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UIFFER FLOOD = MNEW AUCCESS ABREEMENT

Due to continuing conssrvation problems with Upper Flood it has been decided by
mutuzl agreement between the Charterhouse Field Centre and ourselves to considerably
revise the existing access arrangements. From ist Qct’87 the following access
conditions will apply i~

1. Each trip into the cave to be led by one of eight appointed WMCG leaders {names
given below). The key only being available to these leaders.

2. Maximum party size of four.

3. Blackmoor Log Book to be filled in after sach trip.

Unper Flood leaderss- M. Cotter J. Beauchamp
A. Beare N. Hutchinson
&, Dougherty J. Mirriam
M. Hazelden V. Simmonds

Hopefully thess measures will help in preserving what is one of, if not "the" most
decorated sschions of stream passage on Mendip. The Committes.

o A LESS SERICLIS NMNOTE

As you will probably notice from some of the pages inside this Newsletter, the group
has aquired a word processor. This is to be used not only for the Newsletter, but
alea for the Journal; minutes of meestings, the address list, etc. .

Bur thanks go to Jon Roberts who has kindly loaned one of his old computers to the
group, and to the treasurer for providing funds for software.

The computer has been installed in the shed at Nordrach, as it was too large to fit
in the editors house. For those who have not been to Mendip recently, here is a
photograph of the editor and her team of data input operators busily at work on the
next Neowsletter. ‘
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TR MEETE FROGRAMME

G7 oy MENDTR 87 CUTHBERTS BRIAM TERRY 0533432532

21 NV S.WALES DAREN CILAU IAN FARRY Q2F6-BT795

0% DEC BLACKMODR MASTER CAKE HELEN MIRIAM 41-393 3955

23 DEC MaLi DRCA VARIDUS NEIL HUTCHINSOM Ci-267 14603
The entry at & Dec does read cake, not cavs/

COTTAGE BOOR IMNGS

2 NGV~ & NDV  RNAB (1

i4 nV-15 NDV  STEVE CONGUEST e

1é NOV-20 NOV  RNAS ' 1155

I3 NOV-27 NGOV UNICORN LEISURE 118;

7 DEL--14 DET  RNAB L1193

CAVING ACCOMODATION is  available at the MCG headquarters, Nordrach Cottage,
Sharterhouse-on-Mendip, Blagdon, EBristol, B8ig aXW
Map re+: NGR 3147.3604 05 {150,000 cheet 182

COTTARE ES ner mighti Prob., Assoc., Full and Hon. members £1.23
Members children £1.25
Reciprocal members (SWCC, NPD) £1.25
Guest clubs and members guests £1.73

CAMFING FEES per night: Charged at the same rate as cottage fees.

any of the csttage facilities but ot staying overnight, are
able donation via the donation box.

L fri

SEENLY MEETINGS are held at bhe Mawson Arms, Chiswick Lane South, london, W8 on
Thirzday evenings from 7pm. Close to A4/R316 Hogarth roundabeut and Fullers Brewery,
Nearest buses: 29¢ Chigwick Lape South and 27, 91, 237, 247, 290, E3, E4, in
Chiswick High Read. Nearest tuber Turnham SBrazen,

SECRETARY: KEIL HUTCHINZOH 01-267-1003

134 Eloucester  Avenue,  Camden Town,  London,  N#I

The TRERSURER: BIKE LOVELL 0714-663747
4 Betirington Llpse, Loddon Park, Earley, Reading, Beris

NZET SECRETARY: GICFF ZARTEK 0532-84324¢

Lodge, the Heath, ¥oybridgs, surray

LEMASTER: AL3N DEUZHERTY 0934-85305¢6
-tatacf Road, Yrington, Hr Bristgl, BS1B 71l

;Hi E:ﬁﬂCH %F G761-62327
blagoon, Bristol, BSid IR
3937-228792
n-thases, Serray, KT1Z 4NE
3": 874781

