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BOB SPELEQ AND THE MCG COMMITTEE WISH YOU ALL A HAPPY CHRISTMAS AND A PROSPEROUS 1983.
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”FHHIP CAVIuc GROJP

Secretary. L o ,
Teny Knibbs, 23 Winern Gl ebe erleet, Surrp, o
o et (hnme) BJfleet 4? 7r L {werk): “1-”’ 77ﬂ1 ext “10“
Treasurer: ™"
“Arthur Spain, 57 FU11dfor€ Poad, ‘Sroadbridae Heath, horsham, -ussnx.
tel (home) Horsham £40€R {work) Crawley 5422571 axt £3°
Heet secretary: o
Greq Smith, Hield Road,’ haves “1dd1esex

tel (hone) OI-Bﬂd 3340 T PP
Cottame Warden: - R - o S A

-John Miriam, 18 Lorra1ne Fourt Camhorﬂe ”oaa SLtton, SurrEV. Lo

‘te1 (home) 01-£43-7872 1 ~ . (work) 01:736-1212 ext 304% T
Tacklemaster: s

Phil Ingold,. 31 Soring Laneﬂ ”cre1 PcmnsLead Hnrts

t21 (home) 04ﬂ2 ﬂ?“?ﬁ :

S

Recorder: Lo T ot g
“Jonathian Pobertsh, 17 Kon» ﬂVann “est Ea11na9 London9 H13 8BE ‘
. t01 (Home) 01- 00/ 2Q3U (Hork) 01 275—3823 S
Editor: '~ ‘ ‘

Ian | scKec1n1e, UO 5r1+ta1n Road, Hersham, ”a1tnn-on Thanesg Surray,
te] (hone) ”a]ton 2 29° . (work) Yalton 2 851 ext "19

Caving accommooat10n is ava11a%1o at the KCO cottare on Pend1n o
Wordrach Cottage, Charterhouse-on-Yendin, Rladdon, Rristol; BS18 XL
Tha map referance is NGR-5147 5606 (0S 1:50,000 first ser1es snent 18”)
Guast book1nns should ha made with the cnttanﬂ wvarden, - .

HEEXLY FEETINGS are hold every Thursday at 8.30nm at: o
The Fox and Houncs an* ”avson Arms Cﬂ?SU1C| Lara Sﬂutq London, ”ﬂ o

NEXT MFHQLETTEQ 15" ’cue on 33tn January rowv shou]d reach the nd1tor beforr 7th “;
Januairy to ensure inclusicn. Late news can rorma11v be -accantad un-to publication
date.

PLG MEET PROGRAMME,

Meet © Leader - “Dase’

Dec 18 Eastwater (Primrose Pot) ‘rIan cKechnie . NiCC

Jan 1 Singing River Yine” - - “Kate Taylor SMen

Jan 5 €8 Cavern Tony Knibbs -~ = MCE -

Fet 12 Lost John's _ Tony Kribbs .2 Yorkshire
t‘»‘?ar]g .B‘C"f..:“'.' .. \ o ;' - "'.4 A ”‘"' - .‘ N ',' *
Apr 9 -Port]and (ﬂo.sgt) B : '”_Ian ”"Kochn1n a ”CP

The: PE?AIMDEP of ‘the meet nronrarmp will ba'with us snon - Latch th1s ;nacp for
dotails

A BP“FJ meet on 15th January - Tony Knibbs will be leading a %8 trir for these vho
can’t make it on the Ist Jan. (and for these who can, of course). You've all baen
into ( 3 - b"t havq vou baeﬂ 11to a11 of GB? -Go alonn 01 15th Jan and find cut.

1{th! fu i Lna have bLLn arrangad for Tﬁursdav, January 13th and Thursdav February
10th in the back room at the-HMawson Arms, (just follow the sians for bh= Cents.) -
On Jdan 13, Ceoff Barten will give 2 nresentation on “Pandip from Abova",. with a
cq11ect o of slidos taken from an aircraft during-an archasoloqical survey of the
area, - On Feb 10, there will'be a 16rm sound film of Casf?nﬂuard Cavarn, Canada,
filmed by Sid Perou. Both w111 start at ahout 8.30 nn - don t bﬂ too 1ato or vou 17T
miss the beo1nh1nﬂ._;' : .



The 1933 PYREREES ¥EET 1s now off the ground. The club's knowledge and experience
of cavina in the area has been tanned, with the resuit that we have the fb110w1nﬂ L
prOposaIs. -
time: 18th Auqust (Thurs) to Ath Sentember (Tues).
nlace: Near St, Girons (about 60km Sthh of Toulouse).
objectives: Exploration of Reseau Trombe (a2 larqe and variad cave systen)
Visits to other caves in the area. Fxned1t10n to the Pvreqees Ridee ~
(Cirque de Gavarnie)., To relax and get to know the arqa, and-its
food and wine.’ - ’ : : : .

The time has been chosen to give the best compromise between hitting the' norna]lv-
dry season, missina the crowds of Paris holidaymakers, and remaining: u1th1n the .
school holidays. The nariod is almost three wecks and it is anticinated that.some
neople may have to 1eave early. However, it's quite..impertant that everyona should
be there at the beginning of the peried if noss1h1 ,» to mtinimise the: d1qrun+1on nf
the various activities. .

