
~genda’86
The P’nnuál General Meeting t~i1l be held at Nordrach Cottage on Saturday
22 March at 3pm.

ChaIrman — Jonathan Roberts

I. P.pologies for absence.

2. ii nutes of the AGM held on 23 ,larch I 9343.

3. Officers’ Reports as circulated .~ith 1j~ Nas No 133. Comments and questions
are invited to;

Secretary Tony Knibbs
Treasurer hike Lovell
Cottage Warden Paul ierron

9 ~ Editor i(ate Taylor
Recorder/Librarian Ian Mckechnie
li-act Secretary Geoff Barton
Tacklemaster Roy Kempston
Ordinary Comrnitts Member Steve Taylor

~. .~mendrnants to the Constitution and Rules (Revised April ]93L:.)

a) Proposal to delete clause (a) from Part 1, Section 10. Finance, which reads:
‘The signatories may require the authority of a majority vote of the committee
before signing cheques, etc, for sums in excess of £10.’

S ignatori as here refers to the t~.o corxni ttee members (one of whom is the
Traasurer) who are appointed under clause Cc) of Section 13 Finance.

b) Proposal to amend clause (f) of Section 13. Finance to read as follows;
‘A member may not hold more than £130 of group funds in the form of cash for
more than twenty—eight days.’

Thi ~ amendment substi tutes £103 for £53 and a ctends fourteen days to twenty—eight.

5 Election of officers for the term 1986-1937. Nominations will be accepted
for the following committee posts:

Secretary Recoriar.’Librarian
Tre:surer Meat 7ecratary

-~Cottage Warden eTackleraaster
.rEditor *Ordinary Committee Member

-3 Committee members currently carrying out the functions marked with an
asterisk are unable to offer themselves for re—election.

Continued on page 3
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liar 3 Members’ weekend
Tynings Barrow (John Beauchamp)

tlarch 15 Wolverhampton (12)
Mar 22 Members’ weekend

ACM & Dinner
Apr 5 Queen Mary’s
Apr 12 Members’ weekend Assault course (Sat)

Box Mines (Liz Price) (Sun)
Apr 26 Birks Fell, Yorkshire (Roger

Wa) ii ngton)
May 3 Members’ weekend

Swildons (Andy Beare)

May 10 Wolverhampton (12)
Hay 24 — Bakers Pit, Devon (Arthur Spain)
June 7 Members’ weekend

Geology (Malcolm Cotter) —

June 28 — Pant Mawr, \!ales (Steve Taylor)
July 12 MernSers ‘ weekend

St Cuthberts (John ;~l r I em) —

July 2ü — Lancaster Hole, Yorkshi re
— (Ian Parry)

lug 9 ;hrnbers’ ~‘;eekerri - —

tadstocK ;-i, ne (Yvcnn~ )ard)
Aua 23 - Tunnel tave, ~.ales (any offers?)
Sep 13—27 Mal age, Spain (MI an Duckett)
Oct 11 ;lemb ~rs’ weekend --

;;~it Yearly —

Oct 2J Los .jo;w’ s, Yorkshire (:iik~ Lovell
4ov Members’ weekend -

Cheddar Gorge (Jon Roberts) —

Den Yr Ogof, Wales (Tony Knibbs)
H~rnbers weekend —

Mangle Hole (Dave Da;tter) —

Secretary: Tony Knibbs, 85 Cavendish Aye, London W13 OJY.
.01 -997 2032 (home) 01-546 7741 x 2199 (work).
Treasurer: Mike Lovell, 4 Settrington Close, Loddon Park,
Earley, Reading, Berkshire. 0734 663747 (home).
Meet Secretary: Geoff Barton, The Lodge, The Heath,
Weybridge, Surrey. 0932 49241 (home)
Tacklemaster: Roy Kempston, 13 Florence Road, College
Town, Camberley, Surrey. 0276 34333 (home).
Cottage Warden: Paul Merron, 21 Howberry Road, ThorntonrHeath,
Surrey CR4 0HZ. 01-771 o666 (home)
Recorder: Ian Mokechnie, 21 Conyers Close, Hersharn,
We) ton on Thames KTl2 4NG. 0932 228292 (home).
Ordinary Committee Member: Steve Taylor, 58 Cuckfield Road,
Hurstpierpoint, West Sussex BN6 958. Hurstpierpoint
(0273) 834035 (home).
Editor: Kate Taylor, 58 Cuckfield Road, Hurstpierpoint,
West Sussex BNG 9S8. Hurst (0273) 834035 (home).

