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MEMBERSHIP SUBSCRIPTIONS ARE NOW OVERDUE.
I¥ YOUR ADDRESS LABEL IS MARKED RED, PLEASE PAY ASAP.
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MENDIP CAVING GROUP

Secretary:
Tony Xnibbs, 85 Cavendish Avenue, West Ealing, London W13 OJY
-tel (home) 01-997-2032 - (work) O1-564-7741 ext 2199
Treasurer: -
Arthur Spain, 57 Guildford Poad Broadbridge Heath, Horsham, Sussex.
tel (home) Horsham 64068 fwork) Crawley 542251 ext 63

Meet Secretary:
Geoff Barton, 5 Cricket ¥iew, Princes Road, Wéybrldge, Surrey.
tel (home) Teybridge 49241
Cottage ‘arden:
John Miriam, 44 Chesterfield Road, “fest Ewell, Surrey, XT19 909,
tel (home) 01-393-3955 (work) 01-736-1212 ext 3027
Tacklemaster: -
Roy Kempston, 13 Florence Reoad, Gollege Town, Camberley, Jurrey.
tel (home) Camberley 34333

Recorder:
Jonathan Roberts; 17 Kent Avenue, West Ealing, Lendon, Wi3 8BE
tel (home) 01-997-2916 - (work) 01-278-3825
Editor:

Tan Nekechnie, 30 Brittain Road, Hersham, Walton-on Thames, Surrey.
tel (home) “falton 228292

CAVING ACCOMWODATION is available at the 'CG Cottage on Hendip. The address is:
Nordrach Cottage, Charterhouse-on ¥erdip, Blagdon, Bristol, BS18 6X9

#lap reference NCR 5147 5606 (0S 1;50000 first series sheet 1827,

Bookings should be made Wlth the Cottage "‘arden.

WEWKLY W'EMIN are held every Thursday at $.30vm onwards at:
The Fox and Hounds and Xawson irms, Chiswick Lane “outh, London W,

MOG MEvT ??PGRﬁWHF-198A

Apr 7 AGM HOG
Apr 20-29 Inchnadamph Geoff Barton Grampliawn
Hay 5 Mendip Clive Towner HCG
May 26 Yevon Arthur Spain

Jun 2 tendip Geology ialcolm Cotter HCG
Jun 16 Gower Tan Hckechnie -
Jul 7 ‘endip Hike ¥intram MG
Jul 12-29 Treland (CANCELLED) John ifirdiam

Aug 4 dlendip Pete Dyment #HOG
Avug 25 Pen-y-Ghent ffartir Rowe NaC?-
Sep 1 ‘endip Chris “hittle IGG
Sep 15 0FD/DYO Denise Zamuel  SWCC

Please note that the Irish trip has been cancelled, due to lack of demand. It has,
however, been supplanted by a trip to the Spanish Pyrenees. The date of this has
yet to bede01ded ~ it will probably be around the same time. Other plans are well
in hand - comtact Mike dintram, dsrtin Rowe or Meil Hutchinson for details.

MEMBERYHI? NEJS,

CHRIS WARTIN ANT 2T DYHMET™T are now both full members of the group. 7e understand
that Chris's proving trin took place immediately after a bout of flu, and
immediately prior to tonsilitis. There's dedicsation for you!l

DINNER PIC¥™T3 are still av-ilable from Tony ¥nibbs, price 7. The dinner takes
place at The \tqr, 7ells, at 7.30pm on 7th &oril. A carriage has been arranged from
the coftnﬂe. ’ o :



ADDIESS CFANGT::

fiike ‘{intram, 18 Seaforth Avenue, Wew ¥alden, Surrey. 01-949-7954

MEMETRYHI® SUBSCRIPTIONS have not yet been received from 34 members, This is, as
usual, over £300 that the club could be using. If, according to the Tressurer's.
records, you had not paid when the Vewsletter went to- press, there will be a-red
mark on your address label. Those who haven't 9aid, please do so as soon as possible,
it makes the treasurer's job that auch easier, g -

COTTAG™ BOOYTNGS. E o

HMarch . o June o L

31 2 Tlembers w/e (Geology)
April 9 Barnet Caving Group {(12)

7 embers w/e (4GH) o 16 - : L

14  ¥ercury Venturers (7) 23

21 30

28 . . . July '

May : . 7 Hembers w/e {-like .intram)
5 lembers w/e (Bank Holiday) 12, :
12 B 21

19 ' 28

26

DON'T FORG”T,rdottage claaning weekend 2/ Jjune. That mudt be worth ‘a barrel??

