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PEOPLE HAVE DIED HERE
by Hike Carson

Florida! home of the Ever~lades, the Keys, Disney World and Flipper. Home too,
surorising)v for some very extensive cave systems. I went on a Family hoiiaav to the
State at the en: o- April tnis year and when I discovered tnere was a cnance or a
little spelunking I was in.

This was no ordinary cavern. As tne notice at the entrance said, “PEOPLE HAVE DIED
HERE”! The rules allowed only experienced people to enter ano even tnen only as far as
- cated se:tic”~ some iCY’ c— 5: in ~es tnia kou1o not oe a long t’~c oLt spo—nng It
surely would be.

Tne entrance was about 4’ high, causing little more than a slight stoop, out for
reasons that will oe:ome clear it was negotiated with a flat out crawl of aoout 10’ in
lenqth. Next a slncle gu:delane hac oeer, attached, no: too securel., to a large

• oouloer to assist :n the first oostacle. Tnas was a 7’ odd step over a 20’ orop.
Since the roof was too low to stand upright at this point, tne tecnnaque was to lean
out at about 45 decrees and push against tne ro:L, grab~inD the guideline as you fell.
It worked but only iust — thas was America.

A hands and knees crawl to tne end of the cuideline presented few orobiems an: tnen,
-ne—c it was. some Z5 oeIo~ us tne Qated sectio— It was oevonc tna: oa——ae— :nat so
many people had met tneir deatns. But how to get to it? In front of me was a sneer
smooth rock drop of around 30’. At the bottom, the grouno made a gradual, very gentle
return to the horizontal to end in an almost flat sandy cedoing plane just oefore the
cate. It was this gradual return to the fiat which made our next manoeuvre cossibie.
The technipue was to sit on tne edge of the pre:ipice and slide off. Tne 30 vertical
fall was exciting to 5ev the least. Due to the unique contours of thas cave, our
oescent was slowly arrested and we were gently d:rected to a stanôstili just in front
of tne gate.

A oeer through the cate revealed a continuation of the cave out on a mu:n smaller
scale and since our one nan: torch which we had oetween us was running low on
batteries, we decioed to return. The problem now was how to ascend tne 30’ vertacaa
face. We had no climbing gear with us and there were no hand holds! Tnere seemed no
way out!

After a few moments deljberataon the answer became clear. I quickly pressed the
aocro:r~ate button or my (Buoyancy Compensator — lifejacke: to you!;, and up I
went. Oh ye;, didn’t I tell you, the wh~ie cave i. underwater!

I was actually at a olace called Ginnie Springs, one of tne many outlets of Florida’s
artesian springs. This one spews out 30 million gallon; (US) of water every day. All
at a temperature of 72 degrees and all crystal clear. On the surface, a small lake has
formed which is a swimmers and divers paradise. Its crystal clear water-i; about 15’
deep, but through a hole at the bottom is the cavern described above. At Ginnie
Springs Dive Shop qualified divers (with certification) can hire equipment and dive
into the cavern but only to the extent of daylight. If you can imagine tne upper
entrance to Goatchurch a; far a; the Giant’s Staircase full of water, it’s a bit like
that — only wider and higher. The depth of water at the gate is aoout60’ ano a torch

s needed to see further into the blackness of the cave. What you see is more ot the
• sandy/gravelly bottom with many stones falling off the floor and being ~‘biown” uphill

by the water. In fact the flow of water here is strong enough to require a tirm grip
on the gate to stay put. The best view though is back towards the entrance wnere the
silhouettes of divers are displayed on the vivid aquamarine of the distant surface
lake — unforgettable.

People HAVE died there. The adjacent Devil’s Eye spring has no underwater gate and is
open only to certified cave divers. (Some say they should be!). More than 200
inexperienced divers have died there in the last decade, ignoring the underwater sign
to “Go No Further”. The experienced ones (J.R. take note) tell me that the underwater
tunnels here are vast in size and have been explored for a distance of 2000’ using
aqua scooters and that was not the end. Ouite where the water tomes from no one knows.
Some say the Appelachians, some say the Great Lakes. Wherever, it’s the only place
J’ve ever been caving or diving where it was safe to drink the water. They tell me
it’s purer than tap water — that wouldn’t be difficult! More info, see me or phone
OlOl QO4 4~d fln~
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÷÷++ MCG 1990 MEETS PROGRAMME 1-+++ BANK HOLIDAY WEEKENDS IN ITALICS ++++

For further details of meetings, contact Dave Tooke (tel: 0923—241522

“ANaV” ~eets: accc’~aodatior, car, be hooked by telephoning the relevant cottage warcen:

