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Secz~etctry:. . - .. - - .

Tony. Knibbs, -23 Winern Glebe, B~tleet, Surrey.
tel (home) Byfleet 43875 (work) Q1—546—7741 ext 21.99

Treasurer:
Ar thur S~in, 57 Guildford Road, Broadbri.dge Heath, Horsham, Sussex. -

tel (home) Horsham 64068 . . (work) Cra~ley 542251 ext 63
Meet Secretary: -. . . -

Greg Smith, 16 Nield Road~ Hayes, Uiddlesex-. . . . .

tel (home) 01.A.84.~~3340 . :. . . ..

Cottage Warden: .. ~. .. . . . U

John Miriam, 18 Lorraine Court, Camborne Road, Sutton, Surrey.
tel (home) 01—643—7872 (work) 01—736—1212 ext 3045

Taokle;naster: . . [-, . - . .-- .-

Phil Ingold, 31 Spring Lane, Hemel Hempstead, Herts.
tel (home) 0242-42029

Recorder: ,.- ... .- : -- . - -.

Jonathan ~oberts, .17 Kent avenue, West Ealing, London, W13 8BE
tel (home) 01—997—2916 -, (work) 01—278—3825 :.

Editor: . . . .~ . -... .~. . .

Ian i4cKechnie, 30 B~’ittain Road, Hersham, 7alton-on-Thames, Surrey.
tel. (home) Halton 28292 . ..- ~.- . . . ..

CavingAocommodation is available at the MOO Cottage on Mendip;
Nordrac.b.Cottage,. Charterhouse—on-Mendip, Blagdon, B±’istol, BSI8 6xw
Map re~erence.,NGR 5147 5606 (os 1:50090 first series sheet .182).: ..

Gue~u bocatings should be made with the cottage uarden,

Weekly meetings are held every thursday at 8~30 pm at:
The Fox and Hounds and.Mawson Arms, Chiswick Lane -South, LoiMon, Vu-.

~iEXT NEWSLEflER is due on 10th Aaroh. Copy should reabh the Editàr before 4th.
Mardh be ensure inclusion. Late news oan normally be accepted up to the public
ation dace,

ucr; MEET PRhjCRAt:-,IE..

~ie~ Leader base
Feb 92LostJdhns System Tony Knibbs -N9C
Mz~r 1 9 AGM end. dinner
Ai’r 9 Portland — Blacknor Hole Ian i~{oKeohnie MCG
M&:y 7 Swildons — Damp Link Steve Lane MCG
May 28 Gaving Gill Neil Hutchinson
Jim 4.3 Stoke Lane Slocker ~- Jon Roberts MOO
Jul 2 UFD / Dan-yr-Ogof T)enise Sathüel SWCC
Jul 16 Mendip Geology Malcolm Cotter MOO
~ug 13 Birks Fell Cave, Yorks John Miriam NPC
~ug 18 — Sept 6 “yrenees Ian MoKechnie
Oct 8 Penyghent.Dot, Yorics . Roger ‘Vallington NPC
Nov ii Giants 3 Oxlow System, Derby .- Roy ‘Cernpston
fleo 3 St. Cuthberts Swallet . Tony ~Cnibbs MOO-

An ARMCHAIR rET is planned for Thursday evening, -aroh 10th in the back room of
the ~awson Arms at 8,jOpm. Halo olm Cotter will be giving an illustrated talk on
tho previous r~ ~renoh expedition. ~nyone with additional slides or other material,
please contact Malcolm or bring it along on the night.

More PY’?ENEES TRIP’ information... One sub-~group has already booked a farmhouse
(gibe) far the non-caving members of. their party. This is in the village of tlrau,
quite~ close to our intended camp site, so may also provide an emergency refuge’ for
others in the event of: illness ~ A brief survey of. ferry brochures shdwsa
cost of £60-~280 each way Folkestone/Dover - Calais/Boulogne (for car + -3 occupants,
average size car, depending on time of day and date) or £80-Ella Southampton — Le
Ha-vre. The latter saves about 150km driving in France... If you want to reduce the
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900km drive to about 150km, one way is to let the train take the strain A one-way
trip by French Motorail for car + ~ occupants, from Dove~’Folkestone to Narbonne,
including ferry and overnight Couchette,costs £285... Brochures on the above are
available from travel agents. If you can’t get a brochure or want to discuss plans
before making a booking, contact Tan ~icKechnie.