;~o’i 22
Dec

111~ ii

11I’iii’
jj~Committee
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6. Election of Auditors for
deal wit:i the Group’s general
Shop Account

7 /Liy other busii~ess.

the tern 1986-1937. Two auditors are required to
funds and çuo are needed to deal with the Group’s

at the ‘Star Hotel , \!el is.
:111 return, leaving the

£1 perperson.

Dinner

;iost people
in case you

~Cha11enge 14
Dear iica.

2th.
Yours speleologically,

Liz Price

(ap Cnrinrus Spaleological Society)

ditor’s Note: the barbecue had better
be an indoor booze—up, the committee
feels, as~a ~ect wave is unlikely...
any volunteers to hel p ‘.1 th some food?

The assault course sounds
John Seauchamp says there
rope bridge, a rocking bri
Tarzan (ileseltine?) swing,
end probably a death slida.
muddy and totally soaked
so it~s just the thing for

lore details will appear on the
aotta-~e notice board s.~ortiy, out

lit.: /

assault cout’≤e is in Bath and
challenge takes place on Sat
1 12. Please coma and help to
the Cerberus! Ring John to

him know if you’re interested:
(Blagdon) 62929 4

They ‘Va moved:

Karen Le’.•~is, 25 Mount Street,
‘:e1 shpool , Powys 5Y21 7LW.

~rant Shephard, 142 Mill Lane, London
f’.- O —iWo lT’~. 0l-4~; o92b.

Phil Eliot, 17 Pleasant Terrace,
St Just, Cornwall. St Uust 737640.

.reg Smi th, 3 Haistead Close,
Is r ro:ford, Lancas,; re 339 oWl.
2~3~ &0’922.

Congratulations:

to ‘lan Doughertj and his wife on the
bi rth of thai r daughter Hannah on
December 13 UDS.

to 2o~ and :iandy (em75 ton on the birch
or tneir rlaugnter Ellen Glare on
,~cvember 12 1933.

~: D.;te and venue of the nit .‘nnu:l 2ener:1 laeti ng .

Dcoach has been arr2nq ed to provide t ranspórt to the Annual
lt~ ill

Star at
depart from Uordrach Cottage at 7 pm and

approximately 11.45 pm. The return fare is

have already bought dinner tckats at £3.53 a head from Tony, but
haven’t taken the plunge yat, harPs the menu to tempt you~

~i~5~ff~uPg

the
the
Apri
beat
let
0731

R.egardi n~ your chal 1 enge ~o erbarus
on the Assault Course on ‘on i 1~r C

.:iil be happy to accept, and i-i return
challenge you to provide a barbecue at
Nordrach on the Saturday evening.

‘‘a hope this meets with your approval
and look forward to seeing you on the

great fun
a a m~nin.e
dye, a

a rabbit run,
(ou 11 get

ts any luck
.1.
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ANNUAL REPORTS I985-6~
Honorary Secretary

It is amusing to see that my last report to AGI4 recognised the need for ‘a
really good discovery’ to bring out the potential which we have within the
Group The extension to the Upper Flood dig — ezciting though it was — just
failed to unlock for us the bigger discovery of the Velvet Bottom system.
Ne~t time, perhaps...

We still maintain a healthy level of membership - 120 today, as compared to
125 this tine last year. A surprising fact is that 30 members seem content to
remain as Probationary Members; some have enjoyed this status for several
years. If you have been a Probationary Member for over six months, why aren’t
you seeking Full Membership?

Caving activity seems to continue unabated and this is evidenced by the in
terest in overseas trips — Majorca at Christmas, Malaya in September this year.
You’d think that home fixtures would be a sell—out, wouldn’t you?

In a general sense, the Group is poised to improve its position in 1936. For
several years, funds have been available for an extension to Nordrach Cottage
and the purchase of more land; both of these aims should soon be achieved. In
other areas of administration and finance, we are on a steady course — the
balance sheet tells a satisfactory story.

Caving politics on both regional and. national levels retains its usual
ponderous progress. Nothing more has been heard of the Avon and Somerset County
Coun~i1s’ Strategy Plan for Mendip; Cave Conservation Year has provided caving
with red and blue stickers; \4hernside Manor’s training facility has gone for
ever, leaving a vacuum which only determination and enterprise will fill; talk
of amalgamating BCRA with NCA continues. Cynicism aside, we are usually repre
sented at CSCC meetings, which is something that about 60 per cent of the Council’s
paid-up membership doesn’t do.

