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UPFEFt FLOOD NB!4 ACCESS AGREEMENT

Due to continuing conservation problems with Upper Flood it has been decided by
mutual agreement between the Charterhouse Field Centre and ourselves to considerably
revise the existing access arrangements. From 1st Oct’87 the following access
condtions will apply
1. Each trip into the cave to be led by one of eight appointed MCG leaders (names
given below). The key only being available to these leaders.
2. Maximum party size of four.
3. !3lackmoor Log 9ook to be filled in after each trip.
Upper Flood leaders:— N. Cotter 3. Beauchamp

A. Beare N. Hutchinson
A.Dougherty 3. Mirriam
P1. Hazeiden V. Simfnonds

Hopefully these measures will help in preserving what is one of, if not the’ most
decorated sections of stream passage on Mendip. The Committee.

ON A LESS SERIOUS NOTE

As you will probably notice from some of the pages inside this Newsletter, the group
has aquired a word processor. This is to be used not only for the Newsletter, but
also for the Journal, minutes of meetings, the address list, etc.
Our thanks go to Jon Roberts who has kindly loaned one of his old computers to the
group, and to the treasurer for providing funds for software.
The computer has been installed in the shed at Nordrach, as it was too large to fit
in the editor’s house. For those who have not been to Mendip recently, here is a
photograph of the editor and her team of data input operators busily at work on the
next Nowsletter.
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I ~7B7 MarTs F’F.tJGr-~AMME

ST CUTHBERTS
DAREN CILAU
MASTER CAKE
VARIOUS

E~RIAN fERRY
T~N CARRy
HELEN MIRIaM
NEIL HUTCH I NSON

0533-4 32533
0296—87795

01—393 3955
01—267 1005

Thc c~ ~-y at 5 Dec does raed cakc’, isat cave!

COrnTflGS 13001<1 Nt36

2 NOV- 6
14 NOV—15
to NOV-20
23 NOV—27

7 DEC-I I

NOV RNAS (19)
NOV STEVE CONQUEST (103
NOV RNAS (19)
NOV UNICORN LEISURE (181
DEC RNAS (IS)

CAVING ACC0MODATION is available at the
Charterhouse—on--Mendip, Blagdon, Bristol, 8518 6XL4
Map ref~ NGR 5147.5606 05 1~50,000 sheet 182

COTTAGE FEES per r~ight~

CAMPING FEES per night; Charged at the same rate as cottage fees.

£1.25

DAY FEES~ Merthers using any of the cottage facilities but not staying overnight, are
asked to make a reasonable donation via the donation box.

WEE}(LY MEETINGS are hei~ at
Th~rsday evenings from 9pa~.
Nearest buses; 290 Chiswi
Chi~swick HSgh Road. Nearest

the Ma~son Arms, Chi swick Lane South, London, W4 on
Close to A4/A316 Hogarth roundabout and Fuliers Brewery.
ck Lane South and 27, 91, 237, 267, 290, E3, £4, in
tuber Turnhacn Green,

Th2 L0d99, Th2 Hsath, ~$eybridg2, Surr2y
ThCS:LEH4STER; .4L,4~ odoe~ER1r
~yrh;yes’, Static~ Road, ~rington, ~r Bristol, BSIB 71!
~fl5E ~RDE?~ JOHX ~!4UC~w 0761-62929

~a~h’s Cotta~, Chart9rh~uss, Elagdon, Bristol, BSIS 6XR
~EC~lR3E~; LL~ ikKECHNi~ 0932-222292
21 Cv~y~rs £Ios~, ~sr~ha≥, ±t—on—~ta~ss, Surrey, ~T12 4N6
E~1TVR; Y~OkhE ~Ri~ 3252-876723
:f~~c’~o~, Thteis~’, Ca~bErls/, Surr~, 5U17 7~X
D:EL~x ‘CN5E~; c~a 01—579—3466

