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?4ENDP CAVING GROUP

Secretary:
Tony ICiibbs, 25 Uinern Glebe, Byfleet, Surrey.
tel (home) Byfleet 43875 (work) 01—546-7741 ext 2199

Treasurer:
Arthur Spain, 57 Guildford Road, Broadbridge Heath, Horsham, Sussex.
tel (home) Horshain 64068 (work) Crawley 542251 ext 63

Meet Secretary:
Geoff Barton, 5hCricket View~ Princes Road, Weybridge, Surrey.
tel (home).Weybridge 49241

Cottage Warden:
John Miriam, 44 Chesterfield Road, ‘Vest Ewell, Surrey. tCTl9 9QP
tel (home) 01—593—3955 (work) 01—756—1212 ext 3027

Tacklemaster:
Roy Kempston, 15 FThrence Road, College Town, Cainberley, Surrey.
tel (home) Camberley 34558

Resorder:
Jonathan Roberts, 17 Kent Avenue, West F.aling, London, W13 8BE
tel (home) 01—997—2916 (work) 01—278—3825

Editor:
Ian McKechnie, 30 Brittain Road, Hersham, Walton-on—Thames, Surrey.
tel (home) Walton 228292

CAVING ACC0i~MODATI0N is available at the MCG cottage on ~!endip. The address is:
Nordrach Cottage, Charterhouse-on-i~endip, Blagdon, Bristol, 3318 6xw.
Map reference NGR 5147 5606 (os 1:50000 first series sheet 182)..
Bookings should be made with the Cottage ~Iarden.

~~gj~y }iv~ETrTGS are held every Thursday ay 8.3Opm onwards at:
The Fox and Hounds and Mawson Arms, Chiswick Lane South, Lthndon W4.

MCG FUEET ?R0GRAi\~ME~

Dec 5 St Cuthbert’s Swallet Tony Knibbs . MCG
Jan 21 Peak Cavern Roy Kempston Orpheus
Feb 18 Yorkshire Martin Rowe I’PC?
Mar 17 DYO/OFD Roger Wallington SWCC
Apr 20—29 N. Scotland Geoff Barton Grampian,

ST CUTEBERTS is one of Mendip’s major cave systems. Entry is with an approved lea1r
leader only, and the MCG now has a leader in the form of Tony Knibbs. On the week-~
end of 3rd December will be one of the infrequent opportunities to visit the cave.
If you’ld like to go along — let Tony knowas soon as possible. (nb there’sa
barrel oil that weekend. Now will you go?)

ARMCHAIR ~ET on 8th December will be a presentation of the slides from thePflenees
trip. If you have any slides we don’t know about, please contact Ian McKechnie
as soon as possible.

~MBERSHIP NE~4S

NEW PROBATIONM~Y !P~MBERS

Peter Collings—Wulls, 63 Jordan Road, Perivale, Middlesex. tel 01 -998-3228
introduced by Tony Knibbs, Denise Samuel.
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James Davies, ‘Doirlinn’, Owlsmoor Road, Owlsmoor, Camberley, GU15 4-TS
introduced by Roy TCecnpston, :Talcolm Cotter. tel (0344) 771736

Mike Heselden, 3 The Close, Thornhull park, Southampton, 502 5RB
introduced by Tony Knibhs, John :tiriam. tel (0703) L41~490

G0~D0N LIS9ER ,is now a ~u1l member.

ADO~SS CHkNQFS: Lesley Robbin≥3 is now found at 53 Ijilary Close, A1Ia3ba~y, i~uoks
(0296) 33337. Paul. and Joy ?~orron .ha.re moved to 21 Iicci~barry Read; Th’a-nton ~oaLh•,
Surrey, CR14- 8HZ, 01 771 —0666. Dot Vaii.ay in ci.L ilat 6~ N~~ncu~ ii”uTh); ~ibflrcL~ Lofle
Beckley, Oxford, 03(3 9UT, tel Stanton St John 760. Dave unit Knbiiy 13z:xter hove
South to 52 Bradsliavs Road, Jo. i t, Ilerts D’ I 0~, b- I U9~3 J~Q11 3 JO

can be found at 10. McAdam. hi-i ~o, ~nfi,eld, ;iiddj.e-~ex, EN~ t~PS, be: Oi~ 76.
Peter Harvey has moved to ‘Brynawel’, Castle ifl~ai, :Ithay.~tdsr, ?c’~y~ bc. (05c,~) 8i06~;..