The training tssue, together with allegations of overcrowding, still ~provide
food for discussion on Mendip. They are often fused into an uneasy relationship
end applied to the emotive subject of local school and youth group parties using
or abusing Mendip caves. Two statistics stand out from a recent discussion
paper - 38 per ceflt of state schools in Avon are involved in caving activities,
and only about a third of these have a teacher/leader who is a caving club
member. I’m not sure whether to be impressed by these figures or not, but it
is obvious that occupancy of caves is not the prerogative of club cavers and
that we should seek accommodation rather than confrontation with the veritable
horde of unaffiliated cavers.

With such weighty matters hovering in the background, it is a welcome alter
native to reflect on the possibility of being able to purchase a genuine MCG
T—shirt later this year. Bob Speleo strikes again~

I had persuaded myself that I should resign at this coming AGH (hoorayfl, but
several other committee members expressed a similar desire and I decided to
seek re—election for one more year (boo!) to maintain more continuity as the
committee personnel changes. Committee meetings have been well attended
throughout the past year and we must thank the members for their efforts on
the group’s behalf. Fond farewells are extended to those who are unable to
continue their involvement: Kate Taylor, Paul I1arron, Roy Kempston and
Stave Taylor.

I wonder if the label ‘Thatciierite’ will still apply to the cor,mittee if the
PM resigns (renewed cheers)? Tony Knibbs.

Meet Secretary’s Report

You will see from your membership cards that there is once again a splendid
choice of meets arranged. If you feel there are additions that are needed or
a change of e,-nphasi s required, than please speak to me before or at the AG~l.



Note that te1e~hone numbers have
for not knowing what is happening.
and you can participate by phoning
Mews on. Arms on Thursdays.

Eagerly awaiting your rer~uast5, ___________

Treasurer’s Report

Overall the Group’s finances have rera::ine’J in a healthy state in 1335.
Membership was at a sirni lar level to 133!:, jut th~ increase in the annual
subscription from £10 to Z13 brought in nearly LSOJ in e:tra income. Sank and
Post Office interest increased, the jorityof the Post Office interest being
derived from money set aside for land purciase cn’~ the cottage e.~tension, both
of which still have to come to frul tion.

Once again out tnanks go to ~ne •‘~C.~ caving shop ror their handsome donation.
¶Je received £~~7 from the I Mend Revenue in resc.ect ov covenants for the

year 1932/3. Alan Mellon is processing tie coy enm’,ts “or the years 33/34,
34/35, and 35/36 end with any juch we should receive refunds for these in the
current year.

There was an increase in the use of the cottage during the year, probably as
a result of the Upper Flood breakthrough. The cottage continued to pay its way
and it contributed over £600 to Group funds, after allowing for gas and rate
payments deferred to 1936.

A small profit was made on the Annual Dinner, but this was counteracted by a
loss on the ‘Half—yearly Dance. Sweatshirts continued to sell and a further
stock purchase of 100 shirts was made during the year.

The Journal was published during the year and was the major item of ezpend—
iture against group funds.

The increase in membership fees has been proved more than necessary. Even
after the increase, annual subscriptions alone (f_1533) were not sufficient to
cover the general running costs of the Group (i2690). The major items of
a <pendi ture were the newsletter (~0O) , tackle (~2OO) and books (Ll55).

If the land purchase and the cottage e,tension are completed this year the
interest earned by our Bank and Post Office Accounts will halve. Although this
raduct ion racy be offset by covenant refunds, it ‘-~i 11 sti 11 be necessary to
review the Group’s financial situation at ne.tt ye’~rs ACM with a view to
deciding our priorities — decreaseapenditure or increase subscriptions?
Mike Lovell

A detailed inventory of the Group’s gear will be available at a later date, so
that I can hand over ‘custody’ to the new tacklemaster in an orderly fashion;
(for those who did not knot already, I shall not be available for re—election
at the 1936 MM!)