2t NOV
05 DEC
2~ DEC

MENDIP
S. WALES
BL ACKMOOR
MALL ORCA

0

MCG headquarters, Nordrach Cottage,

Prob., Assoc., Full and Hon. members £1.25
Members children
Reciprocal members (SWCC, NPC)
Guest clubs and members guests

£1.25
£1.75

The

SECRETARY; KEJL UVICHINSOK
15H Eloucester Aveniw, Caiden Town,
TREASURER; HIKE LOWELL
4 Settringtan Close, Loddon Park,
IEET SECRETARY: GEOFF BARTeR

01-267—1005
London, N~1

0734—663747
Earley, Reading, Berks

0932—849241

0934—863056

Committee
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nEEnr~ EDIT•OR..

I have been staying down at the cottage
this wesk, and I have noticed two
things— with confirmation from the Navy
group.
1. Midweek cavers not paying for
cottage facilities (showers and gas).
2. A tertain couple sneaking in at lam
and not paying for the priveledge.

yours, A. Member

-

- .tc 4 new probationary members;

Ru Wellings, Vonpitt Farm, East
Harptree, Mendip, Somerset.

Eri~n Murliss, IA Arundel Rd.
Wtori—super--Mare, Avon, P523 2Q3 1:el
0734—412048

Stephen Redwood, 11 West St, Panwel 1,.
~lS24 60A tel B23~~,?

C~te SaTpoon, 53 West Et, Axbridge,
Snm~:rset.

r~t~J THtr t~O’~.’F

Adn an Ouckett has moved to:
20 Neadn~.i Court, Anchor Meadow, Cove,
Earnbornugh. Hants, 91114 OHU tel
(:252_524102

Janl?t Cur~ix has moved tn~
45 Hampden Rd, London NS

Vince Sim’ncnds has moved to;
O~ktrne House~ Congresbury, t~ri~toI tel
Vat ton S76026

Mike Carsan>c. address is;
41 The Poyni ngs, Ri chi.ngs Park ,Iver,
Bucks, SLO 909 tel 0755~55143

PtP:MCHAIF? MEIETS

November 5th -- V~deo of Gaping Gill
Decembsr 3rd S.Nde show

r ‘&~ings are he! i in the h~c!:
-oem of thsMawson Arns~ Ch! swirL and
start at 7pm.

adeas or rsqueets for
uture ar;JL:h~ir :~aeto, peasa speak to

Gc.~dor Lt~:tar.

FOR SALE

New wetsuit, long—john and jacket. 5mm
“Shark”, size 5’—b” to 5’—S”, slim
(medium), Ezellent value at £55. See
Malcolm Cotter.

HALr YEARLY
Yve SDROPPINGS

Talking about competition between
f. .ting members
Bryan T. ..y; “I’m well down on this
front.”
Malcolm: “It’s not the front we’re
worried about.”

Bryan T...y “ripped off” in the
Foremans lounge.,..
Yvonne: “How can one human being
contain so much wind?”
Martin; “It’s like the entire committee
rolled into one.”

Trying to determine the size of rin
un—I abel led wetsui t.
Malcolm; “Try it up against John
Mirriam, he’s slim isn’t he?”
Martin: “Yes, that’s because he’s just
had a babyH’

Filling ~n Vince’s proving trip
form
Andy; !IT~)l ma what the whistle signals
are.”
Vince: ‘One stop, two up, three down.”
Andy; “Errr. .. Is that right Neil?’
Neil: ‘t1nd-.- , vnu’ ye Just resci ndsd your
fyI I me:nb~r ski p

!- ztrmn~s_

-. ‘ V ‘ rc, ~;. ~ - ~
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SfW&NS t’SELI_, )1tR I STOL

By Ybsce S~nonds and JChD beauchasp

Firstly, thanks ~t~zt a~ to the helpfaS rhaps from SUNS who pinpointed the
wSer~abouts of this little zddity. must say we got some strange looks changing
:ntc caving gear in what is not really one of the uiost hospitable spots in Bristol.
The “Well” is locata~d on the north bank of the River Avon, high up alongside a
footpath which crossec the river adjacent to the railway bridge to St Philip Marsh.
Th~ climb over the wall iE straightforward but following the “path” to the entrance
would be quite treacherous In wet weather— the bank slopes steeply down to the river
sane 4Oft below.

