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Secretary:

Tony Knibbs, 23 Winern Glebe, Byfleet, Surrey.
tel (home) Byfleet 43875 (work) O1-546-TThl ext 2199

Treasurer:
‘ Arthwe Svain, 57 Guildford Road, Broadbridge Heauh Horsham, Sussex.
tel (horw) Horsham 6&068 (Work) Crawley 542251 ext 63 .
Meet Secretary: D - - -
Oreg Smith, 16 Nleld Road Hayes, Middlesex.
tel (home) 01—8h8~33ho
Cottage Warden:
John Miriem,; 18 Lorraine Court, Camborne Road, Sutton, Surrey
tel (Lcme) 01-643—7872 (work) 01-736 ~1212 ext 3045
Tacklemaster:
' Phil Ingold, 31 Spring Lane, Hemel Hempstead Herts,
tel (homs) OWh2-koo2g

Recorder:
"Jonathar. Roberts, 17 Kent Road West Ealing. Lomdon, W13 8BE
tel (home) 01-997-2016 (work ) 01-278- 3825
Editor: : |

Tan McKechnie, 30 Brittain Road, Hersham, Walton—on—Thames, Surrey.
tel (home) Walton (09322)-28292

CAVING ACCOMMODATION is available at the MCG Cottage on Mendip. The address is:
Nc1d“acu Cottage, Charterhouse-on-Mendip, Blagdon, Bristol, BS18 6XW

MAP REFERENCE NGR 51L7 5606 (0S8 1:50000 first series sheet i182),

GURST BO0KINGS should be made with the Cottage Warden.

WEREKLY MEETINGS are held every Thursday evening at 8.30 onwards, at:
Fhe Fox and Heunds and Mawson Arms, Chiswick Lane South, London Wk

MNETN NEYSUEITER is due on 2lst April. Copy should reach the Editor before 15th
Aprill B» ensure irclusion.

MCG MeTE PROGRAMME.

Meet : o " Leader Base
Mar 19 AGY auns Dinner _
Apr 9 Portland - Placknor Hole Ian Mckechnie MCG
My 7'¢ Guilidosz - Lamp Link . Steve Lane , MCG
Jun 189 3oke lsne Slocker . ' Jon Roberts - MCG
Moy 23 bﬂpinr G Neil Hutchinson 'NPC?
Jul 2 0FD / Dan yr Ogof Denise Samuel SWCe
JUL i6 Mendip Geclogy N - ‘Malcolm Cotter MGG
Aug 13 Birks Fell Yorks John Miriam - -NPC
[T [ R R R E KRR R % */*/%/ﬁ/*/*/k/*/* - /%]
Aug 18 - Sept 6 Pyrenees - Reseau Trombe Ian McKechnie */%
R[E R SE KRR R [E PR R ]S R R [ % S ‘ 32
Oct A Teryghent Pot, Yorks Roger Wallington NPC?
Hev 12 Merbyshire . Roy Kempston 7

Pec 5 &L Quibherts Swallet Tony Knibbs MCG

The caen ARMOTATR MEET is due for llth April. We don't actually have anything planned
s tls moment - hulb rest assured there will be somthing, even if it's only an encore of
the amnmal dloner cuterteinment. (Don't worry, it won't be that )

Th PORTLAND ¥ERED on Gth April will be to Blacknor Hole on the sle of Portland, near

Weymonth, Dorseh, Dlazcknor Hole is a fairly extensi e (for Portland) system of DASS
ages wn fhe West of the island. Access is through a 3ft square hole, 358t down a 105f%
sew-ciiff. Thls involves some novel techniges, hanging over the cliff and swinging

COVER PICTURE: "But can you tie it with one hand?" Near Tunnel Road, Rotherhithe.
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into the hole. It is planned to drive down to Porbland From the MCG covtage, and
return after the trip, (about 50 miles each way). Those interested, contact Ian
MeKechnie, S

MEMBERSHIP NEWS. ..

Applications were accepted for Probationary Membership from: -
Christine Méfﬁiﬁ,.BBA Church Road,'HaHWeii, London, W7. '
Peter Dyment, Room 9, T9 Eaton Rise, Ealing, London, W5. -

DON'T FORGET CHARTERHOUSE MANOR if you are looking for .somewhere for you and your Good
Lady te layyour heads after the Annual Dinner. Phone Blagdon (0761) 62262.

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS have still not been paid by some members.: It has been agreed by
the committee that fromlSth March, anyone who has not paid will (1) have no right of

advance booking for cottage bunks (ie your name will be removed from the booking sheet
if the cottage is full, such as at the AGH) (2) not be entitled to a copy af the club
Journal; (3) Cease to receive the newsletter, No-one wants to have to apply these o
sanctions, so please pay Up now - there’s no excuse. o ‘

COTTAGE BOOKINGS.

May

March . .. . - - . i T Members w/e (Damp Link)
12 Baling College (12} ... . . -.1b. .. .. .
19 AGM (fully booked) P~

=6 ' B 28 -
April . _ June.

2 8 o : kR e

9 Members w/e {Portland Meet) 11 Notts Speleo (12)
16 L .. . 18 Membvers w/e (Stoke Lene)
23 o T 25 e

30 Pat Walsh + 12

TACKLE NOTES.

We have some new tackle; ladders, rope, and 3 tackle bags.

To assist in identifying the new ladder (eg at the top of Swildons 20, where there may
be many other ladders)} and hopefuuly encouraging other pecple:not to teke then, cne end
of each rung has coloured resin. . A1l the club ladders have 10" spaced rungs, so count
the rungs to find the length. : . ’

The additional 600' of 1lmm nylon Iifeline will be divided up into suitable lengths.
Zach rope has its length marked with a black sleeve signifying each 50' of length.
Jor exemple, 50' -~ lring; 150" - 3 rings; etc.  Note that the binding ring at the
marked end is counted as a marking ring. There will also'be a binding ring at the
other end, which should.be igncred. o e K '

LMMO BOXES are availabléAcheapl&ﬁfrbm,Mick Dean. Let him know if you want any.