Casberisy, 3urrey, GUJ7 788

§1-372-3454

: Eiling SREoh, 73
Committee 5103, ;oo
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e.-t2 4 new probationary nemsberst

Ru Wellings, Ynnpitt Farm, Ezzt
Harptras, Mendip, Somerset,

Brisn Mip=ligs, in Arupdsl Rd,
Hezton-super-Mare, Awven, BSRI 225 tel
CRTL-412048

Stenhen Redwood, 11 West Sty Harwell,
HE24 HDA En] BRERLY

Date  Yamponn, I3 MWest St Axbridge,

kg TR MOV E

Adrian Durkett haz moved (ol

2 Meadow Courd; finchor Meadow, Cove,
Farnborough.  Hants, Glitd oMU teld

Mile Carson’s afdress is?
41 Thx Poynings, Richings Park, Tver,
Pucks, SLO ¥DS tal GVET-LE5143

o of bBaping Gill
23
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DEAaR EDITOR,

I have heen staying down at the cottiage
this wesk, and I have notizged two
things- with confirmation from tha Navy
group.

L. Midwesk ravers not paving for
cottage facilities (showers and gas).
2. £ certain couple sneaking in at laa
znd not paying for the priveledge.

yours, A. Member

FOR SAl E=x

New wetsuit, long-john and jacket. Smp
“Shark", size 5°-4" to 35°-8Y, &lim
{medium). Exellent wvalue at £55, Bee
alcolm Cotter.

FALF YEARLY
YW EDROPRPINGS

I

Talking about competition between
f£.-ting members, ...

Prvan Tee.vi "I'm well down on this
frankt.”

Malocolme "It's not the front we're
worried abouet.”

Bryzn T,..y ‘“ripped il in bhe
Foremans lgunge....

Yvonne! "Hou can one humaen heing
contain so much wind?®

Martin: "It°s like the entire committes
rolled into one.”

Trying too determine the size of  an
un—-lavelled wetsuit, ...

Malcolm: "ry it up  against  John
Mirriam, he’s slim isn’t he?"

Martind "Yes, that’s becansz he's  just
had a babyi®

Filling in  WVipce®s  proving iri
fore.. ..

Andy: "Tz)l mz what the whistle signals
ares. "

Vinced: “Ong 5tcp, two up, thrae dojn, ¢

K . [N sl To " - - e 3 ~ i ' Lnal]
Andyr "Eerel .. Iz that right Ne
PEATEREVE" Foreg 1‘-ch: Py
1 “ g UM
! i
r am hanles
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Ey Vipce Luimmond: and John bBeEgécnhany

tite  helpiel chaps frem BMS  who prinpointed the
. ¢ omust say we gobt  some  strange looks changing
really one of the most hospitable spots in Bristeol.

: ; z i i

The "dWeil" is locatsd on the north bank of the RJRiver Avon, high up alongside a
footpath  which ocrosses the river adjacent to the railway bridge to St Philip Marsh,
The climb ovar the wall is straightforward but following the "math” to the entrance
would be quite treacherous in wet weather~ the bank slopes steeply down to the river
sone 404t belaow.

The entrance is a 47t squeeze through 2 silted arch which gains height to become a
ztanding-room passage. Facing inwarde there are three options. To the far right a

zmall passage ends in a mud choke after Bft, presumably an old outfall to the river,
To the front a pessage carries water flowing towards you. This passage reduces in

lined caction, at the beginning of which in the left hand

haight at a =zalid brick-1i

wall 1z & small reces: reminiscent of & bread oven. From the far end of the
brick-lined sectisn daylight can be seen and 2 passage passed on the left. About
204t further on another passage on the laft leads to a Y-junchtion, both ways ending
after 10ft, The right hand section contains some fine minute gours and ciean area
of  flow-stone with a8 Fzw projecting formatieons, There is 2lso a gection of dried
cave paarls, The left hand sscticn should not be sntered as there is a2 wafer-thin
coating of calrits covering the floor, Al)l guite pretiy considering where you are.