CONGRATULATIONS to Phil Eliot and i:iaria, who a:e to he r2arr:Led on ~‘~th Nove~,b2r -.

Also to Bob Varley and Jenny, who were married earlier in idie y~ax-.

T±Th Co:ThIITIEE is in need of extra assistance, to help :1.nthe general runyjinc~ or the
club. Our constitution does nib allow us yo increase the number of committee
members, but it has been sury’,ested that in future bh~re shouI.d be two Ordinary
Members outside the committee who ~i 1.1 help inrli:5ilual coru:pLttee members when ~byy
have a peak work—load or are no~ available themselves, and to take responsibility
for some of the tasks vthich ccwnnti;ee members do not always brie cal.ie for. Any
member who would like td take •~n cue in these pr;si;s, lease contact Tony Faibbs or
another committee member, kud of corn-se if :rollre bh:LukJ.ng you ma;~c wish ye s haul
for alection to the cornmittce in the future, its an excellent way to got your nams
well known by the club menfberslitp

RECET~TS should be provided to hover the expense of aprbhi.ng you have to buy f or
the club, such as renlacemenh ‘h~ureho:Ld’ ittuis fox the cottage. You. shouLd not
normally spend more than £10 ~vLthout the prior approvaL of the treasurer - this is
obviously necessary to aLLeN the treasurer to keop control, of club funds; However
the rule should be treated with a little common sense; for example, it’ the cot Lag~
gas cylinder is empty and ~ou have to ~~ep]--aee i~ (cost £25) ihen you have done a
good job, providing you have a receipt. But if you spen~l £6.≥~O on a aecon--G:Lve
brass helmet—hook for the hall, you will cetta:tnly be asked to jus-hify the expenso
receipt or no receipt.

COTTAGE BOOKINGS . . - -. -

November .- ;. -. .. February -

25 Kingston Poly ~. .. - 2 lembers ‘7eekend
- . 11

December . .

3 Members (St Cuthherts), Barrel. 25 Dave Higginson (12)
10 West Uidlands (-1Q)
1 7 ]tlarch
214- 3 1~:ornbers Teekend
31 Members Weekend 10 Dave Higginson (12)

i-f
January 214-

7 3-’
14.
21 . April.
28 7 Members Weekend
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COTTAGE NOTTES

OUR L~DDER (cottage—climbing, not caving), is now attached to the back wall of the
cottage, and the key is kept on the back of the library wall. So if you find a
blocked gutter, there’s now no excuse for not going u~ to unblock it. But don’t
forget to put the ladderback afterwards and put the key away - it’s rather too
attracti~ve an item to leave unguarded during the week.

OUR LERtRThI’T informs us that a nuniber of members have had books out for some time;
if you are one - would you please return or rehew as soon as possible.

GRo7mS OF DISCONThNT have been noted on several weekends recently, when members
who have booked into hotels or bought tents, arrive to discover that the fully-
booked cottage is actually half empty. The sin of booking then not turning up is
unavoidable an occasions; most of us have had to drop out through illness or some
other reason at least once. But please bea~it mind, now that the membership has
grown and the cottage is more often full, that. others may be glad of your bed; don’t
book up if you think you MI7~PT go that weekend. Similarly, if you find the cottage
is fully ‘cooked the weekend you want to go, don’t be put off; put your name on the
booking sheet anyway as first reserve; on past expeience you’re pretty sure of a
•bed, and if you’re unlucky, the chairs are almost as comfortable.

TACKLE ~EPO~TS

SRT ThCKLE is still spread among a number of members. If you have some of the club/
• ?yrenees SRT gear, please tell Roy Kempston what you have (including lengths) so
that he can complete his list of holdings~ If you want to borrow SRT gear, R0S is
also the perâon to ask, But don’t bother to ask unless you are an expé4enced
practitioner of the art of SRT, who has demonstrated this skill to the ~satisfaction
of •the committee. If you are a newcomer to ~RT you are welcome to use the ge~.r, but
only under the supervision of an experienced member of the club, who must be the one
to take responsibility for the equipment.