KRE?> WITH YOU AT ALL TI4-S that vitol tome, the cottage work list, published in the -
last Newsletter. Being planned for the & weekend is a fencing exercise. If you're
there that weekend, why not plan a task of your own; contact .ohn Miriam if yolu
need materials. T

The TACKLE STORE and LIBR.RY DOCRS should be locked at all times. “lease remember
to lock up immediately you leave the room. '

AT AT ATNGRT 4ATIORE ADTERTTS TNGET TUR™ADYVERT TSINGFEATURS | DVERT T3 TNGHR TUQEADVERTISIN?

FOR SALE
B NRY~-LOYD-GLENCOE. YATERPROCE JAGL £10
ULTIMATE PACKER IT SIEMOTNG BAC £10
KARTHOR NELON G2ITTRS £2.50
WATRROROQF (V"RTROUSTRE L £2.50

Contact W¥TL HIFPCHINSOW

ENDOFADEN?OEADUNUOFAUPNDOFﬁDFNDOFAD?WDOFAUFNDOFADENDOFADFNUDFADEWUDFéﬁEN“OFADPNDOFﬁ

THE MFADTP?_CHALLZNGE T20°HY 198.. - . “report by Ian Mckechhie.

To celebrate their 50th year, the “‘essex Cave Club have started s new Wendip

custom {or an old ore‘in a new guise) called the ‘iendip Challenge Troshy. Fach

year, a "social event” is arganised by the previous year's winners. During the course
of the evehing, various tests of "skill, strength, speed and endurance’ serve 4o

find the winning elub for the year, and psrobably wipe out all oposition in the process.

This year's event toock place in‘?riddy'Village Hall on 3rd .arch, and being the firsf
was organised by the Jessex. Teams were present from ‘essex, B¥C, Cerberus, HCG and
- "311 Comers®. (But where were the Chepton?) :

After the preliminary food and drink, the games-in earnest got_undef'way. The more
obvious games included Slurp, {runch, uff, Bang (drink a pint, eat a creamecracker,
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and blow up a balloon until it burst}. We were ably represented by Roy Kemps?on, )
Geoff Barton, Bryan Terry, rfete Dyment and Dik Housezago who started the evening with
an outright win. % precedent was set for the remainder of the evening, in that "foul
means or Psir® were used to acheive success, Jjust as long as the judges didn't see.

The ladies (Carol Munn, Denise 3amuel, Tinda Gatss, Jo Navies) then showed whzat

they could do, by passing a carbide lamp on a string through for teams of b}ouses at
opening ~ time speed. You will be pleased to hear that the lamp was not burning when
its experience began, the Tirst alight was the winnwr, : '

hile a blindfold Tony ¥nibbs and Artur Qﬁain assembled a completely knoaged down
carbide lamp!not the same one), the combined forces then ran across the fle}ds to
wildon's Blockhouse and returned with 2 mess:ge which hid been chalked inside the .

door.

"High Cockalorum" could have resulted in afew broken backs, but probab%y due to the
relaving effect of Butcombe, there were no serious casualties. Tony Xnibbs, Geoff
Barton, “ete Nymnent, Bob Varley, Nik Houseago formed a chain, the head ?f each
between the thighs of the one in front, and another team jumped onto their backs.
The object was not clear, but if you fell over the points went to the other team.

The highlight of the evening was the Rescue “-actice. Bill, being the lightest, was
strapped on to the stretcher, and Roy Kempston, Denise, Tony Xnibbs, Pete Dyment,

Dik Houseago effected his rescue. The first obstacle was a tar aulin sheet under

which they had to crawl. Unfortunately members of competing clubs stood on the edge

and made it as difficult as possible. Then, an obstacle course outside the hall, in
darkness, included passing through ityres, and this where our team had some difficulties.
Pilnally, back into the hall and over a ceiling-high scaffolding framework, To »rove

the vistim was still alive, he was prooped against the bar and fed a pint of Butcombe.

