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Tan ¥el echnle, 30 Brittain Roa& T-Te.‘r's]me.rﬂ 7alton—on—Thames, Surrey,
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'Cawﬂﬂg Accommodatlon is avallable at the 'CG Cottave or Jendlp,

Nordrach. Cottage, Charterhouse-on-iendip, Blagdon, Biristol, BS18 GPV

Map reverence. NGR. 5147 5606 (0S -1:50000 first series sheet - 182) I
Guest bockings should be made with the cottage warden.‘ - O

Weekly neetings are held every thursday at 8.30 pm at 7
The Fox and Hounds and ilawson Arms, Chiswick Lane %outh London,?ﬂh

Nﬁvﬁ NFWBIETTER is due on 10th darch. Gopy should reath the- Edltor before 4th. SRR
Earch to ensure 1nclu51on. Late news can normally be accepted up to the_publ;c—#
atlon date. , _ : o I ST g ST

NS MERT PROCRALI | . - A
deat o0 - Leader - . - ‘base
Feb 12 "Lost Johns System Tony Knibbs N2
kar 12 ASH end dinner

fine 9 Povhisnd - Blacknor Hole Tan HeXechnie MCG
ey 7 Swildons - Damp Link Steve Lane MCG
Mey 23 Gaping Gill Neil Hutchinson

Jun 18 Stoke Lane Slocker 7+ .Jon Roberts 1CG
Jul 2 OFD / Dan-yr-Ogof Nenise Samiel’ SWCC .
Jul 16 Hendip Geology Halcolm Cotter woe -
Aug 43 Birks Fell Cave, Yorks John ifiriam NPG
Aug 18 - Sept 6 “yrenees Ian McKechnie

0ct 8 Penyghent.™ot, Yorks - Roger 7allington N2C
Nov 11 Glants 3 Oxlov System, Uerby,- Roy Yempston

Dec 3 St. Cuthberts Swallet Tony {nibbs MCG

An ARMCFAIR ¥MBT is planned for Thursday cvening, ° axch 10th in the back room of

he *awson Arms at 8.30pm. *alcolm Cotier will be giving an illustrated talk on
the previous "G French expedition., “Anyone with additional slides or other material,
please contact Malcolm or bring it along on the night.

Move PYWEWSES TRI® information... One subwgroup has already beooked a farmhouse
(gzte) Tor the non-caving members of. their party. This is in the village of Urau,
GthL close to our intended camp site, so may alse provide an emergency ‘refuge for
otbers in the event of illness etc... A brief survey of ferry brochures shows a
cost of £60-~£80 each way FolkestonQ/Dover - Calais/Boulogne (for car + 3 occipants,
average size car, depending on time of day and date) or £80-£140 Southampton ~ Le
Havre. The latter saves about 150km &r1v1ng in France... If you want to reduce the
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90Cxm drive wo about 150km, ons way is to let the troin take the strain! A one ~way
trip by French iotorail for car + 3 occupants, from Dover/ Folkestone to Narbonne,
including ferry and overnight Couchette,costs £285... Brochures on the above are
available from travel agents. 1f you can't get a brochure or want to dlscuss plans
before making a booking, contact Tan HeKechnie.

MEMBERSHI? NEWS,

Appllcatlons for probationary membershlp were accepted from:
Peter Whittle, 139 Fletcher way, Femel Hempstaad, Herts.
Introduced by Chris %hittle, °hil Ingold. R
Peter Harvey, 3 Qakfield uotuages, Caeherbert Lcne, Rhayader, Pow:s LDé BEB
Introduced by Nenise Samuel, and Tony ¥nibbs,. - ’

Congratulation to both Tan ’arry and Eeslev xobblns, who have been accepted as Full
Members . ,

The ANNUAL DIMNER will be held at the Star Hotel, Wells again this year, on Saturday,
19th March at 7.30pm.” A coach will be arrenged from the Cottage to Wells, and return
afterwards. Tickets for the dinner are available frow Tony Xnibbs, at a cost of £7
per person. A large demqni is expected, 50 bcok.early‘if you want to come along.

