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AGUA 1996 - part two

Introduction The destination of this years MCG expedition was changed at extremely short notice due to lack of
personnel. Six people were not considered sufficient to tackle the rigours of the Piaggia Bella, Italy so we opted to
retum to Cueva del Agua, Picos de Europa, Spain. This was previously visited by MCG members in February (newsletter
253) so the logistics of organising a trip were minimal. This article is restricted to the caving activities undertaken on
the trip. Refer to Yvonne's article in newsletter 256 for "the other bitst’.

by Timothy Francis

The primary goal of the expedition was to consolidate leads noticed on the diving expedition in February. We had
intended to camp underground at Consort Hall but found more than enough to keep us occupied in the Boulder Hall
area nearer the entrance. After each trip we made the long slog back up the gorge and normally made it back in time
for an evening meal at the bar in Tresviso. A biwy site equipped with light weight camping gear and food was located
at the top of The Ramp. This proved to be invaluable on long pushing trips or whilst sitting around waiting for others.
On the downside our small team had very little time o recover in time for the next trip. In total eight caving trips
were made to Cueva del Agua, although we were in Tresviso for only 12 days..

Boulder Hall Area Our first concern was to try and make sense of the complicated maze of passages in the Boulder
Hall area. It soon became apparent that the survey we had bore little resemblance to the actual passages above The
Ramp. Indeed it was not until after our retum to Great Britain that the reality of the survey dawned. The lower and
upper levels of the cave had in the past been superimposed on the survey. Passages had been joined together which in
fact lay several hundred metres apart vertically.

The first loose end we tied up was an undescended pitch at the top of Boulder Hall (see survey) at the end of a pleasant
passage decorated with moonmilk. The walls and floor of this section of the cave are liberally covered with mud making
it difficultt to find a solid belay. Eventtually a suitable natural was used to descend a 25m pitch which was found to
merely drop out of the roof in the Bypasst The rope was pulled through rather than prussicking up past some hideous
rub points. This junction was marked with a small pile of stones and later found on the survey There was no indication
of a height difference on the map.

On the same day, whilst looking for the way on to Brian Baru's Passage, Joe and Martin pursued a horrendously muddy
climb, passing the limit of previous explorers to discover two small holes in the floor at the top. There were no stones
nearby to throw down so Joe could not determine their depth. These draughted well so were investigated on a
subsequent day. No naturals were available so we spent a cold, titing hour trying to put in a few bolts. The rock is
extremely hard but we were reluctant to carry the Bosch drill down the gorge unless absolutely necessary. Eventually
the bolts were placed and the pitch descended. It began as a sharp narrow rift but soon dropped out of the roof of a
large chamber. Large flakes of rock blocked the free hang so a rebelay was attempted. I was able to get off the rope and
explore sixty feet of a high level passage. This was floored with the usual mud but well decorated. Further progress was
stopped by a pitch and not descended due to having no more rope. This passage must irtersect the Boulder Hall at roof
level, or pass extremely close by.

Returming to the main pitch a deviation was rigged and the descent continued. We had landed in the passage just above
the rope dimb after Boulder Hall. Julie derigged the deviation so that Joe and Martin could drop the rope down from
above. The pitch was measured at 23 metres (see survey). Another loop in the Boulder Hall complex had been
discovered.

Orange Arcade The description of this passage was somewhat vague in the LUSS journals. Its intriguing name and a
conversation with John and Jim in Arenas de Cabrales suggested that it may be worth a look. We took longer than
expected to find the passage as we relied too heavily on the survey. The survey excludes lower level passages to aid
clarity. However it was well worth the perseverance as Orange Arcade is an exceptional piece of passage. It is desperately .
in need of taping as much of the route corttains fine examples of mud and aildte formations. In places parts of the
ceiling are peeling away leaving intriguing patterns. The passage gets its name from a bright orange flowstone cascade
at the far end. All routes become too small to follow with no digging potential. continued on page 4
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TForum doings

ATTENDANCE This year’s Forum atiracted
a very poor turnout - “nothing contro-
versial” someone complained! Out of 134
MCG members there were 8 committee
members, 2 Custodian trustees, 7 members
and 2 non-members. I suppose the only
good thing was that the majority of people
there were active cavers.

COMMITTEE STRUCTURE After much
discussion the following was agreed on:-

1) That committee members have core
responsibilities, not tasks. If they can’t
complete all their responsibilities they can
delegate to other committee members or
Group members.

2) Full members can come along to
committee meetings to see how they are
run and to get a feel of things. They can
also talk to committee members past and
present to ask about the responsibilities of
particular posts.