During the year we have added some new sr~ui pment and also replaced old or
lost tackle as appropriate, The group thow has an altimeter which ‘.-ias jointly
funded by the Chri stmas 1935 Majorca team, and is now eve i labl a for general
use, and in fact play-3d a large part in the success of the e:pedition. E.ctra
tackle bags and guest helmets ‘lamps have al so sn purcaaed

The rope dabs cc ruinbi -~ on, ;ot;i I c’. I I 3 ~‘- ~i;~ anr! 2R5 areas, .as ‘el l it
shoul1. The safety of cv 2ry a’:ver I a paramount, Sc ‘~:s nust get the tachnirues
r i ~ht To this ani, a yes r’ s c ri 5 ~ ci ~: up to ass ~ t;ie “iii tab I 1 i ty of
venous ropes for life—lining use. A specimen of four different ropes will be
available for use and members will be encouraged to try them out and supply
constrüicti ye comments, which it is hop-ed -ii Il 1 cad to a racorwnendad rope For
future use. The rope types are: ‘‘liking h~w-ser laid (as we currently usa),

‘,cnuaguard’ (a new type of nembra~~ prct ectcdKernmsn:el rope)

been added this year so there i
Also rn3ny additional trips are
me beforehand or joining us at

Geoff Barton,

5
s no excuse
carried out
the

£tt

‘~Thb
~

cont i nued.
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(conventional ci imbi rig rope), and ERT ropa.
NeT ~ith the trial .~e ariould also assess our life—lining technicues
change if a g cc a ay IrD:~l ie.ser Iai d rope (the ~..eakest link is

to th I i5e-i iner, ~.han we if a--i i th the moe around our

eous in
In p~ra

~fli Dii CDfl
most I ikel

Fi:i:ii-,, 1a:::e -support tiLe trial, .rka the n~. cacki-era-aster’s job easier
~ ::.ea;in; ii:.~ irJcrined :.nd leaving the cackle atore tiriy~ Roy Kempston.

I I I flecorder’:: Resort I Ii
The principal activity during
nave included zaveral general
and a inva-a Fast —gro~ing ccl

a cnangc ny-:slettars eiti about 3D
able amount of nre~ meteri ci each month.
crow-dad and the ~i ens for ne.-t year Inc
is th~ fitting of a disp’ay cabinet to
mineral specimens. of which we have a

N~’~spaper cuttings, photographs and
t ions, and the iCG video library (VHS)

If there are any particular books you
(eg a guide to a caving ar-ca you’re goi
I’ll see what I can do.

It has been a good year for guest bookings at the cottage, in the period from
AGH 35 to Ai~M 36 there have been 5;6 bed/nights booked for guests. Unfortunately
not all those bookings were taken up. This is a pity in two respects — firstly
a potential revenue from guest bookings of L~3~.5O has turned out to be somewhat
less in real i ty; secondly, I have had to turn a~ay smal I groups of guests that
could h.:va been accommodated. Our thanks to ~drian Duckett ~,ho had the greatest
number oF boo&i ngs at 5~- bed/nights.

As reported in the nawsi ettar, t~e had a
ccii ing in the Foremen’s lounge. This has
the cottage insurance. The cause of the ov

Unfortunately there has not bean any res
build the cottage :C ~tension and that is why
pans are made tn:! the only thi.-ig scoppug
aa:-.iora luck in getting things started.

I will not be standing for re-election, my I take the opportunity of
thanking you ci I for your help and support in the past two years. Paul Merron

1335 has becnto maintain the library. New additions
~uropaan coa.cry guide books (N Greece, germany),
lecti-on oF articles on Spain, courtesy of Victoria.

oth~r clubs, and this means a consider—
The library shelves are b~coming over—

lude some new shelving. Also under way
t~ie I icrary ~iall , principally for
fair selection already.

sHdtas have all be-en added to our collec—
is availeele on loan from Roy Kempston.
would like the library to purchase

ny to visit this year?) let ins know and
Ian ticKechni-e.

Bob S~eIeo

S Cottage ~krdsn ‘s Report •~

leak in the attic which damaged the
no.: been repaired and claimed for on
erliow has also been rectified.
ponse to my recuest for people to help

th:re ha~ been no progress. All the
us i - :~po’.~er. I icpe my successor
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• Committee Member’s Rèpo~t~

As committee member without portfolio my responsibilities (other than being a
nuisance at meetings) have been concerned more specifically with organising the
half—yearly 8am Dance, sale of club sweatshirts and purchase of the new club
T—shirts, as well as organising armchair meets.

The barn dance w~s run on the establ ished formula, seemed well-received, but
made a small financial loss. I could suggest that a change of formula for the
1986 event might generate a better attendance and therefore impvove the
financial aspects.