~~ERsHr? NEWS.

Applications for probatiohary membership were accepted from:
Peter Whittle, 139 Fletcher way, Hemel Hempstaad, Hérts.
Introduced, by Chris Whittle, Phil Ingold.
Peter Harvey, 3 Oakfield. Cottages, Caeherbert Lane, Rhayader, Powi~. to6 5UB
Introduced by Denise Samuel, and Tâny Knibbs.

Congratulation to both Ian ?arry and Lesley ~obbins, who have been accepted as Full
Members.

The ANNIThL DDTNEB will be held at the Star Hotel, Wells again this year, on Saturday,
19th March at 7.3Opm. ~ coach will be arranged from the Cottage to 7ells, and return
afterwards. Tickets for the dinne~ are available fro~ Tony Knibbs, at a cost of £7
per person. A large demand is expected, so book early if you want to come along.

ANY PRO~O3ALS for changes to the constitution and rules must be publicised, in advance
of the 4GM. If you have a proposal, please hand it to a committee member immediately,

ANNUAL SUBSCR]2TIONS — in case the cover picture is not sufficient reminder — should
be sent or given to the. treasurer (or another committee member if yàu prefer) AS
SOO.N~.RS~~P0SSJEBLL ~We don~.t•.1want~a\recurrence~ of :las.~ :ye~r, :where su~s y~z~e :flill ~i~g
cQfleQtetincju~e~:. ~it’not~fafr~6ij the .dlüb~’or~±he t~e~iretc ~ * U~..

On AG’M & DINNER V~Et~ND the cottage is fully booked. Chart’erhouse Manor over the road
has vacancies at the moment and have very reasonable B&B rates — book now if you want
to be sure. Phone Blagdon (0761) 62262.

++÷OLDHAM CAPLAI4PS+++ Brand new 12th-s on main beam £32.13, (Compare Caving Supplies
£144.50 * postage £2.19.) If interested, contact Adrian Duckett, 01—572—2374~

MORE FROM MARTR’T...
Dear Geoff, Spent Xmas camping here (Costa Rica) — a cool 10Y~ in the shade -

and New Year on an active volcano (letting the year in with a bang, etc.) Give
my regards to MCG. Martin. ~.

COTTAGE BOOKINGS. . .

Fehr’:ary April
12 Y~ling College (12) + WMGEC (6) 16
19 . 23
2t. ≤:Lngston °oly (12) 30

March .. May

7 Membe±s w/e (Damp Link)
12 Haling College (12) 114.
19 AC3K (fully booked — see above) 21
26 . 28

April . June

., .,~., . ~.. . ..

9 embers !/e (Portland meet) 11
18 Members w/e QStok~Lane)

0Vis~&EARD, our ow~ JR talking of a prospective member, ~ . .h&s renäwned for
scrounging food from.other people...”. In the rush for a suitable reply, Greg was
first with “...You~ve got. some competition, then.,.”.
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COT.TAC’E: NOTES,

GUIDELThES FOR COITAGE USE have been published by the Cottage flardeia, mainly for the
guidance of visiting clubs. A copy is usually kept in the lecturn at the cottage if
anyone wants to see it.. Here are a few relevant extract&: i -

NO SLO’cmG in the dormitories please

DO NOT COVER the storage heaters, or attempt to thy clothing, towels etc on them.

ELECTRICITY. There are two consumer units located near the~ front dccx’ above head
height. These will be found, and are normally left, in the ‘ON’ position.

GAS. The..gas~~p is.locateft in the•• kitchen directlybelow the hob cocking surface.
Two externally housed propane cylinders have an automatic changeover valve, so, access
tp the gas store is. normally unnecessary. :A gas store’ key can be found hangihg on
the:gastap, . . ,‘,.

ON LEAVThTG the cottage - even for a short period — always lock all outside doors,
close all windows, and turn off the gas. ,.. * . :-;

wait,,for thenextexcitinginstalment:.

CAVING-NEWS, ‘ ‘ ‘‘. •, .