The nlace was arrived at aftér a study of cave und mounta1n vaTk gu1dns, as tbm

hést compromise betwean severity and interest., The cave SJs,enchosen for particular.
exploration has a number of entran as; -and-provides cavina ef:a variaty af. standards,
There is a good selection of-other caves in the area to add variety. - It is not tos
far to Gavernie, which is a good centre for wa1k1nﬂ in the mounta1ns, cﬂd for V1s1t1nr
Erotte Casteret, a h1qn 19ve1 ice cave, L N -

Tha objectives vere chosen to a]]ou ns ruch varlet" and f]ex1h111+y as Pnss1bln
without disposina of organisation complately., A plan will be prepated nearer thes :
date based on these objectives, so that evervone going can hava 2 say in vhat we.de,
Some of the caving tECﬂﬂ1QULS requirad will bt fairly -advanced, and there will be
several “training trips" during 1953. It's honed that as many as rﬁsswble of the
party will come alcng. :

Finally - who's interested? I have been assured that as ed1xcr, I an 1dnal1y placed
to cc-crdinate the expadition n]ann1ng I don't know ahout that, but 1t looks as
though I've got the JGb anyway: S0 I will be keening tae Tist - if .wou're.thinking
of coming aleng, let me knrw. (Ian HcKechnie) : Co L

MEMBERSKHIP HEWS

FULL MEMBERSHIP has been granted to Joﬁn Felton.

MARTIN ROME has sent us a curd firom sunnJ 8911?e - th1s 15 what he says:

. Belize, 22nd Hovembar,

De2ar Folks, :

Hope you ave anJoy'nna the Blackmoor d1g - hﬁrsnna115 I hrefar this CQTYTbL an Island.

Didn't get much cavina done in USA or Canada, but met a cuy in HMexico called Mike~

Sharcross whe 1s an exnert on caves 1in fuatemala, se axpect a caving report soeh,

I've also-.learned that half the BEC are.coming to Mexice - tell theﬂ althouah thev ﬂat_

everywhere, the MCG get there first! ‘
Martin,

ME”B*““”I» SUBSCRIPTIO are- due on lst JanUer It's still only. £1C for full
membars, £5 for assor1ate rerbers. FLEASE send your chenue off to the treasurer as
seon as nossible. Members subscriptions are one of our major sources of .income, and
delays in payment maka budg geling difiicult, as well as costinn the clut monay.

A CJfLNAdT FORM §s 1nc1uded in this issue. If you fill 1t in and return it to the
treasurar, it will commit you to nothing -.it is nurely a statement that.as long as
YGis Y@'u;n a member you will nay your subscrintions. Hovever, . if you nav tax at the
standard rate, the club can reclaim almost £5 extra from the taxwan. The more coven-
ants we have, the longer we can maintain the present subscrintion rate. '

The BREWERY ACCOUNT 111 be in the hands of Perek Yalsh from 1st Jan. as Bruce is
moving to Cumbria. Order vour BARRELS, SHEATSHIRTS, etc from Derek.
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CRANADA TELEVISICH are locking for evenis for naxt vears "Krynton Factor" series - a
series of cometitive intiative tests, so I am told, Anyone with a aood idea they'd
Tike to put ‘orward should contact Cranada Te]GV1s1o., uanchestcr, Huﬂ 9Eu. Tel.
061 832 7?11 N

CGTTn iE BPORINCS

Dmcembar | : | - March L
18 Eastwater + Va] 5 Barn Pance -5 e
25 12 Ealing College (12)
, o , 19 AGY (members only)
Janugry - - T - © 26 B S
1 Menbers H/e
3 Barnet C.G, (8) ‘ Anril o
15 Members tye R S 2 R
gg K1nnst0n Poly (12) L ?1§ members. /e (Portland meet)
. SRR 23
February . SR 30
B o e .

12 £aling Cellede (12
19

25 Kkingston Poly

COTTAGE NEYS

THE SOAKAMAY has develoned into somethine of a d1saster area - it secms that last
woekend a good A' hy 7' trench had heen dus, the "plurbina” was under vay, when the
trench caved in. The oniy way te din it out again is by hand, and until it is done
the cottage gate is blocked - you have to nark on the road and c]amber over the wall,
It will be a hard day's work for 2 good team of dicgers. If evervone has a oo on

the 18th December weckend, ‘wo stand a chance of nout1nq things back to nomal. Other~
wise the cdttage will bz chaos for at least another mcnth, with nrohahle Tenoterm
repecussicns. So if you're dovﬂ that waekend, be nrunarec to snond day dlﬂﬂlnﬂ mud,

THE AGM WEEKEND now has a full cottage hosking.’ ‘Please don’ t foraet. to cancel vour
beoking i vou have hooked and” sub5ﬁaumnt1v can't g0, If vou don't have & bockinn -
remember that Charterhcuse Manor is just over the rcnd Bod and Hrnekrust thers costs
£7.500, ¢r for members £6'50 (AqnuaT mcmbersh1n costs ;10 to ”Cr members, )

