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MENDIP CAVING GROUP

Secretary:
Tony Kaibbs, 23 Winern Glebe, Byfleet, Surray.
tel {home) Byfleet L3875 : - (work) O1-546-7741 ext 2199
Treasurer: - o
Arthur Spain, 57 Guildford Road, Broadbridge Heath, Horsham, Sussex.
tel (home) Horsham 64,068 - (work) Crawley 542251 ext 63

Meet Secretary:
Geoff Barton, 5bCricket View, Princes Road, Weybridge, Surrey.
tel (home) Weybridge 4921
Cottage Warden:
John Miriam, 44 Chesterfield Road, West Ewell, Surrey. XM9 9¢°
tel (home) 01-393-3955 (work) 01-736-1212 ext 3027
Tacklemaster:
Roy Kempston, 13 Florence Road, College Town, Camberley, Surrey.
tel ‘home) Camberley 343383

Resorder: ‘
Jonathan Roberts, 17 Kent Avenue, West Faling, London, W13 8BE -
tel (home) 01-997-2916 (work) 01-278-3825
Editor:

Tan McKechrie, 30 Brittain Road, Hersham, Walton-on-Thames, Surrey.
tel (home) Walton 228292

CAVING ACCOIMMODATION is available at the MCG cottage on <endip. The address is:
Nordrach Cottage, Charterhouse-on-¥endip, Blagdon, Bristol, BS18 6XW.

Map reference NGR 5147 5606 (03 1:50000 first series sheet 182),

Bookings should be made with the Cottage Varden.

WEEKLY #MEETTINGS are held every Thursday ay B.BOpm onwards at:
The Fox and Hounds and Mawson Arms, Chiswick Lane South, Landon Wi.

MCG BELT PROGRAVMME

Dec 3 5t Cuthbert’s Swallet - Tony Knibbs . MCG

Jan 291 Peak Cavern Roy Kempston - Orpheus
Feb 16 Yorkshire Martin Rowe N2C?

Mar 17 DYO/OFD Roger Wallington SWCC

Apr 20-29 N, Scotland Geof'f Barton Grampian

ST CUTHBERTS is one of Wendip's major cave systems. Entry is with an approved leadar
leader only, and the MCG now has a leader in the form of Tony Knibbs. On the week-
end of 3rd December will be one of the infrequent opportunities to visit the cave.
If you'ld like to go along - let Tony know as soon as possible. (nb there's-a
barrel on that weekend. Now will you go?) - :

ARMCHATR MEET on 8th December will be a presentation of the slides from the Pyrenses

trip., If you have any slides we don't know about, please contact Ian lNecKechnie
as soon as possible. '

MEMBERSHIP? NEWS

NZT PROBATTONARY iRHBERS:

Peter Collings-Wells, 63 Jordan Road, Perivale, ¥iddlesex. tel 01-998-3228
introduced by Tony XKnibbs, Denise Samuel.



James Davies, 'Doirlinn', Owlsmoor Road, Owlsmoor, Camberley, GUi5 4TS

introduced by Roy Tempston, Yalcolm Cotter. tel {0344} 771736
- Mike Heselden, 3 The Close, Thornhill Park, Southampton, 302 BRB
"~ introduced by Tony Knibbs, John Uiriam. tel (0703} 464490

GORDON_LISTER is now a]full member.

ADDRESS CHANGES: TLesiey Robbins i now found atb 55 Hi 1¢Pv Glnse, Avlesbury, Ducks

(0296) 33337.. Paul and Joy dHerrun have moved so 27 Hosbevey hoad, Thovaton Healk,

Surrey, CR4 8HZ, O1-771 0566, Bob Vaiiey o ab 1Wlat 2, Mokowecd Eousa, dlnrel Lona,
Beckley, Oxford, 0X3 YU, tel Stanton #t. Jolnm 70C. Dave and ¥abhy Doxber ﬁdv, £ TG
South to 52 Bradshaw Raad, WHuLOPd, Herts, #D2 A, hel 0923 2250ChL. . 3teve Gon
can be found at 10 HoAdam. Drive, Enfield, iddieuex, A ¢FL, tel G 500632 760
Peter Hervey has moved. to’ 'Brymawel', Castle Lovad, Rhayader, Wowys, boi (04597) 840831

CONG?ATULATIONQ to Dbll Ellot and iaria, who ave to be marrhed on AHUn Hoverher.