3)~Proposal (for 1997 AGM) from Tim
Francis, seconded by Wayne Hiscox (thirded
by Dave Tooke!). We should continue to
have 8 committee members but with some
minor title and responsibility changes:-

Secretary - no change

Treasurer - no change

Editor - no change

Social Secretary - (formerly the Ordinary
Member) responsible for co-ordination of
the Wessex Challenge and BCRA conference
stand, MCG dinner and half-yearly social
event, and MCG regalia.

Caving Secretary - (formerly the Meet
Secretary) responsible for (or delegating)
meets, caving permits, booking caves and
caving accommodation.
Librarian/Recorder - Taking minutes at
Committee meetings and AGMs, and co-
ordinating all aspects of library-keeping.
Cottage Warden - no change
Tacklemaster - no change

MCG EXPEDITION 97 Those who went on
the 1996 expedition plan to return to
Cueva del Agua, in the Picos de Europa, to
continue their successful exploration (see
Tim’s article on p.4). On rest(}) days it is
planned to walk the Bejes area, which is on
the Agua side side of the Urdon Gorge, to
do some cave hunting. This area is remote
and relatively inaccessible but we now have
access to a 12-seater Land Rover! The
provisional dates are 22nd August to 7th
September and all MCG members are
welcome - the more the merrier.

WESSEX  CHALLENGE  Although  the
Challenge itself was successful, the evening
social event was poorly attended (by MCG
as well as other clubs) and a substantial
loss was made. We also ended up with 26
tractor tyres to dispose of. Members
agreed to put the loss down to experience,
and to ask Arthur Spain to dispose of the
tyres via Wells Tyres at whatever cost
rather than have them cluttering up our
land.

COTTAGE BREAK-IN Members were
reminded that the MCG contents insurance
does not cover property of individual
members. As the cottage has now been
broken into for the first time, statistically
it is likely to be broken into again soon.
The committee were asked to look into
further levels of security for the cottage,
eg. shutters or bars on windows. Members
were requested to close the white gate at
the end of the weekend, and to ensure that
the Cotag access system is always operative.

PUBLIC _ LIABILITY INSURANCE The
Group’s policy provides public liability
insurance for any paid-up member of MCG.
It does not cover friends or guests when
caving with MCG members. If caving with
non-MCG members you should advise them
that they do not have public liability cover.
The policy does not indemnify landowners
automatically yet MCG has an access
agreement covering Bone Hole. Until this
problem is resolved, Martin Rowe requested
that no trips to Bone Hole should take
place.



AGUA 1996 - part2 continued ﬁ'ém page 1

The flowstone cascade looked extremely similar to the orange flowstone at the end of Bone Passage which I had seen in
February. Both have a similar passage cross section, have a similar gradient and both end where the calcite meets the roof, I'm
not sure whether this similarity has been noticed before. Once back in Tresviso a look at the survey confirmed that the
passages must be the same. Allowing for survey error they are only about 80 metres apart with the end of Bone Passage lying
below Orange Arcade. Another question mark on the survey was therefore removed.

Day Off Series (Should have had one) This particularly nasty section of passage was noticed on one of our earlier trips into
the cave, It begins as a crawling-sized phreatic passage leading off the bypass between the entrance to Orange Arcade and

Boulder Hall. Unfortunately the passage soon closes down at a couple of small tubes. However off to the right a decorated
squeeze led to a small chamber. A tight slot in the floor was noticed with a further 15m of steeply descending passage. This is
an awkward thrutch with kit on the retum. Beyond, a trickle of water sinks to the right with the main way on up and to the
left. The whole area was completely covered in mud.

One person had probably reached this point and given it up as a bad job. Who wouldn't with huge stomping sized passages
being discovered elsewhere. We continued on down to what looked like an impassable squeeze in the floor. Stones dropped
down could be heard to fall for quite a distance. Spurred on by this, an awkward section of vertical squeezes was passed to
enter a large fault controlled rift. We decided to return with plenty of rope as a I decided that forcing descending squeezes
above a potential pitch was a little unwise without protection. The next day some pretty desperate squeezing reached the head
of a pitch. I abseiled out over the pitch but was unable to reach the bottom due to a suicidal rub point on the pitch lip. A
further return was made with a bolting kit to rig up a nice y-hang. The water levels in the cave were much higher on this final
trip to Day Off Series and a waterfali could dearly be heard below. The vertical section of the pitch was measured at 14m and
landed in a roomy, well decorated chamber. Water was falling out of an inlet 3m up on the left hand wall but the moonmilk on
the walls meant that I was unable to follow the inlet upstream. Downstream the walking-sized passage eventually became
choked by huge mud banks.