CAVE -KEYS will in future be kent in the 11brng, en the hack nf the dorr, instead of
en the key-board in the kitchen. This restricts access to full membors only -
visiting cavers must ask an MCG member for a key. ‘"o have had some hrﬂblzms rﬂcnntlv
with kevs loaned to non-members net being returned. In future therafore, any non-
YCG caver wishing to borrow a key must leave a denosit of £5 which will he returned
when the key is returned. There will alsc be a stoning-cut bock, and all key loans
and rﬁturns should be recorded ~ whether to mes? bers or nnn-wpwbgrs

TPE TACKLE STORE will now also have a signing-sut bﬂnk It s nonpd that this will

help us trace tackle acc1dental1v left in the car by fi rratfu] members - at nresent
it seems to take saveral months before missing tack1O reapnears,

CAVING NOTES

B CAVE, as you will see elsewhere in this issuz, was the site of a re scue recently,
cau sed by water rising ran1d1; in the main chamber and blecking the Ladder Dig

assage. It scoms that it is not unusual for the watar level to rise this far - it
hac baen reported several times over the nast vear, and there was 2 recent "tide-mark®
on the wall at ladder-dig leval on the date of the rescue nractice this vaar So
baware ~ if it's rainino hard or h avy r*1n is foreC°st th1nk carefully bafore you
a0 into Ladder Diqg,
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RAHLBOLT REMOVED IM LHD“"P DIG., Presumably as a reaction follawine the nrevious
weekend's incident, it seems that UBSS have removed the rawlbolt which helned the
“f1rst man up " into Ladder Dia., This means that in future you will nead to taks
your ‘own Rawlbolt with you {or a 20' faypole). Unless anyone has a comnlete set of -
different sizes, a reconnaissance trln ig re“hass re uu1wed to find out the size of
the Rawlbolt and to assess any other associatzd nroblems,

MANOR FARM was exceedingly smelly on a recent visit. The stream section in the™
entrance nassage was badly polluted, and slimy underfoot. The air was filled with
flies r@ve111ng in the stencn. Following a complaint, Mr. Jeffries apnarently closed
the cave. ‘ ' '

THE LAMB LEER KEY has baen changed - we have asked for a new one, so check before
you oo dowm that you have the new key, ,

A BEANG IN BLACKMOOR exacuted at the beginning of Hovember has shattnr9d the catc1t°
at the face, which can row be nrised anart. “The nool remains as it was. befora, The
methad of removing snoil in the skips without using bags was triad out succascfu11y
The best way was found to be with one nerson nJT]lnc end a second casing the skin
past obstacles. The skip used between the face and the arch should be Lcnb in that
section of passage, howaver, as it is the only one to it hetween the walls, Takina
lcads up the steps was no problem. A mixture of mud and rock was found to. be the
best way of keeping contents in the container, which can thon be tipred to naar
vertical. The time taken to move a load from face to ouiside is about 15 minutes.
Further ramping and obstructicn remeval would be helnfui. In future nlease adept the
principle of taking out all smeil from the face - don't leave the job for another
digaing narty. {(Malcolm Cotter)

L( JLR’ REVIEWS.

Pessex Cave Club jeurnals 191, 192, 133 (vo1 1?) .

The ex7EiTent Hessex jeurnals have bnconn a little snarser of .ates 14 h only three
emeraing sc far this vear. Ho 191, Jan 1982, hos little of wider intarest than club
and Charternouse/CSCC news. There is howeVer an aktic]e on making your cwn ladder,
plus notes on progress in Ogof Hesp Alvn and Poacher's Cave. . Mo 192, undated but
recaived in !\unuct9 is a livlier issue centainina rhﬂorts on Charterhouse Cave discov-
ery, Hole-in-the-Road,inciuding a full nlan and elevaticn, extensicn-work at the
Yosser's Upper Pitts . HO hedged about with the inevitablyv caveats, nleas and roans
(ﬂo witich LIUb hasi't generated such comment?), the full MRO report for the year 1981,
plus commentary on the Wassex's own practice rescue. Off-beat items include & note -
on freouency of visits to access-controllad Mondin caves (h*sad on the issue of kays
at Upner Pitts)s and an ad for the Yessex Yonder Boot - a snip at £7.50 ner oair,
Mot forgetting the evervday story of countryfalk: uwderﬂrvund From’ th log, and your
Very own Hend1p Naws, -

fio. 183, also undated, {are thn Vessex embarrassed by the infrecuency of issue?) and
received in Gctoher, has a descripticn of a Pyrenean visit. The kev article though,
is by Pete Meody on the Renold's Passane extension in Leacwncd, ﬂunust (including nlan
and elevation). An alternative title could well have boen “tc the limit and beyand"
Your raccrder, having suffered survey cqu1nrent damaae in the field vhile plotting-
Cha arterhcuse Rakes, {due to high wind blowing cver the compass trinod and alsn caus-
ni the lape to par ,),wus relievad to read he is not alnne, with the RPEC's Abney lewel
and the Messex's cld clinometer and new tane expiring ch their first trin down
Renold's.