ANY PROPOSALS for changes to the constitution and rules must be publicised in advance
of the AGM. If you have a proposal, please hand 1t to 2 committee member 1mmed1atelyn

ANNUAL SUBSCRTPTIONS - in case the cover picture is not sufficient reminder - should.
be sent or given to the treasurer {or another committee member if you prefer) AS

300 N:AS-POSSIBLE. . We donlt.want a. recurrence- of -last year,- where subs JIere | stlll belng
collected-in:Tunesy, vit'§ not-fair on the &1ab or the treasurer.

On AGM & DINNER WEEKEND the cottage is fully booked, Charterhouse Manor over the road -
has vacancies at the moment and have very recsonnble B&E rates -~ book now if you want
%0 be sure. Phone Blagdon (0761) 62262,

+++0LDHAh CAPLAmPS+++ Brand new 12hrs on main beam £32.13, (Compare Javing Supplies
£44..50 4 postage £2.19. ) If 1nterested. contact Adrian Duckett, 01-572-237..

MORE FROM MARTIN... ' . :
Dear Geoff, Spent XmAs camping here (Costa Rica) - a cool 100°F in the shade -
and New Year on an active volcano (lettlng the year 1n w1th a bang, ete.) Give
my regards to MCG. Martin,

COTTAGE BOOKINGS.

Behrrary April
17 Faling College {12) + WMCEC (6) 16
16 23
£< ¥ingston Poly (12) -;u 20
Harch C o - May o ‘
5 . 7 Yembers w'e (Damp Link)
iZ Faling College (12) : 14 -
19 AGY (fully booked - see above) 21
2!-_. 28
June
T TS R, N .- L]- T I
_;@[c-(Rgrtlangfmeetl R

18 lembers m/e (StokQLLane)
OVERHEAPD our own JR talklng of a prospective member, "...he's renowned for

scrounging food from other people...”. In the rush for a suitable reply, Greg was
first with "...You've got. some compet1+1on, then...".
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COTTACE NOTES,

GUIPELINES FOR COTTAGE USE have been published by the Cobtage farden, mainly for the
guidance of visiting clubs. A copy is usually kept in the lecturn at the cottage if
anyone wants to-see it. Here are a few relevant extracts:: SO Poeo T

NO SMOKING in the dormitories please. .

DO NOT COVER the storage heaters, or sttempt to ary'clothing, towels eto'on them.
BIECTRICITY. %There'afé two congumer units located near'the"fron$'doof'abbve head-.l
height, These will be found, and are normally left, in-the 'ON' position. .o~ @ .-

GAS. The . gas:-tap is. located in the kitchen directly ‘below the hob cooking surface.-
Two externally housed propane cylinders have an automatic changeover:valve, s0 access
to the gas store is normally unnecessary. .4 gas’ store key can be found hanging on
the: gas tap., . - - T e o LT

ON LEAVING the cottage - even for a short period - always lock all ocutside doors,
close all windows, and turn off the gas. .. =~ - -~ -i. . . ° A S

.,...;.waitwfbr'the.néitzexcitingfinsfalmenfl5-

CAVING NEWS,

=BLACKHOORﬂ/ UPPER. FLOOD,. The -end of thegcave,hasfégain become- interesting. ' "hile
clearing the face following a bang, %eoff Barton noticed that the ocrack on the dleft .
betwsen bedrock and calcite was opening up. Using a beam it was possible to probe
forwnrd about 1% metres. This process pushed mud forwards, and-it was heard splashing
into water. The sump-like. space under the left-wall allows: séme spoil storage..'If
this is used, large chunks of material should be put ' in so that water may filter
through. Clean water was also observed to be coming towards the workers through the
narrow crack. This presents a problem of where the water is coming from. ‘Have we °
struck an inlet - or-is the main flow following '~ devious route? If members : staying -
on Mendip make: it apolicy to-renove at least one:load from the facé per person, the
problem of spoil removal would probably be eliminated. (Correspondent -~ ¥.2Cotter,)..