Yorkshire
South Walsa

Northern Pennine Club
South Wales Caving ChaD

Steve Thorpe
Janice Richards

0532 559214
0965 219111

flenoip headquarters on Wednesoavs at 7.COom.
Surrey, on Thursdays from S.3Dpm.

lable at the MCG headquarters. Norar≥cn
Eristol, 8518 SXW Tel.0751—ô2797

Ordnance Survey 1:50.000 sheet 182

COTTAGE FEE! per t:nt:

ANNUAL SEASON TICKET:
ANNUAL SUBSCIPTICN:

MCG fnemoer~, ~emoer~s :nildren, SWCC and NPC £1
Guest clubs and memoer’s quests £2
Cpt:onal exemot~on from cottage fees, for memoers £10
Full anc ~~rcoati:n≥rv Members: £20; Associate .Memoers: £10
The suoscr:pton ancluces free day—time access to tne cottage
by the member, their children, and their accompanied guests

SECPET~RY: MALCOLM COTTER tel: 07842—52643
249 Feltham Hill Road, Ashford, Middlesex, 1W15 LU
TREASURER: MARTIN ROWE tel: 0252—872006
10 Greenleas Close, Yatelev, Camberlev, Surrey, 6U17 75L
MEET SECRETARY: DAVID TOOKE tel: 0923—241522
117 Leavesderi Road, Watford, Hertfordshire, WD2 5ER
COTTASE WARDEN: BRIAN MURLIS tel 0934—412048
Ia Arundell Road, Weston — super — Mare, Avon, 8523 20G
TACFZL_EMASTER: ADRIAN DUCKETT tel: 081—568—6211
68 R :borough Avenue, Isleworth, Middlesex, TW7 5HJ
EDITOR: YVONNE ROWE tel: 0252—872006
10 Greenleas Close, Yatelev, Camberley, Surrey, GU17 7SL
RECORDER: 1AY11E H1SCOX tel: W0RK) 0749—72081
3 Keward, Glastonbury Road, Wells, Somerset
ORDINARY MEMBER: JOHN BEAUCHAMP 0761—62929
St Hugh’s Cottage, Charterhouse, Blagdon. Bristol, BS1S 6XR

DATE AREA MAIN EVENT AND/OR
07 Jul — 08 Jul Mendip Thrupe Lane Burrington Caves
21 Jul — 22 Jul Yorkshire Long Kin West
04 Aug — 05 Aug Mendip Rescue Practise Upper Flood
25 Aug — 27 Aug Yorkshire TEA
08 Sep — 09 Sep Mendip Manor Farm Novice Weekend
22 Sep — 23 Sep Derbyshire
06 Oct — 07 Oct Mendip Longwood clean up East Twin Swallet
20 Oct — 21 Oct Yorkshire Hurnell Moss
03 Nov — 04 Nov Nendip HALF YEARLY MEETING BARN DANCE/BONFIRE
17 Nov — 18 Nov S Wales Pwll Dwfn
01 Dec — 02 Dec Mendip Charterhouse 68 Cavern
08 Dec — 09 Dec S Wales Crai g—a—Ffynnon
15 Dec — 16 Dec Yorkshire Alum Pot Sar Pot
2? Dec — 01 Jan flendip Hew Year Parry

WEEKLY MEETINGS are held at the Group’s
and at the EcliDse Inn. E;ham Hill, Egham.
CAVING ACCOMMODATION for 30 people is avai
Octtaoe. Charter~ouse—on—Mendio, Blagdon,
National Grid Peference 5147.5&Oà

The

Committee...

The Mendi, Caving Group is a registered charity, nuaber 270088
The Group’s Trustees are: Ron Saunders, Malcoli Cotter, Pat Walsh and Peter MattheNs
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ON THE MOVE (AGAIN)

Bill HeadinqtCn has movem once more, to:
76 Church Road. Hanwell, London. 7 ILS
Tel: 081—567—5616

CO N SR A T U I_ A T I ON S - - -

• . . to Norma Cotter who has rejoined the
Grotto as a full nemoer.
• . .to Geoffrey Beale ~no has been
acceoted as a :r:oationarv ~emoer.

PROSPECT IVE MEMBER

The follcwir,q ~DC1icatiCn for prcbataon—
arv ‘nembershio will be considered at the
~e~:: ::mmatt~e —.eeting en 04.03.90:

rncld, N. A.M.C. Tei —Newi ddi on T~n—
i—Maes. Setnesca. Swvncd.
Precesed. by 9.hr-iis. J.Eeaucnamo.