Tne Peneld's project was stimulated, accardine to r?to HMoody, partly by rumours o
"discoveries” in. the early 1970's- hv the Plymouth Caving Creun His matter-of—ﬁ@ct
descrintion of nushing Renold's - an example being "...In tay the trins we
pariicutarly trying, the nassage beina dug was onty 10cm wice, 50cm nigh, and vas
haif Filiad with water,.." - nuts 2 trip to the bitter end nossibly in t‘c Greg Smi-th
Tezctn, but all vho manage the Primrose Pot trip on 18th December should certainiy
qaai,fy_aQ entrants. Meanwhile the Moodys are bocoming a lecend in their own time,
deservedly. And in case you thouaht the only moles the Messex has are Alison and

5.



Pate, “From the Log" shows how wreng you were, Row wouldn't it be nice to titivate
cur log with exploits of pushing unexplorad chasms be vond thﬁ 11m1t...:3‘= o

THE 1982 LIBRARY LIST: S “iewed hy the Editor

A £e1uhty tome:is the 11bwarv 11st A *u11 &G pages of so:1d facts ‘about: thé MCG
Tibraryi - Our hon. librarian has upent mahy long nishts aencrating th1s docunent, S
which Tists every nublicaticin he'id by the Ziub, : SR

Part 1 1ists all UK and Irish namphliets, hihliogranhies; non-regional’ 1temss alsg *
foreian nublications on international tonics. The list is classifiad inte subjsct -
groups. Part 2 Tists regional items, classified lnto req;onaT arouns, w1th the ﬂendan
aroup furthor c]ass1f=ed 1nto subaect grouns.. - '

R

Part 3 11sts UK and Irish caving club maqaz1nes and other pub11cat1ons, in crder of the
club names. - The newsletter-and journal lists are converiently 'showm in chdrt ‘rrm i
for.each club, so that you can ske at a dlarice not only which moriths of which vears
we have ed1t1ons for in the Tibrary, but which °d1t1ons were published 1n the fﬂrst
place. - Part 4 11sts fore1gn nub11cat1ons in thz same format. BERR ”! ]

This is a very LS‘fu cccumwnt if vou want to fond a marticuiar 1tem in tha: 11braryn
particularly when used in conJunct1on with othar reference documents and sibject -iddex
ixdexes. Several conies will be held in the library, and to make it easier to uso
vhen you've Jjust returned from the Huntérs, each rart is: qr1nted on a- d1fférent _
coloured oaper u1th an’ 1ndex at ‘the. beq1nﬂ1nﬂ S K _ _ o

ER I

TEN FOUPS UNDER THE EAPTH (Or THE ”ISﬁING LINK)

One of Parkinson's lesser khown Taws is “The size of the narty ,onds to increasa to
fi11 .the cave snace availabie". That's not true, but it vas. .-narty of no Tdss than ¢
10 that entered Agen Allvedd at 10.30 am on Saturday, 20th November: Tony" Knibbs, PRi1
Ingnld, Steve Conquast, Jon Roberts, lan Mckechniz, Georf Baruon, Dik %ouseano Steve
Taylor, JP Burch, Adrian Duckett, Hick bean, Roy Kempston, and Pete Bullina,

The nlecn was simplel = a trip around the Quter Circle route throuch Summertime Series'
from Cna] Cellar Passage9 taking an estimated eicht hours. Me}T, we had to have some
sort of chect1ve in a cave svsten 2A km 10nn. "{_" LR Y

It took a]most the f1rst hour tn get evpryone to ﬁaron s Cnamher, mern1nn from Lkb'
first boulder choke into the start of Main Passade, Soon turring off th15vhuoe dry
corridor, we set off along Main Stream Passage vheré the sizs if the stre:m must Havo
ofrered some hone of sa1vat1on to thcsn clad in uetsu1ts. NI : :
. , , Co
An hour or: so of s11nn1nq a11 over thq nlacz on: oreﬂsv bouldﬂrs, surwcunt1ng var1ous
obstacles -and avoidina loose areas 1n the Second Bruldey ‘Choke, broucht us to North-
west Junction, At this noint the main straam is aurmentnd by anothar f10w1nc from
Turkey Straamway. It was as good a niace as any to attack the varicus focdstuffs
contained in the half ‘dozen or so ammo bnxes wiich npver seef tp ﬂet any 11nhter,
howavnr much: is. taken out of thCﬂ.

L

P

Full of e"ructat10n and ”ars burS; tne nnrty f11 ed lﬁnﬂ the Turkey qtreaﬂwav +o f1nd
Coal Cellan Passace; it had to be the' first obvicus inlet on the r1rht =~ and it wasy
From the survry back at ¥nitewalis, it had lockec an e2sy wetcer te follow thes pass-
age.-up to a contiuation - Laster Pussnnp - ana tn snce into Mdsimmer ‘Passane,:tThe "
deséripticn in Stratford's ’“Caves of Soutﬁ “*1“ fa1:Ld o surnﬁst ﬂnw rnute f1rd1nﬂ3
nrob1ems. But fail werdid. ‘ e T : ;

The. b1tter end of Ccal Cellar !>assz=.fv3 was reached after numarous winor acrohat1cs ﬂnd
a lot of thrutching about as- the nassage dimensicns shrank to miaerable nronortions,
THe stream f1na11y issued frem a choke with no way cin., Several holes nverheand wers
tooked into on the slaw raturn downsiream, but somelnw the nacessary connactith with'
Suarartime Sevios 2luded us, An cbvicus hands-anu-k.acs crawl, cn the right! about