EPLACKHMOOR ~ BAST BANK, . Work has.begun‘on investigating.the route of water:sinking -
into the BEast. bank, above: the causeway, just below:the Upper ¥lood ent=ince; A e
temporary. dam of ‘sods was made- to reduce iwater flow. ~The level of.the small pool™
dropped, but the strong inlet from welow the bank kept it about % metre deep., The
muterial removed from around consisted of Calcium Carbonate sand from lead washings.
Tha waver appearsd to be going in a Northerly direction in a coverei leat. The
prosense off a deat in this position does not mean that there is not a swallét nearby,
as there 1s evidence in other parts of the valley of water being diverted below
ground in such. places., At this time of year, one can wash -and cool off here after .
wordiiag -in Upper I'lood. -(Correspon&ent = *alcolm Cotter) ‘ o '

STHGING RIVER HINB - 2,1,83 - “. by Adrin Duckett., -

Faidyv: Kate Taylorg(sﬁrface~1eader);]8teve'?aylor, Tan Perry, Leslej Robbins, Andy
Beare,; Clive.Towner, Bill Duckiin, Jon Roberts, “hil Tliot, John Felton, Chris Scrance
Caven Southern, ‘drian Duckett. SRR . A Lo Tt

Having been put down as leader for a cave she didn't know on n weekend she didn't )
intend to go underground; XT was casting around for someone to take over the respors-
ibility from her. She knew that T wag familiar with the cave, and asked if T would
leads "hat can one say when a lady has just bought you a pint-of Butcombe? - I was -
a bought man; a mercenary of subrerranean exploration. (You try saying that after
yeu've been bribed a few times.) C S S O

A §ati0nal hangover day was deplared_for-Neﬁ-YearsﬁDay, and the trip planned for: the "
2nd’ January. 7ven then, a late start was called for, as “hil Eliot and his: party -
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wanted to go down 3 early that morring and join us later. On hearing this, Steve,
Clive, and Bill took off for Blackmoor Shaft, so 12.30pm was set for a rendezvous.
However, Phil's party didn't show {they had just popped in to the Hunters) , so
after a festive mince ple from Bryan Terry (wot, mno curry?), we moved off.:

At the 35' entrance shaft my thoughts of the party being too large proved to be right,
but it was too late by then, is the last member was about to descedid, Zhil's party
arrived but had not yet changcd, so we moved on down the mine, leaving route instruct-
jons with JR so that he could wait for ~hil.

We found Gulf Bypass, which eliminates a dangerous 20' muddy climb down into Stinking
gulf (thankfully no longer smelly) and rejoins the route at the far end, where ore can
look back at its beautiful green pool and precariocus high level galleries. :

Then on to Great Hall, which took everyongé's breath -~ not because of its size or
beauty, but because the water was bloody gold. ¥We waded to the far end in chest~
deep water, then: the MCG water-polo. team went into their warm-up routine; and tried
out all those:wet-suit hoods they'd bought for Swildons 9. LR was taking photos of
the polo, but couldn't be convinced that the water was warmer when swimming about.

PE's party then arrived making a high and low level entrance with guite a splash,
followed by a high diving act. Poor light forced the water polo to a draw, and we
left the cold waters of Great Hall for the West “eries - To find JR diving the sump
in Stinking Gulf.

On arriving at the end of the West Series, where the Singing River sinks out of sight,
ST and AD squeezed down as far as pessible and agreed thet it might be possible to
push Purther with the aid of a chemical hammer, '(Another addition to Cotter's M¥endip
Dig Guide?) ' ‘ - o '

Making.our‘ﬁaj back to the entrance, we had a look at some of- the flooded galleries
of f the main stream., Yhile the main party was ascending tle shaft, IP and AR explored
the entrance series, which is quite a maze of tunnels. ' ) E

Then back to.the coitage only to find no hot water left. So like all good HOG members
we sat in the lounge waiting for the water to heat up, drinking tea, and trying to
look as if we hadn't: been caving. Difficult in a steaming wetsuit with your face 7
covered in.mud. T o : ‘ e

In conclusion, I think the party was a little too large, which prevented exploration
of all the smaller gallerdes. An ideal party may be 4, splitting into 2 pairs in
some. places. However, I believe this trip showed the main points of interest in ths
mine, : I o S : o '

3B TRTP 15,183 S - S by Joan Goddard

Zaving .gained the impression from sundry conversations and newsletter reports that
in order to join a club meet one must be ready at crack of dawn, I fully expected

to have missed the GB trip wheh we arrived at the Cottage at 11am on Saturday.
sowever, Hendip. scemed almost like old times - at least two vehicles were in pieces,
with their anxiocus owners half hidden under bennet and chassis, and begging lifts to
the nearest spare parts depot. Such familiar delaying tactics lulled me into a false
sense of security as opening time drew near, and I assumed that caving would be post-
poned until the morrow. So I was guite surprised to find myself at the GB block-
house a short while later.