WPiRN INS

A full member’s key has been lost near
SB. It is possible that it may have been
picked up by the same people who take
pleasure in breaking into cavers’ cars.
Do not leave valuables unattended at the
cottage (and don’t leave them in your
car either, if you are going to GB — but
then where can you leave them?). If you
notice an~thinq missing from the cottage
INFORM ANY COMMITTEE MEMBER IMMEDIATELY
AND IF NECESSARY INFORM THE POLICE.
Ensure that all cottage, fees are
collected from the cottage at the end of
the weekend and posted promptly to the
treasurer.

There will be an informal meeting of the
Mendip Caving Group at 3pm Saturday
03.11.90 at Nordrach Cottage. There is
no set agenda, members may raise any
subject they wish. However, proposals to
alter the Constitution and Rules must
reach the secretary by 13.10.90. As the
HYSM falls on Guy Fawkes weekend there
will also be a “bring—a—firework~ party
at 5.SOpm. No boxes of bangers please,
we would like everyone to bring one or
more good quality fireworks. The Barn
Dance at Priddy Village hail will
commence at Spn~ (sorry, no coacn
provided this time). Music ano calling
will be cy Simon and Val. As in crevious
years we would like MCG memoers to
prepare the food for the buffet ~cost to
be reimbursed on the night). Please let
John Beauchamo know wnat foca .cu can
:rovide, he Will co—ordInate so that we
have more than just sausaQe rolls ano
ett~ce. cost ~4 per ticket .:neaper

than aast year.’, available soon.

MCS SNEATSHIRTS - -

..are now also available by postt
ielepnone Jonn Beaucnamp for :etails.
Sweatshirts can still be purchasso post
tree at the cottage. he new sweatsnirts
include the old Group ‘shiel:” logo
rather than the ~caver climbing “logo.

COTTAGE 1<ZEYS_ - -

.are in the news again. Brian Murlis
now holds all the keys for guest clubs,
and Martin Rowe holds all the keys for
new memoers as well as memoers cnanging
their category of membership. Each
committee member now holds a shop key.

YV’ SDROPPIJ’J5S

Brian: “When I go down with a bang...
Yvonne: “I always thougnt you went up
with a bang”.

Martin: “Did you do the ladder pitch?”.
Nary: “I don’t know!!”.

DEADL. I NE - - -

...for Bulletin No.10 is 30.06.90

HALF—YEARLV SEN~~p~~
MEE:TIr’Js, F’IREWORf(s
~c PRIDDY BARN DANCE

flit
ConQratulaticns to Neil
Hutchinson nee C~trsi) who
at tirley en Saturcay 02. 05.

and Janet
were married
90
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AND YET MORE

June Searle has kindly offered to
transfer the articles already on the BBC
9/Wordwise disc onto an IBM PC, as well
as taking on the articles not vet on
disc. Yvonne Powe will then edit the
Journal and Malcolm Cotter will arrange
laser printing of the master copies. The
Journal is therefore well in hand so
Yvonne would like all those articles
that have been promi sed but not vet
produced.

WP,TSRLJHEEL I~CCESS

~CG now control a key which is for MCG
~embers and the~r personal guests only.
Charternouse Centre nave ahotner key ~or
non—r’.CS use. Any engulries frco visitors
;oout a key snould therefore oc directed
to the :sntre. The tICS key will now be
kept on the library door. Please
remember to record all Waterwneel ~and
‘Jpper Flood) trips in the 9lackmoor Lop
kept in the library — this is a
:onditicn of access.

CCC P~RM ITS

Please ensure that the stock o$ 14 day
permits remains in the library at all
times, not in the lectern. These permits
should only be issued by full members to
bona fide cavers, for which a fee of 50p
is due. Please record the sale of

the currentpermits on cottage booking
sheet and sena the money and yellow copy
to the treasurer with the cottage fees —

do not put the 50p in the donation box
as it is not a donation~! The Group buys
blank permits from CCC and then recoups
the cost by selling the permits at 30p a
time. A recent check of the yellow
copies showed that we were not receiving
all the 3Ops due and that many permits

BXPEDITIONS.. - -

..or caving holidays will soon be upon
us. Dave Tooke has details of a visit to
Ireland in late August. Brian Murlis can
be contacted for details of the trip to
Vercors in July. Additionally, Tony
Knibbs will be caving in Ardeche for one
week or more from 06.07.90. By the time
you read this, several MCG members will
be in Arredondo, Northern Spain with
Dave Elliot (“flOO encouragement to a
competent team’ — Shar Parau Foundation
recommendation to the Sport; Council).