Also to Bob Varley and Jenny, who were merried carlier in the yzar.

THE COMITTEE is in need of exira assistance, bto help in the general runviars of vhe
clob. Qur constitution docs pvi allow us yo increase the rmunber ¢l committee
mewmbers, but ;t hes been sugzested that in future ulowe )hnrid be twe Ordiaary
Yembers oubside the commitiee who will help iadividual comriltee mewbers whea thyy
have a peak work-lecad or aie 16t uvallzbie themselves. and Lo take responsibility

for some of the tasks which comrittee members do not always have tiwe foro Any
member who would like to take on ocuo of these posta, piease acontact Tony Enibbs or
another committee member. And of cowrse, if you'ipe thicking you med wish yo sband
for dlection to the commitbee in bthe fubure, 1t's an excellent way to got your nams
well known by the club memberslip.... '

RECET?TS should be provided to cover the exuernse of anybhing you have to buy for .
the club, such as repnlacement 'household' items foo the cottage. You should not
normally spedd more than 210 without the prior approval of the treasurer - this is
obviously necessary to allow the treasurer io kesyp control of club funds. Hewever
the rule should be treated with a little COMION. SBUSE ! for exampls, 1f ithe cotlags:
gas cylinder is empty and you heve io replace i% (cost £25) then you have done a-
good job, providing you have a receipt. But if you spend £8.52 on a desorative
brass helmet-hook for the hall, you will cebtbainly be asked to justify the expanss,
receipt or no receipt. o

COTTALGE BCOKINGS

November . | R © February :

25 Klngston Doly " . - 4 ‘iembers Veekend

: 11

December. ' . 18

3 Members (St Cuthbertb) Barrel, 25 Dave Higginson (12)
10 Test !iidlands (12) :

17 Hairch

2L 3 dembers “eekend

31 Hembers Weekend 10 Dave Figgiason {12)

17

January 25,

7 )

14

21 : April

28 Y ¥embers Weekend
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COTTAGE NOTES

OUR LADIER (cottage-climbing, not caving), is now attached to the back wall of the
cottage, and the key is kept on the back of the library wall. So if you find a
blocked gutter, there's now no excuse for not going up to unblock it. But don't
forget to put the ladderback afterwards and put the key away - it's rather too
attractive an item to leave unguarded during the week.

OUR LIBRARTIAN informs us that. a number of members have had books out for some time;
if you are one - would you oleasse return or renew as soon as possible.

'CROWLS OF DISCONTENT have been noted on several weekends recently, when members

who have booked indo hotels or bought tents, arrive to discover that the fully-
booked cottage iz actually half empty. The sin of booking then not turning up is

unavoidable on occasions; most of us have had to drop out through illness or some
other reason at least once. But please bear in mind, now that the membership has
grown and the cottage is more often full, that. others may be glad of your bed; don't

book up if you think you MIZFT go that weekend. Similarly, if you find the cottage
is fully booked the weekend you want to go, don't be put off; put your name on the

' bocking. sheet 1nyway, as first reserve; on past expeience. you're pretty sure of a
‘bed, and if you're unlucky, the chalrs are almest as comfortable. :

_’”AC R ?““OQTb

SRT iACTLP is still spread among a number of members. If you have some of the club/
. Pyrences SRT gear, please tell Roy Kempston what you have (including lengths) so
that he can complete his list of holdings® If you want to borrow SRT gear, Ro¥ is
also the person to ask. But don't bother to ask unless you are an experienced
practitioner of the art of SRT, who has demonstrated this skill} to the satisfaction
of the committeé. If you are a newcomer to SRT you are welcome to use the gear, but
only under the supervision of an expérienced member of the club who must be the cne
-to take responsibility for the equﬂgnent

A TACKLE BOOK is in the tackle store, where you should note any lost, daraged, or
defective equipment you come across. It is alsc important that any tackle taken
away from mendip is recorded in the book, or any tackle baken for longer than the
duration of a caving trip recorded on the trip board. Pleaseremember alo to return
tackle as soon as possible, especially when it has been taken away.from Hendip, eg
to an away meet, and don't tdke 21l but three of the ciub's ladders away so that
‘no-one else can do any caving - check with Roy Kempston in advanwe if you will need
a lot of tackle. - o i

_46‘



AGEN ALLYEDD - QUTER CTRCLE ROUTE 12 Novermber - ', by Tony lxnlbbs

Participants: Idhy KniBBé,‘Denise Samuei rthur Zpain, Geoff Barton, Roy Kempston,
Bob'Varley, Paddy Newman, xlan UOughevty.