A TACKLE BOOK is in the tackle store, where you should note av lost, damaged, or
defective equipment you come across. It is also important that any tackle taken
away from mendip is recorded in the book, or any tackle taken fó~ longer than the
duration of a caving trip recorded on the trip board. ?leaseremern.ber al~ to return
tackle as soon as possible, especially when it has been takeh awayfrom Mendip, eg
to an away meet, and don’t take all but three of the club’s ladders away so that
no-one else can do any caving — check with Roy Kempston in advan~ if you will need
a lot of tackle.



AGEN ALL1~SDD -CUThR CIRCIS ROUTh 12 Novethber by Tony Knibbs

Participants Tony Knabbs, Denise samuel, ‘rthur Spain, Geoff Barton, Roy xcempston,
BobVarley, Paddy Newman, ~]sn Dougherty.

As usual; we enjoyed the hosoital~ty or the C~S at “~ihitewalls” for the. weekend.
The good::hews is that they have decided td instal è, shower;the bad news is that
it isn’t finished

Not all caving t~ips have a definite aim, but this one ha~ a declarea itinerary, of
Northwest Junction, Tth’key 0601, Summertime Series,: and x~eturn via .Coalbel]sr Passage.
Last y~az’ we had failed”to locate the connection between coal cellar paSsage and
Summertiz~e, so this time advic~ was sought and the ,magiQ connection approached from
the other direction, Beari~ng in mind the problemswhich we.encontered, this report
records the connectidn in sufficient detail to act as a reference.

We entrred the cave at 11,00am which, considering the scheduled duration of lOhours,
clearly jeopardised drinking time, ~part from TK leading everyone up a cul-de-sac
somewhere between the entrancç and firstboulder choke,. no route-finding problems
were encountered as we spent as we reached the first three hours reaching Turkey ‘co
?oolwhere we halted fora meal. Ls befits a trip of thi~ nature,. the food consumed
includeñ pork pies and buttered bufls, BV deserving special mention for Chelsea buns
made by himself. ,. .. .

3Por reasons best kno.vn to thomsnjves, C-B, ~Y, and ‘N dined by themselves downsrream
of Turkey “ccl. Thiá deprived W{ of the knowledge which might ‘have stopped him
from drinking from the water when he was on the far side, ie that someone had gone
for a ‘leak 3apstream, . . . .. .. . . . .~.

We. continued, upstream: via. Turkey Chamber to eventually reach Hawkins’ Horror -a ~&s
passage offto the right into Sand Caverns ~‘asCage at the ~tOr’~. of Summertime Series0
After about 10Dm up 8and Caverns, a right turn enters Selenite Needle Passage which
provides, a mixture of crawling and stooping to reich i~astorn ftvenup, itself an
element of tho Innex* Circle route. . ... .

‘Ye found 11i,dsuminer ‘assage .easi]y. enough; it is the first right~hand passage off
Eastern Avenue and qarries. away the small stream bet*een banks of sandy mud.
summer Passage continues 809th, and the strem becomes lost bdneath sand-co’~erad
breakdown blocks which eventually choke the passage. A holebetween boulders at the
left-hand wall was followed along the wall for about 5Dm to pass the’ choke and regai
regain open passage.

Almost immediately on leaving the choke, an examination of the right-hand wall
revealed two holes sloping down for a few metres to unite above a narrow, parallel-
sided vertical rift. The two holes are obscured from casual view by a large, flat-
topped block upon which we found a ‘marker’ - a brick-sized rock with white plastic-
covered detonator wire wound~ around it.

The narrow rift drops about three metres direcfly into the upstream section of
Easter “assage. To me, it looked rather intimidating as a route for all to use; at
this point I was unsure of how much passage, and of what difficulty, lay between us
and the upstream extension of Coal Cellar Passage. But ~3 decided the issue and
easily passed the slot, with DS in support, shuffling over a chockstone and dropping
down about a body length to open passage below.

.Qf course, as soon as somebody provides a lead, others follow, and it was not long
before we were all thrutching along a small, boulder-encumbered passage — mostly on
hands and knees. (ouch~). We had metS ~bhe stream again and, slowly, I recognised
enough landmarks to be sure that the slot had dropped directly into Easter Passage.
God knows how we had missed this connection, having worked upstream from Coal Cellar
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Passage.on a previous tripl I shall never know. Equally puzzling is the question of
whe±’e Coal Cellar Passage becomes raster Passage, but navigation, is simply by follow—
-ing the stream. . . .