BLPCICIOOR / U1DDT*R FLOOD, The end of the case has again become interesting ‘Uule
clearing the face following a bang, Geoff Barton noticed that the cmck on the:;l~ft
between bedrock and calcite was opening up. Using a beam it was possible to probe
forward about 1~- metres. This processpjished mud forwards, and.it was heard splathing
into water. The: sump—like,space under the leftwallallows~ àOme spoil stoi’age..’If
this is used, large chunks of material should. be put in so that water may filter
through. Clean water was also observed to be coming towards the workers through the
narrow crack. This presents a 2roble~ of where the water is coming from. Have we -

struck an inlet - or is tne main flow following a devious route” If members staying
on Mendip.makeitapoljcytoremove at least ane•-load..from the face pe±’ person, the
problem of spoil removal would probably be eliminated. (Correspondent -M.:’C~tter-)..

BLACniQQR EA3T BANK. Work has.-b~gun on investigating..the route of water:sinking
into the East bank~ above~tke causeway, just below, the Upper’Plood ent’ance.’ A
temoorary dam of sods wa~s made to reduce water fla~t. The level tf-the small poolH
dropped, but the strong inlet from lelow the bank kept it about ~ metre deep. The:
matorial removed from around consisted of Calcium Carbonate sand from lead washings.
TI’i~ water appeared to be going in a Northerly direction in a coverel leat. The,
pros~raoe of- a leat in this position does not mean that there is not a swalldt i~eaz~by,
a~ L~tare is evidence in other parts of the valley of water being diverted below
ground in such. places. At this time of year, one’ ‘can wash ‘and cool off here after’

~ ~g in Upper Flood (Correspondent — alcolm Cotter)

RIVER MINE 2.1 .83 by fidrin Duokett’.

tcHy Kate Taylor (surfece lender), Steve maylor, Tan °~rry, Lesley Robbins, Andy
&are,Cliv-e.Towner, Bill Ducklin, Joit Roberts, Thil Eliot,: John Felton,*Chri~ Scrance
Garen Southern, ‘~drian Duckett, . . .... . . . .. .. .. -. ,.

Having been put down as leader for a cave she didn’t know on a weekend she didn’t
r ~-‘,t to go underground, FT was casting around for someone to take over the respons
ibiJJty from- her. She knew that I was familiar wit), the cave, and asked if -I would
lead, ‘That-can one say’when a lady has-- just bought you a pint -of Butcombe~ - I Was’
a bought man; a mercenary of subrerran~an exploration. (You try -saying th~t”aftez~-’
you ye been bribed a few times )

A mat~onal hangover day was declared.for New- Years’ Da~r, and the ti~ip planned for’ the
2nd January. Even then, a late start was called for, aa ~‘hil Eliot and his~ party
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wanted to go down C-B early that morring and join us later. On hearing this, Steve,
dive, and Bill took off for Blackraoor Shaft, so 12.3Opm was set for a rendezvous.
However, Phil’s party didn’t show (they had just popped in to the Hunters) , so
after a festive mince pie from Bryan Terry (wot, no curry?), we moved off.

At the 35’ entrance shaft my thoughts of the party being too large proved to be right,
but it was too late b~r then. cs the last member was about to desceflh, Phil’s party
arrived but had not yet changed, so we moyed on down the mine, leaving route instruct
ions with JR so that he could wait for ?hil. -

We found Gulf Bypass, which eliminates a dangerous 20’ muddy climb down into Stinking
Gulf (thankfully no longer smelly) and rejoins the route at the far end, where one can
look back at its beautiful green pool and precarious high level galleries.

Then on to Gx~eat Hall, which took everyone’s breath — not because of its size: or
beauty, but because the, water v’as. bloody cold. We Waded to the far end in dhest
deep water, then the MOG water—polo team went into their warm-up routine; and tried
out all those;:wet’suit hoods they’d bought for Swildons 9. LR was taking photos of
the po1o, but couldn’t be convinced that the watsr was warmer when swimming about.

~‘s paxty then arrived making a high and low level entrance with quite a splash,
followad by a high diving act. Poor light forced the water polo to a draw, and we
left the cold waters cf Great Hall for the West %ries - To find JR diving the .sump
in Stinking Gulf.