As usual; we engqyed the h0801ta11ty of the C&¢3 at ”Vhltewalls" for the weekend,

The good néws is that thej have’ declded to instal & shower; ‘the bad news is that

1t 1sn't Pinished.. l e ‘

Not all caving trips have a definite aim, but this one had a deciared itinerary of
Northwest Junctior, Turkey Pool, Summertime Series, and return via. Coalcellar ! Passage.
Last year we had failed to loca1e ‘the connection between coal céllar passage and
- Summertire, so this time adv1ce Wwa.s sought and the magic connection approached from
the other direction. Bearing in mind the problems, which we . encontered, this report
records the connecticn in sufficient detail to act as a reference.

e entrred the cave at 11.00am - hlch, considering the scheduled duration of 10 houru,
clearly jeopardised drinking time, !part from TX leading everyone up a cul-de-sac
somewhere between the entrance and flr&b bLoulder choke, no route-finding problems
were encountered as we spent as’ we reached the first threc hours reaching Turkey ™co
Pool where we halted for a meal. As befits a trip of this nature, the food consumed
include® pork ples and butterud buns, BV deserving special mention for Chelsea buns
made by ‘himself, °~ ; : -

Tor reasons best knovn to thnmsn]ves, GB, BY, and N dined by themselwves downsrream
- of Turkey ™ool, This deprived RY of the kﬂowledve which might have gstopped him
from drinking from the water when he was on the far 31de, ie that someone had gone
for a leak upstream. s

”e contlnued upstream via. Iurkey Chamber to even+ual 1y reach’ Hawklns’ Horror - & pas
passage off to the right into Sand Caverns “psdage at the start of Summertime Series,
-After about 100m up Sand Caverns, a right turn enters 3Jelenite Needle Passagé which
provides a mixture of crawling and stooping to reach Yastern Lvenue, itself an
element of the Inner "1r04e woute.‘ S e

We found Hldsummer ’assage ea51¢y enough; it is the first right-hand passage off
Fastern ivenue and carries away the small stream between banks of sandy mud. #id-
summer Passage continues South, and the strem becomes lost beneath sand-coverad
breakdown blocks which eventually choke the passage. & hole ‘between boulders at the
left-hand wall was followed along the wall for abowt 50m to pass the choke and regni
regain open passage. .

Almost immediately on leaving the choke, an examinaticn of the right-hand wall
revealed two holes sloping down for a few metres to unite above a narwrow, parallel-
sided vertical rift, The two holes are obscured from casual view by a large, flat-
topped block upon which we found a 'marker' - a brick-sized rock with white plastic-
covared detonator wire wound around it. '

The narrow rift drops about three metres directly into the upstream section of
Raster "assage. To me, it looked rather intimidating as a route for all to use; at
this point T was unsure of how much passage, and of what difficulty, lay between us
and the upstream extension of Coal Cellar Passage. But %3 decided the issue and
easily passed the slot, with D3 in support, shuffling over a chockstone and dropping
down about a body length to open passaze below.

Of course, as soon as somebody provides a lead, others follow, and it was not long
before we were all thrutching along a small, bouldermencumbered passage - mostly on
hands and knees (ouch!). We had met the stre am again-and, slowly, I recognised
enough landmarks to be sure that the slot had dropped directly into Easter Passage.
God knows how we had missed ihis connection, having worked upstream from Coal Cellar
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Passage on a previous trip; I shall never know. TFiqually puzzling is the question.of
where Coal Cellar Passage becomes Taster Passage, but navigation is simply by follow-
-ing the strecam. - S

Reminiscent of the previous trip, tiredness began siowing down the party; BV slowed
me down by being kind enough to let me carry his ammo box (againi}. W& reached
Turkey streamway at about 6.00pm and continued down to Northwest Tunction, stopping
for a nosh and a rest shortly beyond.