The entrance is a 41 t squeeze through a silted arch which gains height to become a
standing—room passage. Facing inwards there are three options. To the far right a
small passage ends in a mud choke after Bit, presumably an old outfall to the river.
To the front a passage carries water flowing towards you. This passage reduces in
heIght at a solid brick-lined section, at the beginning of which in the left hand
wall is a small recess reminiscent of a bread oven. From the far end of the
brick—lined section daylight can be seen and a passage passed on the left. About
2Oft further on another passage on the left leads to a V—junction, both ways ending
after lOft. The right hand section contains some fine minute gours and clean areas
of flow—stone with a few projecting formations. There is also a section of dried
cave pearls. The left hand section should not be entered as there Is a wafer—thin
coating of calcite covering the floor. All quite pretty considering where you are.

Back in the canal the daylight can be seen coining from
entrarce which takes you out onto the
railway line. This is likely to be RA,....... Li.. TOt
blocked up again In the near future.
The canal, however, swerves to the
right and becomes a 4ft square section.
After about 4Oft, progress is halted at
what appears to be the beam of the
railway bridge crossing the duct. This
forms a duck (or sump in wet weather?)
with about 2lns of air space. As the
water in this section was almost
stagnant a serin of innoculations
would be advisable before progressing
beyond.

Sack at the original entrance the left
hand passage separates after about Bft,
the flow continuing around to the left
and swinging Into a right hand arc
Saf ore closing down. The left hand wall
of this section has 4ft of concrete
coning a convenient ledge, the water
being Mt deep. E~c7: at the separation,
r. thetrt steç up to the right follows a
pnsag~ with a small stream channelled
±‘i the flccr and covercd for most of
its length wIth r~’jt’3tc~nn ah~ut l2ft
apart. After ~ short, di~tanc* a
pssc~e cn tt~ r~ht :~r’es bacc ta
rejoir t~ cana2 at the far end of the
b-ick—lined se’tion ;.~‘nt~~n~ed ~xtar)ler.
Fcfl~wyntj thr “ctrea:” pa!nag~ a
T j~ncti:;~ ~: :~s~~n4 Th thi~ 3eft ~

an originally blocked
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cf glutinous mud mer~s a roof collapse and another brick-arched and —lined
secti on io reached on the other side- a the right the “stream’ passage passes
beneath a aft i~ anetel Ehaft which rises 3Oft to what Bust be fairly close, or in
the middle of, the i~4~ The roof height undulates to a Y—junction. To the left the
roof cinses down to where the stream enters from under the left hand wall. Straight
on c]oses down after lSft.

Our educated guess on the purpose of this
relief syste~t but the presence and state
that it is cider than it ioo~s.

system is that it must be a sort of flood
of the formations in some areas could mean

EXRED1TION NEEL4S
FORTHCOMING (~TTRACTIONS~

Chri~t~as ‘87

Nnilorca is now firmly established as
the venue -for the winter expedition.
This Christmas will be the group’s
fourth in succession on the Island with
ten members leaving England on 23rd
December for two weeks, ~ims for this
year include the continuing exploration
of the area around Avenc de 5’ ai go and
~venc tie Banc de Llorrer -. the scene of
last years find. Plus a further
determined effort to find the elusive
Avenc de Fçnda, our secret weapon this
year, however, is a 1125,000 scale map
of the area from which the original
cave co—ordinates were taken (although
it must be said that initial
investigations seem to indicate that we
had been looking in the correct place
anyway — maybe someone moved it?).

Suz~er ‘88

The Sima GESM in southern Spain is the
venue for the 1106 1Q88 expedition.
Permission to descend the cave has been
sought and although not yet official,
we are led to believe that this will be
granted. The proposed dates are ~ugust
21st to September 4th with September
4th to September 18th as reserve dates.