On arriving at the end of the 9est Series, where the Singing River sinks cut of sight,
ST and AD squeezed down as far as pessible and agreed thet it might be possible to
push fiurther with the: all of a chemical hammer. ‘(&nother additicn’ to Cotter’s Mendip
Dig Guide?). -

Making.ourway back tc- the entrance,’ we had a lock’ at some of- the flooded galleries
off the main stream. -‘Thile the main party was athc-ending ftc shaft, IP and’ .AB explored
the entrance series, which is quite a maze of tunnels. . -

Then back ,to;the cottage only to find no hot water left, So like all good MCG members
we sat” in the lounge Waiting for the water- tc heat up, drinking tea, and trying to’
lock as. if we ‘hadn’t: been caving. Difficult in a steaming wetsuit with your face
ccyered in,mud. .~ .

In conclusion, I think the party was a little too large, which prevented exploration
of all the smaller galleries, . An ideal party may be 14~’ splitting into 2’ pairs in
s?me places. However, . I, believe thiã trip showed thern main points of interest in the
mine. . .

ii~ê TRW ~ .. “ . by Joan Goddard

Maving,gained the impression from sundry conversations ‘and aaewsletter reports that
hi order to join a club meet one must be ready at crack of dawn,- I fully expected
Lo have missed the GB trip when we arrived at the Cottage at 11am on Saturday.

:~xowever, Mendip, seemed almost like old times — at least two vehicles were in pieces,
with their anxious owners half hidden under bonnet and chassis, and begging lifts to
the ~arest spare parts depot. Such familiar delaying tactics lulled me into a false
-sense of security as opening time drew near, and I assumed that caving would be post
pcned until the -morrow. So I was quite surprised to find myself at the GB block
house a short while later.

Two MCG parties had’ ‘a2ready, descended when 4rthur and Julie Spain, Simon, Jon Roberts
-and I skirted the mud hole at the entrance, (Why, I wonder?) - and set off down the
cave. We travelled via Mud ~‘assage’, negotiating the two little climbs without diffic
ulty, until we reached the Gorge. Upslcpe could be seen the thud and debris from the
large surface shakehcle which formed when a surface depresáion collapsed during the
1968 floods. We progressed down the bouldery stream and under the Bridge. On
climbing down the little waterfall it beCame obvious which members of the carty were
not wearing wetsuits. - -
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we reached the terminal sump, which had more water than on my previàus visits
(or is my memory just a bit hazy?), and after a quick swim by Arthur and Jon and a
brief word with one of the many other MCG parties, we set off via the Oxbows and.
~Thite Passage. Th~ latter was well decorated, and the slow pace of the old—time
cavers proved to be a distinct advantage when looking at ‘formations. I was partic~
ularly pleased to ste a rather fine grou of helictites. A leisurely investigation
of Rhumba. Alley and vhrious other small passages Was followed by or return to ILain
Chamber and exit viaMud Passage.

A LITTLE ON lARGE by Greg Smith.

While oavers on Mendip often toil for months on end with little reward, their counter
parts in the Dales still contrive to yield major systems each year with comparative’
ease. One of the more important finds last summer happened in an area ‘Vest of larble
Steps, adding yet another piece of zigsaw to the postulated “Three Counties System”.
Kznwn as Large Pot, the system has nearly 4000’ of passage and a respectable 400’’’,
ddpth. There is a choice of two routes leading to separate places; one: route drops’

. via 11 pitches to a silted sump, while the other leads from the bottom of the 3rd

pitch toa remarkably large piece of cave passage, called Necropolis,’ at a depth. of
280’. ‘

The easiest way to reach the entrance is to park on the Turbary Road, as for “arble
Steps and Ireby, and continue, up by foot until” the road bends sharply to the right;.
By carrying strdight on across the moor in a Northerly direction,. a line of depress~’
ions can be followed to Little Pot; Large Pot lies in the depression adjoining Little
Pot shakehole. , . •, ,. . . . . ~, , . ,

The entrance piteh can be free climbed, but it is easier to rig a 25’ ladder for the
first part. A short wriggle at the pitch bottom slopes down toán~S’ bend, pré-’
ceeding the seàoñd pitch of 40’. Since there is precious little room at the pitch
head, ,one of the narrowest parts of the cave, it i_s best to. enter the’ ‘5” bend feet
first.