Before we set off, I managed to get rid of the blasted Ammo box - I was offered ?N's
rocket tube (Exocet, perhaps?) and reluctantly passed the box to DS. Kow that every~
one was slowed down, we headed off out. iinor route-finding problems held us up in
the vicinity of Second Boulder Choke, otherwise the return trip went smoothly and we
left thencave at 8.30pm,.

BEveryone was back at '"Yhitewalls' soon after 9.00pm and a frenzy of disrobing and wa
washing took place before people either went down to Crickhowell for a few jars or -
practised 'cordon noir' cooking just to be different. Tt mist have been a bad
night because everyone claimed to have caught a flesting glimpse of the spectre of
IR scrounging supver at the hut around midnight.

GENPRAL NOTICE - THE CARRIAGE OF QTHER PEOPIR'S THOEDTLITTS,

It is hereby proclaimed that, in future, no assistance will be rendered in the
carriage of other people's imped.menta - including plastic rocket tubes, ammo boxes,
wicker hampers, portmanteawux, sea chests. haudbags {with purses), imitation leather
suitcases or tin trunks - unless the following conditions are agreed to or complied
with before, or at the time of, coutmencement of the aforementioned carriage.
(1) The caver requiring such assisbtance (hereinafter referred to as THE NUISLNCE)
shall demonstrate his/her total exhaustion. Tanbing and walking into walls
will not be considered sufficient evidence, unless offered as part of a bigger flascc.

(ii) The person providing the service of carriage (hereinafter referred to as ThE

MUG) shall take all reasonnble steps to avoid the chors. Demonstration of
equal incompetence, dying, breaking a leg, hiding successfully for more than five
minutes, are all acceptable. as disqualifdication.

(iii) In the event of the Nuisance dying prematurely, the item(s) carried shall
become the property of the sug.

(iv) The Muisance shall ensure that the item to be carried shall be properly fii..
with handle, shoulder strap, skid, wheel(s), in such a way as to facililate
carriage by the uug.

(v) The Mug shall not be held responsible in any way for the safety or survival of
the item{s). Tt will be assumed that the Nuisance has rendered such items impervious
to : - :
(a) accidental throwing down pitches not exceeding 10Cm depth,
{b) loss of buoyancy through some inability to support additional ballast
(rocks) stowed internally or attached by string or wire, -
{(c) damage by fire, notapyly a few hours contact with maltiple carbide lamp
flames or placing upon a paraffin, petroil, or spirit stove,
{d) destruction by explosion due to negligently placing the itemfs) withan
. inches of a prepared charge, thereby cccasioning a terrible misfortune.

(vi) The Nuisance shall, at all +iuwes, be responsible for ensuring that the ug

- does not absentmindedly Forget such item(s), ie by inadvertently leaving such
item(s) under or behind boulders or buried in sand, gravel, or soft mud.

6.



(v11) In the unllkely event of “the item(é) actually being réturned, howsoever altered
by ¢ircumstances; to the Nuisance, the Hug shall be entltled to: lewy a fee, v
payable in good ‘quality bitter, as shown ‘hereunder.

(2) Ammo box, handbag,{with or without purse), satchel, small knapsack canary

. (in cage).....................................ONE PINT '

(b) ‘Large amno box, small suitcase, briefcase, hauper, attache case,: hatbox,
rolled umbrella, or any item exceeding 5ib weight or 1cu.ft volume.......'
lc.u‘it!.-ntacno‘lcGlﬂ.loooooloooorlnvm--ou--an‘LﬂIII‘ G’ALLO“

‘(c),Full size suitcase {with strap - on wheels), gea chest, tin trunk, port-
. -manteau, Gladstone bag, rucsack, carpet bag,(lncludlng Axminster), tea
~ chest, or any item exceeding 301b weight or Zcu.ft volumes..seesccroeanss
VeerwenosaasasoeseusscsasacniennannessanessossONE GALLON ‘
" (4) Wheelbarrow, handcart, pelanquin, luggage trolley, sack truck (wlth sack),