Reminiscent of the previous trip3 tiredness began slowing down the party; BV slowed
me down by’ being kind enough to let me carry his amino box (again~). 3~ reached
Turkey streamwa3r at about 6.OOpm and continued don to Northwest .Tunction ëtopping
for a nosh and a rest shortly beyond.

Before we set off, I managed to get rid of the blasted Ammo box ‘— I was offex~ed ?N’ s
rocket tube (Exocet, perhaps?) and reluctantly passed the box ~o DS. Now that every
one was slowed down, we headed off out, Minor route-finding problems held us up in
the vicinity of Second Boulder Choke, otherwise the return trip went smoothly and we
left thencave at 8.3Opm.

Everyone was back at hlvhitewalls? soon after 9.OOpm and a frenzy of disrobing and Wa
washing took place before people either went down to Crickhowell for a few jars or’
practised ‘cordon noir’ cooking just to be different. Jt must have been a bad
night because everyone claimed to have caught a fleeting glimpse of the spectre of
JR scrounging supper at the hut around midnight.

C.ENPRAL NOTICE — TI~ CARRL\GE OF OTPE~ PEOT’TE’S_I’!~O]lWNTA.

It is hereby proclaimed that, in future, no assistance will be rendered in the
carriage of other people’s impeiLmen±a — inc].udrkng plastic rocket tubes, ammo boxes,
wicker hampers, portmanteaux, sea chests: handbags (with purses), imitation leather
suitcases or tin trunks — unless the following conditions are agreed to or complied
with befcre, or at the time of, coTmencement of the aforementioned carriage.

(i) .The caver requiring such assistance (hereinafter referred to as THE NtilS~NCE)
shall demonstrate his/her total exhaustion. r~anting and walking into walls

will not be considered sufficient evidence, unless offered as part of a bigger fiascc0

(ii) The person providing the service of carriage (hereinafter referred to as TITI
MUG) shall take all reasonable steps to avoid the chore. Demonstration of

equal incompetence, dying, breaking a leg, hiding successfully for more than five
minutes, are all acceptahle.as disqualification. . .

(iii) In the event of the Nuisance dying prematurely, the item(s) carried sha[l
become the property of t~ie i~~ug.

(iv) The Nuisance shall ensure that the item to be carried shall be properly
with handle, shoulder strap, skid, wheel(s), in such a way a~ to faci].i:Late

carriage by the dug.

(v) The Mug shall not be held responsible in any way for the safety or survival of
the item(s). St will be assumed that the ~uisance has rendered such items impervious
to:

(a) accidental throwing cloven pitches not ‘oxceeding lOOm depth,
(b) loss of buoyancy thrcugh some inability to support additional ballast

(rocks) stowed internally or attached by string or wire,
(c) damage by fire, notaj~ly a few hours contact wibh multiple carbide lamp

flames or placing upon a paraffin, petrol, or spirit stove,
(d) destruction by explosion due to negligently piricing the item(s) wit~thn

inches of a prepared charge, thereby occasioning a terrible misfortune.

(vi) The Nuisance shall, at all times, be responsible for ensuring that the ~Tug
does not absentmindedly forget such item(s), ie by inadvertently leaving such

item(s) under or behind boulders or buried in sand, gravel, or soft mud.
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- (~ii), Ih the unlIkely event of the item(~) actually beingrèturnedç:howsoever altered
byoi~’cumstancès; to the Nuisanbe, theMu~ shall be entitled to levyafee,

payable in good quality bitter, as s}~ownhereunder - --

(a) Ammo box, handbag,(with or without purse), satchel, small knapsack; canary
(in cage) NE Pfl1T

(b) Large- ammO box, small suitcas~ briefcase, hamper, attache case, hatbox,
rolled umbrella, p±’ any item exceeding 5lb weight or lcu.ft volume.~

o a HALF GALLON
(c) Full—size suitcase (with strap — on wheels), sea chest, tin trunk, port—