Inspection of the survey revealed that the passage was on a similar level to The Road to Wigan Pier. The water probably backs
up in wet weather forming the large banks of silt. Unfortunately we did not have time to investigate the Wigan Pier streamway
for a potential connection.

Back at the top of the pitch Joe had busied himself by digging into a series of small tubes, and getting extremely muddy in the
process. These were all pushed to a conclusion but not surveyed. Most of Day Off Series was surveyed by Julie and Tim over
several hours. Only a straight line survey, with no cross sections, was made. Below the vertical squeezes to the bottom of the
mud banks was surveyed by Tim using a tape and compass.

The Derigging Trip All the kit was removed from the cave in one dramatic trip. Heavy rain over the previous two days meant
that the river was in spate. We could even hear it from the camp site in Tresviso. The water was just touching the top of the
dam at the entrance and had obviously been overflowing overnight. The upper entrance was sumped off so were forced to find
a way upstream. joe did the heroics by rigging up a traverse line on the right-hand wall. Luckily we were spared a final
desperate move by investigating a hands and knees crawl off to the left. This actually proved to be a bypass to the horrible
section of cramling everyone has been thrutching through for the last twenty years! I pity the bottle sherpas.

It was noticed that there seemed to be two distinct pulses of flood water in Agua. The first is relatively small and quickly follows
a period of rainfall. An obvious increase in water flow was noted at the top of The Ramp where a small waterfall emerges. A
second more significant pulse follows about 8 -12 hours later. We presume this is related to the pots high up on the Sierra del
Corta with the water taking a much longer period of time to work its way through the system.

The Survey Much of the survey is relatively accurate although the complex area of passages in The Boulder Hall area should
be treated with some caution. 1 have shaded passages in this area that lie at a lower level and which can be accessed without
ascending The Ramp. The main streamway has been indicated by means of dots.

Future Projects The main goals of larger expeditions into Cueva del Agua wilt undoubtedly be to achieve a bypass to the
Wigan Pier Sump, and to investigate leads at the far end. Our investigations revealed that there is potential for high level
passages which might achieve the first goal. We left a number of minor leads which need following up at some stage:

= The descending passage found off Bone Passage in February has yet to be pushed to a conclusion,

= Connect the Wigan Pier streamway to Day OfF Series. This will make investigation of the small inlet below the pitch much
easier.

« Investigate high level passages off Boulder Hall found by LUSS in the 1970s. These may be related to the passage found half
way down the 23m pitch,

(Team: Joe Frampton, Tim Frandis, Joan Goddard, Julie Hesketh, Martin Rowe, Yvonne Rowe)
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CAVING IN THE BOP MARSHALL WILDERNES S ARCA

by Pete Hollings

Last Christmas whilst caving in Mexico, Peter Sprouse had reminisced about cavin g in the Silvertip cirque some
twenty years ago, and had come to the decision that it was about time to revisit the area. On the last day of the trip,
back in Austin, he showed me some of the literature on the area and I was forced to agree.

As the months went by Peter started tracking down the old survey notes from the area, and by August he had
identified some 200 leads! We planned the trip to be a fairly small reconnaissance with a view to returning in force
the following year, so checking all the leads was a little beyond our means....... we'd just have to do what we could.
The plan was that we'd rendezvous at the trailhead (some 70 miles beyond the tarmac road} early on the morning of
Monday 12 August. Unfortunately this didn't quite work out when I became delayed due to my attempts to hitch hike
through Montana (but that's another story!), so we didn't meet up until 11am. "We" consisted of Peter Sprouse, Susie
Lasko and Charley Savvas from Texas, Mike Miskol and Maria Hedrick from Montana, and myself.

We'd originally hoped that we would be able to make the 18 mile hike to cur basecamp at the base of the Silvertip
Cirque in one day. However, a late start, packs weighing in excess of 60 pounds and a general lack of fitness meant
that this wasn't to be. The trail follows the Silvertip Creek for much of the way and is relatively easy going, except for
Heartbreak Hill, which is a steep detour around a section of gorge. By evening we'd reached the point where the trail
left the creek and with only two hours of daylight left we decided to bivouac for the night. The following day we
continued along the trail heading up the side of the cirque. At one point the trail became 2 little indistinct, resulting
in an hour or so of crashing through thigh-high bushes. Five hours later, we reached our camp at the base of the
cirque, just above the main resurgence for the Silvertip cave system, which was our source of water for the next week.
Mike and Maria arrived early the following morning, having bivvied on the hillside. '