Brck in ths canal the daylight can be seen coming from an originally biocksad
ant wnich ltakes you out onto the
. s . t S: = T
rai line. This is likely to be SAVENSHELL BR‘STDE EXIT 78
hle i agalin  in the near fubture. JR/VS PAILEAY
The swerves to  the

Canal, Dowever
a

1
right and becomss 4ft sauare section.
4+

fdter about 404t progress is halted at DIRECTIoY

what appears to he the beam of the \,EFFUH

railway bhridge crossing the duct. This STREAN §0URS /
foroaz A duck {or sump in wet weather?) ENTRANCE ELONSTONE
with about 2ins of air space. fAs  the i )

ater in this section wes almost
stagnant & sgeriss of innccul ations
would be advisahle before progressing

o CALCITE
FLOH

g original antrance the left
age separates aftar about Bt
continuing arcund to the laft
ing into & right hand ac

£t hand wall

LINED STCTION

SECTION

m

5 of concirete  CRLLAPSE

oo the  water BRICK
3e: = BRICK LIRED
i

A

1
i

Rl
~
CABSTONE CONCRETE
:_é"‘ | hﬁ'ﬂ] =
e STRERH M ZNTRENCE
T filatel 1}
T CHAEL £5T




o=nt feom oA

site of  glutinous mud marks & roof collapse and anckiher brick-arched and -lined

T reaths £ ther side. Toe the right the ‘“stream” passage passes

= et which rises 30ft to whal must be fairly close, or in

£ height undulztes to 8 Y-junction. To the left the
stream snters from under the ileft hand wall, Straight

Our educated guess on {he purpose of this syebem Is that it must be a sort of  flood
Lpre

relief system but the nce and state of the formations in some areas could m2an
that it iz older tharn it

:
ﬁ_

EXFPEDITION MNMEWS The main Sima BESM team will, by

]
FORTHCOMING ATTRACT IONS: necessiiy, bhave to be fimited tc about

ten, with places being aliocated on &
first comsz, +irst served basis as soon
as an overall costing has been arrived
Mallorca s ncw firmly established as at. Having said this, the general plan
thz venue fpor the winter expedition. is to rig the cave quickly enough %o
Thie Christmas will bes the group’s allow at least a few days during which
fourth in succession on the Isiand with anyone staving at the valley base can
ten smembeirs leaving England on  23rd descend Sima BESM as far as thay feal
pPecamber  for  two weeks. Aims for this they are capable.

vear include the continuing exploration
of the area around fvenc de 5°aigo  and
fvens de Banc de Llorrer - the scene of
laz=t VRArS find. Flus a +urther

The tern places on the main team are of
couwrse open to any member of MEG but it
ust be stressed that the Sima GESM is

detarpmined effort to find the elusive
fvenc d= Fonda, owr secreat weapon this
year, howewsr, is a 13125,000 scale map
nf the area {from which the original
vep co-ordinates were taken  {although

must be said that initial
veetigations seem to indicate that we
been lopking in the correct place
ay — mavbe someone moved 1t7.

™ nds e [
FETT S o S 11}
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Svzper B8

The Sima GESM in southern Spain is the
venue for the MCG 1988 expedition.
Permizsion to descend the cave hasg besn
sought  and  although net yet official,
we are led to believe that this will be
granted. The proposed dates are August

2ist to Saptember  4th with SBzptember
a4th to September 18th as reserve dates,

1100m deep and consequently rigging
trips in the lower reaches will be long
{18 hours plus) and as such will
require & high degree ot genetral
fitness as well as a fair ampunt of SRY
experiencze. 5o if you like the sound of
some "sporting" foreign caving or just
fancy & leisurely walking or caving
holiday with the poseibility of a
descent of at least part of Sima GBGESM
then phone Neil ~ Hutchinson on
01-267-1005 a5 soon as possibie.

