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! ﬁ\g N=vs]etter of the Mandip Caving Group

AGNM Aeendq 86

Tha Annual dzneral Meeting will b2 nz2ld at hordrach Cottags on Saturday
22 March at 3. pm.

o 183

ry 1330

Februz

thairman - Jonasthan Robarts

1. Apologies

2. Hinutss of thz ASH neld on 22 ilarch 1300,

Raports as circulatad with /IC3 Haws ilo 133. Comments and cuestions

Secratary Tony Knibbs
Treasursr Hika Lovall
Cottage Yardan Paul Mzrron
Editor Ratz Taylor

Recordar/Librarian
ilzet Secretary
Tacklemastar

Ordlnary Committzz Hembar

fan Mchachnie
azoff Barton
Roy Hampston
Steve Taylor

.

z) Proposzl to delzte clause {2) from Part 1, S=
'Tha signatorias may recuirza thra authority of a
bafora signing cheques, etc, for sums in e«cess

rmendmaents to the Constitution and Rulas (Ravisad April 193L).
zction 10. Financa, which rzads:
mzjority vote of the committes
of £10.!

Signatorjes here refars to thz two committee mempers (one of whom is the
Traasurer) who are appointed under clauss (c) of Section 13 Finance.

b) Proposal to amend clause (f)'of Sectton 1J. Finence to r=ad as follows:
'A member may not hold more than LN f groun Tunds in th: form of cash for
mora than twenty-zight days.'

[l

This amandment substitutes £130 for £50 and a2:tands fourteen days to twenty-eight.

5 Election of officers for the term 13856-1937. Hominations will be accepted
for the following committze posts: ,
Secratisry Racordarflivrarian

Tiraasurar fest Zacreiary

“Lottage Waerden TTacklamastar

~Edi tor “Ordinary Committes Hember
©3 committze mambers currantly carrying out the functions marked with an
zstzrisk * are unable to offer themsalves for re-alaction.

) sontinuzd on page 3 )




Crcleedat

itar 8 ‘Mambers! weekend - ' s
Tynings Barrow (John Beauchamp)
" March 15 Wolverhampton (12}
Mar 22 Members' weekend
AGM & Dinner
Apr 5 Quezn Mary's
Apr 12 Members! weekend Assault course (Sat)
Box Mines {(Liz Price) (5un) ‘
Apr 26 - Birks Fall, Yorkshire (Roger
Wallington)
May 3 Hembers' wezkend -
Swildons (Andy Bearsz} -
HMay 10 Wolverhampton (12)
Hay 2k - Bakers Pit, Devon (Arthur Spain)
Juns 7 Members' weekend -
3=2ology (Maicolm Cottar) -
June 23 - Pant Hawr, Vales (Steva Taylor)
Juiy 12 Membars' wezkand - )
5t Cuthbarts (Jonn Jiirizmg -
July 20 - Lancastar Hole, Yorkshirsz
- ' {lan Parry)
Aug 3 Heambars! waakaind - :
nadstock Hina (fvonnz “ard) -
Auy 22 - Tunpazl Cave, Vales (zny offars?)
Sap 12-27 - ialaga, Spain (Adrian Duckett)
Oct 13 Hembarst weezkend -
dlf Yeariy _ -
Scot 23 - : Lozt Jonn's, Yorksnirz (ilikz Lovail;
Hov 3 Membars! weskend '
Shaddar Gorge (Joa Robaris) -
Hew 22 - Dan Yr Ogof, Walzas {Tony Knibbs)
Dzc 13 ambars' waakand -

Secretary: Tony Knibbs, 85 Cavendish Ave, London W13 OJY.
01-997 2032 (home) 01-546 7741 x 2199 (work),

Treasurer: Mike Lovell, 4 Settrington Close, Loddon Park,
Earley, Reading, Berkshire. 0734 663747 (home).

Meet Secretary: Geoff Barton, The Lodge, The Heath,
Weybridge, Surrey. 0332 49241 (home)

Tacklemaster: Roy Kempston, 13 Florence Road, College
Town, Camberley, Surray. 0275 34338 - (home).

Cottage Warden: Paul Merron, 21 Howbarry Road, Thorntoh-Heath,
Surrey CRE CHZ. 01-771 0666  (home) .

Recordar: lzn HeKechniz, 21 Conyers Close, Hersham,

Walton on Thamzs KT12 LNG, 0932 228292 (home).

Ordinary Commjttee Member: Steve Taylor, 58 Cuckfield Road,
Hurstpierpoint, West Sussex BN6é 95B. Hurstpierpoint

(0273) 834035 (home).