Sweatshirt sales over the year have aw.ounted to just under fifty, and I think
most members are now properly dressed.

Hopefully the new club T—shi rts ill be as popular as the sweatshi rts were
when they were first available. I have tried to provide enough choice of
colours and sizes for most tastes without taking on too much stock.

Armchair meets have been provided each month during the autumn and winter
and attendance has been encouraging — especially at the Majorca ‘85 slide show.
Perhaps the sale of ice creams should Sc coisi dered as a fund—raising scheme?

Many thanks on behalf of the attendees to those of you who have provided
the ‘entertainment’.

Unfortunately,due to the combined effects of e:.:tra responsibilities at work
and considerable distance to travel to the ~1awson Arms, I shall not be standing
for re-election in 1936. However, I ~tuid heartily recommend others to become
involved with the running of the club - particularly the vociferous, active
members. It’s your club so stand up (for election) and be counteth Steve Taylor.

Editor’s Report

This is my si:th newsletter since being co-opted as editor in mid-April last
year. I must say I’ve had a good time doing it. First there’s the thrill of
being the only woman to walk through the door marked ‘~3ents’ at the Ilawson Arms
every committee meeting. Then there’s the eccitament of interesting packages in
the post full of club news, trip reports, gossip and the inimitable Bob Spel-eo
cartoons Many thanks to everyone who has contributed to the newsletter, espec
ially my regulars and Helen Miriam who can type and move housa both at once!

If I haven’t published your articl~ yet, don’t worry — I’m probably saving it
for the ne<t Journal, which should be coming out later this year.

Alas I’m unable to stand as editor nect year due to a definite lack of ‘fcee’
time in my freelance career.., plus e.~haustion after each committee meeti.ng, no,
not because Geoff’s such a chatterbox, but because it’s a long way home from
London to Brighton after a few pints!

Printing costs are high, so the editor has a big budget to handle, making this
a responsible committee post (so the ne.~t editor needs to be power-mad, like met).
I have spent £112 average per issue on printing 155 newsletters Inc postage and
the odd bit of Tippex! Issue sizes have been between 10 and 13 pages per edition,
and production costs have varied accordingly. ~. -

Kate Taylor.

+ctf

~

Good luck to the next editor.., whoever she or he may be!
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AGM1985
Minutes of the 30th Annual General Meeting of the iiendip Caving Group, held at
Nordrach Cottage, Charterhou’e-on’-Mendi p, at 3 pm on Saturday 73 March 1935.

h~; numbers (32 full, / prob2tionary, 3 as~ociata)

Apoio9i as For abs~nc.~ : Pt ~r Sp: in, /Vri;~n !~u:k;~tt

TN m~ ~ ~ ~r t:~ 5:! .‘ ~. ~.- . ~ -~ : c-.~r.t crc no w:)Lter~ an sing.

The Nonor.:ry offi a ~r: report: er-. it :ti / pufl i -~ied in the newsletter.
~re~ 3m1 tN suggested thst :11 r ~pOit3 shcuid b~ read at the meeting. It was
generally agreed that this ~~as not a good idea,

3.1 Matters arising fran officers’ reports: Neil Hutchinson suggested that
SaT ropes should be cut over—lenyth to silo.: 5or shrinkage. Others agreed,
they iii discuss this further \.itn tie t:c 1-enusten. Uhy not write length on
the shrink—sleeves?

Slection oF offi sars INc F-el ic Jig -a-c re—el :c:tad uiop2osad
3ecratary — Tony Knib5s; Ir:~;urer — .iika Levfli ; Rcor1.er — Ian McKechnie;
T:cki-ernester -~ Roy icempszo.~; ccc . rec~ry — âeoFf dcrton.

era to ?ropcrai For Ordi nsry to.nrii z cee leit-cr: E’sni se Snrnu~ii and
Steve Thylor. The result of a ;s:rec L:Hot ‘as: Stev: i~ylcr 15; Donise
~:nu~l 1 . iv a Tayl or :~seH- :t ~ to c: c-i~~ii t t

Jon Roberts was unable to stand again for re—election as editor, end as there
were no further nominations (or volunteers) tb-c post ‘as kept open. There was
a vote of thanks for the works of the rati i-i ny editor.

