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MEND]P CAVING GROUP

Secretary:
Tony Knibbs, 23 Winern Glebe, By-fleet, Surrey.
tel (home) Byfleet 43875 (wdrk)’O1-546-771i-1’ ext 2199

Treasurer: .~‘..‘. -~ ‘ -

Arthur Spain, 57 G-uildford. ‘Road, Broadbridge heath,” ‘Horsham, Sussex~
tel (home) Horsham 64068 (work) Crawl~r 51~~2251 ext 63

Meet Secre’tary: ~.‘t . .. ,. . .

Greg Smith, 16 Nield Road, i~ay~s, MiddleSex.
tel (home) oi-848—332~.O . .

Cottage Warden’: “ . . . “‘ ‘~ . ‘- .

John Miriam, 18 Lorraine Court, Camborne Road, Sutton, Surrey.
tel (home) pl-643-7~87? (work) 01—736—1212 ext 3045

Tacklemaster: . . . . . .. ‘“ . ,. .‘ , ‘3-.’ , ‘

Phil Ingold, 31 Spring Lane’, Hemel Hempstead, Herts.’ ‘‘~“

tel (home) 0l~42-42029 . ,. ‘ ,,

Recorder
Jonathan Roberts, 17 Kent Wenue, 1test Ealing, London, W13 8BE
‘tel “(home) 01 ~-997--291 6 , ‘(Work) 01 —278—3825 ‘

Editor: ‘‘ ‘ ‘ -“‘ ‘H , ‘~

Ian McKechniè~’ 30 Bx~ittain Road, Hersham,’.Waltdn_c’n_ThameS~, Surrey.’
tel (home) Walton 28292 (work) Walton 28851 ext 2:12,’

CAVING ACCOMODATION is available at the MCG cottage on Mendip;
Nordrach Cottage, Charterhouse—on—~’[end.ip, Blagdon, Bristol, B518 6xw
The map reference is NCR 5147 5606 (os 1:50000 first series sheet 182).
Guest bookings should be made with the Cottage :.iarden.

WEEKLY MEETINGS are held every -Thursday at 8.3Opm at:
The Fox and Hounds and Mawson Arms, Chiswick Lane South, London, WI1.

NEXT NEWSLETTER is due on 16th December. Copy should’.reach the ]MitorHbefore’10th~
December to ensure inclusion. Late new~~’can normally be accepted up to’the public— H
ation date. ‘ ‘“‘ ‘ . -,H ~ ‘~

MCG MEET PR0GRAM1~

Meet ‘‘ “Leader Base
Nov 20 Agen Allwedd Jon Roberts Chelsea (Whitewalls)
Dec 18 Eastwater (Primrose Pot) ‘-Ian McKechnie MCG ~“ ‘~

Jan
Feb
Mar 19

AGEN MJLWEDD 20th Nov.: Afew places still pvailable. Contact Jon Roberts.

EASTWAT~R ‘(~RIMROSE POT) ‘is not as bad, I á’*’~told, ‘-as was”describêd’ last montha ‘An:
the ‘Old ‘cembers’of the club say they’ve been down there - don’t let them say that
you’re ‘sbttL Seriously, ‘though, it soundsH.Jike -‘ã’bbrner of’?~endip’’whiô’h’ shouldn’t
be missed—I’ll seeyou there. , ‘.3 ‘‘ ~‘ H

~tpyp~pq1~5 fdr’:1983 appears to be a’’~iablè proposition’as’ ani’MCG otèrseas meet. A
‘working party’’has’been áet ‘up to make provisional ‘plans~ find out’the-best ‘time to
go, and c o’-ordinatè the Club’ s knowledge àüd experience of ,the’ area. ‘Anyone inter-’
ested — speak’3to Ge’off’Barton or T’ony’Knibbs. ‘ ‘ 3 , ‘ fl” ‘‘H,’,

COVERPHOTOGRAPH: In-flabber~asm Oxbow,”Dan-yr-O’gof.’ (Ian’McKe’chnie)



)~SMBERSHIP A2PLtGATIO’~S have been acoe.pte’l from . -:~--

Richard Dominey, ~4 Chaflnell Close,.. Heston, Miclix. . .~ ;~:
Probationary — ihtroduaec1 4 Uàlcolz Cotter and Adrian tuckett.

Paddy Newman, 148b Westmount Road, Elti~a:,~, london, 8E9 IXY.
Probationnry — introduced by John Pa’toec and Joi Roberts

?etar Tuecan, Flat 18, Kervin~ton Liansidas, Trebovir Ro~ift, Earls Court, 3W5. -

Probationary — introduccd by Malcolm Cotter and Adria Duoket.t.

CON&1t4TUISATIONS to Anne arid Wayne Hisco’c, ott the birth of thei second daughter, May,.
on 9th November. . .. . .

CON&RATULATIONS also to Linda Yeats, (an kiCG member until la~t year) *kio is to marry
cave-diver Dave Morris. They are at present living in Skipton. .. .