BCRA SPRING MEETING,

this Wwill be held at the Railway Hogel, Buxton , on 12th Karch. Tt's & bit late,
but If you're desperate_to go, contact Dr R G Picknett, 28 Potters ¥ay, Laverstock,
falisbury, or (might be better) contact the hotel,

DAFEODILS shoﬁld_be‘séntrthis'yeaf'to thé.Hdtel:Meridian, Tokyo, where Greg will
be on Annual Dinner night. Sounds as if it may be a dull dinner this year....

unless.you know better 29297
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RaVipvi: "6 wANUAL CF CAVING TECENTIQUES" by Chris Bradshaw.
' Publisher: The resurgence Press, 31 Waterford Park Radstock, Bath Avon,‘
BA3 3TS. 1982, . -
Al format, $8pp 1nclud1ng 9pp rhotos and 56 line drawings.
Prlce £1 95 Avallable from Rocksnort Wélls.

‘At Tivet plance, tnls pub¢1catlon ‘seems assured Of 8 ready market amongst newcomers to
'CdJJ“g “The work is aimed directly at the novice and gtrives, to guote the- 1ntroduct—
ion, "...to reduce the accidents that happen underground...", In that, it should "
succeed as Well as the written word ever can.

Apart from an attractlve cover with a full-colour: reproductlon ‘of a‘ photograph of St
Cuthberts Entrance Rift, the printed quality only achieves & §tandard rlvalled.by the
better class of club publication. Black and white photos are poorly reproduced, bubt
the typewritten copy remains legible throughout and its message is well ampllf;ed by
line drawisgs, especially those by 'Reg' (Robin Gray).  The book is wire-bound betweéen
“thin card covers, - - N :

It has all the ingredients of an excellent beglnners book, yet it contains enoagh
detailed informetion to appéeal to the expérienced caver. 4nd therein lies a crltlc—
ism; there are points at which the work exceeds 1ts ‘ba31c level of message. -

Most annoying to me was the written quality of theé copy. ~It baaly needs the attentions
of a compebént proof reader. Spelling errors abound, punciuation is slipshod, and the

gtyle is rather offhand in places. There are also several instances of imprecision and
questionable accuracy. :

Eyuipment received good coverage, especially the subjert of lighting which began with
a rather pointless (even for beginners) description of modifying a cycle lamp for -

caving usge, I would ditagree that the life of & dry (zinc/carbon) cells is unpredict-—
-able, eénnoialjv'oo if rechiargeable nickel/cadmium cells are to be classed as "dry
cell E wh*ch tney are not. ' : : : o ‘

Advice on hor to U;solder the wnter valve- assembly of a carbide canlamp seemed rather
exhireue - fovw lempn, I feel, would recover from the shock. And 1t is no use tdklng a
spare th uunesground w1nhoun a tool for removal and replacement

Mining alactlic cap]amps are’ dealt with in ‘some detail,~but I failed to comprehend the
illustr tlon rmlntlpg Lo a contact 011p for ch rglng through e type G headplece.

Relerence {0 nlvkel/cadmzum cell conversions dld not inelude the correct charglng
ingtrneticas for the 20 Ah' cells which needs 1. 6A for 1k hours. I have no exper-
iepcs of the 10 Ah cells, but 20 8h cells (ususlly SATT VO 16 XH) deliver about 2004
oa phors clveunit and a fuse should be’ eronbLy adv1sed Electrolyte level for the
VO 15 KH should be 20mra below the valve. se ’

Personal eguipment and clothing also recblved good coverage. Karsbiners and Mailloms
Danides werce discussed at some leqrnh, glVlng a whcle page of MR data. I was puzzled
hy the shatement that MR manufactire is not V...to the same gquality control standards
as kerublipers and (they) mey £2il vhder & lower load." Does this wean that published

data is unreliable?. Surely, an MR with a rated breaklng load of 30001b will not- fa1¢
at a lower flguxe unless grossly mwsused

ong advzce is rightly omltted hut harnesoes are dealt with ond abseiling is mentioned
tub a0t deseribed. Abselling hes its: emergency uses and it would have been useful to
include metheds using a karsbiner or figure of 8; the latter is shown later in its
less common role in-lifelining. Thirks,.. do novices buy Figures of 87

"Prohniques for moving in & cave" might have included a note on the dangers of boulder
siopes and the the safepuord of cavers not Iollow1ng each other in line ahead up or -
dewn them. Loose rocks on ladder pitehes are also a notéworthy hazard.

Sunp Giving geined a new denger — "inverted comas...”" - no, don't panic, it was just a
nisspelling! To overcome excessive bucyancy by "...turning upside down and Terawling'

h‘o"‘r



along the ceiling” would prooebly give some novices (end others) a nosefull of water
when they least needed it.

"Lifelining" quoted a tyPlCul 'cosy chat' between lifeliner and a climber setting off
up a pitch. Ok, but it also gave & translation for whistle duet. Assuming whistles
are used where vocal exchanges are open to confusion, only essential communication is
_adviseable. A 100 ft wet pitch is no place for superfluous signals, and surely life-~
11ner and cllmoer cen anticipate what each other are doing.

The introduction of Sticht (not stiteh) plates and Figures of 8 as friction belays
seemed out of place here, useful as they are in more experienced cireles. To have the
rope from the lifeliner running through o belayed karabiner {at or about his head

level) to a cllmber below is. the 31mplest mechanlcel frlotlon addltlve.