MCE GETS ME DOWN!

There are still plenty of sweatshirts
for sale plus the new 'MCG gets me
down' T-shirts, all in many sizes and
colours.

If you want to fly the flag for the
club then Gordon Lister is the man to
see,

He will have a selection of T-shirts at
the Mawson Arms on Thursdays but if you
want a sweatshirt could you please let
him know in advance.

The T~shirts are £3,30 each

The sweatshirts are £6 each.
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MENDIP RESCUE ORGANISATION

Cave rescues and incidents for the year ending 3lst December 1986.

Despite the closure of the major caves at Priddy for most of the year, there were nine
call-outs., These are listed below; the figures in brackets to the right indicate the
‘number of cavers going underground to give assistance. Many more will be involved, of
course, either controlling at the surface or standing by in case needed.

Ved 1lst Jan Thrupe Lane Swallet 4 Floods, alert (-=)
Sat 11lth Jan  Lorgwood Swallet 1 Boulder fall, fatality (26)
Sat 18th Jan Swildon's Hole 1 Exhaustion ( 5)
Sun  4th Apr  Swildon's Hole 1 Epileptic fit (--)
Sun 27th Apr Goatchurch Cavern 1 Fall, dislocated shoulder ( «)
Wed 3rd Sep Thrupe Lane Swallet 1 Presumed overdue {(~-=)
yed 22nd Oct GB Cavern 1 Fall, bruised back (9
5at 6th Dec Eastwater Cavern 1 Lest, reported. trapped { 8)
Mon 15th Dec Rod's Pot ? Presumed overdue (-~

Below are brief accounts of the rescues and ineidents listed above:

Wednesday lst January - Thrupe Lane Swallet.

An overdue party had entered the cave at mid-day and should have been ocut at 4pm, It
was 5.15pm and very heavy rain had caused the main swallet to pond up. Some of the
steeper banks had collapsed. A party from the Wessex Cave Club arrived at Thrupe Lane
within twenty minutes. At 5.45pm the overdue party surfaced safely. They had not expe-
rienced any diffieculties, Even Cowsh Crawl had not sumped or silted.

Saturday 1lth January -~ Longwood Swallet.

Yeovil Police were contacted at 2pm. A 16-year old on a trip organised by Greater London
South Caving Committee had fallen when a boulder collapsed in the rift leaving the
bottom of the Main Chamber. He had been pinned by the chest and, although extricated
and resuscitated, had not regained consciousness. John Dukes and Trevor Hughes were
alerted at Priddy. Jim Hanwell was then called at 2,07pm. All three arrived at Longwood
at 2,30pm, The victim was keen oa caving; he had been down the cave once before and was
well equipped having just aquired his own wet suit. The party had decided to descend
the Longwood series only; a passage not much over 1000ft long and ne more than 200ft
deep. The series does not carry the main stream but is extremely constricted in places,
notably the tight Bedding Plane Squeeze and awkward Shunting Yard nearer the entrance
shaft.

Whilst climbing into this passage on his back and facing upwards, the vietim dislodged
a large boulder and fell some 5ft with it pinned to his chest. It tocok all the remsin-
ing four in his party to 1ift the boulder off: a difficult task which took several
minutes. They assessed the injuries aand began AR and ECM immediately. No pulse or Lrea-
thing could be detected, however,

At about 3.30pm the rescue party went down the cave with the Mager carrying sheet and
hauling gear. Relief teams stood by at the Belfry and Upper Pitts. Good progress was
made hauling the victim up the Main Chamber Pitch and the rifts above., A complete chan-
geover took place after the Showerbath below the short drops. Little difficulty was
experienced in the hauling through the extremely tight passages at the head of the short
drops. The Bedding Plane Squeeze, however, proved & severe problem as anticipated. Over
two hours were spent in attempis to pass ii. Another changeover of haulers took place ail
8.30pm. As further hauling parties would be unable to pass each other in the constricted
entrance passages, another relief team was called to take over when the squeeze had been
passsed. Threading the victim through the Bedding Plane Squeeze and Shunting Yard took a
full three hours and proved to be the crux of the haul out.