THE LIBRARY LIST is now almost complete. This indexes all pubaieations held in the
MCg library at present, and wiil be updated from time to time through. the Newsletter.
Several copies of the list will be kept in the librar3i for reference. ~nyone ~who
would like a personal copy should contact Jon .~oberts - there will be a nominal charge
to defray costs.. ‘lease ask as--soon as possible if you want one, so that they can
all be copied together.

COTT&GE BOOKDTGS . .

November . february
20 5
27 Ealing College (12) 12 Paling College (12)

-- - -19- -

December 26 Kingston Poly (12)
Z. Bushey Ventures (12) . . . . . . . - . -.

11 Ian Parry -+6.. --. - March . .

18 Tastwater + Val’-s Barn Dance 5
25 12 Paling College (12) -

19 AC-M (members only)
January 26 -

I
8 Barnet C.&. (8) -~ April

-15 ~ -.-.. - :2 .

22 Kingston Poly (12) -. 9 . -

29 - 16

COTTAGE NEWS —

The NEW SOAKAV~AYbegan to take shape l.st weekend (6.11.82) with the ap~earance of a
JCB:on Saturday morning. This machine proceeded to dig a hole--about 1-5ft deep in . -

the ca~park in front- of,the oottage. After passing-through a layer of.rubble -front
the Mk..:i -cottage, and a layer of clay, :44:1’cac1~d solid rock, apparently dipping .. -

in a direction between the cottage and the field. - . - -, - . -

ill the rocks removed-by. the .JCB were. thrown back in over -the weekend, .~approximately
1/3 -filling the hole-.- When more rocks are in there, the plan is to cover this perme—
able- layer with -a membrane-such as heavy duty polythene before filling .with:.earth and
resurfacing the car-park. In parallel, a. oipe v-jill be needed to carry the water to
the soakaway.

In the meantime, we have a large hole in front of the cottage - take care not to park
your oar in it. We also have a very muddy oar—park, so more care than usual is needed
to avoid transferring this mud to the cottage floor, and in cleaning up after-the
weekend.
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C.~VJYG I~)TES

CHAflERHOUSE CAVE (see article on page ii) sl~ould begetting a gate on Saturday,’
27th. November; in preparation for opening the cave to general access. The work will’
involve a lo~ ui’ concrete mlicing ~.nd pouring, which mustall be done .in’one session,
so as many peop2.s as possible are needed. If y~iu cen be there that weekend to assist,
contact Tim Large or Gl~ Bolt in the Hunters on the Friday evening.

MCG SONG ADDENDUM . . .‘

It didn’t take long for. Simon Knight to point out that a verse was missing’ from the
version of the ?ICG Song, printed ‘in the last issue of the’Newsletter. So to put ‘the
record straight, our roving reporter primed one of the “Older Members” with the
customary pint, and this is what came out:

Now someone said that once he saw us caving.
But-who it was,’ wereafly can’t agree.
And whenyiecatchthat,lout, ~ ;~u• ~ .rnrf fl~”~* ,.~ i..’~ t

We’]l sort the bugger out,
For our drinking réputatLon is worth saving.

CHORUS: The, REC,~ .the Wessex, and the Shepton
Can crawl up their amalgamated rectum.

RECORDER’S REVThHS

Bristol Exploration Club Caving reports’ .

No.13 St Cuthberts Repo~s:., Part G - Cerberus and Maypole Series, Oct1982’
Part I — September Series, Oct.1982.

After getting everywhere, you have to describe everything. This at any rate is an
absolute. .for St Cuthbert’s Swallet, the BEC’s underground feifdom. They have even
had to resort to London Undrrground - style diagrams, to render the complex of pass
ages intelligible to the uninitiated. So the absence of a ‘Minoteur ~iIaze’ is the m0re
surprising — is this an as yet undiscovered.series under the Shepton hut,, one wonders?
The inevitable ‘Rabbit Warren’ makes a showing, though. The passageways are being
dissected series by series, and parts G and I have now broken cover. Standard format’

a description, followed by notes on the survey, references, acknowledgements,
photographs, and finally the surveys themselves. A further eight parts have yet to
materialise. And in due course, ‘no doubt we can expect Belfry Publishing to produce
the book, the film, the serialised television rights, St. Cuthbert’smemorabilia....
This one will run and run. :‘. ‘ , . .

Cambrian Caving ‘Council. iRed Dragon’ Annual Journal No.9 1982-83, Sept’ 1982.