The glossary.of terms. also had 1ts doubtful moments. calclte deserved better than
crystalllsed llmBSuone and = stemple is not a "woodor metal shoring device" - it's
for stepping on. S T e ST " '

For all my criticisms, "The Manual of Basic Caving " is good velue for money. More
expensive works of this genre may often be preaching to the converted - a novice is
more likely to pard with the cost of this book and derive almost as much benefit.
Hopefully, he will not be unduly eritieal of its little shortcomings.

Tony Knlbbs;

FLOCDING IV GB CAVV

On Sunday, 2ist November 1982, eleven ecavers were rescued from the GB Iadder Blg -
series. (See Hewsletter 159.) According to one party,.the water in GB hed risen by
12t in one hour, raising the level of the terminal lake in the Main Chamber from the
base to the top if the pitch into Ladder Dig. The lake was already high, following .-
heavy rain during the preceeding week and during the weckend. The ground was satur~
ated, and a torrential dowmpour during Sunday was the final straw.

Trevor Hugh.s =nd Rob Harper from BEC dived the tight entrance passage in zero visib~
ility to coisklish conbact with the cavers trapped beyond — the crawl was sumped in

three wiwces. It was only when water entering GB was diverted down Charterhouse Cave

{(thereby criiirmirg the absence of significant drainage from Charterhouse to GB!) that
it proved poss.uis ©o bail the flrst 'sump in Ladder Dig, which was the major
obstacle. : :

& B . . B
As luck wous Do sl erie MCG was caving in Agen Allwedd that weekend ~ we observed

sls R aIEL)
AR P

the samz = weniher. We were unaware of the rescue until learning about it in
the presi .. Sweday wigl,  Although. the comments below are written entirely with the
bensfit oi Liodsight, it becomes clear that access to Ladder Dlg has been a potential
problem for some tiume. L REE

GB Cave, which drains some of the water flowing off the sandstone ridge of Blackdown,
is one uf the nearest major caves to the MCG cottage at Charterhouse. So it continues
to be a popular caving venue for members and guests, as the visits noted in the cott-
age log hook hear witness. The following recorded visits to the cave have been ex-
tracted 1lwem the latest MCG Log book, and cover the past sixteen months, from October
1981 B Jauvany 1933, A total of 35 separate trips are noted, made on 32 different
Iferent weeks). This period caovered amounts to 476 days, or 68 weeks.
tpe comparison chosen, this is a sampling rate of between T% and 43%.

Deps

{Snas 11 ; Raneiks on flooding and access problems are reproduced if these were

wrisien «b The foge,

18,135,810 % persons. - 'Pleasant trip to Bat Chaﬁber. Very little water about (except
where e ad o cerawl!)..."

29,11.81 4 perzcns. “. . .The squeeze after hellc+1te chanmber neede clearing out befor

befors we cow J get through.”
05.12.81 4 persons. "...Cave unexpectedly wet. Visited extension through wet crawl.”

5.
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07.02.82

00.02.82
0. 0% 82

08.05.82

© 29.05.82
. - depression) last week to stop access via this "entrance".

05,06.82
", 06 O6.Uc_‘

19.65.52

G3.07.82

i PLC o
011 .'{..' | »t2

AW ]

o4.0T7.82

10.07.G62

17.07. 50
2k (i
07.08.32

29.08.82

29.09,.82

09.10.82 .5

dug out...'

4 lersons.

3 persons. "..plenty,of water..."
6'§efsons. i'-...I\ei(:’re ﬁater than usual running into GB yet no floods at’bqse
of Cliff..." ©. - R : . S T

5 persensi "...An interesting exercise in lateral thinking &nd s ladder was

rigged to reach ladder Dig, the crawl.was wetter than usual and cold..."

L B T

3 persons. -

6 persons. "...not very much water in cave, but we had to bail T gallons +
from squeeze into Great Chamber. This is silting up a2nd could do with- celng

'...Brlstol Waterworks tlpped a vast amount of soil into it (the
However, -they have
almost succeeded in blocking the Devil's Elbow connection to the Gorge, too.
nb This meterial is very loose, and should not be approached from below.
The whole idea seems silly anyway - it'll 21l wash down towards the-Main
Chunber wkhen it rains..."

b pursons.

22 persons. (MCG rescue practice.)

T persons, -

2 ‘persons. "...down to the end of Bat Passage, in and out the easy wsay.

-Very little water flowing down the Gorge but large lake-at bottom of stream—

wey. Squeeze was wet and refreshing in grots.”
8 personms,

T persons.

3 persons.
3 pe~sons. "...very dry, only a small streanm pa551ng through th sump down b
by Laddsr Dig. The cave has become very muddy since the counC1l (Brlstol

Wdtnrwaras) tries to fill in the large swallet hole..."

-‘ neTRons,

-
e R :

g - "Signs of flooding in' Ledder Dig, which was also very wet..f{f
2 persons,

L persons. ..the water in the tube-toHEllctlte Grotto was foul and stank

- to.high heaven..."

2 persons.

Vpersbns. ..GB contained a 51zeable lake... sufflclently for Jonathen to
believe he was walhlne on the Ladder Dlg... .
3 w¥“501s.

ol r"odo.-' ...the water level was higher tnan normal, reaching about lOm
further vp the passage than the foot of Ladder Dig..."

J.i. e ld

MRO call-cut to Ladder Dig. .

"Met members of UBSS on their way down to .,. Ladder Dig. On
ival there theyexplained that they were going to remove the rawlbolt from
is was because the practice of hooking the ladder over the bolt was not

6. .

-+ -

5.perseons,.
AT
Thi



recommended! ...We proceeded to Ladder Dig as far in as the squeeze at Helictite
Grotto which had a good few inches of vater in it..."