Jryan Terry and Peter Spain were eccaptad 25 auditors. Plan Mellon and Geoff
Barton were accepted as shop auditors. . . -

5. Any Other Business:

5.1 Two barrels of ale were provided. Thanks to the retiring committee for
one; Tony Kni bbs and ~aoff Ba rton (Si rthclays) for the other.

5.2 Pat Walsh suggested that a Women’s room be provided and kept as such.
J0 Davies and Yvonne ‘-lard said they didnt mind where they slept in the cottage.
Joan ~oddard said sh&d prefer to get away from snorers and ‘getters up in the
night’. There was no demand for a family room, following a request for a show
of hands. Phil Ingold said that all MCG wives he knows agree with the status
riuo. ≥eg Smith pointed out that the back room was originally intended as a
women’s room. Roger Wellington disagreed with this. Pat said he wanted to
establish a principle, not a rule. Robbie Ciiarnock said he did not like sleeping
ne.t to women other than hi a wife. Ian ilcK.echni a proposed that a notice ‘Ladies
Room’ be fi-;ed to the door of the small room, thus establ ishing a principle but
not a rule. Geoff Barton seconded. ;lo vote was taken.

Jon Roberts said that use of the cottage by rr,amzars had gone down considerably
and hedidn’t see why there should be a problem. lie recommended intelligent use
of rooms. Carol i4unn said that there is no need for a woman’s room, as inevitably
some women will have to sleep in other rooms if the cottege is full. If the
cottage is not full , there is no probl em

S3 John Miriam asked what the cut—off point should be for accepting cottage
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bookings. There is obviously a problem if members book at the cottage and a
Jarge group has already been booked in by the Cottage Warden, but the booking
hasn’t reached the cottage book.

Bryan Terry said that some weekends the cottage is filled with guest clubs.
Phil Ingold had been refused access to a bed recently because they were all
taken by a visiting party. Bryan Terry suggested that the book be the definitive
document, and no bboking is valid until it’s in the book. Malcolm Cotter agreed
saying that a visiting club’s booking shouldn’t be confirmed until it’s in the
book. Paul t4erron agreed. John Miriam said problems had arisen because members
had brought down large parties of guests uhen guest clubs were already booked
in. He stressed that members can normally bring only one guest each; if they
want more, they should check with himself or the cottage warden. Pat Walsh
(tongue in cheek) said it should be stressed to guests that they are here as
privileged guests and should enter with due humility!
5.4 Bryan Terry pointed out that he had had no entries for the crossword.
5.5 Tony knibbs asked for a more orderly meeting, with comments addressed
th~ough the chair.
5.6 Tony Knibbs presented T—shirt designs. They weren’t too good so further
entries were requested. Closin; date: April 30. If there are enough entries a
ballot will be held through the newsletter.
5.7 Pat Walsh asked about the cottage eAtension. Paul Merron said plans were
with the quantity surveyor. Date to be set when the material is available. Lots
of hands went up following an appeal for voluntaars to help, build the e;tension.
Paul asked people to give him their names.
5.8 Tony Knibbs introduced the subject of e.<tending the land purchase. There
are problems with purchasing more land behind the cottage. Malcolm Cotter said
he had been to see Max Brown, who owns the farm land next door. He is negotiating
to get as much as he can for a reasonable price. Currently Mr Brown is offering
to sell 12 yards more at the front, 4 yards more at the back, the same depth as
our existing plot. Pat Walsh said it wasn’t enough. It wasn’t clear who owns
the land from wall to road. aordon Lister said we should find out. Paul Merron
pointed out that we use that anyway. The feeling of the meeting was that the
purchase should be pursued. A vote of thanks was proposed to Malcolm Cotter.

6 Date and venue for the 3IstAGM: Saturday 22 March 1986, Nordrach Cottage,
3 pm.

1301) Spelco 1~
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CROSSWORD N! 6. by Bryan Terry

Several members have asked if
I wou’d compile another cross
word, so here it is. The last
five had caving as the main
theme, not surprisingly. But I
did not receive a single correct
solution to No 5, so this time
I have changed the subject and
adopzeJ one CL which most MCG
members seem Lo excel — booze~

A bottle of plonk for the
~cr~t~ct tnr:er recsived

~ry:r~ Terry, 1’ L’.i r Lana,
..)ugi~;:;n—an thaHil 1, Leicestar,
L.~i~3tershi re. 0533 432533

A cross

2 3e a dog — go to a Spanish
wine cellar (6)