P~a to the nature of this system arid
the amount of equipment invol ved, it
will tn- r-ececnar,’ to camp at the ca~e
entrance (alti layde laCCm) - However, it
i-n hoped thek oL~$; irte-~estuil~ ho
~hcwn :zthe, serl ~r0i!t~C I

-alLin-; t—~rn, c-n r:ueo a i~FfljZle holiday

or -iun~-hn’j-nc

The main Sima GESM team will, by
necessity, have to be limited to about
ten, with places being allocated on a
first come, first served basis as soon
as an overall costing has been arrived
at. Having said this, the general plan
is to rig the cave quickly enough to
allow at least a few days during which
anyone staying at the valley base can
descend Sima GESM as far as thay feel
they are capable.

The ten places on the main team are of
course open to any member of HOG but it
must be stressed that the Sima GESM is
ilOOm deep and consequently rigging
trips in the lower reaches will be long
(18 hours plus) and as such will
require a high degree of general
fitness as well as a fair amount of SRT
experience. So if you like the sound of
some “sporting” foreign caving or just
fancy a leisurely walking or caving
holiday with the possibility of a
descent of at least part of Sima GESH
then phone Neil Hutchinson on
01—267—1005 as soon as possible.

MOO GETS ME DOWN!
There are still plenty of sweatshirts
for sale plus the new ‘MOO gets me
down’ T-shirts, all in many sizes and
colours.
If you want to fly the flag for the
club then Gordon Lister is the man to
see.
He will have a selection of T-shirts at
the Mawson Arms on Thursdays but if you
want a sweatshirt could you please let
him know in advance.
The T—shirts are £3.50 each
The sweatshirts are £5 each.
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MENDIP RESCUE ORGANISATION

Gave rescues and incidents for the year ending 31st December 1988.

Despite the closure of the major caves at Priddy for most of the year, there were nine
call—outs. These are listed below; the figures in brackets to the right indicate the
number of cavers going underground to give assistance. Many more will be involved, of
course, either controlling at the surface or standing by in case needed.

Wed 1st Jan Thrupe Lane Swallet 4 Floods, alert C-—)
Sat 11th Jan Longwoodswallet 1 Boulder fall, fatality (26)
Sat 18th Jan Swjldon’s Role 1 Exhaustion C 5)
Sun 4th Apr Swi].don’s Hole 1 Epileptic fit C—-)
Sun 27th Apr Goatchurch Cavern 1 Fall, dislocated shoulder C 4)
Wed 3rd Sep Thrupe Lane Swallet 1 Presumed overdue C-—)
Wed 22nd Oct GB Cavern Fall, bruised back C 9)
Sat 6th Dec Eastwater Cavern 1 Lost, reported.trapped C 8)
Mon 15th Dec Rod’s Pot Presumed overdue C—-)

Below are brief accounts of the rescues and incidents listed above:

Wednesday 1st January - Thrupe Lane Swallet.
An overdue party had entered the cave at mid-day and should have been out at 4pm. It
was 5.l5pm and very heavy rain had caused the main swallet to pond up. Some of the
steeper banks had collapsed. A party from the Wessex Cave Club arrived at Thrupe Lane
within twenty minutes. At 5.45pm the overdue party surfaced safely. They had not expe
rienced any difficulties. Even Cowsh Crawl had not sumped or silted.

Saturday 11th January — Longwood Swallet~
Yeovil Police were contacted at 2pm. A 16-year old on a trip organised by Greater London
South Caving Committee had fallen when a boulder collapsed in the rift leaving the
bottom of the Main Chamber. He had been pinned by the chest and, although extricated
and resuscitated, had not regained consciousness. John Dukes and Trevor Hughes were
alerted at Priddy. Jim Hanwell was then called at 2.O7pm. All three arrived at Longwood
at 2.SOpra. The victim was keen on caving; he had been down the cave once before and was
well equipped having just aquired his own wet suit. The party had decided to descend
the Longwood series only; a passage not much over l000ft long and no more than 200ft
deep. The series does not carry the main stream but is extremely constricted in places)
notably the tight Bedding Plane Squeeze and awkward Shunting Yard nearer the entrance
shaft.