27.11.82 h persons "...stream very actlve but no stream below Ladder D15..ﬂ‘ _

0h.12,82 3 persons "...there was quite a b1t of water flow1ng through the cave...'

11.12.82 3. persons. "...a.very wet 40T, and a veritable swim into Ledder Dig, in
2 vhich.we did not indulge! ...We encountered a lot of water...":

11.12.82 10 persons. "...good swim up to Ledder Dig as the water level had risen'a
lot." . - o
S . A

e LS

129,12.82 'k persons
01.01.83 8 persocns. ...the water had backed up to the Ladder Dlg exten51on...“

15.01.83 12 pérsoné. (Author observed that the termlnal lake began shortly after the
o Laduer Dig pitch.) )

22,0iu83 ,3 persons.. _
29.01.83 5 persons.,

These comments are summarised in the attached chart. Water levels are shown as high or
low for each report, and the evidence of previous flooding (eg waterrreported in crawl)
are indicated as strong or weak depending on the clarity of the report. Finally, it
has been assumed, that if strong evidence of flooding does not coincide with a recent

. report of flooding, then this in 1tself is evidence that floodlng has occurred.

The following known ox surmised dates are therefore 1nmerpolated from the evidence as
dates when Ladder Dig entrance passage has plooded: :

late November 1981

late Mareh / early April 1982
enyly Hay 1982

nid July 1982

9th Ochover 1982 .

. 6th Novemhar 1982 (p0551ble)
215t Novemoer 1052 (rescue)
1ith Derember 1982
1s% Junrﬁvy Uk (nossible)

i

This revy:sonbs 9. loods in 16 months, or an aversge of 5 T per year., Direct observ-
ations by OO paxtleﬂ, plus ‘the MRO call-out, have shown 3-5 floods between Qctober
1982 and Tsnuary 1983. -

The above figures provide no evidence.of an increese in floodlng since the fllllng of
the depr6851on by Bristol Waterworks. Nevertheless a greater volume of silt is now
encountered in the terminal choke, and this cannot improve matters.

Unbil recnntly, GB Cave has been regarded as a system offering safe caving at any time.
Thig, remains so in parts of.the cave, but there must now be a big question mark over
Laddzr D;p in Drolongcd wet weather.. Since many trips to GB Cave are made by parties
vls*frrg Mendip, it may be approprlate for the Charterhouse Caving Committee to public-
ise the potonbtial problems in the caving press. 4 cavtionary note may also be worth—
whils woen the Mendip caving gulde books are next reprinted. As always, though, the
firei- vesponeinility rests with the caver.  Think more- carefully about the weather
before you go undergiound! . ' -

Scurces: 1. MCG coitage logbook, October 1981 to date.
2. Cave Diving Group newsletter 66, January 1983.
- 3. Cerberus Speleoclogical Sceciety journal vol 13, no 1, Jan/Feb 1983
- 4, The Standard (London newspaper), 22nd November 1982,

.
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IOET JOHN'S £YSTEM 12tk February by Tony Knibbs

With snow falling in the Home Counties, it seemed lunacy to head forth to where even
worse conditions may have lurked. However, the southern snowfsll petered out some-
vwhere dround Bedfordshire, and little mOre was seen until leaving the M6 near jancaster;
and what there was prov1ded ne more than a welcome decoratlon on the Fells.

On baturday,mornlng the large MCG contlngent Spllt 1nto two groups:
Laddering Party: Tony Knibbs, John Miriam, Denise Samuel.,
Phil Eliot, Jcohn PFelton, Jon Roberts, Ian
-Parry,. and Paddy Newman. '

Dé-laadering Party: _ ‘Roger Walllngton, Mike Lovell, Don Vbsper,
- ' ' Adrian Duckett, Louise Curley, and Alan
Mellon. ‘ :

_The lvdderlnb party entered the cave at 11. hSam, W1th PE Stlll trylpg to get hls other
boct oc. TK and IM indulged in the sort of travelling conversation from which an
eavesdropper could have concluded that certainty about the route was in limited supply.
But we found New Roof Traverse and locked for No.l—Hole to put a-line down.

Pazsing over No.l Hole ("Not down it2", you ask?) soon brought us to Hammer Pot (?)
Gown which the line seemed insufficient, so a 20ft ladder placed. Keen observers will
realise that some innocent confusion reigned. And the next pitch was not Pulpit,
although we treated it as such and were 10ft of ladder short. Puzzled, we added an~
other ladder and descended Mud Pot (no, we still hadn't guessed)

xb g Cothedral Pltch of tht Or diad 1t? No the next was TSft and must be Dome
itch - we must have lost Cathedral somewhere. My God, the mind plays strange tricks
down these Yorkshire holes. Then I found that the end of. the ladder did not corres-
pond with the betton &f the pitech. Hm! But it was. only about 20ft short, and this was
cljmbable with a handllne.. v o . S .

Yes, you 've got it — we were descendlng Centipede pltch follow1ng an alternatlve route
to tha one we were 1ntend1ng to use. And we stlll did not. realise it there's leader-
ghip for- you.

‘Never mind, we were gettlng deeper and the next two pltcnes, Candle Pot and Shlstol Pot
were recognised as such. The sound of a stream herslded the approach of Battle Axe
Pitch whose L5ft ladder is only damp for the last 15ft tc the big ledge of Thunderstorm
Depoti’ A short traverse up and out over .the 65ft Wet Pitch gained a rawlbolt belay
from-vhich: the ladder hung out of the worst of the deluge.