The pass~e’ suddenly opens out in size from the bottom of the second pitch and.a
crutley 8’ climb down infill leads to the third pitch of 25’. This drops into
Tho”nton Hall” where an active inlet enters, to carry a small stream which is just

a trickle during normal weather

FoE owing the passage downstream, past a right-band oend, quickly leads to “Red - --

Herring Series”; a 90’ pitch followed by a suäcession of smaller pitches of 15’, 40’,
25’, 25’, 20’, 20’, and 12’ to the :sump. , , . -‘ ‘

Back at the right—hand bend, an obvious draughting hands and knees crawl heraMs tho
start of a journey into the most interesting part of the system. “The pit” is soon
rs~ched and this involves free-climbing down 2Q” and then back ‘up to regain the
pa~r~age level; as for the eitDan~e pitch, a ladder or rope makes life easier here’,
Sr a “Tinkle ?assage” is reached, being a nice clean streamwny with a fine gravel bed
ao,~ many. roof. straws. TJnfortunately this does not last for long, and the’ way’ on
cci-~tinues as~t mixture of stooping, crabwalking, roof tube traversing, and crawling’,
ti;c~ passages becomin~ Oontinuously moremuddy. After about 500! of.this.type of’:’.,
c”;ing, interspersed with a couple of awkward squeezes, the route, now heavily calcit—
0(1 , enters the much larger “?umpkin.Passage”. This contains deep pools of pàrrMge—
1’ c consistency, which are best traversed over the he’d of an airy 150’ pitch. The
t~c;--off ‘situation is similar to Lamb Lair’ large pitch, and the ladder hangs free for
aôst of its length. There is a bolt’available for SRT.

The sheer size of the newly entered passage at the bottom of the pitch’is not realised
uotil a debris slope., is descended, underneath a low roof. This breaks out into A~
~iate perhaps comparable in size to Ceorge Come’s Monster Cavern in Lancaster Hole.
t-e Cavern is over 600’. in length’and blocked off at both ends. No way.on has yet
‘,te’~ found, but the potential exists for those prepared to hump digging gear this far
und.Drground. . . ‘ “ ‘ . ‘ ,

Fti].:L details of Large Pot, together with a survey, can be found in the latest NPC
Journal. To sum up: the trip is a collector’s piece and well worth a visit.
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Ha IETS AND LaMPS LVAILi’lBLE ON LOMI. by Tony Icnibbs

In response to a request which I made several months ago, numerous members have very
kindly donated their spare helmets and lamps to the Group. Those have been overhauled,
painted red for easy identification, and nor, reside in the tnckle store. They are
primarily intended for use by novice guests accompanied by members

Six helmets are available, rohey are of v°raous stylus, and not all of them are adjust—
ableforsize,

Six caplamps are available These, too, vary in style but, with one exception, each
is fitted with two 3 5 volt 0 3 amp bulbs, the exception— has only one bulb and has
no switch Cables terminate in solder tags for connection to a 4. 5 volt Bell Battery
with screwed terminal studs. This combination gives about 5 hours of useful light
Batteries cost now about £1 50.

There are no battery cases, but a short length of terylene cord is tied at the end
of each cable for the purpose of anchoring the cable to the battery Users should
be encouraged to take great care to obtain the best possiole cable—to—battury connect
ion / anchonge, perhaps using a polythene bag for edfte’~ protection Bell batteries
are not very strong, but we adequnte for use by novices in easy caves ‘lvays ensure
that a spare limp is carried.

Borrowers are asked to ensure that items arc retuflied after use, and that any defect
is rectified.

THE LEAD/.ACr•!i~ERN&TrJE by Tony Knibbs

The price of a new lea~/acid battery for an Oldham caplamp is about £26, a replacement
)÷volt I amp bulb costs €1 27 This battery / bulb combination gives at least 12 hours
burning at 4. watts output The battery weighs 2.7 kg, has a volume of 820 cc and
needs occasional maintenance

Ps ~ Dr~it 6 volt 5.7 ampere-hour sealed lead / acid battery costs aro~d £14., a
6 volt 0.5 amp bulb costs about 30 pence. This battery /bulbcombmatioñ gi~è~ 10
hours burning at 3 watts output. The battery weighs 1.1 kg, ~has a volume ~qf 500 cc
a1xd needs no maintenance This is the type of battery used in the ‘Searcher’ caplwrp.