B~RW IS - - -

in on the committee:
Drainane problem to be reviewed if new
soakaway ineffective... Of 70 covenant
letters sent out; 43 not returned; will
write aqain. . - Upper Flood leaders under
review... £1000 going into tI & S
Charatuna as wide range investment...
~essex ~Jater Share Certificate lodqea
with MCS’s other documents... Closing
?arclavs Business Account arid opening

Autumn... New map ordered
Arthur Spain to repair kitchen
cupboard.. . Charterhouse Centre and the
adjoining land no longer for sale, but
new management system still likely,
thanks to Jon Roberts and Ron Saunders
for their work... No smoking notices to
be displayed in cottage... Purchasing
“Expedition Planners Handbook and
Directory 88/89” and “Caving
Expeditions”... Looking at cost of
industrial waste collection by council,
and seeking 1007. exemption from Rates...
Committee meetings to alternate between
Nendip and South East, next meetings:
Thurs 04.07.90 8.OOpm Eclipse, Egham;
Sat 04.08.90 6.OOpm Nordrach Cottage;
ihurs 06.09.90 S.OOpm Eclipse, Egham.

3OURN~L. UP’Dtc~TE

Deposit Account with Charities Official
Investment Fund... Post Office Savings
Account to be kept until we have a
balance of wide and narrow range
investments... Exterior walls to oe
pressure—cleaned... Revised memoership &
covenant form cornoined with package for
prospective memoers... Bone Hole: date
to be arranged for work on Skull
Slope... Nettle Pot: start work in the

for lounge...

BUYING NEL&J SEARS?

Try tICS Caving Shop before going
elsewhere.were not signed by an tICS member. Contact M.Cotter or P. Ingold.



PAGE 5 S

NORTHERN ADVENTURES

by Arthur Spain

Stirred into action by the editor’s stinging comments in the latest newsletter, it
seemed appropriate to set down a few ramblings about a little—known Northern trip back
at the beginning of March this year. It was conceived at Greg and Lilia’s binge in
January; Bruce Dean and Derek Walsh, one ex and the other nearly ex — MCG members1
decided a hardy stroll across the Lake District Longsleddale Range from Windermere to
Tirril (near Penrith) was in order especially if there was snow, a distance of about
15 miles across very hilly terrain.

Roger Wallington, Mike Lovell, Brian Pittman and myself left Slough at 7—ish on
Thursday evening (I had already travelled 120 miles to get there) arriving in
Yorkshire in time to have a swift pint before the pubs closed, then on to Derek’s
place in Ingleton. A caving trip was decided upon next day but prior to this we
tramped around Ingleton and Settle searching for a suitably priced Gor—tex jacket for
Wally, all in vain. So it wasn’t until 4pm that we finally found ourselves at the
entrance to Lancaster Hole, then to descend the lOOft pitch by SRT. Our aim was
e’itang s’ther ~t Counn or a the water level was suitable, out by Wretcnec Raooat
Fortunately cur intrepid leader. Wally, remembered the route after one or two false
moves, so en we went. Well, I for one nearly died of heat exhaustion through wearing a
wet suit with an oversuit — not to be recommended for a dry cave. Anyway we hao a
relatively uneventful trip through Fall Pot, Starke Pot and on through Comes •ano
Snails Cavern to Eureka Junction using the fixed laoders where they existeo, (get up
there quickly, they are being taken out soon), until we branched off towards Stop Pot.
Fortunately the stream had not sumped so we managea to take the more direct route out
via Wretched Rabbit, a rather tortuous stream passage with a couple of rope climb
pitches, to the entrance and onto the open drizzly moor with a long tramp back to Red
Rose Cottace via Lancaster to retrieve the rope. We only just made the Marten Arms for
a quack ~esi a-~o several pints. A good trip.

Next day ~swned reasonably OK except we were suoposed to
meet Greg at the Little Thief (Chef) outside Ingleton at
7.SOam. However, after an irate Greg turned up later on /
Derek’s doorstep we ended up there for breakfast. About 9.50
we found ourselves at the ER station carpark at Wincermere __________

(some clown wno shall be nameless reckoned it would qreat to
start there :nstead of Troutbeck — about 2 miles less
walkincH. ~ru:e ensured that we were adequately dressed.
t’.oots, warm :lcthino, nate. gloves, wet weather gear and,
,or -~cme. ::e a::es. pius not and coid rations ano otf we
went gracuaji; cl:moing rollowing the Garourn roac unisnorner
.~, ~ . J), bearano north towaros ~oke at _~O9,t to
meet more anc .~ore snow. Our highest point was at ill Bell
at 2476ft where we foaned High Street. an old Roman road —

they ~eem to cet ever,where, even that hign. Just beyond the
Knott tcwarbs High Rise. a lunch break was called at approx
2.i5pm wners Bruce came up with a marvellous bit of kit — an
emergency rescue tent. The rucsacs were stackeo in a pile
and everyone ~seven of us) each held an edge then went under
to sit on the inside edge in a circle, nicely out of the
bitanq, extremely strong wand, a very welcome place to eat
cur rations. zualdina up a tnic~: ~ug ano not looi~ing torwaro ~AdS~
to Qoing out again. At this point Bruce dug into nis rucsac
and came cut with a portable telephone hand set which he
proceeded to use giving our ETA.