Opinicns varied as to how to get onto this.ladder: I chose to traverse to the rawlbol*
and descend but, locking up through the spray, I noticed thé next person d01n5 a Tarzay
(soviy, Jane) act and swinging out from the ledge.  Chaqune a son accident, I thought
moviey smwartly out of the flight-path. =

Last pltch of 25ft was laddered throuph the usual hole @bove and to the rlaht ¢f the
wet version. - The vanguard of the last three pitches - TK, DS, and IP - again found
thnrselves waiting for their pursuers. An exchegge of llmerlcks had filled in some
wa'ting time above Batile Axe, but pressing on to groundsheet Junction with the Mester
Cuve seemed a better idea now; and there was time to push on downstream to Long Pool
tefore returning to meet the remaining arrivals st hpm.

IL was Mars Bar ‘tlmeﬁ DV appearing as 1f by ‘magic to announce the appxoach of the
socond party who had mansged a guick plnt befare setting off dowm,

~ving the others to go downstream, the flrst party went upstreum in the master Cave
to ach the lmpre551ve rift chamber of Lyle Cavern above the boutder-choked streamway.

Boih partles met again as we headed downstream to the Junctlon. Some would quibble
with my saying that the return trip went without incident. Individual rates of ascent
varied from reasonable to very slow - gravity botherln some. more than others, and
11fe11nes occa51onally becomlng haullnb ropes. '

The partles united once again on Centlpede Pitch where some miutual assistance with
tackle and bodies was called for. HNo, we still had not twigged it — this was still

9.
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Dz DPobohi-%n and

TK ahg JM! brought up'the réar of the flrst party,‘carrylnp 0dd’ 1tems ef taekle and two

anmo boxes belonelng t'o other- ﬁeﬁberq And our labours Were dulj rewarded by a barr—

i age of well-aimed snéwballs gs we reached the enurepce. There '3, gretltude. But- who :
cared? It HEG been a ‘great trip and it was only 8. 30rm ~ tims for a shower, a meel

and then off to the New Inn, Clapham, for a counle of Jaro.

SEQUEL "~ oo ;:”{’17».f <zféff: ff f B
The scene is the bar- of the: New’ Inn where “having cussed (1n the nicest p0551ble way)
Greg Smith for not bookln us -in" at “NPC's Greeno’ose HQ, the conversation got around to

"How was the trlp?" - Ouf description caused GS to indulge in much gesturing and a
trong disbelief in OUR VERSION. Actually, GE explained where we had been, and we all
snli "Oh of course, how silly not to have reallsed 1t.f . Much.laughter. Well, you.-

't w1n them all, can you° Pl e LT

IR A

AYGAL GENERAL MFETTNG - CoMTTIE mEpomTs.’ |

T save .time at the’AGM offloers‘ reporte are prlnted.below. If you have mny querleo
a,d,lng from these reports9 please make a no»e of 1t for the meetlng.” .
SURﬂR'S REPORT-. | ..1954 1:iipf T:,ijﬁ{ ,eie t:e ?iia.ii”:irl;*

fis can be seen,from the balance sheet (ettached}, the club is still solvent despite the
Lizn cottéage runnlng costs and the edltorlal ﬂraln." Concernzng the. cottage the elect-
rhadby -consuription has- Jumped ‘to practecelly double.thlu last querter aue to the dn- -
seollation of the storage hewters.' This will be offset, if not. f;nanc1ally, at least
iz the reduced deterioraticn of +the structire due ‘o dumo. Sewage disposal. costs should
be lower this year after the modification to the cess pit; ecuneil rates, however, ney

ris2., Gas costs are sratifyingly low, but observant types will notlce that fuel.(coal)
‘deee not appear in the expenditure column, tblo is because we de not purchase any, So.
this yéar that cost will‘be additiocnal. Aqother aspect is the lower 1nsurance figure ~
Loy

£371.30 was pald early thls year, the 1nsurence company. overloched us, . Glad we did not

.o 100 .
[N <

Bes nje gradually improve fﬂxtures and flttlnys, so the 1mprovement expenses w1ll be *f;
reuuced, the excéption being ‘the exteﬁ510n and extra land’ purchase, 50.2 sll ht .saving.

in that direction is forecast ‘this year.

The nommittee expeéhses are moderate, malnly UOSEage und statlonevy._‘”he unforuunute

1

Gl : has the hléhest blll thls because 1f the hlehfcost anvolved w1th Drlntlnp and

library, as many of you will have seen, now resembles a llbrarv, Wlth bookssl :
HUITVEYS, newsletters ebe. At qulte a hlrh cost though - plus Wu now have a. eood stock
i Lerge—scale me;s for accurate survey work on’ Meqdln. T St
:‘ﬁ"lly on-the: expense 51ee —'uhe cotuage is now ours, lock, stock and shcwer room,uhe
Tinal outstanding invoice now huv1nb been settled

s ) P T R

. Lhe eredit side, the greater our merber Shl}__\ the. sreater the: 1ncome ( providing You
awl remefiber £o: pay), We sheuld be about ene thlrd better off thls year.- -

The cobttage fees provlded a good source of income, eSﬂec1ally the guest bookings, so

keop them'rolling in. © And as can'be seen “the cotuare income: equalied £1921.50.against

cettaee “only- expenulture (not including 1mprovements, but including insurance) of
058 l’Ts 50 1t 1s noldlng 1ts own and snould con 1nue to do so thls‘yearga_i,;nx

e dlsapp01ntment Tast year was" the income’ from cevenants.' ”hls yeer I 1ntend to.
giart afresh with-a new covenant from everyone who- is Wllllnp to do S0, -and .scrap -the:
cld ones, so tidying up the administration,  Please, if you haven't done so, £ill out a
fresh form, dated from 1. l 83 and return to e 38 s00n as possible.. T
Arthur Spaln.::g
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1981