The hauling teams reached the bottom of the shaft at 9.24pm and surfaced with the Yictim
at 9.55pm. Dr Donald Thomson confirmed that the vietim was dead and, after fo?mal ident-
ification, the incident concluded at 10.05pm. The Post Mortem found that death had been
the result of asphyxia caused by the boulder compressing the chest. No bones were broken
The conduct of the party was praised by the Coroner and a verdict of accidental death

recorded. _
cont, on p7



cont, from pé

Saturday 18th January - Swildon's Hole.

4 party of four had gone down the cave at 4.30pm and on returning from Barnes' Loop, a
woman, aged 23, was unable to climb the Twenty Foot Pot. The group was led by a non-caver
with the other three with little experience, None had experience of weil caves or climbing
but claimed to be involved in sky-diving! Maybe this is why they chose to try out single
rope techniques with one Jumar, sit harness and foot loops but no chest harness; all to
be shared between them., They had little knowledge of SRT and less about the cave.

4 Wessex Cave Club party went down the cave at 8.35pm with a ladder and basic hauling

gear., At 9.16pm one of the rescue party surfaced to say that the woman had been helped
up the pitch and was on the way out unaided. All were out of the cave and on the Green
by 9.32pm,

Sunday 13th April -~ Swildon's Hole,

Brian Prewer had received a call from Yeovil Police at mid-day. A caver had suffered an
epileptic fit at the Double Pots, He was a member of a well eqipped party of five from
Bristol, had been caving for about four years and, although on tablets for this condit-~
ion, had not experieneced an attack for several yaers. The attack had been particulaly
severe, causing him to fall face down into the lower pool of the Double Pots. He had been
fished out by one of his party straight away and found not to be breathing. Mouth-to-
mouth resuscitation had been given immediately and the patient started breathing shortly
afterwards and began to regain conciousness,

Cavers at Upper Pitts and the Belfry were alerted and they entered the cave at 12,28pm.

A docter suggested that, after the fit was over, the victim ought to be able to help him-
self the cave, This proved to be the case, With a little assistance, he was out of the
cave by 1lpm.

Sunday 27th April - Goatchureh Cavern,

Weston-s-Mare were alerted at 11.320pm that a woman had slipped and dislocated her shoul-
der down the cave, The woman, aged 26, from Bristol had gone down the cave with two other
cavers and had slipped and fallen at the Coffin Lid, dislocating her shoulder badly.
Fortunately, a strong party of four memhers of the Army Caving Association were also in
the cave and able to assist. The shoulder was sirapped securely with a belt and the ACA
helped the woman to make her own way out without too much discomfort. All were stood down
at 12,30pn.

Wednesday 3rd September - Thrupe Lane Swallet.

An over-anxious mother of a caver from Cheddar called Police because her son had not
returned home from a trip to the cave by 5pm as expected. He turned up only ten minutes
late!

Wednesday 22nd October - GB Cavern,

A call was recieved from the Police at 8.40pm that a caver had fallen from a climb some-
where in the Main Chamber and injured his back. It was learnt that five sftudents from
Bristol University (not UBSS) had gone down the cave early in the evening. On climbing
down the wall below the Forty Foot Waterfall, a man had fallen the last 10ft, landed on
his back and lay injured in the pool at the bottom. The fall had smashed his battery
case; a lucky break since it probably took much of the impact and saved him from more
severe baeck injuries. He was removed from the pool to await treatment from the rescuers,
An examination revealed that he was able to move all his limbs, even if somewhal pain-
fully. With assistance, he was able to stand. He was put into a polar suit to warm up and
then helped on the way out. An examination by a doctor confirmed that the patient only
had severe bruising of the back. All were out of the cave by 10.5Cpm.