Two MCG parties had already descended when irthur and Julie Spain, Simon, Jon Roberts
and T skirted the mud hole at the entrance, ("hy, T wonder?) - and set off dovn the
cave. We travelled vis Yud ™assage, negotiating the two 1little climbs without diffic-
ulty, until we reached the Gorge. Upslope could be seen the ‘mud and debris from the
large surface shakehole which formed when a surface depression collapsed during the
1968 floods. Fe progressed down the bouldery stream and under the Bridge. On

climbing down the little waterfall it beéame obvious which members of the party were
not wearing wetsuits. . ; )
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Soon wo reached the terminal sump, which had more water than on my previous visits
(or is my memory just a bit hazy?), and after a quick swim by Arthur and Jon and a
brief word with one of the many other GG parties, we set off yvia the Oxbows and -
White Passagé, Thé latter was well decorated, and the slow pace of the old-time
cavers proved to be a distinet advantage when looking at formations. - I was partic-"
- Warly pleased to sec a rather fine groun of helictites. A leisurely investigation -
of Rhumba Alley and various other small passages Was followed by our return-to Main ;
Chamber and exit via Mud Passage. : ' ’ o

A LITTLE ON TARGE . . . . -~ . - by Greg Smith. .

While cavers on Mendip often toil for months onm end with little reward, their counter-
parts in the Dales still contrive to yield mjor systems each year with comparative -
ease. One of the more important finds last summer happened in an area West of iHarble
Steps, adding yet another piece of zigsaw to the postulated "Three Counties System"..
Knowr as’ Large Pot,” the system has nearly LOCO' of passage and a respectable 400" -1
depth. There is a choice of two routes leading to separate places; one route drops
via 11 pitches to a silted sump, while the other leads from the bottom of the 3rd
pitch to a remarkably large pilece of cave passage; .called Necropolls, at a depth of:
2801, - B . ' L o - _ . _ o

The easiest way to reach the entrance is to park on the Turbary Road, as for larble
Steps and Ireby, and continue up by.foot until- the road bends sharply to the right.:
By carrying straight on across the moor in a Northerly direction, a line of depress-
ions can be followed to Little Pot; Large Pot lies in the depression adjoining Little
Pot shakehole. . : R ST S

The entrance piteh can be free climbed, but it is easier to rig a 25' ladder for the
first part. A short wriggle at the piteh bottom slopes down to an 'S' bend, pre-
ceeding the second piftch of 40'. Since there is precious little room at the pitch
hend, one of the narrowest parts of the cave,.it is best to enter the 'S' bend féet-
first. - a o : : o oL T T

The passage suddenly opens out in size from the bottom of the second pitch and a . o
crumbley 8' climb down infill leads to the third pitch of 25'. This drops into
"Thornton Hall" where an active inlet enters, ‘to carry.a small stream which .is just
a trickle during normal weather.' : T : ' E o

Following”fhéiﬁéséage downstream, past_hﬁrigh§~bahd~beﬁa,jquickly-leads to "Red I .. _..
Herring Series"; a 90' pitch followed by a succession of smaller pitches of 15', 4O,
25‘.’“ 2_5" 2.01‘,”_20" a.nd. 12' ‘tO the Sump- . E .7 ' R - .

Back at the right-hand bend, an obvious draughting hands and.knees crawl heralds the
start of a journey into the most interesting part of the system. "The ¢it" is soon
reached and this involves free-climbing down 20' and then back up to regain the - -
puinage level; as for ﬁheehtraﬁsepitch,}a.ladder or rope makes 1life easier here.
Seen "Pinkle. Passage" is reeched, being .a nice clean. streamway with a fine gravel bed
aud many roof. straws, Unfortunately this does not last for long, and the way on )
continues as a mixture of stooping, crabwalking, roof tube traversing, and crawling,

- tie passages becoming continuously more. muddy. .After about 500! of this. type of -
caving, interspersed with a couple of awkward squeezes, the route, now heavily caleit-
c¢ , enters the much larger "Pumpkin Passage". This contains deep pools of porridge-
lire consistency, which are best traversed .over the hend of an airy 150' pitch, The
Fanc-of f ‘situation is similar to Lamb Lair large pitch, and the ladder hangs free for
wost of its length. There is a bolt available for SRT.