Whilst climbing into this passage on his back and facing upwards, the victim dislodged
a large boulder and fell some Sft with it pinned to his chest. It took all the remain
ing four in his party to lift the boulder off: a difficult task which took several
minutes. They assessed the injuries and began AR and ECM immediately. No pulse or brea
thing could be detected, however.

At about 3.3Opm the rescue party went down the cave with the Mager carrying sheet and
hauling gear. Relief teams stood by at the Belfry and Upper Pitts. Good progress was
made hauling the victim up the Main Chamber Pitch and the rifts above. A complete chan
geover took place after the Showerbath below the short drops. Little difficulty was
experienced in the hauling through the extremely tight passages at the head of the short
drops. The Bedding Plane Squeeze, however, proved a severe problem as anticipated. Over
two hours were spent in attempts to pass it. Another changeover of haulers took place at
8.3Opm. As further hauling parties would be unable to pass each other in the constricted
entrance passages, another relief team was called to take over when the squeeze had been
passed. Threading the victim through the Bedding Plane Squeeze and shunting Yard took a
full three hours and proved to be the crux of the haul out.

The hauling teams reached the bottom of the shaft at 9.24pm and surfaced with the victim
at 9.55pm. Dr Donald Thomson confirmed that the victim was dead and, after formal ident
ification, the incident concluded at 1O.O5pm. The Post Mortem found that death had been
the result of asphyxia caused by the boulder compressing the chest. No bones were broken
The conduct of the party was praised by the Coroner and a verdict of accidental death
recorded.

cont. on p/
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cont. from oö

Saturday 18th January — Swildon’s Hole.
A party of four had gone down the cave at 4.SOpm and on returning from Barnes’ Loop, a
woman, aged 23, was unable to climb the Twenty Foot Pot. The group was led by a non—caver
with the other three with little experience. None had experience of wet caves or climbing
but claimed to be involved in sky—diving! Maybe this is why they chose to try out single
rope techniques with one Jumar, sit harness and foot loops but no chest harness; all to
be shared between them. They had little knowledge of SRT and less about the cave.

A Wessex Cave Club party went down the cave at 8.35pm with a ladder and basic hauling
gear. At 9.lOpm one of the rescue party surfaced to say that the woman had been helped
up the pitch and was on the way out unaided. All were out of the cave and on the Green
by ~.32pm.

• Sunday 13th April - Swildon’s Hole.
Brian Prewer had received a call from Yeovil Police at mid-day. A caver had suffered an
epileptic fit at the Double Pots. He was a member of a well eqipped party of five from

• Bristol, had been caving for about four years and, although on tablets for this condit
ion, had not experienced an attack for several yaers. The attack had been particulaly
severe, causing him to fall face down into the lower pool of the Double Pots. He had been
fished out by one of his party straight away and found not to be breathing. Mouth—to-
mouth resuscitation had been given immediately and the patient started breathing shortly
afterwards and began to regain conciousness.

Cavers at Upper Pitts and the Belfry were alerted and they entered the cave at 12.28pm.
A doctor suggested that, after the fit was over, the victim ought to be able to help him—
self the cave. This proved to be the case. With a little assistance, he was out of the
cave by 1pm.

Sunday 27th April - Goatchurch Cavern.
Weston—s—Mare were alerted at ll.3Opm that a woman had slipped and dislocated her shoul
der down the cave. The woman, aged 26, from Bristol had gone down the cave with two other
cavers and had slipped and fallen at the Coffin Lid, dislocating her shoulder badly.
Fortunately, a strong party of four members of the Army Caving Association were also in
the cave and able to assist. The shoulder was strapped securely with a belt and the ACA
helped the woman to make her own way out without too much discomfort. All were stood down
at l2.3Opm.