. -
i~
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haiswey hack to- Turkey Screamway, was followed for a courle. of hundred feet-until it
was rea|1sed that it. simnly renresented a hidher level. of Coal Cellar Passage and was
running in the uronn direction.,

It had-taken about three hours te make the return trin un Coal Cellar Passadge, 'The
distance had seemed like miles, but I astimated its lenﬂth as ahcut B00 metres., T
would-very.much like to hear where the comnection with Easter Passace is or,- fa111nﬁ
the dawn of -knowledae; the next attewnt at thc Cuter Circle w111 be made - from the
opposite direction. T e e S g Je;‘q

Before heading out.of the cave, we rushed cn: up-the. roomyi: streemvﬁy and crossed TUPk“j
Poo] to reach Turkey Chamber Where a ha1t was ca?led P . T

The return tr1n seemed 1ncred1b]y 1ono and, in fact. 1t took ebnut threo hnurs from
Nerthwest Juitction. Minor debates tock rlace at several neints whers boulders -
canlicated the otherwise-large Main Strean Passage. - Cavers holdinn onresite views.

on the best route -usually went their senarare ways:-tc »reove: that-alnest any:hnle could
be fol]oved wrth equal SUCCEeSS.: . It d1on t alwiys Hnrk Qut qu1te 11ke that ef coarsn'

Surpr151ne1y, the on1v route f1nd1nn ﬁrobIem of anv nnte was the n1a"se cf sern IG
frustratine minutes snent 1noking for the vay into the first Boulder Chrke frem . .
Baron's::Chamber, And that was the cne route feature wh1ch I had care fullf (?) cmnw1t-
ed to memory on, the way 1n. SR . ; FTRR

The last 500 metres out te the entrance qeemed never-end1nr Thev nust have been nost
trying for MD who was valliantly battling the twins evil of t1redness and. .cramp in ¢
both-legs. Once out into the nicht air-at about 8.30 »m we set off back along the
tr?nroad in smalI ornuns, Teaving JR the ha}f hnur an of Toc 1n¢ the cate. Noblesse
oblice. L _ SR RN Ly
Far below - the tramroad the 1ichts of Crickhowll stebd-cut' as clear as-.a hiundred. ﬂub
signs.  Tiredness was- ﬂ]nost forgotten in the univarsal rush to -chanae, : vesh;, and '
grab a. qu1ck meal before heading fer the Bridae Ene Ihn fom an exce11ent free hnuse =
to re 1ax over a ccun1e ef n1nts Ll U LRE L o

vy b

LOVE: VOUR LIBRARY Tooa et e e ,“_'.,':','- ,! '_:;'{;;-': bV ”CﬂtﬂTODhﬂe

Have you ever broused the MCG 11brary wh11e down on "end1n7 Somt of thos mustj,. £
duli-sounding titles could give you a nleasant surnrise if you just took them {inm
their shelves and looked between their dusty covers. For examp1e how 1rout this asi
an 1nsp1rat1on to the armcha1r caVer? o AR LRI
"The hour had come. I 1eapt to. my reet I set to vnrk uncr111nr the roned, and tying
them end to end. I had got together all the cordage I could lay my hands on, 2 moli,
lot.. - Altogether -there were a hundred and thirteen feet.of rone, not very su1tab1n
because 1t was too thm5 thouﬂh stronﬂ encuNh for the wetnht of en ado1escent

The hend11nu of the rone and the tremendous knot W1th wh1ch 1 tied it to the nearesf
tree gave:me confidence. 1 kant te Ming myselt to be c2im and dotermined, and °
immodestly reminding myseTf of my prowess in _ganes of strendth: and: an111tj. Al1 th1s.
helped to restore my wits. Having got rid of all useless encumbrances, taken a " _
lighted candle -in- ny teeth, and hooked the acetylene damp to my beTt wzs not too !
much fr1gntened 2as backed do\m hand over hcﬂd 1nt0 the “bvss T -

"At s1xty f1ve feet the fertv-f1ve decree tunne] suddcn]v ended in Vert1ce1 dron,
which-in fact overhuna a. Tittle, so that averythina was nlueﬂed Ane darkeess.- It was -
the delicate point of the descent, but, trustins to my sirono arms and Martel's .-
description, I did not hesitate. I knelt backwards on thz edre of the void, and then
dropped on-my stomach on the overhanr, below which the- repe dannled fred. Ws,ry head.
passed the ledse, the candle bumned and: went cut. - My vertical. dascant now.was blind.
and -out of reach of the walls. A.hundred feet does not look 1ike much in f1nures9 but
in reality it is the he1ght o: a seven-stcrey bu11d1nﬂ. on & dan'11n ‘rope ih the dark
it 1ooks 1ike more. : . : . - -



“1t was. a hanpy mement when I touched ground, and velit the candle and then the lanp,
I FIF

Pt}
was flushed with pride. I had vanquished my fears, and conquerad my first chasm,

That was Horbert Casteret, 2 teenagz hoy, in the first decade of this cenfury. In-
"Ten Years Under the Earth" he tells of some of his early caving axneriences, includ-
inn "My First Chasm" from which the passace is taken. [ den't think we'll reconmend
him for a safety award, thoush. : S