Wednesday was our first caving day, and after looking at the surveys Peter, Charley and I decided to head for Flakey
Cave (the fact that it was only a ten minute walk from camp in no way influenced our decision!). The entrance to
Flakey Cave is a low crawl at the head of a section of coltapsed cave passage. Perhaps the most impressive feature
was the howling draught blowing out of the entrance. This was a blessing while getting changed but was to become
less appealing afler a few hours underground. Charley measured the air temperature underground at 36°F (~2°C).
After the entrance, the cave itself was pretty spacious, consisting mainly of walking passage with the odd climb or
crawl. We followed the survey into the cave until we located our first lead, a 15ft climb. The climb was later to be
described as "desperate” but was worth it, as it lead to a section of walking passage. We followed this, surveying as
we went, over a couple of small climbs, one of which we tackled by building a substantial cairn at the bottom, and
two fairly exposed traverses. We were eventually stopped at the start of some borehole passage, when the clinometer
refused to function! A quick reconnaissance, to warm up, revealed that the borehole headed off to a large chamber.
So, after six hours underground, we headed out having mapped some 250m of virgin passage. That evening Peter
lead us on a tour of the entrances to the Silvertip System. We managed to locate most of the ones we were looking
for, including the 6km long Blood Cave which is not yet connected to the main system, but does have the distinction
of nearly making it through the mountain.

The following day two teams headed into Flakey Cave; Mike, Charley and I were going to map the main borehole that
we had found the previous day, while Peter and Susie were planning to survey a substantial side lead. We were able
to map the main borehole for some 250m, through a number of large chambers, until we called it a day in what was
perhaps the largest chamber we'd seen. Although there was a low crawl leading off at floor level this did not seem to
have as much air as the preceding passage, leading us to suspect that the way on was in the roof This would be
consistent with much of the cave where the way to find air was to stay high. Peter and Susie also had a good day,
mapping their side lead for some 200m before stopping at a section of stooping passage. On leaving the cave, Maria,
Peter and Susie had hiked up to the karst above Flakey cave and located a previously unknown, and still undescended,
20m pit that was blowing good air.

The next day we decided to forgo caving in favour of taking a hike over to the south cirque, in order to investigate the
potential for caving over there. While a number of small caves have been mapped in the south cirque, the area
remains virtually unexplored. It took us a couple of hours to get up to the saddle to the west of Silvertip Mt., from
which we were rewarded with incredible views down into the south cirque itself. As our first goal we headed towards
a large snowfilled sink, some 50m across. We located two entrances in the sides of this sink, the first was taking a
stream from a melting snowbank, so we left it for a day when we all had waterproof caving suits. The second,
Crumbly Cave, was mapped for four stations to a low crawl. From there we headed towards the east of the cirque to



try and locate some of the previously explored caves, however this was only a partial success. Our last goal was to
head further east to the karst above the back of Blood Cave. As mentioned above this cave is nearly through the
mountain so it was hoped that we could locate some pits that might drop into Blood. We did find one potential
entrance but a lack of rope meant that it was left undescended.

Saturday proved to be our last in the cirque. Numerous injuries to feet and knees meant that the original plan of
hiking out in one day was abandoned and instead we decided to allow ourselves two days. We left camp around noon
and reached our camp in the base of the creek around five, having once again failed to find the correct trail, but at
least now we think we know where it is, having eliminated two possibilities! That evening camp resounded to
somewhat high pitched screams as a number of us braved the icy waters of Silvertip Creek for our first bath in five
days. The next day we completed the hike back to the trucks in fairly good time and savoured the beers that we'd left
in the vehicles, before heading to Hungry Horse for a celebratory meal.

As I write this article, Mike has returned to Silvertip with a group of Montana cavers to push some of the many leads
we never checked, this time they are using pack horses to carry most of the gear up the hill! As for the rest of us we
will definitely be returning to the Bob Marshall Wilderness next summer to continue the exploration of this
fascinating area.

CSCC UPDATE

by Julie Hesketh

Below is a report of the recent CSCC meeting I attended on 21 September along with Nikki Robinson
and Huw Jones.

Tynings Barrow Swallet - The entrance lid to Tynings has been damaged and CSCC are currently in
discussion with the landowner regarding access. The gate is being repaired and access should be
restored to groups who approach the landowner at Green Ore for a key. Local Mendlp clubs will not,
(as reported in the recent Wessex Cave Club newsletter) receive a key each. It is unlikely that the
landowner will supply a key to the tenant farmer who lives by the cave, despite requests for him to do
so by cavers.

Compton Martin Ochre Mine - Stabilisation work continues but due to the cave being a bat roost,
CSCC will have to wait until next spring for the next working weekend.

Singing River Mine - Stabilisation of the Singing River entrance shaft is now a priority for CSCC as the
mine is often used for beginners SRT and ladder and line practice.