16058.72
1.76
703.23

319.00

107i1.71

368.28

116.51
19.00
3.50

138.58

AUDITED BY

MENDIP CAVING GROUP
YEAR ENDING 31-12-82

INCOME : 1981
CASH AT BANK 31-12-81 3624,59 | 117.93
CASH IN HAND 1,76 ; 210.23
BANK INTEREST 1981 26,45 | 89.01
1982 264.04 59.07
SUBS 1982 800,00 i -
SUBS 1993 110,00 |  15.86
COTTAGE FEES - MEMBERS 1982 841,00 ' 34.00
~ GUESTS 1080,50 | 195.26
COTTAGE FEES 1981 73,00 | °
DINNER TICKETS 462.00 | 28850
DIN. COACH COLLECTION 33,00  1187.63
COVENANTS 55,89
GIFTS/DONATIONS 7.97 |
CCC PERMITS . 17.50
SALE OF BOOKS 30.60 . 13.14
BARBEQUE SURPLUS 1.20 | 302,21
BREWERY 4/C 64,53
TRANSFER FROM SPHC 4/C 50,00 | 1561
: ———— 70417
7544,03 44000
240.00
42,00
400,25
. '9413,69
P - DATE 26%.94
| DATE
4391,66
1.76

EXPENDITURE

COTT. RUNNING EXPRNSES -
ELECTRICITY '
GENERAL RATES

SEWAGE DISPOSAL

WATER RATES (BRISTOL W.W.)

— PR

E R
~] N

P
Crobe =1
(BT Sl Y

W
“

WESSEX WATER RATES (DRAINAGE) 2.2k
REFUSE CHARGE 26,17
GAS 50,45
INSURANCE 60.5C
COTT. HOUSEHOLD ITEMS 43,7
¢OTT. IMPROVEMENTS EXPENSES :
IMPROVEMENT MATERIALS 440,2°
IMPLEMENTS 124,0z
YEATING INSTALLATION 169.1"
COMMITTEE EXPENSES
TREASURER 30,47
EDITOR INCLUDING N/L PHOTOCOPYING 387,67
EDITOR FLOAT C/F 1983 14,47
COTT. WARDEN FLOAT C/F 1983 14.0¢
SECRETARY 20,0
RECORDER 52,00
MEET SECRETARY 7.50
MISC.
LIBRARY REQUISITES BOOKS/SURVEY 408,06
SUNDRY CAVE EXPENDITURE T3, 5%
SUBS TO OTHER ORGANISATIONS 79,00
; HOTEL 445,5C
DINNER = o6acH 37.0C
FINAL BUILDING INVOICES 641.3%
SUNDRY GIFTS 25.0C
MISC. EXPENSES (PHOTO, CARDS ETC.) 173
TRANSFRR FROM DEP. TO SPEC. 250.0¢
CASH AT BANK , 3319.5¢
PETTY CASH 4,4z
MAPS 9K E7

7544.07
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BALANCE AS AT 31st DECEMBER 1982

GENERAL PURPOSE FUKD -

SPECTAL FUND -

BALANCE AS PER

AUDITED BY :- DATE

DATE

VMENDIP CAVING GROUP

BANK ACCOUNTS

CURRENT ACCQUNT 232,09
DEPOSIT ACCOUNT 3087.,50

. DEPOSIT ACCOUNT 1049,35
FUND IN HAND 1-1-83 4368.94
SPECIAL FUND 967.07
INTEREST SPEC. FUND 1981 5.78
1982 76.50

GENERAL FUKD 3319.59
CASH HELD BY TREASURER 4.44
43'73.38



WEULCE BEITHONL,

Since the Jast AGM the elub will have been subjected to-12 editions.of the newsletter,
nne each mnnth . Average ennkent has been about a.dozen sides of Ab, Distribution
started out a year ago at abeout 100, and hag gradually crept up to the present figure
of 150 — this ineluding exchanges with other cluvs (about 35.n0w) and a few conplement-
ary copies. for prospective members. Despite extensive use of donsted materials and
.services (¥or. which thanks to those who have helped), this has cost the elub almost
2480 —'about 25p per .CODY 5. including .on about 80 copies a month.

As most of the materlal far the newslelter comes from you the members, please’ keep the
news comlng in. Thls ‘doesn't necessarlly mean :sitting down to write an article — it's
a Newsletter, S0 what we, really want is snippets of -news, opinions, . complaints; in
fact anything which mpy ‘be of interest to other members.
L : Ien McKechnie.

’HECQRDER_/:ﬁIBRARIAN'S'REPORT:-

men crnm&ute meeilnﬁs were held in 1982. Average attendance was 5 T members - the best
excuse for absence was 'working in China', the worst 'I forgot'. The meetings have -

definitely prcaed up now we neet av the Mawson Arms, though we have yet to tzke less
than lhr 40min. | )

Fy prlorlules as 11brar1an remaln (1) to acquire relevant cave BUrveys and maps if “
these are lacking; (2) keep up %o dute with new publicahions and ensure the nevsletter
=xchange with other clubs continues satisfactorily;(3) try to catech up on old public-
tlons.‘ . _ . S .