T e differences are obvious. Oldhams are reportedly developing a low elaintenance
j~~sion of their battery, which will almost certainly cost more thaa the present tjpe
The T)ryfit represents a real step forward in lead / acid battery design

To get the greatest advantage out of the 1)ryfit oattery, it should be installed into
a box tailored to its smaller size. However, it fits very easily into an old NiFe
or Edison battery case, the excess space making it possible to add foam plastic for
extra protection and insulating the battery connecting lugs from contacting the caso
There is also room to instal a 3 amp fuse, the battery delivers 80 amps maximum
current, making the inclusion of a fuse advisoable

The Dry-fit battery is very robust and may be operated and stored in any position
Each of the three cells is sealed with a one-way valve incorporating a safety trap to
osevent any escape of the jellified electrolyte or the ingress of water,

O~bimum bulb rating would be 6 volts 0 3 amos to obtain 100~ of battery capacity, but
a. 0 5 amp bulb gives a more useful level of light output and will derive 95$ of

‘acity and last for 10 hours A 0 3 amp bulb would give about 18 hours light.

1 rechargeable batteries have a tex&ncy to self—discharge if stored~ especially
-4/ acid types However, the Dryfit is quite good in this respect, losing only

10s, of rated capacity stored at÷20°C over 3 rnbnths~ Lower temperatures reduce this
loss

Recharging is ideally carried out using a constant voltage charger giving 6 90 volts
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at up to 2~5 amps initial current, A suitable commercial charger would cost about
£37. Most cavers have access to constant current chargers. A suitable output rating
would be a voltage above but close to 7 volts and an accurately controllable current
of 0.3 amps applied for 20 hours. Quicker charging is best done on constant-voltage
equipment, Avoid charging in a completely gas-tight container.

Life expectancy of the battery is anything up to 1000 recharges assuming the avoidance
of over-discharging or over-charging. The author is currently using a similar size
and type of sealed lead / acid battery, the Oldham Carefree 6 volt 4.5 amp-hour
battery which is now discontinued from the carefree range. It bears a 10/79 date
indication and still gives full rated capacity. Its previous utilisation is unknown.

BASIC DATA — RS DRflTP 6 volt 5.7 &h S~~LED LE~1) / ACID BATTERY.

Height (over connectors): 98mm Supplier:
RE Components Ltd.,

Width: 151mm P0 Box 1i27
13—17 Epworth Street

Depth: 34mm London EC2P 2Ht~
tel, 01—253—1222

Weight: lllOgrm

Capacity at 2Ohr, discharge rate of 0.286 amps: 5.7Th

MCG BREWERY ACCOUNT.

Please note that the number given last month for Derek Walsh was incorrect. Derek’s
phone number is now Staines 63341. Apologies to Derek, and to the new occupier of
his old address - who has apparently been surprised to receive so many orders for
beer.

Mi ACCIDENT in or around the Cottage is not something we would wish for. But if the
worst should happen, we are now well equipped. Thanks to Bryan Terry, our first-aid
box has been filled at no cost to the Group. Perhaps we should now have some First-
aid instruc ion so that members can make best use of it. ~.n idea for a Thursday
Armchair Meet?

4 ±±

Gi]h TREASTSPfl. trould like to point out that all old covenants are cancelled from the
e~.d of last year. If you haventt filled one in recently, he would like a new one
from you. The advantages of the covenant were fully deccribed in the December news
letter, and a form was also included. However, if you want any more information, or
another form, just contact Arthur Spain.

THE MCG SHOP is always there when you need some new equipment or clothing. Why go
to -ock—po.-’t or C—-ing -u—plies when you can usually get a better price at the ~iCG
Caving Shop - and the profits are returned to the Group for your own benefit. So
next time you want something - contact Phil Tngold, and at least see what he has to
offer.

C.aVERS TOP 40

L-~ caving getting into the pop charts? Our musiok correspondent reports that nO. I
week is Down Under, by Men at Work. ~t 22 is Going Underground by Jam. And at

S~is Tunnel of Love by Ft~ Boy Three.