The event was advertised as a "fancy dress disco - Balch and Before'., and each team
entered two of their numbers %o be Judged for the best fancy dress. ‘monz the
Casterets, cave-men (and ladies) =nd candle-topped bowlers was an unpleasantly
realistic mummy (Bryan Terry) and “ee ¥inkie “illie (Jan Yckechnie) Bryan's My
came second to a caver straight from thé pages of "A Pict. Hist. of Swildons" (or was
it "0 ans sous la terre'?)
Huch to the surprise of the other clubs, the event was a draw — 20 ooints to the
%0, 20 to the #CG. This called for a tie-breaker, and the Judges decided 0N soeoae
a ladies tug-o'-var! 4 scratch team of Carol Numn, Jo Navies, Linda Gates, Denise
Samuel, Yvonne Ward, Helen Jenkins, wade a brave effort for the #CG, but sadly
their charm and enthusiasm were no match for the welght and mascle of the B'C teail.
However, no honour was lost, and we emme a2 close second overall. Tust wait £ill
next year....,. : :

The rest of the evening was given over to dancing and drinking. (Some Aid more of
one, some did more of the other). Cne who fell into the later category was reportediy
observed in the cottage afterwards, fast asleep, and with his feet in a burning
cardboard bo¥. No, T can't believe that., Thinga like that don't happen in the ¥CGE,
de they?

DCPIN A ATINT

Andy Tizzard has spent a lot of time tecently at a colliery in Nottinghamshire(?)
and has arranged for a visit some time in the future. Date has not yet been
decided, buy anyone who would like to go along, please tell Geoff Barton so we
have some idea of numbers.

THE CAVING SHOP ecan get you anything you need, and better any prices. Before you
go elsewhere for your caving, walking, boarddsailing, or mountaineering needs, why
not contact Phil Ingold, on OL42.42029. Halcolm Cotter has a range of books, and
furry suits, overalls, etc. Contact him on Ashford (1iddx) 52643,

1—]-.



MENDIP CAVING GROUE

ANNUAT, GITNERAL MERTING

Saturday 7th April 1984
3.00pm sharp, in the MCG cottage at Nordrach.
(or Charterhpuse Manor if available).

AGINDA

%. Apologies for absence
2, #inuites of the 1983 Annual General Meeting
3, ‘“atters arising from bh¥ lidnutes

4. Officers' reports (published in the March Newsletter):

. Hon, Secretary Tony Xnibbs
Hon. Treasurer fArthur Spain
Hon. Recorder Tonathan Roberts
¥on. Cottage “arden John ¥iriam
Hon. ®ditor Tan Wckechnie
Hon. Tacklemaster Roy Kempston
Hon. leet “ecretary Geoff Barton

5. Tlection of Officers for 1984/85.

6(a)Proposal to change item 7 of Constitition and Rules to increase the
commitee from seven to eight members.

Revise opening sentence to read "The Group's business shall be regulated
by a committee of eight members."

Revise second paragraph to read” The honorary officers shall be : Secretary,
Treasurer, Meet Secretary, Cottage “arden, Tacklemaster, Editor, Recorder
and Ordinary Committee =ember." '

6{b) ¥ominations for Ordinary Committee :lember

7. Proposal to increase Ainnual Subscriptions to 15 for Full iiembers and
Probationary .iembers, and to £7.50 for issociate i.embers, The increases

would take effect on 1st January 1985.

8. Proposal to plan a second visit to the Arbas area (Reseau Trombe) area of
the Pyrenees in summer 1985.

9. Any other business.

10, Nate and venue of the 63 in 1985

CO WMITTEE REPORTS,

To save time at the meeting, committeec members' reports are reproduced belcw. .
HON. SECRETARY'S REPORT - 1984

My reports to the AGHM over the past two years have noted marked improvements in
in the Group's general running and in its financial position. Looking back over
1983, the most memorabls aspects are concerned with the success of the Meet
Srogramme and the visit to the Pyrenees. Indications this year suggest that this
success will be repeated. '

5.