Another ‘ entertaining and ‘instructive pot-porn-ri from Frank ‘Baguley, Cambrian CC’:
st~cr~tary. ..~ Tracts include funding and, planning :~°~ expeditions, cave access and.~.:....,..
conservation, South Thmbrokeshare Coast caves (I thought it was Dyfed now), bats and
the Law and the implications of the valdJife and countryside act 1981, water tracing
results in the Upper Rhymney Valley, Doctor’in, a cave (a~i’histozical pe~spective of
the Tiendip Rescue Organisation by a participating dpctor), and - for the incurably.
curious - a’ verbatim account of the Coroner’s inqu~t and af±ermath~’folIowiñ~’ a
recent death .at’Porth-yr—Ogof. Yell worth reading,. all, 106 ,pagQs.... ‘ . ~, ~:

Grosvenor Caving Club ‘newsletter No I Summer 1982

This up and coming (or do I mean down and going places) offshoot from the North Wales
Caving Club visited Mendip in April, and then and there exchanged their first’Occas_
ional Publication. The first formal newsletter has now arrived, and displays a wealth
of underground activity, with wide-ranging explorations of caves and mines in North
‘Vales and the North of England, and no fewer than 16 digs in various stages of devel
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opment.~ r~d.:the EWCC have written an inevitably libellous club song about them, to
the~tune~of Aurelia. The dimensions of one of their cave digs can be judged from its
name: Ogof Noeth— Naked Cave.

Westminster_Speleo Group hews letter.

W3c- N/L 27, 3.82: The usual club news, the Westminster cartoon character SPLOD
(p.-3rsonally I think our Bob Speleo is a much more likely individual)~ and á.review
of CR0 callouts in the North of England during 1 980 including no fewer than 11 animal
calloi.its.— !rhey.evinoe great-.concer~i for the four-Ie~ged resciiees,- and -re—publish an
earlier and ciearly.uridudcessfui appeal to sheep-to jam a recogni&ë& -caving club~
rather than undertake- such •perilous pastimes on--their own. -

~‘SG N/L 28, ???: T~VER RECEIVED - any chance, ~SG?

WSC- N/L 29, :~ay 82: SPLOD again, and an extensIve commentary bntheir resOuepractice
at Ogof Foel Fawr in March this year. (No sheep took paz~t.)

WS@ N/L 30, July 82: 5—00. Mendip News~ And avisi-t-to Langcliffevia-Oddihire Pot.

WSG NIL 31, Sept 82: One memorable item - Ogof I-Iesp Alyn is~:?~a shit hole; and the
only place to wash off afterwards is a near~y sewage.~pt.o6essiiig.-jil&nt’!.

HALF IvIARATHON (Mo~ MCC- MASOCHISM) by Ray .:~om~i ton .

On 6th November, Derek Walsh, Bryan Pittman, iack Lovell, Paddy Newman, Roy Itempaton
and Chris Keläey found anew wa~ to get out ofcavmn Thetièt~ off -just-after-noon,
heading down to Charterhouse Velvet Bottom, Priddy Hill, Priddy, the Hunters Lodge,
and back to the cottage - an uphill course with wind against the whole way.

....-.. ,....- V. ~ . •.-

The three keen or~es (CK, -RK vii) U~ade an early bróak, but coul~ not- get away from the
“oldies”, however a few hills soon gave them a ~Om lead Tins gradually increased
until in the end the three “young Ones” finished togéther-inH 8k. minutes, clOsely.
followed the other “young one’ DW Youngster Mick made an early diversion with shoe
problems, and. young Bryan was still at the hunters 14- hours after everyone else had
finithed.~ . .--- ~ ....~ . .

EQUIPrNT REV~W:~. A :DYN~M0. TORCH AS E~RGENCY LICflTING . -~i Ian Mckechnie

Browsing one lunch-time in a Milletts store, an item described as a “Dynamo Flash
light” caught my eye. A label on the box proclaimed the following features:

“Neither dry batteries nor storage cells required as electricity is generated by
squeezing the grip lever.

“A lock on the top makes it more easy to carry in-the pooket, and it is handy to use
in an eme~genoy. -. . . .

!‘Shockprocf and water-repellent case. — ~. - . .-- ..

“(Never throw against.the ground or intentionally soak in,water.)~I.
With such a testimonial, what cOuld I do but bay one? .

As sOon as I got home,. I shut myself in the wardrobe to try out the new-purchase. It
sat comfortably in the hand, and was fitted with a wrist lanyard tb reduce the danger
of dropping it. WI en the handle was squeezed, the light output was good and the fly
wheel kept the light there for 1—2 seconds. Repeated squeezing gave continuous light;
hut how long would it last before the hand was too tired? And what could I use it for
anyway?. There was one way-to -find an answer to. both -these ~ue≤tioxi~ --.~ry it out:
.under~round. . . .. - - ~. - - . .~

(-continued bottom of-page 9.) -. . -
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AN DTflm)UCTION TO SINGLE. ROPE TECINIQUFS by Neil Hutchinson.

Most of you reading this will hav~ some idea of what is involved in SET. However,
I ‘in sure many members have dismissed it as an area t:hioh’ is definitely not: for them1
This is fair enoughe SET is not everyone’s cup of tea, out all too often tins
decision is made on the basis of some common .‘4sconceptions.