Editor: Kate Taylor, 58 Cuckfield Road, Hurstpierpoint,
West Sussex BNG 95B. Hurst (0273) 834035 (home).

angle Molz (Dava Dauter) -

Committee




3 fgende continuad

o. Election of Auditors for th2 tz2rm 1906-1937. Two auditors zre requirad to
dagl witn the urouo 5 gﬂnsrﬂl run*s and to are needad to dz2al with the Group's
Shiop -CuOUﬂL.
7 ﬁhy othar business.
il no - o j 5. 3 - w * ~ - . - \.’ - - + PR
o. Ditz and veaus of tha az Jonuzl Janerzl dzzting . Il
RELANGDIR A cozen has been zcrsng:d ©o provida transport to the Annual Dinnar
£t thz2’Star Hotel, Mells. it +i1) depart from ilofdrzeh Cottage at 7 pm and
i1l rsturn, Iesv:ng thz Stzr a2t =zpproximztaly 11 45 pm. The return fare is
L1 pz2r .parson. ' ' '
Hdost peepla have alrz2ady bought dinnzr tickets at £3.50 a h=2ad from Tony, but
in case you nzvean't taken tiz plunga yu y n2r2's the menu to tempt you!
dmcieral with goosabarrias oc Soup
Rlozst sirioin
or <huzz2ze and bisc .
’Challenge !‘ . the zssault coursea is in Bath and
5 t”‘ = o tha challengz tskas plac2 on Sat
2.5 i .
23 ita April 17, Plessse comz and help to
: L beat the Cerbarus! Ring John to
~~9°rd‘”ﬂ your 5“6113““ (£o marbarus 12t him know if you're interzsted:
on thz Asszult Soursa on "neil 17, w2 . : ’
g ' agdon) 6297
itl ba hanpy to accant, .nd in r%urn 0751 (Blag _) 273 ‘
na]leng° you to providaz 3@ basdecuz at

Hordrach on the Szturday ev:ning.

“lz hopz this meets with your &pproval
and look forward to sezing you on ths
12¢h.,

Yours Spelbo]o cally,

Prica

{(op Carbarus Spaleo]ogical
rls |~lOt_: tha barb=acua nhad

zn indoor booza-up, th2 commititsz
3, nest wave is unlikaly...,
_ny voluntears to neln with som2 {ood?

o3

o

_4

a8, &

Tha aszault course sounds graat fun -
John 3zzuchamp szys thar2’s 2 marinz
ronz bridgez, 2 rocking bridge, s

Tzrzan (Hasaltina?) cving, & rabbit run,
znd pFODQle g dzaith sli fou'll got
muddy and totzlly SOakEu '|Ln 2y Tuck
50 it's just tha thing for the HAL3

Hore Adetzils will app=23c on ina

~ottage notic2 bozrd saortiy, but

)

They've moved:

Laren Lawis, 25 Mount Stre
Lalshpoel, Powys 5Y21 7Lu.

arant Shaphard, 182 HMill Lan=2, London
HWE 1TG, 01-535 3326,

Pl Zliot, 17 Plaasant Terrace,

5t Just, Zornwzll. St Uust 7370640,
ar3g Smith, H"}SIead closa,
Sarrovufoed, Luncas irz 339 oid,

jnaﬂ ﬂﬂqu .
congratulations

to Mlzn Pougharty end his uife on the
birth of thziv deughtar Hannzh on
Nacambar 15 1333,

o Roy and j3ady Wzmnston on the bicch

of theie dzugater Ellen Ciare on

dovambar 17 1233,




-

ANNUAL REPORTS 1985-6 .

Honorary Secretary

it is amusing to sze that my last report to AGH recognisad the need for 'a
really good discovery' to bring out the potentizl which we have within the
Group The extension to the Upper Flood dig - e.citing though it was - just
failed to unlock for us the bigger discovery of the Velvet Bottom system.
Net time, perhaps...

We still maintain a healthy level of membership - 120 today, as compared to
125 this time last year. A surprising fact is that 30 members seam content to
remain 2s Probationary Members; some have 'enjoyad' this status for several
years. |f you have been a Probationary Member for over six months, why aren't
you seeking Full Membership?

Caving activity seems to continue unabated and this is evidencad by the in-
terast in overseas trips - Majorca at Christmas, Malaga in September this year.
You'd think that home fixtures would bzs a sell-out, wouldn''t you?