5 Ko~. you make tea or beer (4)
~ Hartha has a famous one on

the Massachussetts coast (3)Across
13 Medicines perhaps or mi.•~ers for gin? (6)
11 ~Huge rein storm wi 11 produce a:~cal lent wine from the Rhine near Wiesbaden (3)
12 ~~An Italian Liquer — but v.itch onet (6)
14 A crust here can be made into a ii’-’uer by Carthusian monks (10)
13 Reputedly the greatest white Burgundy - to merchant anyhow~ (10)
22 You are able to do it to a screw-stoppered bottle (6)
23 A half.of shandy (3) 24 A Belgian port (6)

25 Another name for pewter tankards? (3).
26 Good wines are usually considered to be this (6)
27 Mr Bennet’s favourite brand of gin (7)

Down

Earn LV. recognition for a hostelry (6)
2 Possibly descriptive of a warehouse containing spirits (6)
3 In the beginning, January 1st could be termed thus (3,3)
4 English term for white wines from the Rfiuine (6;4)
6 Birds usually identified with courage (3)
7 Bacardi is one e.~ample of this (5,3)
3 Dust came to ferment a dry white wine (3)
13 East Angl Ian Srewery producing Abbot Ale (6,4)
15 Famous brand of vodka (8)
16 Liquer similar to Pernod (3)
17 How can a gram produce such a fine brandy (3)
19 A stout carrier (o)
20 Graduate on top of a sweet produces one of Italy’s best
21 Soft drinks - but not cokes (6)

red wines (6)

Editor’s note: I always thought linuer was spelt lirueur — but Bryan warns
me not to tamper with a single punctuation mark or spelling just in case!
Good luck....



ill:

ARMCHAIR MEETS at the Mawson Arms,
Chiswick Lane South, London W4, in
the back room at 9 pm.

March 20 All our Vestercaves - a look
back at the last three million years
of caving — Malcolm Cotter
(this was postponed from last time
because those of us who went to
Majorca couldn’t wait to see the slides)

After the AWl, please let the new
ordinary committee member have all
your ideas and offers for armchair
meets.

MONEY MONEY MONEY MONEY MONEY MONEY
Thanks very much to all members who
have now paid their annual subs to
Mike Lovell. You should have received
your membership cards by now... ~orry
for the printing delay, but ~aoff
did get a good price!

If you haven’t yet paid up, don’t
forget that time is running out. All
members who haven’t paid by April 1
will automatically become lapsed...
and we don’t want to lose you!

4-———
RESCUE PRACTICE: GB DEVIL’S ELBOW $

FOR SALE

Pamphlet boxes. Stout card, self-
assembly, with metal label holder!
handle. Makes up into a useful box
14 inches high by 11 inches deep, by
3.25 inches wide (355 x 230 ;c 85 mm)

As used in the MCG library: Surplus
to requirements. - Few only in stock,
unused, 30p each.

Contact the honorary recoroer, Ian
ickecnn e. (Address on pa~e 2)

C.W’~ SUWEY STUDY \-P!EKEND
— 13 March 1336

Th.3 British Dave Research Association
i s hold i rig a study weekend at the
University ofShaffield. On Saturday
there will be lectures on all
aspects of cave surveying. On Sunday
there’s a field trip to Peak Cavern
to practise surveying. There’s also
a mystery ‘event’ planned for
Saturday night.. .To make sure of a
place, book in advance: -

Lectures, field trip ~nd Saturday
lunch: £5.
(without Saturday luncfr : £2.50)
Lectures only, with Satui~day lunch:
£4.50.
(without Saturday lunch:t2)
Contact: Charlotte Roberts, 8
Victoria Street, Queensbury,
Bradford. Bradford 816793.
Cheques payable to BCRA.

Bob Speleo ö

— I

I.