Thr~i for the climber we have Up There We Belong by Joe Cooker & Jennifer Warner at 7;
Rickers Revenge with The Harder They Come at no. 30; and G~t The Balance Right by
Oep~che Mode at 32. -

Come on, Velvet Bottom Band; where are you?

8.



RECORDER’s REVIEWS

DISCOVER THE PARTS OTHER CA VERS CANNOT REACH

What caver, making a trip of less than 2U hours, would carry a paperback
to read underground ?

A A cave diver.

You will all have read ‘The Darimess Beckons’ by Martyn Farr, a copy of which
is in the cottage library. It is the history and developrient of cave diving,
notably in Britain and Ireland. I was even persuaded by its excellence to
purchase a copy for myself.

Well, we now receive the Cave Diving Group newsletters regularly. They too are
totally impressive. They are neither prolix nor do they use in-jokes and
persiflage, unlike last month’s Recorder’s Review. The factual records of
underwater exploration are good reading material in their own right, and
reveal clearly the do’s and don’ ts of diving underground which must be mastered.

It would be wrong to state that cave divers are professionals (not least because
the Inland Revenue and the rules of the Health and Safety at Work Act create
special problems for remunerative cave diving, thanks to repercussions from the
North Sea oil bonanza ! ). But they are expected to cultivate a professional
attitude. Read the January 1983 CDG newsletter on current proposals for
training of cave divers. Competence in caves, competence in and under water,
competence with diving equipment, and then competence with specialised cave
diving techniques such as line laying, are aU demanded before a cave diver
is regarded as qualified.

Underwater gear built for diving at sea may present dangerous problems in caves,
such as mud getting in air valves. The cave diver must take special care in
purchasing the right equipment and in maintaining it.
The newsletters reflect this also in discussions on particular problems —

for example the effects of low temperature on reliability of depth gauges
<vital fer measuring decompression and air consumption times), or the
half technical, nalf moral dilemma on when to permit novices to begin their
diving within caves. (A concensus on. this point is, as soon as the person shows
competence in the water — as with ‘conventional’ caving, the best training for
cave diving is cave diving.)

Unlike many club newsletters full of social chit—chat (and Recorder’s Reviews),
three-quarters of the content of CDG newsletters (which surface quarterly) are
logs of cave exploration. More than 60 underwater trips are often recorded
in each newsletter, a great many being dives into new territory. The yearly
index of dives achieved is especially valuable when wishing to stay au fait with
the perils to guard for, and the progress at each site.

Anyone reading through several newsletters will be struck by the incessant
references to visibility problems and line laying. With disturbed silt often
causing near-blackout conditions, the key aid to survival is the guide line
through the sump. These risk breakage and getting tangled, due to factors
such as flood pulses, debris, rocks and humans. The status of the lines
at each explotàtion site is accordingt~r of considerable importance.

9.



the newsletters supply a range of not—so—funny stories about overcoming the
difficulties of cold, penetrating with diving gear tbrou~ ti~it slots,
decompression, aM digging underwater boulder chokes. In one recent case at
Holntush Adit (NIL 614, p23), the diver pushed a tigYit slot between deads,
subsequently discovering on his return that the deads had moved and blocked
the slot. He had to remove the boulders choking the passage, to riake his
escape. Martyri Fan’ describes his recent push in Wookey Hole in N/L 66
(pages 28 to 33) — this included a period of zero visibility, being unable
even to see his watch, during the critical period of decompression underwater
following his deep dive. the pages on Wookey Hole also show the extensive
preparation and sherpaing required for maj or cave diving pushes.

The more joyous moments are there too — even if they are only so in retrospect.
Such as the ‘bottomless pit’ which proved with a plumb line to be only 2 metres
deep — the bottles were left in the car. And the case of the cave diver who
couldn’t achieve his planned throu~ trip due to route-finding and visibility
problems, and spent the next few hours wandering around some Yorkshire moor
in full diving kit — looking unsuccessfully for other potholes in the teeth of
a severe stonu (he was viewed suspiciously by another moor-bound caver).