Wednesday 3rd September - Thrupe Lane Swallet.
An over—anxious mother of a caver from Cheddar called Police because her son had not
returned home from a trip to the cave by 5pm as expected. He turned up only ten minutes
late!

Wednesday 22nd october — GB Cavern.
A call was recieved from the Police at 8.4Opm that a caver had fallen front a climb some
where in the Main Chamber and injured his back. It was learnt that five students from
Bristol University (not IJBSS) had gone down the cave early in the evening. On climbing
down the wall below the Forty Foot Waterfall, a man had fallen the last loft, landed on
his back and lay injured in the pool at the bottom. The fall had smashed his battery
case; a lucky break since it probably took much of the impact and saved him from more
severe back injuries. He was removed from the pool to await treatment from the rescuers.
An examination revealed that he was able to move all his limbs, even if somewhat pain
fully. With assistance, he was able to stand. He was put into a polar suit to warm up and
then hel~ed on the way out. An examination by a doctor confirmed that the patient only
had severe bruising of the back. All were out of the cave by lO.SOpm.

Saturday 6th December — Eastwater Cavern.
All that was known was that a caver was stuck somewhere in the system, maybe neay Halle
lujah Hole. A party had entered the cave at l.3Opm. It transpired that they did not know
much about the cave and for some reason the leader became separated from the rest of his
party and got hopelessly lost in the Lower Traverse near the Primrose Squeeze. He did
not know the route to the Canyon. The others surfaced to raise the alarm at about 5pm. A
search party from Upper Pitts entered the cave at 5.45pm. They located the ‘stuck’ caver
and started to escort him out via the old Boulder Cahmber route. The search party surfa
ced at 7.O5pm. cont. on p9
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FRAGMENTS FROM FRANCE 2.

A wet Saturday, 20 June, maybe 20km NW of St. Girons High on the list of the A6ros-
patiale Caving Club’s priorities has long been the Gouffre de la Coume Ferrat which
is located near Balaguères. It pierces the limestone (Jurassic dolomite) lO3Oni up
in the Forat Domainale de L’Estelas, a short passage leading to a long pitch - 204m
long — followed by not much more, ending in a low sumped passage. But about three
months ago the sump ‘evaporated’ and a tignt rift led into a big passage beyond,
soon dropping via a succession of ‘puits’ down to a major river course leading tow
ards the resergence Grotte d’Alion six kilometres awar, near Cazavet, at 450m alti
tude.

Plans for a su:r~mer seige included erecting an enormous tent and equipping it as a
base camp, only a ten—minute walk from the entrance. A grandiose scheme by British
standards, but the French idea of a seige is a month long bout of caving activity —

pushing downriver, exploring leads and surveying.

Accordingly, we had driven up the 10km forestry road up from Cazavet, spattering
the Alfa in dirty yellow mud to make the rendezvous at lO.3Oam. The brief respite
from the rain ended as we set off on foot towards the cave, about two kilometres
away, carrying two canteen tables (no, not the collapsible sort) numerous stacking
chairs, bloody great tent, two weighty bags of poles and assorted hand—baggage.

Denise sensibly latched onto a couple of chairs but I got lumbered — first with the
smaller bag of poles, then with a table and finally exchanging that for the big bag
of poles, so heavy that my legs visibly buckled when the going deteriorated. Somehow
we reached our goal — an isolated group of barns. It peed down as we eventually set
up the tent having taken well over half an hour to straighten bent poles (it was not
exactly new) and assemble the frame by trial and error.
“Cassing one’s Cro~te” is a popular passtime amongst these chums and it took only a
few minutes to instal tables, chairs and copious quantities of plonk and grub. Two
hours later, much replenisned, we retraced our steps back to tae cars - enjoying the
lighter loads — then driving off down past St. Girons to pitch our tents in the tiny
hamlet of Loutrein, beyond Manlis.