Saturday 6th December - Eastwater Cavern.

A1l that was known was that a caver was stuck somewhere in the system, maybe neay Halle-
Iujah Hole. A party had entered the cave at 1.30pm. It transpired that they did not know
much about the cave and for some reason the leader became separated from the rest of his
party and got hopelessly lost in the Lower Traverse near the Primrose Squeeze. He did
not know the route to the Canyon. The others surfaced to raise the alarm at about Spm. 4
search party from Upper Pitts entered the cave at 5,45pm. They located the 'stuck' caver
and started to escor: him out via. the old Boulder Cahmber route, The search pariy surfa-

ced at 7-05Pm0 cont. on p;}
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FRAGMENTS FROM FRANCE 2.

& wet Saturday, 20 June, maybe 20km HW of St. Girons High on the list of the Aéros-
patiale Caving Club's priorities has long been the Gouffre de la Coume Ferrat which
is located near Balaguéres. It pierces the limestone (Jurassic dolomite) 1030m up
in the Foret Domainale de L'Estelas, a short passage leading to a long pitech - 204m
long - followed by not much more, ending in a low sumped passage. But about three
months ago the sump 'evaporated' and a tignt rift led into a big passage beyond,
soon dropping via a succession of 'puits' down to a major river course leading tow-
ards the resergence Grotte d'Alion six kilometres awar, near Cazavet, at 450m alti-
tude.

Plans for a suzmer seige included erecting an enormous tent and equipping it as a
base camp, only a ten-minute walk from the entrance. A grandiose scheme by British
standards, but the French idea of a seige is a month long bout of caving activity -
pushing downriver, exploring leads and surveying.

Accordingly, we had driven up the 10km forestry road up from Cazavet, spattering
the Alfa in dirty yellow mud to make the rendezvous at 10.3Cam. The brief respite
from the rain ended as we set off on foot towards the cave, about two kilometres
away, carrying two canteen tables (no, not the collapsible sort) numerous stacking
chairs, bloody great tent, two welghty bags of poles and assorted hand-baggage.

Denise sensibly latched onto a couple of chairs but I got lumbered - first with the
smaller bag of poles, then with a table and finally exchanging that for the big bag
of poles, so heavy that my legs visibly buckled when the going deteriorated. Somehow
we reached our goal - an isolated group of barns. It peed down as we eventually set
up the tent naving taken well over nalf an hour to straighten bent poles (it was not
exactly new} and assemble the frame by trial and error.

"Cassing one's Crolite" is a popular passtime amongst these chums and it took ocnly a
few minutes to instal tables, chairs and copious quantities of plonk and grub. Two
hours later, much replenisned, we retraced our steps back to tue cars - enjoying the
lighter loads - then driving off down past St. Girons to pitch our tents in the tiny
hamlet of Loutrein, heyond Manlis.

Needless to relate, it being the feast of $t. Jean, the evening gave way to much
feasting and drinking, so much so that caving was 'impossible' on Sunday, but a
mushroom hunt and subsequent pique-nique were thought to be viable alternatives.

Revenge was swift because, on the following Sunday, 23th June, we visited Gouffre de
Peillot which had been planned for the previous Sunday. Explored by Casteret in 1034
this cave is quoted at 4381m length. It is situated near Cagzaret at an altitude of
444m and opens as a large tree-fringed depression in pasture.

Thne passing of seven days had brought a change in the weather and the sweat rolled
off us as we changed into our gear at the roadside at 10.30am. Luckily, the walk to
the cave was of only five minutes duration but it was a relief to get amongst the
trees in the cool depression. A4 steep descent led down to the steeply inclined ent-
rance pitch of 15m, into which a ray of sunshine was inquisitively peerins.