It is.my intention in this article to run through .~ome of these misconceptions, trying
té give a better all-round view of SilT and its pro’ s and conts , as they apply to the
average caver, In so dcing,. I hope to possibly convert a few of you to taking an
active interest in this area of the sport. -

Firstly, let me make it clear that I am not advocating the complete abolitiozi of’-”.
ladders underground. There are many situations where a ladder provides ‘the quickest
and easiest method of descent, particularly on short, awkward pitches.. Indeed, there -

are few, if any, pitches in this country which can’t be.olimbed usirig.conventional
ladder techniques, and SET should never, in.my opinion, be ussd simply as a substit
ute for poor ladder technique, On the other hand, SET does provide a most attractive
alternative to using a ladder, and can make a 150’ plus pitch a joy to climb rather
than purely a mç~añs of getting from ~ to B. SRT of course cornea into its own on the
Cqntinent., where 300’ plus pitches are common~)lace;. to anyone: considering caving
abroad, the necessity of a good S’~T technique should be obvious.

So, what puts cavers off SRT? Let me-now run through a few -of the.common~arguments.
nut forward by the anti_SET camp, and try and dasoel a few myths.

frequently heard argument is that ‘ladder is safer’ - tins as in fact not true,
given that both ladder and rope are.rigged by competent cav’ers,.’a rope:will almost
always be safer. The key to this statement lies in what we understand by.safety; most
people will just take into acoou~t the ‘slightly highor breaking strain of a wire
ladder and conclude that. it must be safer. However, with the very high b±’eaking
strain çf modern’ SW]? rope, there, are other factors which become. far more imp’ortftnt.
For instance - a ladder.will be belayed at one point only, wherøas.a rope’ will, be
belayed at at least 3 points at the head of a. pitch, and often will be rebelayed at
intervals down the ~haft.

The addition of a lifeline means that we may often be tempted to use substandard.
belay points for a ladder because of an. ithplied. increase in safety-factor from the
ektra rope Again, the actual safety of a life-line can itself be questioned, as
this depends on the state of the chosen belay,- and the strength and alertness’of the-
person ‘in charge of the. lifeline.. How.’many,of us have actually held a fall off, a
ladder9 It is my suggestion therefore that ladders, and in particular lifelines,
present a climber with a very ‘false sense of security, and are only psychologically
safer than a singl’3 rope. . ---. .. . , . ~. ...,~

Another frequently heard argument is that’ ‘ladders are quicker to rig and climb’.
?ihile this may be true on short pitches with an optimum number in the party, on a
long pitch with a larger party,, the extra time taken coupling together ladders and’
rigging lifelines will often greatly exceed.the time t~ken’.to search for ~aseful rote
belays. ,~.s for climbing, ona big pitch a single rope win win ‘hands down’, especi
ally Where the rope is belayad at interva].s down the pitch —‘it then becomes possible
to have two or three on the rope at once. Also, because climbing and descending are
individual procedures with a single rope, there are no great communication problems -

how many times have you stood at the bottom of a large, wet, pitch, freezing to death,
and flying to sort out a tangled lifeline stuck halfway up.

The above two points are probably the most important and widely voiced in dismissing
SET, however there are other factors to be taken into, consideration, not the least of
which is the cost. .

There is no arguing this point — SR’~’. equipment is .not, cheap.. However I don’t think
it is quite as expetisive as many cavers believe The main expense an a systam is the
cost ,of ascenders and descenders (about £10 - £15 each). .Together with harnesses,’
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slings, and krabs, this puts the cost of a complete ‘sit—stand’ system at around £50,
and of a rope—walking system at around £60. These prices are for a complete system,
most cavers*ill •a].readSr have a certain number of krabs and tapes, many will posess a
sit—harness and descender. This will of course reduce the cost quite considerably,
often leaving just ascenders and n. few bits~na pieces to be purchased - an outlay of
£~5 to £30.

Altthcugh a. certain amount of ingenuity can be used. in putting together a cheap SRT
rig, there is a’ very thin line between saving money and using dangerous and inadequate
equipment. Suspended 100’ up a pitch is no time to wish you had spent those extra few
pounds on the correct gear.

Another point in favour of SRT i’s the reduced amount of tackle needed to rig a cave;
One.person can comfortably carry enough rope to rig a 300’ pitch; to do that with
ladder would require a large wheelbarrow and an inexhaustible supply of mars-bars.
This means, that smaller parties can easily tackle large systems with much verticial
work, thus making the whole process of moving through the cave quicker, steadier, and
more enjoyable. .

Perhaps the most attractive feature of SRT is that given good technique, it. can make
the climbing of very long pitches not only possible, but rather pleasant. When using
a rope—walking system, the oaver is kept upright all the time, and all the power comes
from the legs, the ~rps not 1being used at all. In ,us-i~ng thssit-stauid.method;~thq’r
caver is alternat~ly”sitt±ni and standing; this~théáns”±or’ one”half “of” each’ bycI6 the
caver is sitting suspended from his sit-harness, and so ‘resting. So’ it can be seen’
that the very nature of SRT makes climbing a far less, exhausting process. However
just as ‘in ladder climbing technique is all-important’,’ so it is’ inSRT; otherwise you
will arrive at’ the’ top of a ‘100’ pitch feeling as, though you have just run .a marathon.