The sheer size of the newly cntered passage at the bottom of the pitch is not realised
uvntil a debris slope.is descendedrunderneath a low roof'y This breaks out into a-
#iane perhaps comparable in size to George Corne's Honster Cavern in Lancaster Hole,
Tiwe Cavern is over 600'. in length and blocked off at both ends. WNo way on has yet
tesn found, but the potential exists for those prepared to hump digging gear this far
undsrground. ' . S R S i
Full details of Large Pot, together with a survey, can be found in the latest NPC
Journal. To sum up: the trip is a collector's piece and well worth a visit. .- '
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HELfETS AND Iuse?s.svaxt LE ONLOAN, ::f‘”ﬁff;;‘f:f:'_y;f*;i"by Tony'Knlbbs w;fb;jfi
In responSe to a’ reouest Wthh I made severml months sgo, numerous members have very
kindly dohated their ‘spare ‘helmets and lamps to" the Group. These have’ been overhauled,,
painted red for easy identification, and now reside in -the tackle store. They”are
prlmarlly 1ntended for use by novmcc guests aooomonnled by members.»-=?i el

Six helmets aPe avallable,‘ rr‘hey are of verlous stvlws, wnd not all of them are adJust—
able for 31ze,-* : : . .

_Slx caplamos are available.- These, too, vary in” style buty w1th one exoeotlon, each
is Pitted: W1th “two 3.5 .volt €. 3 AP, ‘bulbs;  the exceptlon"has only oric bilb and has
no “switch,” ‘Cables terminate in solder tags for connection to a k.5 volt Bell Battery
with -screwad terminal- studs. Thls oomblnatlon glves about 5 hours of useful llght
Batterles cost now about w1 50 ., : -

There are. noé battery cases, but a short"length of terylene cord ig tled at the end

of each cable for the purpose of anchoring the. oable to.the battery. Users should

.be encourdged to take great care to obtain the best p0351ole cable-to-battery connect-
ion /7 anchorage,. perhavs- u51ng a polythene bag for’ ‘adied proteotlon -Bell. batterles
are not very strong, but are adequﬂte for use by nov10es in- “easy oaves.ﬁyn Nays ensure
that a qure ldmp 1s carrled R : PR .

C e N .‘;,‘.:_ 1.:. Do~ -

Borrowers ave asked to ensure thﬁt 1tems are re turhedfefter use; and‘thatiahyidefeotj

is roctllled. ‘j" S ' - e

THE LEAD / AcTD hLTuRN&TIVE L SRR IR by Tony Knibbs

The - prlce of a new 1ead/acld battery for an 0ldham caplamp is about £26 a replecement

Lvolt 4 amp bulb costs -£1.27. This battery / bulb combination gives at least 12 ‘hours

burning -at ', watts output. The batuery Welghs 2 7 kg, has a volume of 820 ce. and

needs - ocoasmonal malntenance.Jt‘ ‘ ) S : : o

An RS Uryflt 6 volt 5.7 ampere—hour sealed lead / aold battery GOsts around £1h, _

6 volt 0.5 amp bulb costs about 30 pence. This battery / bulb combination gives 10

hours burning at 3 watts output The battery weighs 1.1 kg, has a volume of 500 cc.
1d needs no malntenanee. Thls 1s the type of battert*used in the 'Searcher ‘caplarp.

Tie dlfferenoes are obv1ous. Oldhams are reportedly developlng a low malntenance
vorsion of their battery, which will almost oertalnly cost more than the. prosent typrA
The Uryflt represents a’ real step forward 1n lead./ aold battery de31gn.ﬁ .