Easy going brought us to a 10m pitch amongst a variety of stalactites, 'mites and
columns, dropping into an elongated chamber where we skirted the head of 2 60m pitch.
Moving on down through somewhat bouldery passage, we dropped down another couple of
pitches {(10m, 15m)} to reach a roomy fault rift carrying a small stream referred to as
la riviere'!', Following the stream involved some maddy antics and eventually we pass-
ed beneath the 60m pitch before being stopped by an impenetrable wall of breakdown
into which the stream disappeared.

On the return journey, I grovelled through an obvious squeeze near the foot of the
second pitch, accompanied by a callow youth Didier, to enter an area which showed
few signs of previous visitors. The squeeze opened downslope to a crumbling 5m climb
down into a big chamber. On the right, a 20m pitched marked a continuation of the
chamber, but a boulder slope to the left could be ascended to look over into a yawn-

ing chasm which appeared to be well over 30m deep. cont on p2



cont. from p8 (Fragments from France)

Before ascending the entrance piteh, another roomy passage could be followed upslope
opening into a large chamber with a long, muddy slope down to the floor. A muddy slo-
pe continued up the far side to gain a bedding-plane from wiich a good air current
was emitted. There was obviously mere in tais direction.

Nothingospecial, the trip had given us a much-needed spell of caving, obul enmerging
from 13 ¢ into the late afternoon temperature of over 30 C was quite stunning! On
the journey home we all visited the resurgence of Grotte d'Aliou which we shall
return to with rubber dinghies one fine day.

Tony Knibbs

cont, from p7 {(Mendip Rescue Organisation)

Monday 15th December - Rod's Pot,

Someone in Bristol found a note to the effect that a party from Waldorf School might
have gone down the cave. It requested that MRO should be called if they had not retur-
ned by 7pm. The informant had allowed 25 minutes and done as requested. In fact, the
party had not gone caving at all because of bad weather on Mendip!

SUMP RESCUE DEMONSTRATION AT WOQKEY HOLE CAVES ON SEPTEMBER 27%h 1986

The Kirby Morgan Bandmask 10 apparatus was demonstrated at the resurgence pool outside
the caves. About forty people attended throughout the day. Many of the divers who came
were from other caving regions, which gave them a gocd opportunity to try out our sump
rescue equipment and techniques. Several non-divers tried the mask on land and were
shown how it works. A few divers experimented with the full apperatus in the resurgence
pool, testing it for buoyancy and alr consumption.

We then did a rescue dive through the resurgence sump as Owen Clarke from South Wales
volunteered to be a victim. The mask was fitted and the alr supply belted around his
waist. He was lowered into the water face upwards, I then took hold of him around the
chest and under his arm so that he could grip my hand for communication and leave my
other hand free to hold the diving line and guide him. Richard Bartrop from Derbyshire
took his feet and had enough freedom of movement to enable any snags we encountered in
the sump to be freed with comparative ease. This worked very well, and it only took us
about four minutes to tow him through to the mud bank in the First Chamber., About 10
cubic feet of air was used. The support divers were swapped around and the procedure
was repeated on the return trip to the entrance.

All taking part were impressed with how well the system worked, including Owen who
gquite enjoyed the ride! We also proved that the Kirby Morgan apperatus can be used
quickly and simply without the use of a full stretcher. In deeper sumps, there would
still be a need for a buoyancy aid but the technique used would be just as effective,

Jim Hanwell, Honorary Secretary & Treasurer, Wookey Hole, February 1987,

PEANUTS . ) : - . by Schulz
,HOUU LONG [ THIS IS N FUJHO CARES 7 ‘M I READ-ABOUT A I ONCE WENT FOR

DO WE HAVE [ “SURVIVAL " ! MAN ONCE WHO WENT | | - HALF AN HOUR
REMEMBER? GETTING HUNGRY" EIGHTY-ONE DAYS WITHOUT CARROT CAKE!
WITHOUT FOOD., - ‘ o
-':I’; , AT, GT% l ‘ i | ’ /
- ;L_‘,M'Z'; _a-.'f:fd‘ 3 P
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L IWIRING THE "SkHOEREST T
by Alarn Dougheriy