In a gensral sense, the Group is pois2d to improve its position in 1936. For
savaral yesars, funds have basn available for an exXtension to Hordrach Cottage
snd the purchass of more land; both of these aims should soon be achieved, In
othar areas of administration and finance, we ara on a steady course - the
balance sheet tells a satisfactory story,

Caving politics on both ragionzl and national levels retains its usual
ponderous progress. Nothing mors has bean heard of the Avon and Somerszt County
Coun=ils! Stratagy Plan for Mendin; Cave Conservation Vear has providad caving
with rad and blue stickers; Whernside Manor's training facility has gone for-
ever, lzzving a vacuum which only datermination and enterprise will fill; talk
of amalgamating BCRA with NCA continues. Cynicism aside, we are usually repre-
sentzd at CSCC meetings, which is something that sbout 60 per cent of the Council's
paid-up membership doesn't do. N

The training éssue, togather with allegations of ovarcrowding, still ‘provide
food for discussion on Mendip..They are often fussd into an unzasy rzlationship
znd zpplied to the smotiva subject of locz] school and youth group parties using
or abusing Mendip caves, Two statistics stand out from a racent discussion
paper - 38 per cent of state schools in Avon are involved in caving activities,
and only about a third of these have a teacher/leader who is a caving club
mambar. |'m not sure whether to be impressed by these figures or not, but it
s obvious that occupancy of caves is not the prerogative of club cavers and
that we should seek accommodation rather than confrontation with the veritable
horde of unaffiliated cavers. .

With such weighty matters hovering in the background, it is a welcome alter-
native to reflect on the possibility of being able to purchase a genuines MCG
T-shirt later this year. Bob Spelzo strikes again!

| had persuaded myself that | should resign at this coming AGM (hooray!), but
several other committee members espressed a similar desire and | decided to
seek re-election for one more year (boo!) to maintain more continuity as the
committae personnel changss. Committse meetings have been well attended
throughout the past year and we must thank the members for their efforts on
the group's behalf. Fond farewells are extended to those who are unable to
continue their involvemsnt: Kate Taylor, Paul lercon, Roy Kempston and
Stava Taylor.

| wonder if the label 'Thatcherite' will still apply to the committee if ths
PM rasigns (renswed cheers)? Tony Knibbs. .

)
, ):P))} Heet Secretary's Report

You will see from your membership cards that thers is once again a spiendid
choice of meets arrangad. |f you feel there zr2 additions that are needad or
a changs of emphasis requirad, than pleass sp2ak to me baefore or &t tha AGH.

IR |



Note that telephons numbars havz baen addzd this year so thare is no excuse
for not hnowing what is happaning. Also many additionzl trips arz carried out
and you can participata by phoning mz baforehznd or joining us at the

Hawson Arms on Thursdays.
Eagerly awaiting your renusasts, 32071 Barton.

o O L

Ovarz11 tha Group's financas havs remzinzd in 2 h2althy stata in 1335,
Membership wes zt¢ a similze Taval to 133, but the increase in the annual
sunscription from £10 to 515 bro ught in n2eriy 230) in =2:tra incom2. Bank and
Post Ofvice intarast incraasad, thz majority of tha Post 07Fice intzrast baing
darivzd from monzy s2t asid: for land purcinss and thz (ottogz a.iteznsion, both
of wiich still hava to coms to f.u|L|on
Oncz again out thanks go to tnz #T3 caving shop Tor their handsom= donstion.
te racaivad £47 from the Inland Revinuz ia raspact of covanants for the
year 1932/3. Alan Hellon is procassing €©hz covantats for th: yaars 33734,
3%/35, and 35/35 end with any iuch w2 should rz2czives rafunds for thasz in tha

currant yaar,

There was an increase in the use of tha cottag: during ths year, probably as
2 result of tha Upper Flood brzakthrough. Th2 cottage continuad to pay its way
and it contributad ovar £500 to iroup funds, aftar allowing for gas and rate
payments deferrad to 1930, ,

A2 small profit was made on the Annusl Dinner, but this was countﬁracted by a
loss on the Half-yearly Danc2, Sweatshirts contiauzd to 3211 and 2 further
stock purchase of 100 shirts was made during tha yzar

Thz Journsl was publishad during thes y2ar and vas thz m2jor item of erpend-
iturs against group funds,.

The increase in membership fe2s has been provad more than nacessary. Even
after the increase, annual subscriptions alone (£1533) wera not sufficient to
covar the ganaral running costs of tha droup (£1530). The major items of
epanditure were ths newslettar (J00), tacklz (£200) and books (£155).

If the land purchase and the cottags e.tension arz completad this year the
interest earnad by our Bznk and Post Offices fccounts will halvz, Although this
raduction may be offsst by covznant rafunds, it will still be nacassary to
review tha droup’s finznciasl situstion =t neast yauris AGY with a view to
deciding our prioritias - dacrassz & panditurz or increase subscriptions?