However, all :cpd things come to an end. So somehow packing
the rescue tent in the howling wind, we went on our way
following the continuing High Street Roman road which in the
snow looked the same as the rest of the scenery, snow, rocks
and the occasional cairn. However, despite the overcast sky
and sleeting rain! fortunately not in our face, the scenery
was magnificent esoeciallv looking down to the occasional
valley — Haweswatar then Ullawater. We qraduall~ descended!
the snow thinning and the ground getting very boqgy in
places, heading towards Penrith. It was getting dark by this
time so we were glad to cet off the mountain onto tarmac and
with a certain amount of relief arrived at Bruce’s place in
the villaqe of Tirrill. After a welcome cup of tea, a
roaring fire end hot shower we headed for a local pub
ferried by Jean and Bruce.

Sunday was a weeqee day visiting the Aira Falls then on to
Troutbeck for a rather disappointing pint and snack. Finally
arraying at Windermere where we parted company, the locals
headinq to their homes and us Southerners hitting the
motorways, getting back in the early evening — a very
enjoyable long weekend and thanks to Derek, Bruce and Jean
for their hospitality and organisation.
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GDTTINSS FROM COHN

by John Beaucha;p

ROD’S POT Following the collapse of the left hand wall (and as it turns out, the roof)
back in January, the dig across the main chamber was re—visited on 23.05.90. Several
skipfuls of cold glutinous mud were removed to regain access to the “collapsed”
chamber. A cursory inspection revealed a large perched boulder requiring further
investigation, but more interestingly the height of the chamber had increased from Sm
to approximately 15m. On 02.06.90, Steve Redwood and Brian Murlis re—visited the site
and climbed an aven decorated at the top with mud and calcite formations. There are no
apparent leads~ although work will continue. People visiting the area are warned of
its instability. A collapse could block your exit!

CAN SOMEBODY TRANSLATE?I
The extract printed IV. 1300.
opposite is taken from MENEDUP. Item in presentia Nicholal Pecche tenentis
‘The Perambul ati ons of locum Sabine Pecche Forestarie de feodo Foreste de Menedup.PhUippi Ic keys et Johannis de Beauchamp viridariorum
the Forest of Mendip 1300 foreste predicte. et Pen-ide Harnrne tenentis locum Justiciarii
AD”. Obviously ray name is Foreste, predicti Thomas de Bavouse et alii jurati simulcum

predictis Gilberto We Knoville] Johanne [Gileberd) Humfridoquite apparent. even ide \Valdena~ et Matthes We Furneus) sibi associatis ad
though n a slightly predictam peambulationernfaciendam sic processerunt. vide
different form ~Johanr, ~ licet: lacipiendo apud Stoubergwe. et deinde transeundo per

mediam brderam usque Thoriestone, et sic per mediam bruerarn
de 3eauc.~a2D). Sut even usque Skt’nnindeciiff, cc de:nde per rnediarn brueram usque
stranger the + act that ad furcas libertatis de Ceddre. dimittendo ens in foresta a
~i i son’s mai den name is dextris, usque ad Ia Dunstone. per mediarn semitam descend

Ie Fo~weve. 5: sic desceridendo uscue Slyper
Ham e.nd her +nher’ a name stone. Et sic usque erechome. et deinde usqu~ manscum

a Peter ~Pe rr: Jonanms de Actone. dL-nittendo eundem rnariscum in foresta.
Ha ;me) . Perhaps cur usque ad petrarn quam vetus Samuel ponere fecit inter feodumntanerii de Ceddre et rnanehum Abbatis Glastonie. quad
ancestors were neigh— vocatur ilonde. et deinde usque Nottepulle versus Clnvere.
bours ~Ed. Nd ~hhour ç, dimictendo a sinistris feodum Abbatis Giastonie et Phiitppi

de ~Vvke, cuod eat extra forestam.everybody needs ~ood
neiahhour: ~a -~ da. .

