, (Some adva.noe notlce 15 needed for meals.) e

ROC KSPORT IS CLOSED for' 'I:he 'bJ.me bemg, :E‘ollovung a: fiz:e on' 26th" May wh:.oh severely
damaged’ pd.r‘t of 'bhe shop e,'bmre Wells busg’ statlon. Though the fiY¥e was: ‘soon put. out,
there. was, extens:we damage due to smoke. We haven’% yet hea.rd when, or whether, :

the sh0p is reopen:n.ng. o 7"*‘ '_ * '

FLIGHTS OVER MENDIP still 1ook good for 24 / 25 July, with 7. /8 August ‘in reserve - -
in case.of bad wea.ther on the first date’l There has ‘beenn_a fair amount of inter- "
est so far - a.ny other prospeot:.ve aviators should contact Tan Mckechnle, who wJ.ll
prov:.de i‘ur‘bher de‘ta.a.ls and an upda'be :Lf 'l:nere are’ a.ny changes of plen. '

CAVE RE°CU'.E} COSTS - POSTSCRIPT © MrJohn Watson, MP for Sk:*.pton, who had sponsored
and latér withdrawn a bilil in Parliament to allow: the recovery of cave rescue costs, _
from the victims, wag taken caving recently by mem’oers of 'I:he CRO. _ It is u.nder-
stood the.t he” was re’burned safely to 'I:he surfaoe... s -
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PROGRESS IN UPPER FLOOD
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The recent "bangs" in Upper Flood appear to have cleared the present stal blockage,
and the passage onwards is now filled with med, with a small air gap above it.
There is, however, still a lot of spoil from the bang to be removed before the way
on can be attacked. So let's see you down there moving bags......

CHARTERHQUSE REPCRTS

CHARTERHQUSE CAVERN ig the name of the new cave reported in the last newsletter.
Located about 50 yds East of GB, itcomprises a tight entrance, and about 500! of
well—-decorated passage. Access is controlled by the Charterhouse Caving Committee,
and at a CCC meeting on 5th June fto discuss the cave, it was agreed that edch CGC
club will have one key and two named leaders ("trustees"), the key to be held
personally by one of the leaders, The maximum party size will be 4 (incl. 1eader)
The cave is open from 5th July, and our first leader is Tony Knibbs.

GB SHAKEHOLE was blocked recently on behalf of Bristol Waterworks; a large quantity
of earth and rubble was tipped down the hole to prevent unanthorised entry by this
route. However it seems that inadequate thought was given to finding the best
method of blocking the hole, as the rubble is now starting to appear in the Gorge,
adding %o the mud already washed down from the shakehole.

ACCESS TO GB CAVERN is controlled by UBSS on behalf of the CGCC, and MCG as a key-
holder is required to sign a copy of the agreement between UBSS-and CCC. This
agreement does not change any of the access arrangements for GB, but as a reminder
of the conditions of access, a copy is printed overleaf.

*T don't go into Dan-yr—-Ogof dressed like that" said Denise on seeing Martin's
"advertisement" for the South Wales meet.

11.



UNIVERSITY OF BRISTOL SPELAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY

G.B. CAVE ACCESS

Agreement between the U.B.35.8. (hereinafter called 'the Society' and the
Charterhouse Caving Committee (hereinafter called the 'C.C.C.').

JUNE 1932

1.  The Sceslety by sub-licence from the C.C.C. is responsible for controlling
access to G.B. Cave and for the maintenance of its cave tackle.

2. The Society will lock the cave with an Ingersoll lock and will issue on
loan keys to each Member Club of the C.C.C., to the Hon Secratary of C.C.C.
and to the M.R.0. The recipients will be responsible to the Society for its
keys and will bear the cost of their replacement.

3, In lieu of Tackle Fees the C.C.C. will pay to the Society the sum of £25
on Jamuary 1st of each year. The amount may be reviewed at each annual
meeting of the C.C.C.

L. Non-C.C.C. clubs may apply for a key to the responsible officer of one of
the C.C.C. clubs or to the Eon. Sec. of the C.C.C.

5. C.C.C. permits must be held by each member of the party going down
G.B. Cave.

6. Members of C.C.C., clubs, having the necessary contacts, will use their
influence on ‘rogue cavers' to dissuade them from interfering with the lock,

T In the event of abuse of keys the Society reserves the right to change
the lock, if necessary to another type. If they do this they will issue new
keys under TRule 2.

8. The Society will retain complete control of digging and exploration,
survey and publication rights.

9. The Society will each year send a copy of its audited accounts to the
C.C.C. and these will show the total income and expenditure for the year
on the G.B. Cave Tackle Account.

10. This asgreement may be revoked at any time by either party, with
reascnéble notice.

19. A copy of this agreement shall be signed by all the recipients of keys.

HNAME .4.‘3(’.&&.[.{.3.5;3...-.. ﬁ/&/@ \,4,/&/{_\/
3 wil‘{éﬁf‘:{.ﬁ[__éﬁf: . S

=
ADDRESS ™7 oo SIGNATURE OF U,B.S.5. SECRETARY
BYFLEET, SURREY, KT 7LT

s VENDIR, CAYING .GROUP DATE  susesnnoasnncsasnsssnnsns

e 5. Jlne. (A8

SIGNATURE {/&'@ . T W



THIS DEED OF COVENANT made the J.ovev.vvsavnoday of cvevinvenaen19

BETYWEEN
—t b At mna N R R T T A R B N I S I I N I N A B I I I}
O v e neasssoasanssesassnsecoetossssaasnsessosssssnstsasransnssnnens

( hereinafter called “"the Grantor' ) of the one part and
HERDIP CAVIIG GRCUF of Nordrach - on - Mendip, Somerset
(hereinafter called "the Benef{iciary") of the other part

WITNESSETH as follows :-

1. . " The Grzntor hereby covenants with the Beneficiary that
he will pay to the Beneficilary for @ period of ceven years from
the veveeineeerees-day O0f tvtiveaaaeeae. next or during his life
whichever period shall be the shorter such yearly sum as, after
deducting thercfroz incoime tex thercon at the standard rate for
the time being in force, will amount to the first
paynent to be made on the .....ucvveaeaday Of covevenenee.. mext
and subseguent payments on the 1st day of January in cach year

during the said period.

2. The Grontor further covenants with the Beneficiary that
he will on resuest dcliver to the Beneficiary a certificate or
certificateé in avppropriate form that the Grantor has deductied
incone tax at the said standard rate from all payments nade by
him hereunder during the last preceding fiscal year and the

atounts or total amount of the gross notionzl payments.

IN WITHESS whereof the Grantor haos hercunfc set Lis rand and s=al

the day and year first before written.

SIGHZD SEZALED ANDp DELIVERED
by the said

Sigl]ature JI......'.l.ll‘...ll'II'.‘.
in the presence of
Signature et eseterraarassreaseconeen

(viitnees)
Hane R R
Address a8 s 8 8 e ¢ asauds s ar
I!O.l..l‘ll.l.lvﬂl
'....-'..I.....I.
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