Currently, we have 111 members across the four categories. There is a remarkably
high number of probationary members who have heen with us for six months or more
(6years in +ne case!) and who should be actively seeking full membership.

Agaln, we have arrived at the end of March t& find that almost 25% of members have
not paid the subscripticn due on January 1st 1984. The next newsletter will contain a
final demand to those in arrears. Non-payment by 30 April will be ieemed to signify
1o further requirement to remain a Group member,

The controversy over “hernside Vanor becoming the Wational Gave Training Centre
spurred my attendance at a few of meetings of the Council of 3outhern Caving Clubs..
The C3CC now takes a more moderate view of this development. Access to iHendip caves
remains satisfactsry: Robin ¥aine, at ¥anor Farm in Priddy, has requested that
Swildons ol - should be utilised less, both at weekends and on weekdays. It is not
yet known how this request can be satisfied.

The nosition of the MCG Shon operation has been discussed in committee and a frame-
work of understanding has been minuted, which describes the shop function as it
related to Group administration. The “hop operation is covered by a recent extension
to our public liability insurance.

Cosiderable attention has been focyssed in cemmittee, on forward planning of financze.
The Hon. Recorder's prolific production of. statistics has spurred our thinking on
this subject, hence the imminent rise in cottage fees and the decision to requeat the
5G4 to sanction an increase in annual subscriptions.

In summary, the Group remains an effective and thriving organisation, and its
amenities are being enjoyed by an increasing number of peojle-members and guests.

Tony Knibbs,
TACKLEHASTER'S REPORT 1983/84

The- tackle has been well used and new equipment has been added during the year. At the
start of 1983 the group had 580' of ladder, 1300' of rope, 50 of dig ladder, 23
belays, 3 spreaders and 4 pulleys.

The summer expedition to the Pyrenses has lead to the group obtaining experience in
the use of SRT, and a largs amount of appropriate tackle has been purchased at low
cost. This consists of 500m of 3RT rope in various lengihg,s large amount of hanrer:.
anchors and Maillon-Rapides, a bolting kit and L tackle bags. The SRT rope is mari. .
with a ring for each 20m fas opposed to 50! for the ordinary life iine) and is stri..
by the committee. {Just let me know in advance if you want to use any of the gesi-,

Other tackle purchased has been 5 belays and 5 spreaders,, and recently 90m of’
10mm nylon life-lins. This has been divided into 4 x 50' and 1 x 100" lengths and
wipked with red rings.

During the yepar the group has 'lost' 4LO' of ladder, 3 x 50' of life-line, &4 belays,
4 spreaders and 1 pulley. This means that we now have 540' pf ladder, 1450' of life-
line, 24 belays, 4 spreaders and 3 pulleys,

Please examine the tackle before and after use and pass me any defective items as
soon as possible -~ don't return them to the store.
Roy Kempston.

Hon. Recorder/Librarian's Report 1983/8L.
The committee held mectings approx. monthly during 1963%; it wasn't a great chore!
¥y main task has been the Library, for which 1983 was a very successful year. About

500 publications (books, newslettsrs, surveys) were acquired, and many hundreds were
loaned out {and returned in due course). ‘e shall need some new bookshelves 500n.
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I should 1like to thank various members who have donated items- they £ind a safe home
as we didn't lose any publications last yeard Library pololcy is to keep'up to date with
with surveys, guide books, newsletters and new publications - which are increasing in
feequency these days as the market for caving books grows. A selection of some
older publications is slowly being acgquired, helped by exchanges of surplus material
among other *lendip club libraries..%ome priority is given to Hendip items, but we.
have managed to improve our colle?tion of general and regional caving bocks ahd -
bibliographies, so that even if the Library doesn't hold the item, at le=zst you will
know what to ask for elsewhere. Specialist books acquired during 1983 include the
various SRT descriptive publications, wrich were much in demand by Tyrenees trippers.
“lease let the LIbrarian know if you think s/he should axquire a publication -
Librarians like to feel wanted. But don’t tell me, as T'm resigning from the job to
mzke way for.a younger man. ene stray thought - isn't it time the #0G had agirl
committee member or two...?