Hike Lovzll.

A detailed inventory of the Jdroup's gezr will be available at 2 later date, so
that | can hand over 'custody® to the new tackl=mast:r in an orderly fashion;
Afor those who did not know« 2lr2ady, 1 sicll not bz zvailable for re~zlaction
zt the 1985 Agd!)

During the yzar we have addad soms naw 2nuipmant and also replaced old or
lost tacklzs as appropriata. Thz group Aow has 2n altimster which was jointly
Tundad by the Christmas 1935 Majorca t2am, and is now. availablz for ganaral
usz, and in fact play=d z Targ2 ns spadition, Extra

i

tackla bags and guest halmz2ts/lamns hovs: alzo Do

The ropz davzta runbias on, Zota 1, o Ti7eeis
cocuie, The safaty of eviry sovir is prromOUNg, ust !
right, To this 2ned, 2 y22r's orizl is d2ing 225 uz to 2332 ity of
virious ropas for life-iining use. A spacimen of four different ropes will be
available for use and membars will be encouragad to try them out and supply
constractive commsnts, which it is hop2d will 12:¢ to 2 racommendad rop= for
futurz usa. The ropz typ:s =re: 'Wikiing' hauser Taid {25 we currantly use),

- ; IR
fouagusrd! (3 anv typz of mbrigs protiziid kernmznzal ropz)

i3
rt in thz succz2ss of tha 2

AR

H

continuad, ..



link is
2round our

il tier me. ftackiamzstar's job zasiar

i3 svor: tidy! Roy keamnston.

Thz orincipsi aceivity during 1335 hzs bein.ts anintain the library. iizw 2dditions
ncvz insludzd savaral ganzrzl Suropaan coualry suida books (23 Grescz, 3armany),
zad - z T35t siing ¢ollzetion of zreizliz on Spaia, courtasy of Victoriz.

i 4 5 ar3 with sbout 30 otnzr clubs, and this m2ans a consider-
abl ' zriz2l =2ach month. The liorsey shelvas are bdcoming ovar-
crovdad and taz 5 for n2xt yaar includga som2 naw shalving. Also under way
is tne2 fitting of & display cabinzt to the librzry wall, principally for
minarzl spacimans, of whici we havz & fair sz2laction alrsady,

Nawspapar cuitings, photographs and slides have.zll been addad to our collac-
tions, and tha jiCa vidzo library (YH5) i3 availzliz on loan from Roy Kempston.

{f thar2 s3r2 any particular books you would like th2 library to purchase
(23 2 guids to a caving ar2z you'r2 going to vizit th ezr?) let me know and

I 1

I*11 sz22 what | can do.

- Bob Speleo &

AN PN
B cottege erdan's Report G

it has been 2 good yzar for gusst bookings at the2 cottags, in the period from
AGH 35 to AGM 35 there have bezn 546 bed/nights booked for guests. Unfortunately
not all thoss bookings were tzken up. This is a pity in two raspects - firstly
z potential ravanuz from guast bookings of 2355.50 has turned out to bz somewhat
lass in rzality; szacondiy, hava had o turn zway smell groups of guests that

a
i
2n sccomnodaiad

av
nava b2 ad, fOuy thznks o Adrizn Duclkett who had tha grastest
of bookings at 5% bed/nignts.
-znoctad in tha nawslaiter, w2 nad & lsak in tha attic which damaged the
3 in thz foraman's toungz. This has aow bzen repaired and claimed for on
ttzge iasurancs, The causz of th2 overilo hss also bean rectified.
rtunztzly therz has not bzzn any respons2 to my r2quest for people to help
th2 cottzge =t2nsicn and that is why toa:ez hzg Dbazn no progress. A1l the
trz made ond it oonly thiag seopping utr 17 azapowar. | 00p2 wy successor
ors jusk in gaccing thiags startad.
will nct b2 standing for ra-2l2ction, may | taks tha opportunity of
thanking you =11 for your n2lp and support ia a2 past ©n.o y2ars. Paul HMercon.
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A
Il committee Hember's Répor”t'

As committee member without portfolio my responsibilities {other than being &
nuisance at meetings) have been concaernad more specifically with organising the
half-ysarly Barn Dance, sale of club sweatshirts and purchase of the new club
T-shirts, as well as organising armchzir maets.

The barn dancz wgs run on the estabiishad formula, scemed well-receivad, but
-made a small financial loss. | wouid sujgast tnat a change of formula for ths
1986 event might gensratz 2 beatter attendance and therefors impoove tha
financial aspects.