Needless to relate, it being the feast of St. Jean, the evening gave way to much
feasting and drinking, so much so that caving was ‘impossible’ on Sunday, but a
mushroom hunt and subsequent pique-nique were thought to be viable alternatives.

Revenge was swift because, on the following Sunday, 28th June, we visited Gouffre de
Peillot which had been planned for the previous Sunday. Explored by Casteret in 1934
this cave is quoted at 438lm length. It is situated near Cazaret at an altitude of
444m and opens as a large tree-fringed depression in pasture.

The passing of seven days had brought a change in the weather and the sweat rolled
off us as we changed into our gear at the roadside at lO.SOam. Luckily, the walk to
the cave was of only five minutes duration but it was a relief to get amongst the
trees in the cool depression. A steep descent led down to the steeply inclined ent
rance pitch of l5m, into which a ray of sunshine was inquisitively peering.

Easy going brought us to a lOm pitch amongst a variety of stalactites, ‘mites and
columns, dropping into an elongated chamber where we skirted the head of a §Om pitch.
Moving on down through somewhat bouldery passage, we dropped down another couple of
pitches (lom, l5m) to reach a roomy fault rift carrying a small stream referred to as
“la riviere’. Following the stream involved some muddy antics and eventually we pass
ed beneath the COrn pitch before being stopped by an impenetrable wall of breakdown
into wnich the stream disappeared.

On the return journey, I grovelled through an obvious squeeze near the foot of the
second pitch, accompanied by a callow youth Didier, to enter an area which showed
few signs of previous visitors. The squeeze opened downslope to a crumbling Sm climb
down into a big chamber. On the right, a 2Om pitched marked a continuation of the
chamber, but a boulder slope to the left could be ascended to look over into a yawn
ing chasm which appeared to be well over SOm deep. cont on p9
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cont. from p8 (Fragments from France)
Before ascending the entrance pitch, another roomy passage could be followed upslope
opening into a large chamber with a long, muddy slope down to the floor. A muddy slo
pe continued up the far side to gain a bedding-plane from which a good air current
was emitted. There was obviously more in this direction.

Nothing special, the trip had given us a much-needed spell of caving, but emerging
from 13 C into the late afternoon temperature of over 30 C was quite stunning! On
the journey home we all visited the resurgence of Grotte d’Aliou which we shall
return to with rubber dinghies one fine day.

Tony Knibbs

cont.from P7 (Mendip Rescue Organisation)

Monday 15th December — Rod’s Pot.
Someone in Bristol found a note to the effect that a party from Waldorf School might
have gone down the cave. It requested that MRO should be called if they had not retur
ned by 7pm. The informant had allowed 25 minutes and done as requested. In fact, the
party had not gone caving at all because of bad weather on Mendip!

SUMP RESCUE DEMONSTRATION AT WOOKEY HOLE CAVES ON SEPTEMB~ 27th 1986

The Kirby Morgan Bandmask 10 apparatus was demonstrated at the resurgence pool outside
the caves. About forty people attended throughout the day. Many of the divers who came
were from other caving regions, which gave them a good opportunity to try out our sump
rescue equipment and techniques. Several non—divers tried the mask on land and were
shown how it works. A few divers experimented with the full apperatus in the resurgence
pool, testing it for buoyancy and air consumption.

We then did a rescue dive through the resurgence sump as Owen Clarke from South Wales
volunteered to be a victim. The mask was fitted and the air supply belted around his
waist. lie was lowered into the water face upwards. I then took hold of him around the
chest and under his arm so that he could grip my hand for communication and leave my
other hand free to hold the diving line and guide him. Richard Bartrop from Derbyshire
took his feet and had enough freedom of movement to enable any snags we encountered in
the sump to be freed with comparative ease. This worked very well, and it only took us
about four minutes to tow him through to the mud bank in the First Chamber. About 10
cubic feet of air was used. The support divers were swapped around and the procedure
was repeated on the return trip to the entrance.

All taking part were impressed with how well the system worked, including Owen who
quite enjoyed the ride! We also proved that the Kirby Morgan apperatus can be used
quickly and simply without the use of a full stretcher. In deeper sumps, there would
still be a need for a buoyancy aid but the technique used would be just as effective.