To get the greatest advantage ouit of the ﬂryflt oattery, it should be 1nsta11ed 1nto
a box tailored to its smaller siZe. However, it fits® very eas1ly 1nto an old NiFe
or -Bdison ‘battery case, the excess space making it p0551ble to add’ foam plastlc for
extra proteotlon and insulating the battery connectlng lugs from contaotlng ‘the case.
There is-also:room to instal & 3 amp fusé; ‘the battery.’ dellvers 80 amps maxXimum.
ourrent maklng the 1noluslon of 2 fuse adv1soable.‘ '

lhe Dryflt battery is very robust and may be opeérated and stored in any‘pos1t10n.
Each of the three'cells is sealed with & one-way valve 1ncorporat1ng a, safety trap to
neevent any escape of- the Jelllfled electrolyte or the 1ngress of water., o
Gntlmum bulb ratlng would be 6 volts 0.3 amps to obtaln 100% of battery oapaOIty, but
a- 0:5. amp-bulb: gives -a more useful level of light output and will derive 95% of
trwaolty and last for 10 hours. A O 3 amp bulb would glve about 18 hours llght

w1 reohargeable batterles have 'a tendency to self*dlsoharge if stored, espe01ally

Ld,/ acid types. However, the Dryfit is quite ‘good in this respect, 1081ng onty

1Um of rated oapa01ty stored at” +205U over 3 months. Lower temoeratures reduce thls
10550 3

Recharging is- ideally carried_out using a'ooﬁStant'voltage:oharéerigivihé 5;90=Golts
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at up to 2.5 amps initizl current. L suitable commercial charger weuld cost about.
£37. Host cavers have access to constant curreat chargers. 4 suitable output rating
would be a volizge above but close to 7 volts and an accurately controllable current
of 0.3 amps applied for 20 hours., Quicker charging is best done on constant-voltage
equipment. Avoid charging in a completely ges-tight container.

Life expectancy of the battery is anything up to 1000 recharges assuming.tpe avo%dance
of over-discharging or over-charging. The author is currently using a similar size
and type of sealed lead / acid battery, the Oldham Carefree 6 volt 4.5 amp-hour
battery which is now discontinued from the carefree range. It bears a 1Q/?9 daﬁe
indication and still gives full rated capacity. Its previous utilisation is unknown.

BASIC DATA ~ RS DRYFIT 6 volt 5.7 Ah STALED TEAD / ACID BATTRRY.

Height (over connectors): 98mm Supplier:

RS Components Ltd.,
Width: 151 mm PO Box 427

13-17 Epworth Street
Depth: 3hmm London %C2P 2HA

tel. 01-253-1222
Weight: 1110grm

Capacity at 20hr, discharge rate of 0.286 amps: 5.74h

MCG BREWERY ACCOUNT.

Please note that the number given last month for Derek #alsh was incorrect. Derek's
phione number is now Staines 63341. Apologies to Derek, and to the new occcupier of
his old address - who has apparently been surprised to receive so many orders for
beer.

ot

A ACCIDENT in or around the Cottage is not something we weuld wish for. But if the
worst should happen, we are now well equipped. Thanks to Bryan Terry, our first-aid
bex has been filled at no cost to the Group. Perhaps we should now have some First-

24 instruc <don so that members can make best use of it. &an idea for a Thursday
Armehair Meet?

2,4

Lht TREASURER would like to point out that all old covenants are cancelled from the
eud of last year. If you haven't filled one in recently, he would like a new one
from you. The advantages of the covenant wsre fully deceribed in the December news-
letter, and a form was also included. However, if you want any more information, or
another form, just contact Arthur Spain.

b

THE MCG SHOP is always there when you need some new equipment or clothing. Why go
to ~ock-po~t or C--ing -~u-plies when you can usually get a better price at the #4CE
Ceaving Shop -'and the profits are returned to the Group for your own benefit. So

rnext time you want something - contact Phil Tngcld, and at least see what he has to

Y
Crier,

CAVERS TOP LO

week is Down Under, by Men at Work., At 22 is Going Underground by Jam. And at

Ts caving getting into the pop charts? Our musick correspondent reports that nd. 1
2. is Tunnel of Love by Fn Boy Three.