Jonathan Roberts.

Editof's Report 1983,

Since last April, seven editions of the Newslatter have becn published; an eigth,
the specisl 30th Anniversasry edition, is almost complete. Each month, 153 copies’
were produced, of which about 90 go to members, 43 to other clubs, and the remzinder
to prospective members and into store.

Althougnh I have erjoyed producing the Wewsletter for the past two years, I have
decided that new blood would be & good thing, and T am resigning - to make way
for a Founger man?

Tan lickechnie,

Treasurer's report

Last year turned out to be a hard spending year, not just on cottage expenditure.

The 'subsidy' for the Fremch expedition of £340 (£86L -,£530) was largely spent on
tackle and ropes, which the club still has among its assets., The 30th Aniversary

was also subsidised by £84 ~ but then how often do we have a 30th aniversary.

Qur cottage expenditure is rising in line with inflation; electricity use is high,
with storage heaters, immersion, etc, but we do have a comfortable cottage now.
This year, cash will be required for improvements and waintenance, and cottage
fees are being increased to meet our future costs. But an extra 25p / person /
night should not upset the average caver's drinking habits too much. MAs can be
seen from the balance sheets, the £1951 income more tan covered cottagc running
costs last year, but our projections show that the increase is needcd to beat
inflaticn.

Qur comprehensive library costs money, but if' we are to have good references, we
must pay for them. Commitiee expenses are low; The editor's bill is the onliy one
in three figures, but he is to be forgiven as material costs are high, and we do
get a first-class newsletter.

Insurance costs look high; that reflects a non-payment in 1982, and a consequent
double gbarge in 1983. Sweatshirt sales have tailed off; if you don't have yours
yet, Tony Xnibbs will be pleaced to sell you some at £6.50 each.

To meet our budget for 198% onwards, there is a sroposal to increase subs from
next year. There has been no increase since 1978, and our costs have gone up
dramatically since then. reojected budgets show that most of. our reserves will
have gone on running costs by 1936 at present levels of expenditure, hence the
need for the increase, or for a cut in services like newsletter, tackle, library.

Finally, our reserve account im healthy at £2653 and earning 11%; and the dposit
account stands at £726, rising as subs come in. The audited accounts are shown
overleaf. .
Arthur Spain,
7



1982
3624.59
1.76
264.04
80Q. 00
841.00
1080.50
7.97

462.00
33.00

17.50

Income

Cash at Bank 31.12.82
Cash in Hand

Bank Interest

Subs 1983

Subs 1984

Cottage Fees (members)
Cottage Fees {guests)
Cottage Fees (1982)
Sweatshirts

Donations

Journal Sales

Annual Dinner Tickets
Income from Beer/coach collection
French Expedition (levy/ins.)

CCC Permits

Refund from contents insurance
Income from Anniv. celebrations
Returned Cott. Wardens Float (1982)
Editors Fleoats accounted for
Transferred from Special Account
Brewery Account

Excess ingc.over exp.

1983

MENDIP CAVING GROUP

YEAR ENDING 31.12.83

3304.59
4.44
94.62
865.00
10.00
996 .00
945.50
58.00
330.00
29.09
14.60
497.00
70.00
53¢.00
43.15
48.35
206.50
6.72
63.20
1080. 37
31.00

{—12.09)

9228.13

Audited by:- Waﬂ_ pDate 1|+ 3- ?‘f-

W“’% Date 0 -

3.8y

1982

50.45
273,71
60.50
227.46
59.87
26.15
145,00
43.73
564.23

14.00
20.00
30.43
52.00
387.86

73.69

482. 50

408 .06

79.00

17.34

3304.59
4,44

Expenditure

Cottage
Coal 73.
Gas 113.
Electricity 522.
Insurance {includes £171.30C 1982) 380.
Ordinary Rates {(Direct Debit) 219,
Water Rates/Wessex Water 61.
Refuse collection 18.
Sewage Disposal 30.
Householid Items 69.
Misc. Cctt. Expenditure 103
1592.38
Committee
Cottage Warden 24,
Secretary 20.
Treasurer 27.
Recorder 42.
Editor 250
365.33
Caving
Tackle 631.
French Expedition 864,
1495,70
Social
Annual Linner 586.
30th Anniversary 291.
877.52
Miscelleneous
Library 390.
Journal 459,
Subs to other clubs 29
Sweatshirts 574
Misc. Expenditures 102,
1555.80
Transferred to Post Office Account 2500.
Cash at Bank + 1983 interest 787.
Petty cash 10.