—mar teau,~ Gladstone bag, rucsack, carpet bag, (including Axminster), tea
chest, br ~ny item exceeding 30lb Weight or 2cu.tb volume

, a.. .~. . . . .. ..0NEGPT,T~3N
(d) Wheelbarrow,: handbart;- palaziquin, luggage trolley, sack truck (with sack),

or an item which is so big and heavy that two or more i~ugs are needed to
move it t~ BARREL

(viii)Potentiai -Nuisanc-eä are advisei to carry undergrOund some readily negotiable
forth of prepayment (or bribe); some Mugs would do anyththng for a can of
Fuller’s in Summertime ‘eries

THE TROLL BOLlARD ThN~R by Martin. Rpwe

iiCG members who attended the SOT course at ~hernside and anyone who was on the
“yreñeé~ trip, tilt be familiar with this new piece •of equipment. The hangpr,
which bo’ts into standard Bran anchots, is self contained and requires no carabiner
Or mailloñ tapide - the rope is- atta~hed directly into the hanger. It is light
weight (only 25 grm ) and compact (1÷ x 3cm)

To use, first a loop is tied in the rope, (boxline on the bight, butterfly, fig 8,
depending cii location). This loop is pushed throughtthe opening in the Bollard and
over the bolt, which is then screved into the anchor. It is important to either
have a slightly overhar~ging location, or to arrange the belay so that the rope hahgs
clear of the rook. This is to avoid friction, uaweciallyat the knot. The best
loading is just less thah 90 degrees to the anchor, but it is ra~erted to be- safe
to use up to 1÷5 degrees.

When de—tackling, remember that once unscz~ewed from the anchor, •the Bollard is not
attached to anything and it is likely to disappear down the pitch if you are not
careful. An ‘mrdinary’ hanger remains fixe~ into the knot -iii the ~‘ppe,

Have a krab ab hand, and carry the Bollard (and any other hangers) inside the tac1 t.

bag then not in use, to prevent damage to the threads

A KNOT FOR DOTELE BELAYS ‘ by Martin Rowe

When ar~anginging a double belay for an Sr rope, it is useful to have a knot with
a double loop, one for each bander. The simple figu~e-8 knot only has a single loop;
however, the figur~-8-on—thhe--bight produces two loops. ft further advantage of
this knot is that the loOpá can be adjusted irideuèndently so that loops of different
lengths are produced,

To tie, first of all make a -figure-8 knot with one long làop (fig 1- averleaf). Then
take the end of this loop and begin to return it through the knot -(fig :2). This
produces two new loops, and by slipping the end of, the original loop over them
(fig 3) then over the entire knot, the knot is secure& (fig i~1. The method is
similar to that used in a bo~line-on-Lhe-bight

Figure 5 illustrates how, the knot is used -in-a double belay. The loOps can be
adjustad to any lengths; if the anglebetween the loops is 90 dpgrêes then this
avoids over—tensioning the belay.
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BCRA CONFERENCE, LrrERpooLumTlvE~sxTf, io/ii Sept 1983 by tatin Rowe

For me, the highlight: of the conferenàe was, the series of stereo colour slides
taken 0-regoriana expedition The ~iiost impressive of these slides was taken looking
directly down a 55m shaft and when projected onto a 2O~ square screen it had 200
people in the audience despeiately groping around looking for belay points and cows
tails. In fact, if we had been wearing caving gear and if a few sound effects had
been thrown in, it Would have been impossible to believe I wasn’t actual].y cavin~
in Spain ~his was one up on ‘~rnchair Gav~ng - more li~e a nt harnes.3 Inridort
-ally, Gregoriana has potentially the w~ld’s deepest cw~e - Poga Jorcada Blanca.
(i think), better known as F.U. 56..

.cc~:.t;..rj1T ?,;~ ~ ‘. •-L~.’t:6;o~
t,i~ive “1e~tlake’ s infor?ativ.e ~al1c was a guide to~ the ~ar uj~ of Speed’ iq],l C~vea.n1 that
tdunsts arid most cavers never see, with some geology, history, and hyirology mixed
in Some high quality photography and his professional piesentabion all helped
to make the onference excellent value for money (16 t1~ks per day forCLl, or about
6p each).