' or an item which is so big and heavy that two or more ilugs are needed to

MOVE 1feeuasanuornercanasaanscrescanassreanassOfE BARREL

[

(viii)Poteirtial Nuisances are advised to carry underground some readily negotiable
form of prepayment (or brlbe), some luvs would do anythmng for a can of
Puller s in %ummertlme erlesq..,.‘ _ -

THE TROLL BOLTATD HANTIR ' 1 N by ¥arbin Rowe

MCG members who attended thb 397 course at ‘Thernside and anyone who was on -the
’yrenees trip, #ill be familiar with this new piece of equipment. The hanger,
which bokts into standard Smm anchors, is self conlained and requires no carabiner -
or maillon rapide ~ the rope is attashed dlxectly 1nto the hanger. It is light-
weight, (only 29 grm.) and compact (4 % 3cm).

To use, first a loop is tzed in the rope, (bo&llne or the blght butterfly, flg 8,
depending on locatlon) ‘This loop is pushed throughtthe openirg in the Bollard anﬁ
over the bolt, which is then screwed inbo the anchor. It is important to either
have a slightly overharnging location, or to arrange the belay so that the rope hangs
clear of the rock. This is to avoid friction, wapecially at the knot, The best
loading is just less thah 90 degrees to the anchor, but it 1S¢Baﬁerted to be safe

to use up to 45 degrees. :

When de- tackllng, remember that once unscrewed from the anchor, the Bollard is not
attached to anything and it is likely to dlsapnear down the pitch if you are not
careful., An *prdinary' hanger remains fixed 1nto the knot in the rppe. - ..

Have a krab at hand, and carry the Bollard (and any other hangers) 1n31de the tacl
bag when not in use, to prevent damage to the threads.‘ :

A XNOT FOR DOU?LF BELAYS o - ) by Hertin Rowe

When arranginging a double belay for an SR7T rope, it is useful Yo have a knot with'
a double loop, one for each hander. The simple figure-8 knot only has a single loop;
however, the figure-8-on-fke-bight produces two loops. A further advaritage of

this knot is that the lodps can be 1dgusted 1ndenendent1y 50 that loops of different
1engths are produced

To tie, first of all make a- flgLre -8 knot with one long 1oop (flg 1 overleaf). Then
take the end of this loop and begin to return it through the knot {fig 2). This
produces two new loops, and by slipbing the end of the orlginal loop over them
(fig 3) then over the entire knot, the knot is secured ( fig 4. The method is
51m11ar to that used 1n ‘a bonllne -on-the- blght , - o

Figure 5 illustrates how. the knot is used in a double belav.' The loops can be
adjusted to any lengths; if the anglebetween the loops is 90 degrees then thls
aVOldS over-tensioning the belay.
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BCRA CONFERENCE, LIVERPCOLUNIVERSITY, 1Q/{1"3ept 1983 by Watin Rows

For me, -the hlghllght of the conference was. the series of stereo colour slides
taken Gregoriana expedltlon.. The most impressive of thess slides'was taken looking.
directly down a 55m shaft and wben proaected onto a 20' square, screen it had 200
people in the audience deuperately groping around leooking for belay 901nts and cows
tails., TIn fact, if we had beeén wearing caving gear and if a few sound effects had 1
been thrown in, it would have been impossible to believe I wasn't actually caving
in Spain. This was one up, on irmchair Caving - more like a sit harness. Incident-
~ally, Gregoriana has po+ent1a11y the w%r¢d's doepeut cave - FPoga Jorcada Blanca. ;
(I thlnk), better known as F.U.56..