Trem for the climber we have Up Where e Belong by Joe Cocker & Jennifer Yarner at 73
Evniters Revenge with The Barder They Come at no. 30; and Get The Balance Right by
Depeche Mode at 32, co T

Come on, Velvet Bottom Band; where are you?
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RECORDER's REVIEWS

DISCOVER THE PARTS OTHER CAVERS CANNOT REACH

Q Wnat caver, making a trip of less than 24 hours, would carry e paperback
to read underground 7
A A cave diver.

Tou will all have read 'The Darkness Beckons' by Martyn Farr, a copy of which
is in the cottage library. It is the history and development of cave diving,
notably in Britain and Ireland. I was even persuaded by its excellence to
purchase a copy for myself,

Well, we now receive the Cave Diving Group newsletters regularly. They too are
totally impressive. They are neither prolix nor do they use in-jokes and
persifiage, unlike last month's Recorder's Review. The factual records of
underwater exploration are good reading material in their own right, and

reveal clearly the do's and don'ts of diving underground which must be mastered.

Tt would be wrong to state that cave divers are professionals (not least because
the Inland Revenue and the rules of the Health and Safety at Work Act create
special problems for remmerative cave diving, thanks to repercussions from the
North Sea 0il bonanza ! ). But they are expected to cultivate a professional
attitude. Read the January 1983 CDG newsletter on current proposals for
training of cave divers. Competence in caves, competence in and under water,
competence with diving equipment, and then competence with specialised cave
diving techniques such as line laying, are all demanded before a cave diver

1s regarded as qualified.

Underwater gear built for diving at sea meyhéfeeent dangeroﬁs problems in caves,
such as mud getting in air valves. The cave diver must take special care in

purchasing the right equipment and in nalntalnlng it.

The newsletters reflect this also in discussions on partlcular problems -

for example the effects of low temperature on reliability of depth gauges
{vitel fer measuring decompression and air consumption times), or the

half technical, half moral dilemma on when to permit novices to begin their
diving within caves. (A concensus on this point is, as soon as the person shows
competence in the water - as with 'conventional' caving, the best training for
cave diving is cave diving )

Unlike many club newsletters full of social chit-chat (and Recorder's Reviews),
three-quarters of the content of CDG newsletters (which surface quarterly) are
logs of cave exploration. More than 60 underwater trips are often recorded

in each newsletter, a great many being dives into new territory. The yearly
index of dives achieved is especially valuable when wishing to stay au falt with

. the perils to guard for, and the progress at each site.

Anyone reading through several newsletters will be struck by the incessant
references to visibility problems and line laying. With disturbed silt often
causing near-blackout conditions, the key aid to survival is the guide line
through the sump. These risk breakage and getting tangled, due to factors
such as flood pulses, debris, rocks and humans. . The stabus of the llnes

at each exploratlon site is accordingly ef eonsiderable importance.



The newsletters supply a range of not-so-funny stories about overcoming the
difficulties of cold, penetrating with diving gear through tight slots,
decompression, and digging underwater boulder chokes. In one recent case at
Holmbush Adit (N/L 64, p23), the diver pushed a tight slot between deads,
subsequently discovering on his return that the deads had moved and blocked
the siot. He had to remove the boulders choking the passage, to make his
escape. Martyn Farr describes his recent push in Wookey Hole in N/L 66
(pages 28 to 33) - this included a period of zerc visibility, being unable
even to see his watch, during the critical period of decompression underwater
following his deep dive. The pages on Wookey Hole also show the extensive
preparation and sherpaing required for major cave diving pushes.

The more joyous moments are there too - even if they are only so in retrospect.
Such as the 'bottomless pit' which proved with a plumb line to be only 2 metres
deep - the bottles were left in the car. And the case of the cave diver who
couldn't achieve his planned through trip due to route-finding and visibility
problems, and spent the next few hours wandering around some Yorkshire moor

in full diving kit - looking unsuccessfully for other potholes in the teeth of
5 severe storm (he was viewed suspiciously by another moor-bound caver).

Finally there are the, fortunately few; rescues. Not just of other cave divers,
which can be a tragic affair, but of the likes of us ordinary cavers.