All caving librarians I have nmet agree a nolional cav1pg blollography is desperstely
needed to cope with the muititude of publications.. However, nobody has’ produced one.
Tn 1ts absence, I have made a point of completing our set of "Current Titles in Speleo-

1ogy” which prov1des yearly listings of major articles and books from 1962, and "Inter-
nationale’ Blbllographle Flir Speillologie” covering 1950 to 1960. These at least reduce
the referance problem to checklng annual entrﬁes an top*cs and reglons. o -

Lsarly 700 1temu were obtalnnd Tor the llbrary in 1982 This 1ncluded extensive
zstehing up on publ 1C&t10n5 missed in previous years when bulldlng the cottage. Our
first llbrary list was published in November 1982. At last I know what 1tems the
library is supposed to have, if the - cottage contained everything in the- Llibra Ty ‘ligt
end formar card index. Unfortunatelv it doesn't.  It's former. chaotic ' staté in the old
it meant at least forty items went missing then - these are listed in the Jan 1983
newsletter, . page 63. Please do -check if Jou. have anything listed there, and return
ithem. Only one item could. not be traced:-in 1982: "The couplete Caves of Mendip" (1y7r
2dition). I should like to know who has Norbert Casteret'O-"Darkness Under the uartn"
- currently mlSSlﬁg.P : : - : : :

Following ‘the décision of the 1982 HYGM, we have obbained twelve €7 geoclogical maps of
cotern and central Mendip, end the renainder are én order. Judging by the nurber of
Luallets shoWwn on them, we shall have no problem finding rew cave passage this year!

1 should like to express the MCG's thonks to the following for generously donating
nuﬁliCPtions Gloucester Speleological Soceity, Hades Caing Club, Shepton Mallet

aV1ng Club, Somerset Mines research Group, Craven Potholg Club, Dav1d St Plerre, and
z number of MCG members.‘

CUGHET Y 'S REPORT.

Trne past year has been one of progress and consolidaticn for the Group. With the
110051t10n of seemingly endless work on Nordrach Cottage now but a memory, the trans-
l’”“d ;ion back to a fully active caving organisation is complete. Activities are

taking place against a background of reasonably efficient administraticn, finsncial
ronfldvnce and, most important, an enthusiastic membership.

lleets planned for 1983 are as varied and interesting as those of last year., The
first two meets this year have attracted gratifyongly large attendances. Away meets

13.



are obviously very popular - particularly those in South Wales and.Yorkshiref‘ - For
the first time ih many years an averseas expedition is being run; certain areas -~
of - Lhe Pyrenses will be erowded with MCG members thes summer. - : L ’

‘Thé dgmagd for tackleion Yorkshire meets has shown upa nee&'forfmore ladders and

ropes. These have now been purchased, together with other sundries, and it'ig”hopgd
that the next journey Neorth will not take with it 211 the group's tackle.

_¥embership is still increasing steadily. A year ago the tobal number of members

.8tood at-79.: Today it is 110 ircluding all ¢lasses, 0f that figﬁre, I would
estimate ‘that 50% are regular cavers, which is a healthy proportion. o

T am beginning to sense that there is some concern about setbing a numerical limit

to membership. Obvicusly, to set a limit requires a ealculated reason for 'so doing.

¥e are an cpen organisation and should remain so until the amenities we offer show

signs of being cverstretched, especially the accommodation. General meetings ex-

cepted, there is still no difficulty for members to find a bunk at weekends. How-

ever, the effects of increasing membership will be closely monitored, hopefully to

- identify problems before they become serious, '

There has been ne settlement yet of the probate on the late Jim Fry's estate. Hence
vie are no further forward in our efforts ‘to buy an extra piece of land. However,
a written offer is being made o underline our interest in the purchase. '

No action has takéﬁ;place on the revision of the Bone Hole licence agreement.  The
ball is in the Wational Trust court.

The Group's position vis-a-vis national and regional caving organisations remains
unchanged.  We retain our supportive membership of the Council of Southern Caving
Clubs, Cambrian Caving Council, and Ccuncil of Nérthern Caving Clubs.. This ensures
that we receive reports from areas in which we have particular interest. We are
usually represented at meetings of the Cambrian Caving Council, but conflicting
dates seem te¢ hamper attending Scuthern Council meetings; however there is always
the opportunity to cateh up on events on any night at the Hunters.

A watchful eye is képt on the Naticnal Caving association, but'little:df any real
interest to cavers at large seems t¢ come fr¢m this slough of beaurocrgcy,'except
for occasional equipment reports which are useful. = ' b ’

Returning to reality, an altermative venue for the AGH is being sought at Charter-
house ccunfry Club this year. ittendance at gensral ‘meetings is now too high to
cemfortably accommodate everyone in the cottage lounge. Guest numbers. for this
year's dinner are forecast to reach 100, so the coach is going to be a crowded
place on Saturday night, ncot to mention the crush at the bar at the Star.

' Tony Knibbs.

i® YOU DON'T H'VE YOUR TICK™™ FOR THE ANVUAL DINNRR, ASK TONY KNIEBS NOW-- IT
FE0MISES TO BE ANOTHWR ‘RHORABLE RVVNT, AND SQiE FORY OF ENTERTAINMENT HAS BFEN
ARRANGED FOR YOU POST~PRANDIAL DELIGHT.

LRI R RIRIRIRIRIRIRIRI NI NININ]
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RECORDER's REVIEWS

"And every one said, 'If we only live,

We too will go to sea in a Sieve, —

To the hills of the Chantry Bore! '

Far and few, far and few,

Are the lands where the Jumblies live..."

(slight apologies to Edward Lear)

Fairy Cave Quarry is just ten miles by crow from Nordrach Cottage, fewer still
from the Hunters. But there must surely be an upland Sea dividing eastern and
western Mendip, judged by the awareness among Nordrach cavers of happenings
east of the Fosse Way. Strange tribes such as the Border Caving Group are
rumoured to scrape a weekend's living under the earth. Primacy within this
eastern land is claimed by the Cerberus, led by the "mighty...feared...
omniscient...beneficent...HonSec" (sounds familiar, doesn't it). Every two
moons, messengers are despatched at his bidding to all peoples of his dominion,
and missives even stray as far as Charterhouse, bearing curious tidings in
Mendipese. These weighty parchments are none other than the Journals of the
Cerberus Speleological Society, which amassed 234 pages in 1982.