Sweatshirt sales ovar the year nave amountzd to just under fifty, and | think
most members a&ra now pronarly drassad,

Aopafully the new club T-shirts ~i]l Lz 2¢ popular =s the sweatshirts were
vihen they were Tirst availablz. | hzave trizd to provide esnough choice of
colours and sizes for most tastes without tzking on too much stock.

Armchair meets have been providad zach month during the autumn and winter -
and attendancas has been sncouraging - 2spacially at the iajorca '85 slids show.
Pernaps thz sals of ice crzams should b coasidarad as & fund-raising schems?

dany thanks on behalf of the ettzande2s to thosz of you who have provided
tha 'entertainment!',

Unfortunately,due to thz combinzd 2ffa autra responsibilities at work
and considerable cdistance to travel to tihz ilawson Arms, | shall not be standing
for re-election in 1336. Howsvzr, | wouid h2artily recommand others to bacome
involved with the running of tha club - particulzrily the vociferous, active
members. It's your club so stand up (for slzction) and be counted! Steve Tavlor.

[:I:] Editor's Report [:I:]

This is my sixth newsletter since being co-opted as editor in mid=-April last-
year. | must say |'ve had a good time doing it. First there's the thrill of
being the only woman to walk through thz door markad 'Gents' at the Mawson Arms
every committes meeting. Then thara's the eicitament of interesting packagas in
the post full of club news, trip reports, gossip and the inimitable Bob Speleo
cartoons HMany thanks to everyons wvho has contributed to the newslatter, espec-
i2ally my ragulars and Helen Hiriam who can type znd mov: houss both at once!

If | haven't published your articl2 yat, don't worry - |'m probably saving it
for ths next Journal, which should bz coming out later this year.

Alas I'm unable to stand as editor n2xt y2ar duz to a definite lack of 'free'
time in my freelance career... plus a<haustion after each committee meeting, no,
not because Geoff's such a chatterbox, but bacuuse it's a long way home from
London to Brighton after & few pints!

Printing costs are high, so the aditor has ¢ big budget to handle, making this
& responsible committee post (so tha nes.t 2ditor needs to be power-mad, like me!),
i have spent £112 average per issu2 on printing 155 nawsletters inc postage and
the odd bit of Tippsx! Issus sizes have bzen batueen 10 and 13 pages per adition,
and production costs hava variad zccordingly. - o S e
" Good luck to the next editor... whoavar sha or hs may be. Katz Taylor,

-
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Minutes of the 3Jth Annual Ganzaral ez

ng of tinz Maendip Caving Sroup, held at
Wordrach Cottagz, Charterhousa-on-iand -

i
n, at 3 pm on Saturday 7?3 Harch 1985,

Attandangz: o membars (32 Ffull, 7 prooztiomary, 5 2ssociata)

i Apologizs for absance: P:zbze Spoin, Adrisza PDusiiser,

Thr miaugas of far g
Tha hondrary off

arsg 3mith suggastad i
gan=zrally agreed that th

L]

irotorrportt care mwsitly publia
t =11 r:ports should b2 resd =
is wvas not a good ides,

~

3.1 Matters arising from officars' reports: Neil Hutchinson suggested that
3RT ropas should be cut ovar-langth to 3llo: for snrinksgs. Othars agread,
thzy «iil discuss this further vith ta: toclilemestae. Vhy not writz length on -
tha sarink-slaevas?

" Slection of oifizersz: Taz fulioday var: rz-2iz22t:d unoonosad:
jacrztary - Tony Rnibbs; Tetosurar - dikz Lavall; Racortdar - {an Mekechnisz;
Tzchkizmzstzar - Roy wKampston; ol Jalczetey - 32677 dorton,
Tharre o ar: L pronesais Ffor Sedinary nitca: Jd2aker: Tznise Samuzl and
Seave Taylor, Taz rasuit of © sac Jtzvz Tuylor 12, Denissz
Soawret 1 Guave Taylor wes zbact tir,

Jon Robarts was unablz to siend again for raz-2lz2ction &s editor, and as there
warz no further nominations (or voluntzars) th2 post vas kept open. Thers was
a vote of thanks for thz works of th2 ratiri n3 aditor, :

3ryan Tarry and Peter Spain were accapt:d zs zuditors. Alan Mellon and Geoff
darton were accepted as shop auditors, : .

A%

Any Othar Business:

5.1 Two barrals of als wera provided, Thanks to the retiring committee for
onz; Tony Knibbs and 3zoff Barton (birtadays) for the other.