In the afternoon, an inspired talk by Howard Tones was pure entertainment.. Basi2-
—ally a ~lidb sho* ofhith and his mates doing a bit of caving in Treviso, Spain
(Cueva 56 to be precise) his wit and humour led us throughsflides of thier trip down
what is potentially the world’s deepest cave

Blue -holes 83 was, surprisingly. not an expedition to potentially.the wprld’s
deepest cave, but rather a ca’.’e Cl vei ‘s holiday in Lhe Banamas They did find a
shrimp though Or as Tulian aLt e~ said “Th.1.” t~ a ~xwimp It has red spots on.
Other than that, it is ~,hite’ i±e also Sc ~, “ e tore stirposed to do some biolog±
—ical work, but it didn’t come otf, as ce didn’t k-ic what we were doing?

Mexido 8? was ànothèrexpèdi+ion to pdtenhially the world~ deepest c~ye, enlivØnO&
by the presence of a few well—known enaic c~tvcrs They didn’t fnd the deepest
cave (winch gives them the excuse to ~o back, sup1io~e), but they did discover the
local fire water. &s there were L~endip cavers. present, there had to be silly gaines
of course, some of which involved lave fireworks hryan ?erry Qlerse note) Ther
progress down one cave v~as halted at a saull slope (honest’), winch the texican
papers teported as “British caver~ find wbi-ld’á deepest cave in ~exico way on
blocked by.skçlis~. .Bet.~’Dèscent’ has neyer.hada story like that.

This ‘ias followed by Bid “erou’s latest fun — ebout exico. ~s usu.l, it is ip ‘c’
his very high standard, but does let one upfcrtunate ~1’rase creep in yes, y.~a ~‘

guessed it — “. .to find the world’s dee~eat cave’ ~Ie didn’h fi~c3 t, hit Dci c. 1?

Gill dad dive several sum~s tp fiç.d. r~a~ ~as s~gq~ ~on~ ~ T)~1~ 5tAd4thr1 rjY~ &~i

~fl1 fdklonn~ apdcontin~ail~r ~tsking “Ts ltr ge~~iv~ big, ~are~. er ~snt\~
Dave”. *~ need to say hoti this ~ient down with IJOQ cavcrs in tne a~ Cl C ice ‘i L I
I can’t figure is hoc Bid °erou is always there to film Oave ‘lflscote~rarg” new pa~a
passages beyond the stamps.

Alison Moody yras due to give a. talk ~ this point an Chart~rhouse Cave, but didn~t
show up. My guess is that she had disco iered tho worlu’s deepest cave in ?Iendip
and was keeping it quiet

Sunday morning got off to a slow s±nrt after ~H-urda~ night’s disco (bar till 2a,m
Talks on Pecos an~ Matiengo began to blurr together in the minI. You can only take
so much. It was as if we were r’~alLy wat~hing a slide show of the world’s deepest.
Cave - it went on ~nd on 15km long —1196m . potentn] 1500m
29 pitches . . .8days to rig 2000m ropt. ,. .600 rolls film0

One thing is for sure: when the World’s Deépe~t Cave is eventually found, Dave
lUliot and Paul Ramsden will bottom it on Sfl and others on laddere The. SRT/La4de~
debate didn’t produce anything conclusive. At one point Dave Elliot said “

-to.



..climbing is like wanking: its boring and makes.your arms ache”,, Someone behind
me whispered “so does SRP”.. -

Dave Elliot al~or~ave an interesting talk on knot strengths, the result of some
backyard research at Thernsi&o. He concluded b3t saying more research requires more
rnoney~nd that the national bodies cough up, he wouldn’t do anymore. Embarrased
smiles fi’om.BCRA officials. (Dave also had some pretty slides of the latest in~
paving clothing for femnle cavers in Yorks).

Finally the illustrated lecture on the Gaping Gil]/Inglborough connection by Geoff
Teadon and ‘Geoff Croosley. This trip had been ‘on’ for some time but Yoi’ks TV who’
wanted to film it delayed then backed out. Fortunately Gid Perou had recently
returned from filming in~otentially the iorld’s Deppest Cave , in Mexico, and saved
the day. The lecture cthnsisted. of a brief history of the exploration and how
the connection was made, with Sid fiffiming.’ Geoff and Geoff didn’t have slides of
the sumps, but got around this.. ~“In fact it looks very like KeN Head. Very much”.
Well if you’ve seen one , you’ve seen them all — but wasn’t it h Dave~

NOT PENYGHENT POT WEE CSND by Tony Kznbbs

Participants: Roger Wallingto, MikeLovell, Tony Knibbs, Denise Samuel,
Phil Eliot, ‘etc Co].]tngs-.Wells, Martin Rowe, Steve Lane.