The burning issue on eastern Mendip would appear to be a topic of great
familiarity to MCG members a few years previously: the desire for a new club
cottage. Local details are different though — the Cerberus' current premises
at Fairy Cave Quarry are rented from Hobbs Ltd. (& part of ARC) who own the
quarry and who have successively discovered and destroyed some of the most
beautiful caves on Mendip. The consequences of this counter-intuitive
relationship between cavers and quarry owners are described in detail in the
Journal — suffice it to say that the CSS would like: A} a new freehold
cottage; B) preservation of the remaining caves in Fairy Cave Quarry (they
accept this would entail additional responsibilities and substantial costs};
and C) A and B preferably not to be mutually exclusive. The saga continues,
and they deserve the best of fortune — few caving clubs are really prepared to
spend®much time and effort conserving caves.

Items on caves of eastern Mendip are spread thinly, though the Journal may be
considered the fullest and freshest source of information (excepting a certain
bar in Dakhill). Again both eastern and western Mendip have some similarity,
the local caving content in respective publications being a function of the
scale and number of cave systems and digging hang-ups. Relevant articles in
the past year have been:

Vol.6 No.1, January/February 1982 p27 Hilliers Cave digging and radiolocation
p33 Caving regulations for Fairy Cave Quarry
No.2, March/April 1982 p59 Wishing Well Cave, Ashwick Grove
No.3, May/June 1982 p91 St Vincent's Swallet and thoughts on
drainage of Stoke St Michael area
Vo1.7 No.1, January/February 1983 pl13 A Review of CSS digs on Mendip:-
St Vincent's Swallet
Hopeful Hole
Wishing Well Cave
Timber Hole {(an old MCG dig)
Hunting Lodge Slocker
Maesbury Swallet
Shatter Cave
Withyhill Cave
Springfield Slocker.

Club news, club trips and the social scene take the usual share of space. The
1981 Cerberus exped1t1on to Morocco occupies over 50 pages of issues 5 and 6 in
1982 (now there's a useful idea for Ian after the MCG Pyrenees meet), and gives
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a good feeling for what a club expedition can be Yike. Cerberus had an
advantage, the 1981 expedition being their third visit to Morocco, being a
return trip to the Chara Region first visited in 1979.

Technical articles include one on the well-worn theme of caver's lighting
(Vol.6 No.3, p85), and an intriguing dissertation on the design of a combat
descendeur (ie: military, not CNCC v CSCC) where descent rates of 4-5 metres
per second are sought (Vol.6 No.T, p28). A "Mark 2' version of this
descendeur has been issued to various UK special forces, and even in warm
conditions, 200C plus, and repeated descents, its temperature did not reach
650C. The article doesn't say what happened to the rope ! Off-beat
techniques lavishly illustrated include the Cerberus Frog Rescue Service

(a 1ittie known branch of MRO), and the Toad Recovery Division which made
opportunistic use of a M.A.S.K. (Mobile Amphibian Survival Kit). Clearly
eastern Mendip wildlife is cared for underground, but the articles gloss over
whether either the toad or the frog had over-run their ETR before rescue was
initiated (Yol.6 No.2, p55 and No.6, p207}.

Aficionados of Private Eye will detect a certain resemblance between the =
PE 'Great Bores of Today' and the CSS 'Spieleo' feature. The 'Back Page' is
written by Spieleo, so is everything you could expect to hear if you gained
all your Mendip gossip while lying in a tired and emotional state under the
shove ha'penny table in the Hunters. And so to the big Question. Can
Cerberus Shady Deals Inc. afford to donate a new jumbo stapler to the CSS
Editor ? Recent Journals have been so large the staples just won't cope,
risking disintegration of the Journal and causing bloody thumbs among MCG
bibliophiles. Or perhaps we could have a free elastoplast with every issue.

ERRATUM in the last edition: In Greg Smith's account of Large Pot it is stated
that the entrance is West of Marble Steps. It is of course East.

Bob Speleo 8

JToo TiswT.
1 H Have To Twce
SorarHInG ofF
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HENDIP CAVING GROUP

- ANNUAL GENERAL WRETING

NORDRACHE, 19 “ARCH 1983
3,00 pm sharp
Chairman - Pat Walsh.
AGENDA
Apologies for absence.

Hinutes of the last General Heeting, the Half-yearly General Meeting held
on 16th October 1982.

Hlatters arising from the minutes.

Committee reports: Hon. Secretary Tony Knibbs

Hon. Treasurer Arthur- Spain
Hon., Bditor Ian MoKechnie
Hon. Cottage Warden John Mirdam
Hon. Recorder ‘ Jon Rcberts
Hon. Tacklemaster Phil Ingold

Hon. Meet Secretary Greg Smith
Matters arising from the Committee Reports.
Election of committee Reports,

- With the exception of the Hon. Tacklemaster and Hon. ¥eet Secretary, the
committee remains as listed above.

Hen. Tacklemaster: Two nominations have been received for this post and
a vote will decide betwesn Roy Xempston and Bryan Terry.

Hon, lieet Secretary: Only one nomination has been reccived for this post,
and Geoff Barton is elected unopposed.

Any other business.

Date and venue of the 1983 Informal Half-yearly ¥eeting and 30th Anniversary
Party.

' NB The ccach to the Star Hotel, Wells, will leave Nordrach Cottage at 7.00 pm.

It is hoped that the meeting will be held in Charterhouse Hanor rather than in
the cottage, where space is limited. However this is not yet confirmed -
a notice will be posted in the cottage on AGH merning stating the venue.

If we meet in Charterhouse Hanor, the bar there will be available tc¢ all those
attending the meeting, and ycu are encouraged tc go over there at lunch time.