5.2  Pat Yelsh suggestad that & “omen's room b2 providad and kept as such.
Jo Davias and Yvonnz Yard said they didn't mind wihare they slapt in the cotiage.
Joan 3oddzrd said shz'd prefar to g=t awey from snorers and 'getters up in the
night', There was no demand for & tTamily room, foliov:ng a request for a show
of hands, Phil Ingold said that all HCS wivas nz knows agrse with ths status
Aauoc, areg Smith pointzd out that tha back room was originally intended as a
woman's room, Rogar Wallington disagresd with this, Pat said he wanted to
astavlish a principls, not = rule. Robbis Charnock said h= did not like sliezeping
nz.t to vemsn othar than nis wifa., lsn Hekachnie proposed that a notice ‘Ladies
Room' be fixed to tha door of the small room, thus establlshing a principle but
not a rule, Geoff Barton saconded. o vote was tzaken

Jon Roberts said that usa2 of th: cottages by membzrs hzd gone down considerably
and ha didn't see why therz shoul:d b2 a problam. liz recommended intelligent use
of rooms. Carol Hunn said that there is no nzed for z womzn's room, as inevitably
somz women will have to slasp in othzr rooms if the cottage is full, If the
cottags is not full, tierz Is no proula

5.3  John Hiriam asked what thz cut-off point should be for accepting cottage



O — O

bookings. There is obviously a problem if mambers book at the cottage and a
large group has already been booked in by the Cottage Warden, but the booking
hasn't reached the cottage book.

" Bryan Terry said that some wezkends the cottage is filled with guest clubs.
Phil Ingold had bean refusad acczss to a bad racantly bzacausz thzy were all’
taken by a visiting party. Bryan Tarry suggzasted that the book be the definitive
documant, and no booking is valid until it's in the book. Malcolm Cotter agreed
saying that a visiting club's booking shouldn't be confirmad until it's in the
book. Paul Merron agrzzd. John Miriam said problems had arisen because members
had brought dowin large parties of guasts vhen guast clubs were already booked
in. H2 stressed that mambsars czn normzlly bring only one guest each; if they
want mora, theay should chack with himself or ths cottage warden, Pat Walsh
(tongue in chsek) said it should be stressad to guasts that they are heare as
privilegad guests and should enter with cuz humility!

5.5 Bryan Terry pointed out that he had had noc entries for the crossword,

5.5 Tony Knibbs asked for 2 mor2 orderly meeting, with comments addressed
thaough the chair.

5.6 Tony Knibbs presantad T-shirt dasigns. Thay weran't too good so further
antries wara requested, Closing date: April 30, |f there are enough entries &
ballot will be held through the nawsletter.

5.7 Pat Walsh asked about the cottags extension, Paul Merron said plans were
with tha quantity survayor, Date to bz set when the material is available. Lots
of hands went up following an appzal for voluntzars to halp build the extansion.
Psul asked people to give him thair names,. :

5.8 Tony Knibbs Introduced the subject of e<tending the land purchase. There
are problems with purchasing more land behind the cottage. Malcolm Cotter said
he had been to sze Max Brown, who owns the farm 1and next door. He is negotiating
to gat as much as he can for & reasonable price. Currently Mr Brown is offering
to sell 12 yards more at the front, %4 yards more at the back, thz same depth as
our existing plot. Pat Walsh said it wasn't enough. |t wasn't clear who owns
the land from wall 'to road. ordon Lister szid we should find out. Paul Merron
pointed out that we use that anywsy. The feeling of the meeting was that the
purchase should be pursuad. A vote of thanks was proposed to Malcolm Cotter,

6 Daté and venue for the 3Ist AGA: Saturday 22 March 1986, Hordrach Cottage,
3 pm.

CAN You
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CROSSWDRD N:" 6. by Sryan Terry