One last’ point that is important to remember; SRT is a very ~erspna]. technique; when
you are vn a pitch, it’ is your skill in using the’ equipment that counts,’” as there is
no—one to give you a ‘halping ‘tug’ if you start flound~ering. For this reason, if fez.
no other, SRT can not and should not be used as a club’ technique; here I think ladders
will always reign supreme. SRT is very much up to the individual or group of mdiv
idua].s within the club.

Unfortunately, Mendip is not exactly abounding with caves where’SRT can be used. Eut
Nendip can provide a good ‘training ground for more ambitious trips ,to Yorkshire, It’
would be nice to think that aá a club we’ could ‘organise well-attended SRT weekend~ at
regular intervals. Of course, the logical ~extension of this would be an annual trip
abroad, and maybe even a regula± ‘expedition to mOre far~flung and less frequented
areas. .,Rs a club of significant (and still growing) numbers I’think we should be
seriously considering such ‘things, and as ‘caving abroad requires a use of SRT, it is
up to us, the members, to start generating interest ~and building up the required
skills.

If there is enough interest, I’propose’to try and organisé’an’S’RT trial weekend on
Mendip where members already using SRT can give, anyone interested ‘the chance to try
out different systems on the surface. You can then see for yourself what SRT
involves. If anyone interested would approach the (Neil Hutchinson), I will ‘try and
sort out a weekend convenient to all. “ .

wr~~~ - POSTSCEL’T by Geoff Barton

I am remThdrd by the editor that the Sunday visit to Knotlow Mines has not yet ‘ ‘

achieved the, distinction of being recorded in the newsletter,’and idle promises to do
this some time in the future, and some threats, have resulted in the story finally
being told.

The August’ issue .tells’ of the many hours spent discussing the finer points of caving
in the pub, and the long hours of physical exertion at the Orpheus cottage with a
barrel. The ~party was thus reduced’ to 7 MCG when a late ‘start was made on the Sunday,
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the other three having decided to continue as. they had started and to spend the after—
noon in a pub at Hartington. (It’,s alllies, says the editor.) After obtainiyag a
large (8 inch) key to the mine we set off and soon had a ladder down the lOft entrance
via the climbing ‘pitch into the main system. As we were a largeish (ic) group, we
split into two, and the first group set off to ladder th’c next two pitches. Unfortun
ately, JP discovered that the ladder on the final waterfall pitch was too short, and
a change of plan was called for. They decided, to explore the Bung series, and started
crawling into various c otters of the intermediate chambers in what turned out to be an
unsuccessful attempt •at locating the entrance. The second party decided to sacrifice
a lifeline and remove a laddet from the second pitch, and they were soon down the
waterfall pitch to the bottom of a l7Oft mine—shaft where light Was just visible
through the cover ‘above.~ The way on led down a long ‘coffin’ level which is shaped to
permit passage only when the upper body is bent to the horizontal. ~7hen the Cecond
party, led by Qordon L-ister, reached the ,end of this, by then a crawl in water; the
way on was mysteriously blocked by what appeared’to be a roof—fall, and some plaintive
cries were soon followed by hearty cursing.

The end of the system’ was reached by going down to Crimbo Swallov, where teat care
was needed not’to distu3’b the ‘deads’ which had been stacked by the miners and looked
a~ though a loud noise,might dislodge them. The return journey was enlivened by a
s*im in a large pool which had contained a puin~ing engine; and the presence of a
large’ quantity of yellow flowers which the errant pub party had thoughtfully thrown
down the main shaft .

The mines were a: fine conclusion to an e*citing Weekend, and we look forward to organ-
iCing another trip to Derbyshire in 1983.

ASSAULT ON RHINO RIFT - P Horror Story . by Mike Bygrave

The lure of a.couple of barrels ‘was enough to ensure good attendance at the HY&M,
and the following evening’s hearty drinking session lulled many members into a false
sense of security -little did they know what was to befall them on the following day.
And next-morning, stillin an alcoholic haze, a trip to Rhino Rift sounded like a
pleasant, enough excursion and an excellent excuse to avoid another day’ s digging in
Upper Flood.. Even “a-hundred-feet-of-ladder” (said quickly) didn’t sound too daunting
- little more distance than from~ .the~~gents.to the bar at the Hunters.

So in.due course, a paz’ty often set off merrily down the Longwood- Valley to the Rift
entrance. (°arty comprised John Miriam, Tony Knibbs, Neil Hutchinson,-.Ian Mckechnie,
Roy Kempston, Mike Bygrave,÷L,. ;tho left early.) The short passage to the first pitch
w~s easy enough, and it was not long before’ the first pitch was being rigged~

In the meantime, some of the party perused the pretties in a small adjacent chamber
while others wrestled with each other, in the adjoining cramped passage. . After ‘about
j hour all (well, most) of the possibilities of self—entertainment had been exhausted,
and these intrepid cavers sat down to wait for the rigging., of the pitch to be final
ised. ‘Vith the prospect of more long waits while the rest of the party climbed the
pitches, it was not long before 4 of the party disappeared to find a better way to
spend the afternoon.