Finally there are the, fortunately few; rescues. Not just of other cave divers,
which can be a tragic affair, but of the likes of us ordinary c.avers,~
If ‘conventional’ cavers get stuck due to flood water, such as the 1982 Kingsdale
call—out and the more recent evexat. at GB Cavern, then often it is the cave
divers who volunteer to risk their lives to save others. (GB is covered in NIL 66,
p26.) It is therefore nice to record that following one hair—raisipg rescue in
Dido’ s Cave in Derbyshire in 1982, two cave divers were awarded Royal Hun2ne
Society medals and certificates.

tWo last items. What, I should like to know, is the ‘crocodile’ frequently
mentioned in the Wookey Hole reports ? And in case you were still wondering why
a cave diver should both~r with a paperback underround~ itt the reading -

material is up to it ,it’ can enliven an otherwise tedious wait underwater while
decompressing (presumably cave divers are fast readers or the pages would get
too sog~r)

WHY NOT WRITE A LETTER TO TIW EDITOR???
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ON EnRACTINC DIGITS ~ Jon IZoLnjfs

“Caver, 0 caver, pray where have you been ?
I’ve been down to Nendip because I am keen.
Caver, 0 taver, what did you do there 7
I slept in a bed and I sat in a chair.”

This ditty was found by the BEC on the wall of the NCC Netherwood Cottage
in 1961. It was then published in the Belfry Bulletin. Those cavers among
you who are ‘resting’ may recall it in a slightly different formt—

“Caver, 0 caver, pray where have you been ?
I’ve been in my bed and I’ve sat in my chairS
Caver, 0 caver, what do you do there ?
I dream I’m on Nendip because I am keen.”

This is, as you will hear on several occasions between now and the end of 1983,
the thirtieth anniversary of the Nendip Caving Group. As such, it is most
appropriately celebrated by an outbreak of caving.

Last year’s meets were frequented by a select band of members — fewer than
50% of probationary and full members took part in one or more official
club meets. It is always anathema to talk of cliques within caving clubs
but on this showing, if there is any clique in imminent danger of forming
it is a caving clique

The 1983 meets list has a higher Mendip content than last year, to parts of
Mendip netherworld which it is confidently believed have seen few NCG members
in recent years, So we all have little excuse.

The second way of seeing this thirtieth birthday to a joyous conclusion is to
find some new cave passage. It is a matter of record, unless the records have
been transmogrified by human agency, that the longest single length of
passage the NCG has~ discovered is in Switzerland — I4endiph8hle — and that was
in 1963. Which is not to belittle the strenuous effortä made on Blackmoor,
in Velvet Bottom, Cheddar Gorge and Longwood Valley, but always the magic
target of a thousand feet of virgin Nendip passage has eluded us. We can
change that, this year, if we are minded to, and if we help create that
modicum of luck which is indispensible to a successful digging programme.

The two prime rules for digging are 1) have more than one dig, and 2) dig
regularly. The more active digs the greater the chances of success (provided
we don’t deplete established digging sites).

We have the membership; 100 + . Enough for many digging teams.

We have the sites: Blackmoor Shaft, Bone 1{ole, Charnel Shaft, August Oxbows,
Nalàolm’s new Blackmoor Valley Swallet, and Arthur Spain’s site (to say
nothing of Upper Flood).

So — we can now extract digits, and put them in dark, damp and unexplored places,~
&intwt?



NOMINATIONS FOR COMMITTEE OFFICERS 1983/84

Please ensure that nominees are willing to stand for election.

HON.

HON.

HON.

HON.

HON.

HON.

HON.

SECRETARY

TREASUREP

MEET SECRETARY

TACKLE MASTER

COTTAGE WARDEN

EDITOR

RECORDER/LIBRARIAN

NOTE: The above nominations and ANY PROPOSALS TO CHANGE the Groups
CONSTITUTION AND RULES must reach the Hon. Secretary by
Friday 26 February 1983. Also, prior notice of any important
item for AGM agenda discussion would be appreciated.

TO: Hon. Secretary, A.J. Knibbs, 23 Winern Glebe, Byfleet, Surrey KT14 7LT

TICKET APPLICATION — MCG ANNUAL DINNER 1983

The Star, Wells, 19 March 1983. 7.30 for 8.00 p.m.

Please supply tickets at £7.00 each, for which I enclose 2

NAME

ADDRESS