: = RS * “F K " i Several membars have asked if
' | would compile another cross-
5 o - | word, so here it is. The last
- five had caving as the main
. ' theme, not surprisingly. But |
m a. did not receive a single correct
solution to o 5, so this timz
* I hav: changad the subject and
sdopiad on2 ot which most MCS
n - o membzrs seem Lo excz] - booze!
i & bottle of ploak for ths
7 UTirst corcact ensioer recaivaed
. - o AT AR
Soysnn Taery, 12 eire Lana,
At “ couwgtoa=an-tae-fill, Leicestar,
. - Lriczsstarshirs. 0533 L32533
* N Across
- = 2 3z z dog - go to & Spanish
' winz callar (&)
5 Hon you iek2 te2a or beer (&)
T T 3  Hartha has & famous ona on
Across ‘ : . the Massachussaits coast (3)
10 Medicinas parhaps or mi.ers for gin? (O) , '
11 .Huge rain storm will producz =:c2llent win2 from the Rhine near Wiesbaden (8)
17 # An Italian Liquer - but witch onz! (&)
e A crust here can bs made into & li~uer by Carthusian monks (10) ~
3 Rzputediy the gresatest white Burgundy - to merchant anvhow! (10)
2 You are able to do it to & scraw-stopparad bottle (§)
23 A half.of shandy {3) 2L A 3:lgian port (9)
25 Another name for pawter tankzrds? (3).
26 3ood winas are usuzily considarad to bz this (O)
27 Mr Bznnat's favourite brand of gin (7)
Down
1 Earn T.V. racognition for 2z hostelry (9)
2 Possibly dascriptive of a warchouss containing spirits (3)
3 In ths beginning, January Ist could bs tzrmed thus (3,3)
L English term for white winas from thz Rhine (0;%)
5 Birds usually identifisd with courzgs (3)
7 Bacsrdi is one esxsmnle of this (5,3)
3 Dust camz to farment & dry white wine (3)
13 East Anglian Brewary producing Abbot Ale (5,4)
15 Famous brand of vodka (3)
16 Liquar similar to Pernod (3}
17 How can a gram produca such a fine brandy (3) .
15 A stout carrier (O} :
29 3raduate on top of s sweet produces onz of ltaly's best red wines (6)
2 soft drinks - but not cokes {5)

Editor's note: | always thought li~uer was spalt licueur - but Bryan warns
m2 not to tampzr with a single punctuation mark or spelling Just in casel
3ood luck,...
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FOR SALE 80P

Pamphiet boxes. Stout card, self-
assembly, with metal label holder/
handle. Makes up into a useful box
14 inchas high by 11 inchas deep, by
3.25 inches wide {355 x 230 x 85 mm)

As used in the MCG tibrary. Surplus
to renuiremants. Few only in stock,
unusaed, 33p esch.

Contact tha honorary recordar
ARMCHAIR MEETS at ths Mawson Arms, rickecinia, (Addrass on pzga 2
Chiswick Lane South, London W4, in I _____________
the back room at 9 pm. SOVE SURYEY STUDY WIEKEIND

l ' - 13 March 1335

)

March 20 All our Yastercaves - a look
back at the last three million yaars

of caving -~ HMalcolm Cotter

(this was postponad from last tima
because thosz of us who went to

Majorca couldn't wait to see the slidas

t Tna British Zave Reszarch Association

1 i3 holding a study weskand at thz

| Jdniversity ofShaffield. On Saturday
tnare will be lecturas on all

)} aspacts of cave surveying. On Sunday

I there's a field trip to Pzak Cavern

|

After the AGM, please let the new

ordinary committee member have all

vour ideas and offers for armchair Saturday night...To make sure of a

meets. _ places, book in advance: :

- = | Lectures, field trip and Saturday

MONEY MONEY MONEY MONEY MONEY MOWNEY lunch: £5. :

Thanks very much to all members who |

have now paid their annual subs to |

Hike Lovell. You should hava raceivad £4.50,

your membzrship cards by now.., s0rry l (without Saturday lunch: . £2)

for thz printing delay, but JSz0ff l Contact: Charlotte Roberts, 3
|

to practise surveying, There's also
a mystery 'event' planned for

(without Saturday lunch. : £2.50)
Lectures only, with Satudday luach:

did get & good prica! Victoria Street, Queensbury,

If you haven't yet paid up, don't Bradford. Bradford 816793.
forget that time is running out. All Checuas payable to  BCRA.
will automatically bzcome lapsed...

mambers who haven't paid by fpril 1 &
and wa don*t want to lose you! £$£$$£$
‘_ -

25,

RESCUE PRACTICE: GB _ DEVIL'S ELBOW % Alan Dougherty

The morning of Saturday February 8 dawnad with a severe frost as 13 members
gathered at Nordrach cottage for the practice rsscue. Me decided, because of

the severe weather, to miss out a == — ~——— — — — T __ ..
ractice haul in one of the trees

znd only to demonstrate how to | BOb SDBIEO 3 _

tie up the drag sheet, before |

departing for the cave.

W Hike Haselden, Gary |

Pairaudeau and Grant Shep-

hard went to rig the Devil's |

Eibow pitch for hauling. !
|
I
|
|
]

Follow The \
Beor, Bok, J/7

They were later joined by
tan HcKechnia, who had trav-
elled down that morning.