The more steadfast members lingered on, fighting the tertiary stages of exposure, until
at last the ls4der disappeared over the edge, and the gaping, ~tto.mless pit was .ready
to accept its first meal of the .aay. -TX was first to venture: down, and the rhythmic
chink-chink of the ladder against the rock could be heard slowly dying away as he
made his lonely descent. After about -5 minutes, there was a pregnant silence, follow~
ed by a muffled cry of “Oh, bugger~”. “YThat’s the matter, Tony?.”, shouted JM, “The
bloody ladder’s 5ft too short:t, came the reply. Fortunately this minor hitch was
easily overcome by swinging. across on the ladder to an adjacent outcrop, and soon Tony
was joined by 2 other speleomaniacs.

Which brings me to my turk, As I slithered down the passageway to take my place on
the ladder, I began to apPreciate the geometry of exercise and the janic-inducing
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dimensions. A~s I peered over the edge of the pitch, I could see the lamps of those
who had already made the descent, moving around like minute glow—worms at the end of
an extremely long •test~tube. The ladder seemed to taper away into infinity - never
have I seer such along—locking hundred feet.

Just so as not to make things too. easy, the ladder was positioned so that one had to,
spider—man style, traverse, about 6Y of the mouth of the pot before arriving at its
uppermost rungs. But once on the way don there was no technical difficulty - the
ladder hung freely in places, and in others draped over ledges and outcrops. The
major difficulty - in my ca~e - was physical exhaustion, and this became more and
more pronounced over the last 5Oft. Pain in the various arm muscles ranged from dis
comfort at 45ft to the threshold of unconsciousness at 99ft. After this they complet
ely siezed up, and 111 had to rush over and prize me off the ladder. It was not until
about 10 minutes later that I was able to get.rny arms out of their ladder-clutching
posit ion,

In the meantime, the rest of the party had. been preparing, the next pitch of about 50
feet. Enthusiasm, among some members, had bc-en slightly dampened by the first pitch,
but everyone except me (blush) Irrent down. r.thile they grunted and groaned, their way
to the next ledge, I busied myself trying to coax the blood back into my arms and
generally pre,~iarihg myself for the trip back to the surface. It was also my task to
life—line the last caver down to the unstable, sloping ledge at the foot of the next
pitch. This was in fact as far as the party went; it appeared that there had been a
fall since the last visit, and it was decided not to risk the third pitch without
more thought, and possibly a new r-awlbolt.

TK was the first to come back up the second pitch, and in so doing put himself at the
mercy of my spasmodic lifelining. My arms were still working slowly, and he appeared
over the edge pulling a loop f loose rope behind him.

The climb back up the long pitch was considerably easier than the descent, as most of
the strain was now on the legs. However, the arm muscles once again began to give
trouble just as the too of the ladder ap;eared through the swirling mist. I would
profribly hmve remained ma position 2Oft from the top of the pitch for several hours
were it not for the assistance of the life-liner, who aimoàt yanked me off the rungs
every time I tried to slow the pace. Several grunts, arghh’s, & groans laterI was
one rung from the top and almost delerious with schemes for lift systems and other
labour-saving devices flashing through my head. The effort required to scale the last
rung seemed greater than all the other rungs put together; but with a little concent
ration I was soon picking my way across the mouth of the pitch to the safety and relax
ation of the ledge. Here Iwas able to lie back and allow the arms to unwind while
listening to the soothing sounds of the cave, like the trickling of water ever calcite~
and the pain-related noises of RK as he took his turn on the ladder.

ks in the aftermath of most caving trips, it was a joy to be back in the upon air
afterwards. In this case, I’r&in no hurry to tr~ another lOOft ladder; at least, not
without a little more ladder practice, .

CfJq~ipment Review - continued from page 5)

“hen first demonstrated to the assembled masses in the CG cottage, the new toy
excited an attempt to blow the bulb by Dumping as hard -as possible., and seteral
comments of “it’ll make you blind, you know”. Not discouraged, the next day found me’
in the Gorge of GB with three unsuspecting assistants, having äonvinced. them that
an erperiment on the way to the surface wou].d be a good idea, we all turned~ our lights
off, and I started squeezing the torch.

The first obstacle was the l5ft chimney at the foot of ~ud Passage. I stood at the
bottom to light the way for each of the others in turn, then climbed myself, just
providing an occasional burst of light to find the next handhold. The wrist lanyard
on the torch made climbing relatively: easy, as I could use both hands, and retrieve
the torch when I wanted light. .‘
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On the straight sections of passage, I walked in third position, which gave enough
light for the two in front and one behind. By these means, we reached the surface
in a little more time than it normally takes. ~Te did get some strange looks from a
party we met on their ‘~‘-ay in, but they made no comment (There will probably be a
letter in the next issue of ‘Descent” about novice cavers going underground without
proper lights.)