For those of a pecetic bent, how about this?...
: One dey outside the Hunter's Inn
Arcse a terrifyving din,
- As down the Priddy Road anneared
A vehicla exceeding wierd.
The centre part contained our Ken -
Raclining on his abdomen.
The front of this contrantion quser
Had built-in sets of dinging qear.
While -prencine-irons made of steel : : _
tlere driven by the usual wheel. , C e : ,
And -Kenneth said that, at the rear, -
Has strapped a kilderkin of beer,
While down the chassis, on 2 beard,
A cunnine mass of pipes ensured
That netrol, o0il, beer and water
Hent each to its alletted quarter,
"Ah, well!' said Xen, 'I'11 be away,
I've got a Tct to do today.
But try to save scme stew for me.
I'm off to do a quick €B.'"
...a samnle from “The incenious Invention cf Kenneth Lyle® ~ ocne ¢f the 'Sreleodes’ :
from 'Reflections' by 'Alfig'. ({Cheddar Vailey Press.) SRR
A collection of first-rate historical rhotogranhs in Swildon's Hole, and a cemplete
history of the cave from its discovery to (almost) the nresant day, arz found in "A_
Pictorial History of Swilden's Hole" (Yessex Cave Club, 1975). A sample of the early
material is.this cantion beside a nhotogranh of "The Cantral Groun, foverber 12th-
Grotte, 3.8.1222:

"A teoring instance of good STRONE 1ighting .and :shadow not by side ‘lichtine from
concealad corner - contrasts are fine. Pity nillar on axtrere right-didn't come fin-
to balance composition, but that would have brought your corner in as-well, ‘where .
Tight was coming from. Hatar evidently cot into camera by .its fall in the neel -
it nulled a square half inch off the off this-subjact, can.you spot it? T ean omiy”
attribuie this to the film sticking here to the sheath-in -front.! SRR B

The quality of the nhotographs, taken-in the:19220's with larce, heavy 'comeras-and ~
Tit withmagnesium ribbon held in the and of a stick, makes cne wonder what nroorass v
have made with our medern ecuinment, And the heautiful formations reccrdad hich
above the streamway, many of which -have since been dastroyed, will at least encourage
me- to slow down and leok around next time I ao down Swildon's, rather than treat it
as an expressway to Sump Ona. > e ' R

Jin Eyres is a name that many of veu will know - he achieved scre notoriety last year
by writing his book "The Cave Exnlerers”: and even more by cettine it banned from saie
during a court case over statements he made in the beok, One of the less Tibellous
but no less funny chanters is about a cavino trin with twe rather inexperienced
Snanish cavers: ‘ o : R

A very wet Annisimo still clune stoically tn the rock below the nitch. He was lookiny
un dejectedly at an even more dejzcted Ianacio who was clinging fiercely to.the - .-
ladder about fifteen feet above his head and deing an imitation of a statue dn a- -
fountain. John Carney, under some stress, was helding the wretched Snaniard on the
Tifeline; clampad rigidly to the ladder, the Spaniard refused te qo un or down.

&
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The wovusr cascaded off his body and into his wadors, which were now CCH‘“"""teL{ full
and expanded with water, -The water snilled over, making a nicturesgue 111u1d ballet
skirt to veil the grotecoue suollen rubbar legs below. Every now anc anain, Imacic's
mouth uoqu oanen and 1 cquld aaqnt1v hzar the now fom111‘r crj of ‘Santa War1a "

Yﬁu 11 be D]unSEd to hear thﬂ" nct hin down safely in the ond. The hCOA continues
in similar vein throushout, +hounn it has its sad mements as vell, as in the account
of the Mossdale tracedy.

Than there are hack conies cf the fiCH uaws11tter, vhere ve learn that‘ther@ s nething
new under the sun. Pick un any editicn between nos.l and 159, and vou'll find the same
issues recurring; comnlaints about caving cear left at the cottane; nleas for nromnt
nayment of subs: discussicns cn cottage imrrovement: reports that the standard of
caving is dronping amona newer merbcrs, it's all there, time and time again.

And you'11 find such cems as the sugcestion {in the 1950's) that out-hf-vcrk members
be naid from club funds for food and beer (not tco wuch heer) in return fer work en
the club digs. fnd the account of the visit of the Marouis cf Bath te an MCS dig, the

glgners {complete with muddy bocts) beina taken afte wzrds in the Pc]‘s to LﬁnPTLat
or tea. .

If these extracts have givern vou 2 taste for more,  then have a lreok throurh thh
shelves scme rainy day on Mendin, Host books nav e horreoyed, though ﬂ1ease record
all loans in the lcan book, den't borrow too rany at ohce, nnd trv te ret urn - them as
soon as nossible to aive other members a chance.

!