SRNUC I

Live, rmatlv té K waq a gulde to thﬁ Qgruf of npeedwe.:jﬁJ; ¢
tourlsts and most CAVers never | ‘see, With somé rreo._o*y, hlatOPy, and h<trology mlyed
in. Some high auality photovraphy and his professional presentation all heTPed '
to make the onference excellent value for money (16 taltks per day forP&i, or about
6p each),

In the afternoon, an inspired talk by Howard Jones was pure entertainment. Basic-
-ally 4 slide show of him and his mates doing a bit of caving ir Treviso, Spaln
{Cueva 56 to be preclse) his wit and humour led us througnbklldes of thJer t”lg doun
what is potentlally the world's deepest cave.' S

Blue holes 83 was, surprlslngly not an expedition teo potentially. the world' .
deepest cave, “but rather a cave Jiver's an?mday in the Bahamas. They did find a
shrlmp though. Or as Julian 7alkei said.! ”Th¢" is a sheimp. It has red spots on.,"f
Other than that, it -is white". ZHe also said, "Te were supposed to do some, b101091'
—1ca1 Work but it didn't oome oif 4s Ne &idn't kinow what we were d01n"“’ G

Mexico 82 vas anothér’ exnedltlon to po entlully tha world‘s deepest pave, enllvened
by the présence of a few well-kiown “endip cavers, ”hey didn't find the’ GGGPSSb‘
cave (which gives them the excuge to' go back, i sij ppose), but they did dlqcover “the
local fire water._ As there were endip cavers, present, there had to be silly gemes
of* course, some of Whluh 1nv01ved lnve flreworks furyan Terry ol@uae note). Theis
Progress . down one cave ®as halted at. a skull ulope (honest!), which the ilexican
papers rcported as "Brltlsh cavers find world's deépest cave in ¥exico — way on
blocked by.skulls _'JBet”'DesceniT has nover:had a btory 11Le that_
This was. followed by sid. ﬁerou 8 1atest fllﬂ - pbout iexico. As us ugl, it is 10 tg”
his very high standard; but’ does 16t one unfortunabe shrase ereep in - yes, you'wo
guessed it - ",..to find the World's deepeat cave’ '. He didan't find it, ut jd\p an.
Glll did dive several sumps to flnd nﬂvaassﬁges ouynndi ﬂvgt}pg Lhelzwy,.mj :
unl) fdﬁlow1ng ang ontinually ask ng "s it cetﬁxnﬁﬂbgc,‘ 8N T Har O 't\ufq B
ﬁg¥%“' T heed %&bé 1y ] 1"‘ch‘j."s;'"uen‘t down ‘With LOO cavers. in the alﬂitﬂuew-“nkua P
T can't figure is how Sld Derou is always ﬁhere to film Dave. ’Dlscovglmng new Oﬁoud
passages heyond the sumps.‘f' ‘ : :

Alison Moody was due-to give a talk at this point .en Charterhouse Cave, but &idn’t.
show up. My guess is that uhe had dlscoxered ‘the world's deenest cave in chdlp
and was keeplng it qulet ' :

Sunday mornlng'got of £ t6-a slow start. after Suturday nlpht’s dlSCO (bqr +i1] 2a M. )
Talks on Pecos and Matiengo began to blurr %ogether in the mind. You can only take
so much., It was as if we were rsally watching a slide show of the world's deepest
Cave - it went on and oni 15km long ég,.,,,,.~1196m on e -potential 1500m ....,;,..
29 pltches ......Bdays torig ...,B,QZOOOm PODE .avise.e000 rolls filme

One thlng is for sure: when the "orld'° Deepebt ane is eventua‘]y found, Dave
Wlliot and Paul Ramsden will bottom it on SET and others on ladder. The,oREVLaddar:
debate dldn't produce. anythlng oonclu51ve. it one point Dava Elliot said "iceseas

o s
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..cllmblng is like wanking: its boring and makes your arms ache“ Someone behind :
me whlspered "so does SRT".. o _ : .

Dave B11io0t alSorgave an 1nterest1ng talk on knot strengths, the result of some’
backyard ‘research at Whernside. He concluded by saying more research requires more
money and that the national bodies cough up, he wouldn't do anymore. Embarrased
smlles from BCRA officials. (Dave also had some pretty glides of the latest in .
caving olothing for female cavers in Yorks).