The lamp seemed to perform well, and the expected sore hand did not happen. Although
it only leaves one free hand when it’s in use, it’s lighter and smaller than a carbide
lamp and is certainly worth considering as a spare lamp for emergency use.

It was made by YI~KO and is available at Greenfields or Milletts for about £2.25.

BRITISH C&VE—DIVThTG DEPTH ~CORD

~Lartyn Farr swam to a depth of 200 ft in Wookey Hole at the end of October. He was
stopped by silted—up passage.

FREE GIFT WITH_THIS ISSUE

The rest of this page is entirely free for you to do whatever you want with. For
example, you could use it to write an article or letter on, and hand it to the Editor
for inclusion in the next newsletter....

10.



CHA~ERHOUSE CAVE

Jon Rtherts has added the provisional plan of Charterhouse Cave to the GB survey
in the map cabinet, following pitlication of Alison and Pete Moody’s plan in
Caves & Caving No.17. The Caves & Caving article refers to the proximity of the
cave to GB ~— Chiaroscuro Passage in Chartextiouse is 5m from Doi±le Passage on the
GB Devil’s Elbow route, and the Charterhouse stream vanishes only 1Cm from an inlet
in GB. Water tracing has not yet shown whether this is the same stream, and prev
ious tests have indicated no stream connection between Chartethouse and GB.

Superimposition of one plan upon the other (see enclosed sketch) shows that
Charterhoase Cave’s terminal choke, where the stream vanishes, is wider Great
Swallet (a major surface depression on the GB map). The main GB passageway follows
the northern side of the. Swallet and turns sharp ri~t here, on the final corner
heading downstream befbre The Bridge, while Charterhouse Cave currently finishes on
the eastern side of the Swallet. So the GB inlet stream could be surface water
entering at this point, and, subject to further water tracing, there remains the
exciting possibility of a major extension to Charterhouse Cave beyond the Swallet,
parallel to GB, providing the Wessex (not least Alison and Pete) can safely negot
iate the choke caused by the surface collapse. At least the eastern wall of the
Swallet should offer some stability

Devil’s
Elbow

Entrance

Doable
Chiaros curo

Mud

The

Charterhouse
Cave

Sketch showing approximate
location of Charterhouse Cave
to G.B. Cavern.

Cave
terminal choke

(Based on Wessex and UBSS plans.)

Great Hei~ts in each cave are roughly
Swallet comparable.Plan scale approx. 3~ cm to 30 m.



MENDIP CAVING GROUP.,

PATRON: THE MARQUESS OF BATH

MINUTES OF THE HALF YEARLY GENERAL ~ETING, 1982

HELD AT NORDRACI-{ COTTAGE, CHARTERHOUSE-ON-MENTJIP

ON SATURDAY OCTOBER 16TH

The meeting opened at 3.30 pm and finished at 5.05 pm.

CHAIRMAN: Bryan Terry.

ATThNDANCE: 25 full members, 7 probationary and associate members, and 3 guests.

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: were received from Pete Mathews, Bernard Reeves, and
Pete Spain. Apologies for late arrival were received from Greg Smith.

2 MINUTES OF THE 1982 A.G.M: were agreed and signed. (Proposed by Tony ICnibbs,
seconded by Ian McKechnie.)

3 MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES: None.

4a COMMITTEE OFFICERS’ REPORTS: The repofls from the Hon. Secretary, Treasurer,
Sditor, and Recorder had been circulated in advance, with newsletter no.156.

Hon. Cottage Warden - John MirCam
With the gradual increase in the GroupTs membership has come a greater and

more realistic use of the cottage. Cottage income has been derived fairly
equally from members and guests aj.ike and is currently providing a moderate
surplus for maintenance, improvem~nts, winter heating bills, etc.

The system of accepting two large group bookings per month is working well.
In fact, on this basis, I have had to refuse some requests for accommodation.
We are now fully booked to mid-January and have bookings extending into
March 1983.

Since the ACM various improvements to the cottage have been completed
including the tiling of the first floor and the installation of a gas cooker.
An improved charging facility is now almost complete. Three electric storage
heaters are in position, wired up and awaiting connection to an off-peak supply.
Two heaters are positioned in the lounge and one on the first floor landing.
It is proposed to get these functioning first and then add off-peak water
heating and bar heaters in the changing room. The bar heaters will automatic
ally operate at off-peak times, but will also be available for day time use.
In conjunction with this heating, it is also proposed to improve the permanent
ventilation in the shower area.