SOWERY CORNER EWALLET The
SEC are currently ~aqginq -

away at this cave which AT A MINERY COURT holden at Chewion Mendipp the
lies around the corner :oth day of Febrv in the Year of our Lord God :66x it is

Ordered by Richard Adams & his Fellows as followeth.:rom the western end of 93. For drawine the umcr a~ Fucks,,d,is.—\Vssanr.ts there
~Jj ne Barrcws Lane. I am bath been complaint made unto us of this Minerv Grand Jury

r eli ab 1 y i n formed -~ ron by \Villiam Redman of great wrongs and abuses done untohim by Several! disorderly persons as touching a ~vashing Pond
the other side of a beer or Pool and another watering place for Cattell both lying and
mug that the location was being adjo~~ing to a place commonly called by the Name of
once known as Puck Suds. Puck Suds, which Said Ponds or Pools as doth appear untous of this Jun- have been made at the Proper Cost and Charge
~ccording to court pro— of the Said William Redman but for the publique Good as
ceedi nqs of 10th Feb 1661 well of the rest of the Borderers as himself And further it

doth appear unto us that the Said Places do not hinder the
reproduced here, people buddling place of any water that usually did come to the Said
are to be fined 20/— for place but rather help them to more: wherefore we of this Jury
the 1st offence of in— taking the p:mises into our Consideration do Order and make

this decree with the Consent of the next ensueing Court. that
mersi ng themselves in the if any person or persons whatsoever belonging to this Occupa
water, £5 for a 2nd tion Shall presume to draw any Water or cause to be dratvn
:4 fence. and ban i shed for or wash with that Water there out of either of the Said Poolsat any time but what doth naturally run in its Course, without
the 3rd offence! There the Special Licence and Consent of the Said William Redman
should by rights be or his Assigns, Shall forfeit for the first Offence 20’. the One

half to the Lord of this Liberty and the Other half to theseveral SEC members partie grieved that Shall make just proof thereo~. and for the
permanently in the stocks Second offence ~ to be paid as afores4 and if he or they
on Pri ddy Green! Shall be found to offend in the like nature the third time,

they Shall be banished from this our Occupation, always(Ed. For younger ~e,bers Provided the Said Offence or Offences be found by Verdict
1/— Sp so 20/— (tnenty of a Grand Jury. And to this Our Order we all agree and
shillings) %QQp) have Subscribed our hands.
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islands, and is more or less on the side of the road. The entrance is about twice the
size of Axbridge Ochre Mine and being easily accessible, is well covered in graffiti.
I assume the cave was a gas pocket in the lava, truncated and exposed by the receding
sea. The cave consists of one main chamber and a side passage on, the left leading to a
hands and knees crawl through a puddle to a very small chamber. We tried to take some
photographs but the black lava against a black background didn’t come out too well. A
novelty cave to visit, to say that you’ve been underground.

If you want more caves there are some on the north/northwest coast of Kauai, namely
Waikanaloa Wet Cave, Waikapalae Wet Cave and Dry Cave. Two sea caves exist on the
coast near the Valley of the Lost Tribe; these, as the location suggests, are not so
easily accessible.

Trfvia~ the centre of the island of Kauai is reportedly the wetest place on earth with
465 inches of rain per year.

WATERWHEEL SWALLET A minor extensacn was added to the cave, at the base of the rift at
the ena of Dld sump 2. After some chemical persuasion a constriction was passed
entering Sm of upslope passage at the end of which the floor meets the roof~ Probing
has now been re—located upstream at the base of Ruckle Shaft. Here, the downward
excavation has exposed clean washed rubble, although progress has been halted by a
large boulder.

SLACKMOOR NATURE RESERVE In a letter dated 02.05.90 from Somerset County Council
Education Committee1 we were told “Council members have decided to take no action — at
least for the time being — to declare the Charterhouse Centre surplus to
requirements”. We must not, however, assume that the matter will never come up again.
MCG members should be vigilant and look out for any new. In the meantime, the committe
have decided to wind up the Charterhouse sub—committee. flalcoli Cotter

Old Mens

________ 213

e/cck
P:szcge

k/ATE~ v/HEEL

5’v~JALLST

Rcys
Soc.frcwcy

Red C:r~:,, 223

Current
:~d .4’fl:e GrD:IQ

SECTION

Gout

Old
Sump I Sum: 2

New Extension
4.7. .sO

7n P~f:.,
.7

Swimming
P:ci



— PAGE B

MON~V TD BURN , A L..SSSON TO LSARN

Lirxericks frot the Annual Dinner

This year’s topic for the limmerick competion was the club’s funds, circa. £12000

Velvet Bottom with all its old mounds
Couldn’t be bought for £12000
Because all the punters
Spent their cash down the Hunters
So tonight it must be Rogers round.