Alan Dougherty

The morning of Saturday February 8 dawned with a severe frost as 13 members
gathered at Nordrach cottage for the practicanscue. Wedecided, because of
the severe weather, to miss out aj r—--——

practice haul in one of the trees
and only to demonstrate how to
tie up the drag sheet, before
departing for the cave.
•Mike Haselden, Gary
Pairaudeau and Grant Shep—
hard went to rig the Devil’s
Elbow pitch for hauling.
They were later joined by
Ian McKechnie, who had tray- I
dIed down that morning. I
•The rest of us went to the
3ridge in the Gorge, where
we split into two groups.~ I
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Practice Rescue contd. .. • John ~eauchamp lead one party in carrying the
stretcher to the base~of the Devil’s Elbow pitch. Here Mike Haselden was to
direct operations using the second teamS While the rest of us tackled the
passages above the pitch, John’s team were to de-tackle and exit by the Mud
Passage route. Working in from the entrance end, they would sort out the fixed

ladder descent from the First Grotto, and come on to meet the stretcher party.
•At the Bridge Yvonne Ward (our surprisingly willing victim) was put on the
drag sheet. Underneath her we placed.a foam mat and a padded bivvy bag. A figure
of eight thigh sling was tied into the lacing ropes to prevent the victim slip
ping downwards. A foot—loop was provided for the same purpose. Yvonne was dressed
with an ectra fibre-pile suit over her normal qaving gear. She wore wollen and
rubber gloves, and a balaclava. Throughout the practice, Yvonne kept ciuite warm.
•The face visor was used, but this necessitated a change of helmet, because it
would not fit the peaked variety. It proved useful, e:ccept that it misted up.
•Aovement up the gorge was pretty rapid, with all the party helping on the in
cline at the top. .4 drag rope was used for the first time in the crawls and climbs
up to the Devil’s Elbow pitch. iere the ‘B’ team went up the pitch to form a
hauling party, and Ian Mckechnie was positioned at the pitch head. The cli~b was
equipped with a ladder and a hauling rope running through a pulley. Both of these
were belayed to the stal thread at the pitch head. Ian was secured with a long b

belay rope back to an anchor at the head of the 10’ climb. Lack of good belays
proved a major problem. A stemple high up would have made things easier.
•~ommunicatjon round the crawl was difficult because of the noise of running
water. Messages were relayed by cavars in the crawl. Pfter much difficulty Yvonne
was hauled to the pitch head. One problem was tht the pulj~ytwisted on its belay
and we had to lower the stretcher to re—organise things. Had Yvonne’s arms not
been free from the dreg sheet, I don’t think we’d have been successful in neg
otiating the Devil’s Elbow. She was able to help a lot by pulling on her arms.

was able to place a.short sling around a small chockstone in the roof of the
crawl, on which Yvonne was able to pull. With Gary Pairaudeau at the head of the
drag sheet and Mike Haselden at the foot, the bends were passed after a lot of
effort. We had the victim on her side for this section, but it was still a tight
fit. A major prd’blem was friction on the hauling rope, as it passed round several
corners. The water was bitterly cold, and if things became any more prolonged
I was ready to call it a day.
•R~u!ing up the 10’ climb pr~’ved a strain because only two people could be at
the pitch head. At this stage the drag sheet was slipping towards Yvonne’s
feet and rucking up, so we took her out and fi.ed her back in again, in the
little chamber by the letterbon. The letterbo< did not prove too difficult, with
Ian McKechnie positioned down in the slot, bëtow the seL%~ze.
•300d progress was made along the double passage crawl, until the drag sheet
began to ruck up again, in the vicinity of the climb downwards. I decided to call
a stop at ths stage. We had overcome the main problem, and given time, would
certainly have made it to the surface. Coming out into the dark in the severe
cold could have been courting disaster. We all found it very cold on regaining
the surface, and in the bitter wind fingers began to freeze.
•i considered the practice a great success, especially considering the relative
inexperience of the group and the cold conditions. -

RYvonne may like to know (in retrospect!) that Sue Haselden was once stuck for
several hours as the victim on a practice some years ago - and guess where?
Sue informed me that this was in the days of the late Oliver Lloyd’s perticipation
and that after her release, the team were so tired that she ha.d to carry some of
their gear for them!
•Meny thanks to all those who turned out - hope you learned something and
enjoyae yourse1’v~s in the oroc~~. The c~aiar ~.io t~iought cave water stayed at
a constant temperature is certainly no lon3ar under that illusion!
•Those present were: John Beauchamp, Jo Davies, Alan Dougherty, H Francis,
D H”rper, John Harvey, Mike Haselden, Andy Hawkins, Ian Mckechnie, Gary Pairaudeau,
Andy Scully, Grant Shephard, Richard Stansfield, Adrian Thomas, Yvonne Ward..

I!~.~derround:4ihour~..i got stuck in the slot at the top of D.~evil ‘s Elbow

— you h.~ive to keep the drag sheet high in the passage at this point. •