cheque not presented

70
05
27
B5
81
75
40

03

.52

25
COo
g9
17

.92

40
12

22

07

.50
.75

26

Qo
91
40

31,%0



MENDIP CAVING GROUP

BANK ACCOUNTS

BALANCE AS AT 31ST DECEMBER 1983

General Purpose Fund - Current Account 6l.72
Peposit Account 726.19
Special Post Office Fund - Deposit Account 2658.33
In Hand 3446,24
Balance as per Special Fungd 2500,00
Interest on Spec. Fund 158.33
General Fungd 787.91
Petty Cash 2.49
3448.73

Audited By:~ /% Jéw-a'é( Date /3 A Tif
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" SMcanstopyou |
staringatthesameold|
wallsthisweekend. |
i} -’-l = <M '*!, ' g TR

TN
Ry
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Started counting the leaves on the wallpaper?
Then why not take a weekend break with Sealink:
Until 31stMarch 1984, we'li take you and three adults, plus car,
onareturntriptoBelgium forjust£14 perpetsont
“Once there, you can visit the Ardennes, host to some of the |
most spectacular subterranean caves in Europe. . I
a]li On the other hand, you could always buy two new rolls of' [ EEEES
wallpaper. L B
-%o% further details eall Teledata on 01-200 0200 or confact [
yout nearest travel agent, principal rail station ortravel centre, . B

- GUARDIAN ¢
Sealink (&
| Determined to give youa better service. T
Clubs dig deep to -
Lave cuers !
QLN T T

THE Tave Rescue Organisation based at Clapham,.
* North Yorkshire, received several large cash gifts last

14, Shetfield, are ¢mploved The only P

year. ;fire employ a
‘The Cinderella Breakers Club of Bentham had a’ to go where no man bas gone Can’s workforce fluctuates, as
“sponsored cail-up” on Ingleborough, contacting more. . before, without the help of the climbers aad cavers.often
than 2,000 CB enthusiasts in 24 hours. : expensive acaffolding, cradies. work to pay .for their next
That raised £700 — more thdn enough to buy a new; or hydraulic platforms.’ n,

Moiefone underground radio set. The set was

developed at Lancaster University and tested by CRO

members. . .
Members of the North Lancashire centre of the

ue's i 'rrain./B - hewanty

Caravan Club raised £713 at a rally near Kirkhy, & be G
' Lonsdale in June. That will help to pay for a new \\vr o« the penf J'Javfrt)
purpose-built trailer being built in memorv of Mr. e parly, L

John R. Blakey, who died on Ingleborough in
-1 February last year.

Other groups helped to
raise funds to enable CRO
members 10 have the best
| facilities to help walkers,
| climbers and cavers. .
i The CRO's income dur-
ing 1983 was £335 more
than the year's expendi-
ture of £8,785.




Nerdyofrire. Peat Cavenrnn. ddx fan Ductedd.

Roy rempaton, yeoffd Barton, waidin sowe, Bike tintram, crdon Lislex,
Rdrian duckett,

The weekend activities otarted early when [.R. tried out a naw codtage gane
on Fadday night. It consists of 2he "volunteer" leing aolled in the snow
anrd then locked out of the cotitage. Jt o ithen up to thooe insdide to let
the "volunteer” in jued be,,dé)ce. he dapses inte unconsciousness (good gane
wedd wvodunteered ilartin), fle called it "Gueos the Stages of Hypothernia.

As Saturday was such a ouper day H.l. suggested a walk to Dovedale, the
motion was accepted and we aet off down the Tissdington Tacdl, which 4is
the odd railway that passes the Orphews cotitage. tfe kept on the tradid for
about. 7 niles and found a nice pul for dunch, then after lieing suitfoidi.
rnefreshed we went on to Dovedale, and a quick look at the entrance to love
Hodes, From the top of Dovedale we fodlowed the River Dove noet of. the way
bock having great fun playing on the small frojen ponds. To our suinidoc
cnd Pukle horror we found we had walked 18 miles.