It was more than Just £12000 quid
That caused changes of ruin to be bid
Should rule 2CD
Become rule C2
Or should four 4t be added insteac.

P cavin.: club :ust down the way
Were having trouble comoletinq a survey
!o t~ev ‘~ent to the bank
Nho said. “Let us ~e frank
Try the MCG thev’:e qot 12K”.

The library needs turning arcuno
And the Newsletters need to be bound
It’s only a whim
Put ‘icj could riicr:film
The lot for ~12000.

A Mendio club is renowned
For its assets ot £12000
But to spend it is iad
To waste it is sad
So let’s spend it on plenty of rounds.

With the sum of £12000
You could buy almost 12000 rounds
‘(OLt could spend it on rope
On carbide or dope
Or just pile it up in big mounds.

Money to burn, a lesson to learn
Don’t waste it on boozing or saving
Buy gold plated boots or gold lame suits
Make MCS trendy in caving.

We’ve got 12 grand if you please
We came by this with consumate ease
We support monetarism
Applaud Thatcherism
In other words mad cow disease.

There’s plenty of money in the MCG
The facts are quite plain to see
They dine in high style
As they amass their great pile
And give alms to poor clubs like SEC.

The MCG’s off the dole
But a city bank isn’t our role
So the best thing for it
Is a bottomless pit
That ends up at Wookev Role.

There was an old man of Toulouse
Who thouaht of a very good ruse
The BEC need a hand
They could do with a grand
For a survey (or navoe a cruase).

The MOB had some savings
And a numoer of immoral cravings
With twlelve thousand pounds
One could buy a few rounds
As long as it dosn’t involve caving.

This next ditty is not a limmerick but
was amongst the entries:

E.ntitleo — HOW WE GOT THE £12000
So, farewell then Mike Lovell,
You signed the MOB’s cheques, I’m told..
But clearly no bank agreed with your
handwriting.

(edt there was a winnerq but I dont know
which it was)
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Cc~VINS IN NW~LES?

Wolverhampton Mountaineering Club’s
cottage near Llanberris is available to
MCG for £2 a night, max.12 in a party.
Booking secretary is Mike Burt,
14 Hanbury Crescent, Penn, Wolver—
hampton, Staffs. Tel: 0902—338282

Ed: Linda Gates and Gill Warren asi~ed me
if I would help them with a novice
weekend and I was happy to oblige. There
were S novices in all but a :cuole had
been :aving before. They were a great
bunch of people and very sporting
(especially with the cottage games!). On
saturday we took them down East Twin
Swallet, Goatchurch and Sidcot and
thoroughly wore them out (and
ourselves). On Sunday there was a short
trip to GB for a couple who wanted more
punishment. The rest were shown SRT in
the tree as they were interested in
trying some abseiling. When they had the
feel of it we went to Split Rock to try
it for real. Unfortunately there was a
rescue practice and as we felt it wasn’t
practical to operate alongside we went
to Rock of Ages instead — not as high
but better than we thought. I can
honestly say that we enjoyed the weekend
as much as they did and their letter and
“small” donation of £30 makes it all the
more worthwhile.

Tailings

COTTflSE BODI—ZINGS

DEg~R EDITOR_ - -

• ..I just thought I would drop you a
line to thank tICS very much indeed on
behalf of myself and the other “novices”
for making our stay on Mendip (21/22
April) such an enjoyable and safe trip.
Although it must have appeared that we
weren’t enjoying ourselves at one time
or another, I can assure you that we
haven’t stopped talking about it. I
don’t think the manager of the
department we all work in was too happy
about our lack of effort today~ It was
dreadful to go back to work after
packing so much into a weekend,

I gather from talking to Linda that
another trip may be arranged sometime
around September. Certainly from my
point of view I would be very interested
in going.

I heard that Martin as the Treasurer or
the tICS so I hope he will acceot the
small donation enclosed with our thanks,
as I am sure that £2.00 per nacnt didn’t
cover tICS’s costs for the weekend. By
the way, I’ve just reao the weekeno
“Telegraph” report on caving, the
weekend outlined there costs £129!

Once again thank you very mucn anoeeo, I
think the caverns of 63 will remain in
nv memory for many years. ?hiJ!ø Johns.