PROPOSED MARMINSTER BYPASS from eur transrrrt correseondant,

The gocd negnle whe brought vou the Brown Shutters Crossreads Order 1981 have now
brought forth tha test of So uthumwton to Rath Trunk Road. 430 (”arr1nsbur Banass)

erhr 18¢-~ and (”wnﬂinste“ Bvrass Side Roads) Ordar 198-,  Tha 188~ inrlies that 1t
isn't vet an Order, and is geing thrruch the ~ublic enquiry m1]l (or will he within

a year or so) befere coastruct1cn is given.the ro-ahead ﬁr_surthar schemes are thoucht
of, A Heytesbury bymass is also erhnsed for o later datd, Comments and any ohject-
ions tn the scheme are. renu1rﬂﬁ by 3th February 1933, to be ‘receivad by the Denart-
ment of Transnort's South Yest Regicn offices at 26b Fore Street, Tcuntﬂny Sﬁmerset

The Warminster Byrass has been pronosed as a fairly firm commitmant s1ncn 197F uhen
a rotte was. sarecuarced Costann £7t 'million at - Nct 82 rr1ces, 1+ wiuld be an all-
nurncse 7,3 metre wide single carriaceway road anrroximately 2.7 kn lone - but would
widen out . to accammodate climbing lanes alona the steeper: SECb1PP of the mute,
Subject "to the satisfactory CCH“TGL1PH of the statutory nrocedores and the availakil-
ity of “funds, construction of the bynass could start in about three vezrs' tine and
take about two years to commleta. : oo h e

If things continue at this rate, Central Mendin will ba only 2hrs drive from S Londen
by the Tate 1080's (at lagal snoads, that is). The effect of this on the rerularity
of tlendir saves can only be -judgad when the time comes, but it must reinforee the
attraction of the Area as the . C1OSLSt magﬂr cavina. area to SE England., Don't foroet
to nurchase your qusueine ticket now for the Hunters back room tar unless of ceourse
Roger extends his estab11shmcnt (as is Laoff Baynes dowm the rhad), or he starts
s~111rn colourad water at 607 2 »int (that's 106 at 1983 ~rices, assuming 10% inflat-
jon or the equivalemt in tax chanqes) And-it's a cood thing the HMeodys are finding
a1} that naw cave nassage - we'll need it..... ‘ ' '

COMMENT OH EDITORS B from *Annlied Ontics', 15,1915 (1 68): -

H?iters in-8ritain tnday are not sc much hethered by censors - editers are our buc-
bear, But in commenting on- them, fev would chnosa tha word "alutton®. “hv should the
noor davils not be cluttencus? During the nnst—“r‘nd1a1 snonze some ~f our stuff
n1qnt shh throuch unﬂanr1°d

5
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song

ELEVEN potholers, three 01‘
them girls, told today how they
sang carols and joked whiis
trapped by a flash flood 350 feef
below the Mendip Hills, near
Cheddar

- For more than 12 hours the group
—four from London University and
seven from Harvlow, Bssex,  scout
group—were trapped after heavy
rains sent floodwater surging through
the cave systeni.

The rescue followed the damming
and diversion of a stream draaming
off the hills into the cave.

Firemen stemmed the water a
quarter of & mile from where it went
undergroutl and then pumped it,
600 gallons a mminute, inbo another
parl of lhe valley half a mile away,

As the undereround water level
droppe: the potholers, four geography-

0.

undergu'aduates rmm T s
College, London, and th%!m W
walked to safeby e

unhurt but cold,
cups of hot soup at midnight;:

David Allen 21, of anbol. a:nd
his girlfriend Frances Dorkm, :
Waliham Cross, Herts,
reaching the surface. Ss.dd Da.vid
“We were never lost, We knew whecre
we were and when the wwber rose we
got _to higher ground.”.

Frances said: *.We joimed
scout group amd sat it out, huddled
together for warmt.h singing
ma.king jokes."

Mr Phil Romford, & member
the Mendip Rescue Orga.msa.tmm smd
the flcoding was unexpected and it
was just bad luck;

But atother membenr of t,he mscue |

organisation, Mr Brian Piewer.
the potholers were * %gﬁmps sﬁghtly
foolhardy ” in Dot as] for -
advice before.going downf oA

Telegraph, 151182 Toleanuph, 1S.11-52

Jungle tribe

of cavemen

Roast bat
for the

discovered

By IAN WARD
in Singapore

A PRIMITIVE iribe has

heen fonnd deep in the
hinterland jungles of Sara-
wak. It is believed the 40
cave-dwellers have never
had contact with the
civilised world.

The tribe inhabits the upper

reaches " of the Sunge] Ul
Tutoh. Their diet consists of
wild sago and jungle fruits, and
they make fire by stnkmg
stones together.

First contact was made with
-them early this month after
another hinterland tribe told
of sighting three jungle people
wearing leaves and bark.

. An expedition into the region
will

investigate reports that
one of the ftribal customs
involves marriages between

parents and children in the
event of a death in the family.

1t is believed the men marry
their daughters, if their wives

die, and the women ma thelr

sons -if their husbhands

Officials who spoke to mem-

bers of the tribe during the
first encounter feel that they

may be an offsheot of the

Aboriginal group known as the
Punans.

What is puzzling, however, is

that the “lost® tribe has a
distinct dialect of its own.

Some of the women of the

tribe were spotted breast-feed-
ing monkeys.

Queen

! chicken and &

ROAST bat, bolled banana
and stewed blackbird com-
plete with beak and feet
were on the menw last

night wheqn the Queen was .

guest of honour at a South
Seas feast inr FPunafuti,
Wearing e crown of stepha-
miotis in place of her tiara, she
‘put on her spectacles and
stared at the large green mat-
ting plate placed hefore her.
It was piled nearly a foob
high with every possible Tuva-
luan delicacy including bread
fruit, crayfish, lobster and
coconut crab. The Queen
seemed unsure what to 1ty

first.