W The rest of us went to the
3ridge in the Gorge, wheare
we split into two groups. )




12—

Practice Rescuc contd, .. i John Beauchamp lead one party in carrying the
stretcher to the base of the Devil's Elbow pitch. Here Mike Haselden was to
direct operations using the second team, While the rest of us tackled the
passages 2above the pitch, John's team were to de-tackle and exit by the Mud
Passage route. Working in from the entrance end, they would sort out the fixed
ladder dascent from the First Grotto, and come on to meet the stretcher party.
Bt the Bridgs Yvonne Ward (our surprisingly willing victim) was put on the
drag shz2at, Undarnesth her we placed. @ fosm mat and a padded bivvy bag. A Tigure
- of eight thigh sling was tied into the lacing ropes to prevent the victim slip-
ping downwards. A foot-loop was provided for the same purpose. Yvonne was dressed
with an extra fibre~pile suit ovar har normal gaving gear. She wore wollen and
rubbar gloves, and a balaclava. Throughout the practice, Yvonne kept quite warm.
Mhe faca visor was used, but this necassitatad a change of helmet, because it
would not it the peaked varizsty. it provad uszful, e:cept that it misted up.
|.onemenf up ths gorg=s was pratty rapid, with all tha party helping on the in-
cline at tha top. & drag rops was used for the first time in the crawls and c)imbs
up to the Devil's Elbow pitch., Hare th2 '8' tazam went up the pitch to form a
hauling party, and lan McKachniez was positioned at the pitch head. Tha2 ¢limb was
equippad with a ladder and a hauling rope running through a pulley. Both of these
werza bzlayed to the stal thread =t the pitch h2ad. lan was secured with a long
bzlay cope back to an anchor at thzs heasd of ths 10° ctimb, Lack of good belays
proved & major problem. A stampla high up would have made things easier.
MCommunication round ths crawl was difficult beacause of the noise of running
watzr. Messages were relayad by cavers in the crawl. After much difficulty Yvonne
was hauled to the pitch head, QOne problam was tht the pulley twisted on jts belay
and we had to lower the stratcher to rz-organise things. Had Yvonne's arms not
been frzz from ths drag sheet, | don't think we'd have been successful in heg-
otiating the Devil's Elbow. She was able to help a lot by pulling on her arms.
B vas zble to place a.short sling around a small chockstonz in the roof of the
crawl, on which Yvonnz was able to pull. With Gary Pairaudesau st the head of the
drag sheat and HMiks Haselden at ths foot, the bends were passed aftsr a lot of
effort. Wa had the victim on her side for this saction, but it was still a tight
fit. A major prodblem was friction on ths hauling rope, as it passed round several
corners. The water was bitterly cold, and if things became any more prolonged
| was ready to call it a day.
Wiauling up the 19! climb praved 2 strain bacause only two peopla could be at
the pitch head. At this stage ths drag shest was slipping towards Yvonne's
feet and rucking up, so we took har out and fised her back in again, in the
little chamber by the letterbox. The letterbos did not prove too difficult, with
lan HcKachnie positioned down in the slot, batow the safgeze,
:00d progress was made along the double passage crawl, until the drag sheet
began to ruck up again, in the vicinity of the climb downwards. | decided to call
a2 stop at this stage, YWe had overcome the main problem, and given time, would
certainly have made it to the surface. Coming out into the dark in the severe
cold could have besn courting disaster. We all found jt very cold on regaining
the surface, and in the bitter wind fingers began to fraeze,
Bl considerad the practice a great success, especially considering the relative
inzxperience of the group and ths cold conditions, :
l7vonne may like to know (in retrospect!) that Sue Haselden was once stuck for
saveral hours as the victim on a practics soms years 9o - and gusss where?
Sue informed me that this was in the days of tha late Olivar Lioyd's participation
and that aftar her relzese, ths team wers so tirad that she had to carry some of
thzir gzar for them!
Wany thenks to all thosz who turnad out -~ | hopz you learnad somzthing and
anjoyad yourselves in tha procazz, Tha caver vho thought cavs water stayad at
¢ oconstant temperaturz i3 cartainly no longar under that illusion!
Bhos52 nrasant viare: John B2auchamp, Jo Davies, Alan Doughzrty, i Francis,
D Harpar, John Harvey, Mike Haselden, Andy Hawkins, lam McKechnie, Gary Pairaudeau,
Andy Scully, Grant Shaphard, Richard Stansfiald, Adrian Thomzs, Yvonhz Jard
Tim2 undarground: ! hours, [ | )
Cn taz previous practice, su2 got stuck in the slot st tha top of Davil's Elbow
- you have to kezp tha drag shz22t nigh in tha pzssage at this point.