Tins is really a tale about rJa~c b~i.. best of tftngs when faced bynadversity. IVY’s
insurers may not think the we’d ad/!3J+y ir •}‘e~ o~”st c’ioice under the circum—
—stances. Starting the weekea~. by deNLalistuirAg his Audi all over the back of a
Jenson Intàrceptor on the Mi,. Roger had more reasons than most to find weather -

conditions uninspiring on Saturday morriing, 8th October. Rain poured down liber—
-ally out. of a mournful, grey sky~. Friday nightt s report of water conditions had
not been optimistic, so .the overnight downpour, end iJs sequel, were not helpful.
Penyghent was obviously off limits, ..

St and MR (plus two mates) sought to defeat the rain by visiting eai °ot using SRT.
This turned outto be a fiasco because the secOnd pitch was too wet to descend.
And Car Pot is usually a dry trip, indicative of just how web the fells were,

The rest of us decided to take shettei in (a) the Whoop HaIl, at COwan Bx~idge,,fOr
a couple of pints, then (b) Lancaster Hole and Easegill. PM and ML, set off to puü
the ladders into County °ot to facilitate a through tr’p. TX, OS, P1’, and PC—
headed towards Lancaster Hole, laddered the IlOft shaft, ard proceded to enjoy ‘n 1.

unusually wet descent starting soon after I .OOpm

While waiting for RI and ii to arrive from County °ot over the mooxs, we set atoitv
passing the time by descending into the Graveyard via an extremely wet fixed ladder
pitch of about 25ft. None of us could think where the Gollonades were, but the
arrival of the other two allowed us to begin the trek towaMs” E~sógill.

then it could be heard far below us, -he main stream sounded lively. The waterfall
from Cow Pot provided a hoisy spectacle at Fall Pot, and numerous other inlets :~t’e
seen entering the system from all sorts of nooks and crannies.’ The’ main stream was
only encountered in, the Master Cave ~t Oxbow Corner; it filled. the whole passage~,
with peaty, brown, rapids. ‘ , . .

The Minarets was a welcome lan~waric0 Rou~e—’t iding he d been stra~g1 tforward so far
and continued this way to Stop Pot whc..re the fixed 3Oft ladder eluded us for a few
minutes. Beyond Stop ?ot, boulders wore soon Jescended to the Main Drain from which
the route off towards County ~‘ot was impassible due to the high state of the streai~

A party had been encountered back at about Comes’ Cavern. They had come in via
Manchester Bypass and had obviously laddered the short Maypole Pitch. Hoping that



we were ahead r’f them, we retraced our steps towards Snail Cavern. The bypass was
easily located in the left—hand wall, across a bedding plane, and we were soon
reduced to thrutohing along this vile, knobbly, intestine of a ~nssage.

kt the maypole it was obvious that we had finished second; the other party had gone,
and with them their ladder. ‘\Tever mthnd, the maypole was left in position and it
only took a few minutes of knotting slings and bits ~f nylon string together to
provide a passable means of descent. Let’s be honest, anything was preferabl.e to
trudging back to Lancaster Hole entrance, and it was only a l5ft climb (or faLL).

Safely down, it took us only a few minutes to reach the s-Lreamway aho~e Spout HJl.
Continuing upstream to Oxford Circus gained the short cliuth up the left-band wail.
into the County 2ot strearnway and out to a truly wet and nrserab:Le evening on the
moors at about 6.45pm.

We all felt rather weary and the prospect of having to go over ho do-tackle I,:a.’oai~tQ’
entrance shaft was ‘most unwelcome. But thoughts of anhot shower bach at GreenoLcs~
spurred us an and it only took an extra ~5miuutes to finish the jobs

Sunday seemed to da~:n even wetter than Saturday and the prospect of putt Lug on wet
gear drained away whatever enthusiasm there may have been remaining. Still, it
hadn’t all been bad.
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