The major problem arising out of cottage use has been the amount of effluent
produced. This has reached peak levels of about 1000 gallons per week during
the summer. The cesspit thus requires emptying on a four-to-five week basis
costing £20 a time. Various intermediate solutions to this problem have been
proposed, but I believe that the only real solution is to dig a large overflow
soakaway. This soakaway would be on our land and just opposite the changing
room. It would be dug with mechanical aid, but the connecting trench would have
to be dug by hand to avoid damage to the electricity cable and existing pipe-
work. This would be at a total cost of perhaps £200.

Work on the proposed cottage extension has been shelved uttil the cesspit
work is complete.

I.. .Hon. Tacklemaster
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Hon. Tacklemaster - Phil Ingold
“Not-much seems to have happened.”

Hon. Meet Secretary — Greg Smith
- no report received

4b MATTERS ARISING FROM COMMITTEE OFFICERS’ REPORTS:
Hon. Treasurer

Arthur Spain reported the latest financial position: current account £297.97,
deposit account £2962.71, special account £1012. The funds had not changed
significantly since last year. -

Hon. Cottage Warden
Steve Taylor suggested two additional shower heads should be fitted.

Bryan Pittman asked the committee to give consideration to improving the back
porch, to provide greater weather protection.

Due to the meet programme and bank holidays • members only weekends had been
poorly attended. The custom of reserving the first and third weekends in the
month had therefore been stopped. At least two weekends every month were however
always kept free of guest party bookings — with cottage bookings for the next
four months published in the newsletter — while weekend events organised by
individual members were proving successful. Members agreed that the cottage
booking scheme was working well.

Hon. Tacklemaster
Several members observed that the recent Yorkshire week had denuded the

cottage of tackle for local Mendip caving during that period. Phil Ingold said
he would supplement the tackle before the 1983 ACM, buying 300 feet of rope and
up to 200 feet of ladder. If anyone else wanted to purchase rope, at a discount,
they should let him know soon before he put his order in. He would investigate
ways of identifying MCG ladders clearly.

Hon. Meet Secretary
It was agreed, in Greg Smith’s absence, that most meets had worked reasonably

well this year, though the non-organisation of the St. Cuthberts trip was
criticised. -

Replying to Bryan Pittman, Tony Knibbs said that a 1983 membership card/meet
programme would be printed, and that it was hoped to run at least one foreign
visit in 1983. On a show of hands , the Pyrenees via County Clare seemed the most
promising

Members objected to the way people had been arbitrarily selected to be in
charge of 1982 meets, and hoped Greg Smith would consult in advance of 1983’s
programme.

Hon. Recorder
Members v~ere asked to advise the Recorder which cave surieys they needed were

lacking from the library - he would then endeavour to acquire them. -

The meeting agreed to allocate up to £150 for a set of 6” maps of Mendip —

geological maps where available. (Proposed by Simon Knight, seconded by Joan Goddard)

Jonathan Roberts reported that the offer of a set of Wessex Journals had fallen
through; members felt that further exchanges and photocopying was a better way of
obtaining a set of Belfry Bulletins than the cash offer made by Tony Oldham.
Several members offered to help with photocopying.

5 MCG JOURNAL No.7 PROGRESS REPORT: Bryan Pittman reported that some articles had
come forward in recent weeks, and a 1982 Journal was still possible. All material
was required by the end of November, at the latest.

/. ..6 P1CC 30th
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6 MCG 30th ANNIVERSARY: Members were asked for ideas to celebrate the Group’s
thirtieth anniversary, which was towards the end of 1983. The meeting agreed to
Malcolm Cotter’s suggestions for a ‘1953’ caving trip down Swildons; and a party.
(Proposed by Tony Knibbs , seconded by Arthur Spain.) “I reckon we ought to put
some flags across Cheddar Gorge”, commented Joan Goddard. Jonathan Roberts said
a 30th anniversary publication was under way — celebratory and historical items
will be very welcome.

7 ANY OTHER BUSINESS

Half yearly meetings
Simon Knight proposed the HYGM be abolished — he would much rather spend the

time caving. Jonathan Roberts replied that last year members had been concerned
about Group and cottage funds and had felt that at least one further HYGM was
ncccssary,, in case there was a financial problem. Tony Knibbs suggested that a
less formal meeting would be useful — a mid-year forum — so that members could
discuss whatever topics were thought relevant. Members agreed to Tony Knibbs’
proposal that “the HYGM be organised on an informal basis to enable members and
committee members to comment on current activity only”.

‘Dnj meetin~
There was general approval for having a ‘dry’ general meeting, to help the

transaction of club business.

Covenants
Arthur Spain urged members to fill in covenant forms if they had not done so

already — this cost nothing but gained income for the Group.

November party
A bonfire party would be held on Saturday November 6th at the cottage.

Members present that weekend would be charged a levy (perhaps £2) to cover the
cost of fireworks and food.

8 DATE AND VENUE OF 1983 A.G.M. AND DINNER: The AGM will be held on Saturday
March 19th 1983 at Nordrach Cottage, followed by the Annual Dinner at The Star
Hotel, Wells. -