After ecareful inspection and
comsiderable  thought,
selected a small “piece

& banans,
betweenn mouthfuls she s&'pped

.she.
tof
and in -

from the o¢pened coconut at |

her side.

As a special concession, the .

. Queen ate with @ knife and

fork while others around her
tucked in with their fingers.

The feast took place in the '
1ow Maneapa meeting house,

arpeted  with  beautifully

decor'tted matting. The Queen,
in a pink and orange ev
dress, sat on a low stool as
island gn-}s advanced bea.rm
garlands, One had dlfﬂcult-y
placing the flower crown on
her head, and left it perched
somewhak precariously — and -
back to front.
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R By Martin Wainwright

¢ blocked by

GuARDAN, (-1t g2

'Potholer
dlves;?;;- |
1o new
‘record

Sﬁﬂﬂﬂm& by silt and
widtched only by ‘fmhwater
shrimps, a Welsh* po‘tholer
has established a rew British
cave:diving record, Mr Mar-
tyn Farr swar to-a depth of
200 feet — 50 feet heyond
‘the .xecord —in the ‘Wookey-
Hole system h&low the Men-
dlps. S
' mis way was eventual&y

two. _silied-up
slots, darrew’ fissures -in- the

where compressed air eould
bhé used safely. Mr- .Farr
Swain hack along 2 lifeline in
water so murky that he was
unable {0 read his depth
gauges.

%‘ue attempt began on
g rday when Mr Tarr, aged
1, Mr Rohert Palmer, also

31 .from Bristol,” and Mr
Rphert Parker, 20, from
Southampton, eutered the

Wookey Hole show caves. All
three weré part of a tedm
which established a  world
record in the Bahamas last
month hy swimming 3,880
feet info a sea cave.

- Their ‘target in the Men-
dips lay more than 2,000 feet
ahead ‘through four fleoded
‘caves along the colirse of a
_ siream which sinks
" ground it Swildon’s Pot and
risés two miles away at
Wookey. Exploring the link
between the caves, more than
a mile of Which remains un-
known, Is one of the main
challenges facing Britain's
.cave-divers. ‘

Mr. Farr said” yesterday

clearly negotigblé but only
&y digging: out st which

ould have been foolhardy at
that level..

“We- are_-working at the
limits of our knowledge here,
I cam’t see further progress
for'a few years although I
think it will come in time. It
won't be me, though. You

have to be at your ahsolute

peak for this.”

Mr Parker, who wailted
with Mr Palmer in Chamber
25 ahove the sump which Mr
- TFarr descended, said.that the
‘'watexr was extremely ‘muddy.

| When Mr Farr was making

rock, at the maximum depth | his final decompression stop

1o avoid the “bends,” oxnly
10 feet helow the surface,
they could see: no more than a
dim glow.

There were no remarkahle
formations, which are rare in

T Britain's flooded caves, hut
an eseort of smzll shrimps -
continued al} the way to the |

bottom. . Mr Farr's under-
water journey took him
something like 500 feet along
alternately steep and gentle
slopes hefore he reached the
silted-up passages.

' Mr-Farr sald tbat he had
vavious other projects in
“‘mind in the many unex-
plored passages of Britain’s
cave system.

that one of the’ slots was |

helow |




DEFD OF COVENANT. If you pay UK income tax the deed costs you nothing extra, .
but enables the M(G to reclaim the income tax you have already paid on the
value of your subscription, increasing its value to us by over 42 pence in the
pound. The deed is cancelled automatically if you cease for any reason to be

a member of the Gﬁamp .
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CAVING SHOP

FORALLCAVING BOARDSAILING
AND MOUNTAINEERING NEEDS

SPECIAL LOW PRICES TO MEMBERS DECEMBER 1982
WARMWEAR
" WARM FIBRE DUVET JACKETS from £32.50
DOYN " u " £47.50
WARM FIRBRE SLEEPING BAGS " £27.00
DOWN " u " £62.00
THERMAL PILE SLEEPING BAG LINERS " £16.00
WETSUITS
S 4mm SINGLE 3mm DQUBLE 4mm SINGLE
LINED LINED LINED KITS
TWO PIECE £44 .00 £52.00 £31.00
JACKET £28.50 £36.50 £20.00
TROUSERS £16.00 £20.00 £14.00
LONG JOHN £33.00 £38.50 £26.00
BOLERO £23.00 £28.50 * N/A
L.JOHN + BOLERO £55.00 £65.00 N/A
SOCKS £ 5.00 £ 6.00 £ 3,50

Kits fnclude marked-out neoprene, adhesive, tape, zips, etc.
A1l Blacks ‘equipment now available from the shop.
BOOKS

et

A WIDE SELECTION OF BOOKS IS AVAILABLE FROM MALCOLM COTTER AT LOW PRICES.

249 FELTHAM HILL ROAD, ASHFORD, MIDDLESEX. TEL. ASHFORD (69) 52643
31 SPRING LANE, HEMEL HEMPSTEAD, HERTS. TEL. 0442 42029

Boh Speleo 6

DOES qngone know w!:ere
we can gef: a Fm‘rj
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