Finally the illustrated lecture on the Gaping qlll/Inglborough connection by Geoff
Yeadon and Geoff Croosley. This trip had been ‘on' for some time but Yorks TV who
wanted to film it delayed then backed out. Fortunately 3id Perou had recently -
returned from filming in potentially the Jorld's Deppest Cave , in lexico, and savad
the day. The lecture cénsisted of a brief history of the exploration and how

the connection was made, with Sid fidming. Geoff and Geoff didn't have slides of
‘the sumps, but got around this..."In fact it looks very like Keld Head. Very auch",
Well if you've seen one , you've seen them all - but wasn't it huge Dave!l

NOT PENYGHENT POT WEELEND. o - by Tony Knuibbs R

Participants: Roger Wallingto, Mike Lovell, Tony Knibbs,‘Denise‘Samuel,
Phil Wliot, Pete Collings-Wells, Martin Rowe, Steve Lane.

This is really a tale about maiciiy this best of things when faced bynadversity. RW'
insurers may not think the word ‘adversity’ s vhe bast choice under the circum-~
~stances, Starting the weekend by demolistring his Audi all over the back of a
Jenson Interceptor on the ¥1, Roger had more reasons than most to find weather -
conditions uninspiring on Saturdsy morwirg, 8th October. Rain poured down liber-
~-ally out. of a mournful grey sky. Friday night's report of water ccnditions had
not been optimistic, so the overnight downpeur, and ils sequel, were not helpful.
Penyghent was obviously off limitsz.

3L and MR (plus two mates) sought to defeat the rain by v181t1ng Bar Pot u51ng S“PG_
This turned out . to be a fiasco because the second pitch was too wet to descend.
And Car Pot is usually a dry trip, 1ndlcat1ve of just how wet the fells were.

The rest of us decided to take shetter in”(a) the Whoop Fall; at Cowan Bridge;pfdr‘
a couple of pints, then (b) Lancaster Hole and Fasegill, K9 and HL set off to pui
the ladders into County Pot to facilitate a through trip. TK, DS, PE, and PCT L
headed towards Lancaster Hole, laddered the 110f%. shait and procedea to enJoy arn v;
unusually wet - descent 3tart1ng soon after 1.00pm, :

While waiting for R7 and ¥L to arrive from County oot over the mooxs, we c=e1: ﬂuOMU_Y
passing the time by descending inte the Graveyard via an extremely wet fixed ladder
piteh of about 25ft. None of us could think where the G6ollonades were, but the
arrival of the other two allowed us to begin the trek towards raseglll. o

“hen it could be heard far below us, the main stream sounded llvely. The waterfall
from Cow Pot provided a neisy specteule at Fall Pot, and numerous other inlets were
seen entering the system from all sorts of nooks and cramnies. The main stream was
only encountered in the Master Cave at Oxbow Corner; it filled. the whole passage
with peaty, brown, rapids.

The Minarets was a welcome landmark. Route-"ianding hed been stra*gltforward 80 far

and continued this way to Btop Pot chre the fixed 307t ladder eluded us for a few ¥
minutes, Beyond Stop ?ot, boulders were soon Jescended to the “ain Drain from which
the route off towards County P0T was 1meass¢bie due to the hlgh state .of the streamo

A party had been encountersd back at about Cornes Cavern. They. had come in via
Manchester Bypass and had obviously laddered the short ilaypole Pitch. Hoping that
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we were ahaad of them, we retraced our steps towards 3nail Cavern. The bypass was
easily located in the left-hand wall, across a bedding plane, and we were soon
reduced to thruteching along this vile, knobbly, intestine of a passage.

At the maypole it was obvious that we had finished second; the other party had gone,
and with them their ladder. Yever nmind, the maypole was left in position and it
only took a few minutes of knotting slings and bits bf nylcn string together to
provide a passable means of descenbt. Let's be honest, anything was preferable o
trudging back to Lancaster (lole entrance, and it was only a 150t cliab (or fall).

Safely down, it took us only & few minutes to reach the streawway abhove Spout Haxll.
Continuing upstream to 0xford Circus gained the short climb up the left-hand wall
into the County ”ot streamway and out to a truly wet and wmiserable evening on lue
moors at about 6.45pum.

We all felt rather weary and the prospect of having to go over bo de-lackle pnannnete
entrance shaft was most unwelcome, But thoughts of anhot shower bach at Greenslcsc
spurred us an and it only took an extra Lbminutes to finish the job.

Sunday seemed to dawn even wetter than Saturday and the prospect of putting on wal

gear drained away whatever enthusiasm there msy have been remuining. Still, it
hadn't all been bad.
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