If 'conventional' cavers get stueck due to flood water, such as the 1982 Kingsdale
call-out and the more recent event. at GB Cavern, then often it is the cave
divers who volunteer to risk their lives to save others. (GB is covered in N/L 66,
p26.) Tt is therefore nice to record that following one hair-raising rescue in
Dido's Cave in Derbyshire in 1982, two cave divers were awarded Royal Humane

Society medals and certificates.

Two last items. What, I should like to kmow, is the terocodile! frequently
mentioned in the Wookey Hole reports ? And in case you were stil1l wondering why
a cave diver should bother with a paperback wnderground » if the reading
material is up to it,it can enliven an otherwise tedious wait underwater while
decompressing (presumably cave divers are fast readers or the pages would get

too soggy) !
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ON EXTRACTING DIGITS by Jon Roberls

""Caver, O caver, pray where have you been ?
I've been down to Mendip because I am keen.
Caver, 0O caver, what did you do there ?

I slept in a bed and I sat in a chair.”

This ditty was found by the BEC on the wall of the MCG Netherwood Cottage
in 1961. It was then published in the Belfry Bulletin. Those cavers among
you who are 'resting' may recall it in a slightly different form:-

"Caver, O caver, pray where have you been ?
I've been in my bed and I've sat in my chair,
Caver, 0O caver, what do you do there ?

I dream I'm on Mendip because I am keen."

This is, as you will hear on several occasions between now and the end of 1983
the thirtieth anniversary of the Mendip Caving Group. As such, it is most
appropriately celebrated by an outbreak of caving.

Last year's meets were frequented by a select band of members — fewer than
50% of probationary and full members took part in one or more official
club meets. It is always anathema to talk of cliques within caving clubs
but on this showing, if there is any clique in imminent danger of forming

it is a caving clique !

The 1983 meets list has a higher Mendip content than lgst year, to parts of
Mendip netherworld which it is confidently believed have seen few MCG members
in recent years, BSo we all have little excuse.

The second way of seeing this thirtieth birthday to a joyous conclusion is to
find some new cave passage. It is a matter of record, unless the records have
been transmogrified by human agency,6 that the longest single length of
passage the MCGC has discovered is in Switzerland — MendiphBhle — and that was
-in 1963, Which is not to belittle the strenuous efforts made on Blackmoor,

in Velvet Bottom, Cheddar Gorge and Longwood Valley, but always the magic
target of a thousand feet of virgin Mendip passagé has eluded us. We can
change that, this year, if we are minded to, and if we help create that
modicum of luck which is indispensible to a successful digging programme.

The two prime rules for digging are 1) have more than one dig, and 2) dig
regularly. The more getive digs the greater the chances of success (provided
we don't deplete established digging sites).

We have the memberships 100 + . Enough for many digging teams.
We have the sites: Blackmoor Shaft, Bone Hole Charnel Shaft, August Oxbows,
Malcolm's new Blackmoor Valley Swallet  and Arthur Spain's site (to say

nothing of Upper Flood).

So — we can now extract digits, and put them in dark, damp and unexplored places =~
ean't we ¥ )
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NOMINATIONS FOR COMMITTEE OFFICERS 1983/84

Please ensure that nominees are willing to stand for election.

HON. SECRETARY ..... ... .. ittt
EON. TREASURER .. ... 'iiiiin it iiiiinennens
HON., MEET SECRETARY ........cciiitiienennennnnn
HON, TACKLE MASTER ... ..ttt iiiiininnennnnans
HON. COTTAGE WARDEN ... ... ...iieiinrranrnnnnnn,

[

HON. EDITOR .. ittt it ettt enenens
HON. RECORDER/LIBRARIAN. ........00'iivrnnnncnnnns

NOTE: The above nominations and ANY PROPOSALS TO CHANGE the Group's
CONSTITUTION AND RULES must reach the Hon. Secretary by
Friday 26 February 1983. Also, prior notice of any important
item for AGM agenda discussion would be appreciated.

TO: Hon. Secretary, A.J. Knibbs, 23 Winern Glebe, Byfleet, Surrey KT1l4 T7LT

s TICKET APPLICATION - MCG ANNUAL DINNER 1983
The Star, Wells, 19 March 1983. 7.30 for 8.00 p.m.

Please supply ......... tickets at £7.00 each, for which I enclose £.........

NAME

ADDRESS