Jim Hanwell, Honorary Secretary & Treasurer, Wookey Hole, February 1987.
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Ct._IMBINE3 THE “sHowE:u?BATH”

by AJar~ Dougherty

During 19S6 Tony Knibba auggested :t wsuid be interesting to ascend the even above
the chowerbath’ in Long~-;ood S~~O:flst. My immediate reaction was to think the top of
the a’.-en to he too close to the surface to be of any interest. However, a close
~nspact~on of the survey showed the entrance series to run towards the left side of
Lnngwocd valleys with the slope rising above. Mike Haselden and I made our first
attempt frcs~ the bottoa left—hand corner of the chamber. Here,an alcove gave thc
belayer some protection from the force of falling water. An ascent of four metres
enabled me to gain an horizontal crack which led out, under an overhang, into the
centre of the face. Due to the cold, and difficulty of looking upwards into the
falling water, I retreated at this point. We pulled the ropes through and Mike was
able to add a couple metres before he, too, retreated.

L4e tried again; in the company of Gary Pairaudeau, hoping to find lower water
conditions. Unfortunately, the spray from the ‘showerbath” was still filling most of
the chamber. I climbed first, finding it too difficult to look upwards under the
water in the centre of the wall, whilst the drier corner was loose and muddy. Mike
and later Gary, were able to force a further tw metres up the centre of the wall
before also retreating. Just to the left of this highpoint we cold see a ledge
behind a large~ unstable—looking boulder. A small ledge to the right appeared to be
the key to the climb....

Mike and I found much drier conditions on our third visit, on 30th Aug ‘87. It was
Mike’s turn at the sharp end. This time I was able to belay in the centre of the
chamber with a good view of the climb. Mike was able to gain the small ledge,
previously seen, but could not see over the jammed boulder. Protection was. poor and
the moves blind, so I virtually insisted that Mike placed a bolt runner. With
reqsi ned confidence Mike cli mbecl over the jammed boulder by bridging. The ledge was,
indc~e~, very loose and Mike pulled down several large blocks of rock. To the right
of the ledge an overhanging corner barred progress to a lower—angled ramp, down
which the stream thundered. Again, the loose rock, blind moves, and lack of
protection, necessitated a bolt runner. With this placed, Mike rounded the corner
throwing down various flakes of rock. He ascended the ramp for several metres before
retreating for a conference. Ahead of him was much loose material which because of
the anglr of the ramp would have fallen onto me. Consequently, I moved well
up—passage to belay Mike as he climbed the last few metres of the ramp. A shower of
rocks landed all around my previ ous stance, and I was most grateful for Mike’s
considerate warning.

Mike placed a pair of belay bolts and, after I had warmed up, I climbed to join him.
Having Mike tethered to two bolts was too good an opportunity to miss, so I led
through a further five metres up a slime—coated rift to a point where the water
entered from a ton—tight horizontal tube. This area was well decorated but with silt
and vegetation coating the walls. The tube must fill completely during winter
floods. Mike also had a look, before I climbed down to recover the gear and he
abseiled off. Two bolt runners (no hangers) and •a “Y” hanger on the abseil bolts
were left, but all will be subject to rapid corrosion. Alloy krabs which we left at
our earlaer high—points had corroded over only a few months so that they could not
be opened.

The tntaJ. !~eiDht is. tome metres, all of which s climbable, but requires a steady
!eader because c the loose rock. We decided against the idea of “banging’ the tube

of the ~ianger to ,-avers on the- trade--route below. indeed, having seen what
ahove. shaH cr’~-tainJv t~-eat this are-a .ith caution. Ths~ same can be said for

t.hnrcn≥trt-~e the traierrs jr Ma~~ Chamber.

orz~nt~ :r ~‘.2F; rcn~ Ti-$E NEXT t~flrgL t- .T 12E$°: ~iC3~J i24