-

During 1986 Tony kKnibbs zmuggested 14 wouid be interesting to ascend the aven above
the "showerbath® in Longeood Beallset. My imesdizte reaction was to think the top of
the zvern tn bhe itso close to the surfacs to bz of any interest. However, a close
ingpaction of the survey showed the entrance series to run toward

€ the left side of
Longwocd walley, with the slope rising above. Mike Haselden and ! mades ocur first
attempt 4rom the bottoa left-nand corner of the chamber. Here,an alcove gave the
belayer socme protection from the force of falling watear., An ascent of four metres
enzbled me to gain an horivontal crack which led out, under an overhang, intoc the
centrg of the face., Due o the zeld, a2nd difficulty of looiking upwarde intc the
falling water, 1 retreated at this point. We pulled the raopes through and Mike was
shle tp add 2 couple mebtres before he, too, retrsated.

e tried szgain, inp the sompany of Bary Friraudeau, hoping to find lower water
conditions. Unfortunately, the soray from the “showerbath® was stiil filling most of
the chamber, I climbad first, findirg it too difficult to look upwards under the
watezr in  the centre of the wall, whilst the drier cornsr was loese znd muddy., Mike
ard later Bary, were abls tg force a further tuweo metres up the centre of the wall
bofore  also retreating. Just to the left of this highpoint we cold se2 a ledge
behind 2 large, unstable-licoking boulder. A smail ledge to the right appeared to be
the key to the climb....

o

-

Mike and I found much drier conditions on ow third visit, on 30th Aug *87. It was
Mike’s turn at the sharp end. This tiee [ was able to belay in the centre of the
chapbsr with 2 good view of the climb, Mike was able to gain the smsll ledgs,
previously seen, but rcoold not ses over the jemmed boulder. Protection wes posr  and
the moves Dlind, =0 1 wvirtually insisted that Mike placed a bolt runner. With
ragzined confidence Mike zZiimbed over the jammed boulder by bridging. The ledge was,
indees, very loose and Mibe pulied down several large blocks of rock. To the right
of the ledge 2n overhanging corner barred progress to a lower-angled ramp, down
which the stream thundered. Again, the loose rock, blind moves, and lack of
protection, necessitated 2 bolt runner. Bith this placed, Mike rounded the corner
throwing down various flakes of rock. He ascended the ramp for several metrzs before
retreating for 2 confarence,. Bhead of him was much ipose material which bercause of
the angle of the rens would have fallen ontc me. Consequently, I moved well
up-passage Yo belay Mike as he climbed the last f2w metres of the ramp. A shower of
rocks landed all around @y previous stapnce, and 1 was most grateful for Mike's
considerate warning.

Mike placed 2 pair of belay bolts and, after I had warmed up, I climbed to join nim.
Having Mike tethersd to two bolts was too good an opportunity to miss, so I led
through a further {ive metres us a slime-coated rift to a point where the water
entered from a hoo-tight horizeontal tubke. This area was well decorated but with silt
and  vegetation coating the walls, The tube must fill completely during winter
filoods. Mike aleo had a look, before I climbed down to recover the gear and he
abgeilsd off, Tup bolit runners (no heangers) and & "Y" hanger on the abseil boltis
were isft, but all will be subject tn rapid corrasion. Alloy krabs whith we laft  at
o earlier high-points had corroded over only a few months =0 that they could not
be opened.

“omebtres, all of which ig ciimbable, but requiree a steady
rock. Wz decided against the ides of "banging® the tube
avars on the trads-routs below,. Indeed, having eoon what
ty treat this arsa eith caution, The same can be sald for

e e HMzir Chanber,