Sunday. noaning was bitterly cold and an eardy otort  was needed as we had Lo
be at the cove entrance by 10.30au., /.. arose first to fdind [freoh onow T4
up the door. So it was a quick breakfast on with the snow chaine end lope
we couwld make the main road. e goi to Buxton and made the customary vdiedld
to Caning Supplies, maindly to see what he had done with all the woney le
made from us dast summner. Then on to Castdeton, have you ever noteot how a
Little bit of snow lbrings out the child in us ell, we did when the M.L.G.
hedd a snowball fight in the centre of Casileton iligh Sireet, while waditing
Lor our Onphews leaders to sort out access Lo Feak Cavern. |

Then on up to the entrance which was festooned with dcicles hang.ing rrecaricusdy
fron the rock face, and to our horror whilet changing we found they would
nequlardy fald and the crash would echo atound what is the lorgest cave.
entrance in the country (330'x702'x60"'). This large entronce was once weed
Lor nope making and still houses the old machinery. Once changed te were off
and glad to be out ol the Méeging, open airt. Russel and Kenney our leaders

" from the Orphews had told we that UL‘G, previous weekend The show cave had
flooded and sumped at the first low arch, the resudt of this wae that the
floor had a cevering of mud which made the going a Uit slipy. Tacm the end
0f the show cave the passage nartows and then thatl nasty shock for which you
- can never realy preare yourself, an icy codd duck. The possage too! ws on
and past the way up to #ose Chanber (one of the few pretiy parts of the cowe)
cnd on to Sunrise View after a straddle traverse clong a fine scolloned rift.
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Faom Sursise Uiew we went down the 207 Lived lodder .into the nadin alrean
asoage and then an down sttean 4nis excaldent prhreniic passage £ cuwxdon by
Sump. Caming back un strecam we 5&pped for a photo seqssdon An ihe streamuay (oo
of ws cave modedls heve good portfodics and are thinting of tuinding naofesaianid)
then on Jace #6 the ladder ond on upsiream to visit foulder Hall ond Far Sumn.
Branching off on the way back took ws up to Leke Passcage and Jnk Sumr. ve adl
thauched up a odddy muddy climd to the wight, jfust after diwving lake Sump, Jta
ondy 4' but you would clini 6" and come down 4'; however once wn indo the smadid
chamlrer ypou recldioe the eﬁﬁﬁd was worthwhide for the uniocwe mud fowmoticna
leave you epeachleds.idfter rdsiting Ink Suap we made scur way Uack to the laddex,
Suprise Vediw and on to the Treaoury. Then back ont, thiough the duck which now
hedd dess of @ shock, and into the chilly winter air once again io gei chenged,
with dlunps of 4dce otild dmflixlg. down around the entrance. /it this noint we
realised tie irue worth of our cave guddes as they ‘new o great Litile leg toon

in Caoileton (The Ramiders Kest).

These verbyshire peosple must be hardy fo  because whon 8 mud emecied cavers
craohed ‘his quadint teareom ordering nots of tea and tocsted ieccales
foilowed !ng cream scones and more tea they did'nt sven [linch. 50 what must
the tocal rif-rafl Le Like (mokes you shudder o th.ink)?

Alter teq we nade tracks for the cotiage ondy o find it stdld snowding hard,
once back at the Grphes we walked down from the nain wcad and oseembled cun
| ¥ aﬁd,. lofdt not wishing o be snowed in. Becawse nobiody wants to mise work

Honday nlm/zn.«f'_ng. do they? (Reports the next day said Duxton wae cut off.)

Conclusdion.

The Cave. uite a vardied cave with a Uit of evewything, very nice walking alicom
nassage butl few fornmations in the parts we went tao, and wortivy of another visift,
The Ueekbcnd. The snow made a good walk exceldent. The Unphevs were very [risndliy

and accenedation gond.

Bobh Speleo 6

Wetl IFIHADNT, i
Wourh wav Enmb%
You WERE Lost
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