22 Jun — 24 Jun Barnet Cave Group ( 6)
22 Jun — 24 Jun Southampton ATC (15)
26 Jun — 29 Jun Goff Dame (7?)
29 Jun — 01 Jul Steve Taylor VSIJ (12)
29 Jun — 01 Jul Pction Sports (12)
03 Jul — 05 Jul Goff Dame (7?)
07 Jul — 08 Jul Members’ Weekend
10 Jul — 13 Jul Soff Dame (12)
27 Jul — 29 Jul Hanwell VS
•D4 Pug — 05 Aug Members’ Weekend
05 Puq — 10 Auo ~oya1 Navy C??)
10 Pug — 12 Pug Hanwell VS (16)
23 Pug — 2? Pug 3r Trust Cons Vol (13)
03 Eeo — 07 Sco Royal Navy C??)
08 Sep — 0? Seo Members’ Weekend
01 D:t — 05 Oct Fossewav School C??)
05 Oct — 07 Oct Members’ Weekend
03 Nov — 04 Nov Members’ Weekend
01 Dcc — 02 Dcc Yiemoers’ Weekend
29 Dec — 01 Jan Members’ Weekend

The Wessex Challenge is to be held at
the Eelfrev :n Saturday 23.06.90
starting at 7.DOpm. The fancy dress
theme ~s ‘Civil Wars”. Food, etc. is
available after the customary chariot
race at a cost of £4. Tickets available
via the SEC. If tICS are to enter a team
we will need (a) six team n~mbers, and
(b) a chariot — anything with wheels
that is fairly light will do — a pram,
pushchair, etc. The wheelbarrow used in
the past is knackered and was too heavy.
Please volunteer yourself by phoning
-John Beaucnamp dv 19.06.90.
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On opening the ‘dry’ AGM
Pat WI “I declare this Guinness open”.

Lono Kin West Work in Illusion Series
has pushed the depth of this cave to a
record 570ft and digging continues!
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On discussing.

.the Secretary’s report
JR “I’m afraid I’ve written a 20
pager.”
Pat WI “Ran out of time did you?”

Bracken Bottom Pot A new find,
much effort by the Bradford,
Pen—y—Ghent. 500ft deep, the
includes a lOOft pitch and a 60 x
304 t chamber with a good draught.
details in their Journal.

clubs £12000
“After cottage expenditure, etc.

d be down to £9000.”
“P’= a bit ti;ht then?”

The Swillv Hole Haymarket Caving Club
have re—opened this cave at Haltcliff
Bridge and extended the cave to 1475ft
with over 600ft of new passage and more
promi sed.

Brants Gill Resuroence Divers from
Bradford are building scaffolding
below water l2Oft in, in a boulder
(Ed. must be totally mad!). Brants
is the resurgence for most of the
from Pen—y—Ghent and Fountains Fell
they have a good incentive,

Savel Pot
attamoted to
as it may
needed.

• . .the meets programme
Ian Mc: “1 think Andy made a valid
pci nt.
Ian P1 “That’s a surprise!”
~..eslev: “He can :ut it away for another
year now.”

the Frye
Joan 9: “Ken’s easier to ;et on with
than he used to ~e — you ~et more than a
:runt now!”

• . .the Tacklemaster’s report
“Roy K: “Can comeone tell me what
:limbinq aids are?”
John 9: “A disease ~ou can catch when
climbing.”

.the library
JR: “I was the recorder for 4 years and
it took me all that time and a lot of
money.
Pat WI “ .., to ;et in the mess it’s in
now.”

..elected officers
Pat N: “. , , Wayne ?~i scock — er — Hi scox.”
John B: “He’s got two,”

..votes for Secretary
Pat N: “We have one postal abstension!”

Earby Pothole Club
make the entrance safe
still be settling car

Lancaster Ladders The future of the 40
year old fixed ladders is under review,
The proposal is that the ladders on the
main through route be removeo and
replaced with rope or ladder belay
points. This includes Stake Pot, Fall
Pot. Stop Pot and the ladder down into
Sravevard. CNCC would like opinions
before a descision is made.

Rowten Pot A caver broke his back when
an anchor 2.Sm down failed at a reoelay.

• . post
Adrian:
with my
John 9:

for Tacklemaster
“1 feel it’s a

lifestyle.”
“What, even

Kinosdale Following an incident
Pot pitch, one of the party set
call CRC. He slipped and fell
Cascade climb but continued on.
later found at the bottom of
Tunnel pitch having drowned.
unclear what actually happened.job I can fit in

though you’re

on Slit
off to
off the
He was

KMC Roof
It iS

married now?”
Gordon: “He’; learned a lot about the
tackle business!”

..reduced subs Caged 60)
Roy: “That’s not the statutory retiring
age for men though.”
Martin: “It is for cavers!”

Further details in Caves & Caving No.48.

STONED ACE
Traces or 4.O~-year.oId

ale made ‘ fr~fl bran,
}c~ey.w,Id flowers and
herbs have been found
on the ‘Isle of Rhum.
s&daa~.