Priddy Green Sink - Resin hangers are now being installed - and to date hangers are in place up to the
Cowsh Aven pitches.

Conservation Plan for Swildons Hole - Debs of the Wessex is preparing the Conservation plan for
Swildons on request of English Nature. She has prepared it in consultation with Mr Maine the
landowner, It is expected that there will be a consultation period for the document so that all
interested parties including the landowners may have a final comment on proposals although it is
unlikely that the draft plan will call for more onerous access provistons.

NCA Cavers Fair 1997 - The Wessex are considering hosting the 1997 Cavers Fair. Is there any
support for the MCG having some involvement or offering to co-host{fund the event? Any volunteers
or ideas??

Next meeting - 7 December 1996 at the Hunters.



FRAGMENETS FROM FRANCE - 75

by Tony Knibbs

In a moment of reckless optimism, Denise and I accepted the kind offer of a guided through-trip in the Reseau Trombe/Coume
Ouarnede System in the limestone plateau above Arbas in the Pyrences. The system is over 100km long, has now almost 40
known entrances (Henne Morte, Gouffre Raymonde, Trou Mile, Grotte de Peneblanque, etc.) and is 1004m deep. A full through-
trip has never been done, maybe due to the logistics and diving problems involved, but there ar¢ many others available to suit
different levels of skill and endurance.

We had already done the Gouffre de la Henne Morte - Grotte des Commingeois through-trip in 1989 and visited several other
feeder caves since 1983. Serious trips are usually done at speed and by young, fit cavers; this rules us out. However, offered as a
late 60th birthday present by our Speleo Club colleague Jean-Mare Apers, this trip from Trou des Heretiques to Gouffre du Pont
de Gerbaut (PDG) was planned as a leisurely affair between consenting adults and took place on Saturday 20 July.

Leaving a car strategically parked near the PDG/Peneblanque footpath, we parked a second car up at the Fontaine de I'Ours
clearing above Labaderque. It was nearly midday by the time we set off and the kilometre uphill to Heretiques entrance (1300m)
was hot work. With a party of only five we entered the cave at 12h30. The 4m entrance drop was soon followed by dry pitches of
12m, 4m, 12m and 30m into the Reseau des Violettes, a passage descending gently to meet the huge main chamber of Trou du
Vent (TDV). This we followed down the boulder floor and across mud-flats to meet the rift passage coming in from Trou du Mile
on the right, then on down to the boulder~constricted blowhole of le Pertuis at - 165m. Most of the carbide lights blew out as this
obstacle was passed to join the almost-dry TDV streamway. :

A few metres of occasionally stooping-height passage brought us to a splendid 22m pitch, perfectly circular and free-hanging, then
on to a short traverse out to the take-off for a 30m pitch soon followed by another of 35m. We were now accompanied by a smail
stream which disappeared over the lip of the 60m Puits de la Cirue (Flood Pitch!) to which we took the dry alternative, Puits
Cognac of 55m in two almost equal drops. After two more short pitches of 7m and I0m (Cascade des Echelles), the latter
tumbling into a wide, shallow pool, we had reached cur deepest point of the trip at 400m below Heretiques entrance.

The pull-through technique - passing the rope through two hangers with a stop-knot and karabiner on the unloaded side - had
worked well. This is not the place to get stuck between pitches if a storm breaks over the plateau! It was now 16h30 and those on
carbide lights set about replenishing them at the pool because our route now continued up a 10m rope climb in a greasy rift to
reach the dry-as-dust, roomy galeries of the Reseau Bernadette. After an hour of easy going we reached the Puits Jeannot (a 36m
drop back into TDV steamway) at the head of which a handline marked the junction with Gouffre Pierre. At this point we stopped
for "lunch”" at 17h30. Although fossil, the Bernadette passages offered a remarkable display of really weird stalactite shapes.
Theories relating helictites to prevailing currents of air may not be universally accepted, but the draught had certainly encouraged
pendant formations to develop lateral, parallel offsets.

Duly restored, we set off now into the Reseau Michel Juhle - still dry and still roomy. Route markers now kept us on the right
path for PDG and we had the air current for company. Easy walking was briefly interrupted at a handline traverse around a deep
hole in the floor, on the far side of which we stepped down off the rope and on to a patch of floor covered with irregular fragments
of rock - some red, some black - looking strangely artificial. More easy walking scon brought us to the famous "tyrolienne", once a
double rope stretched across a 27m-deep, yawning black hole. This is now a somewhat less hair-raising move along a handline on
the right-hand wall,

The going now involved crossing boulder-floored chambers including the immense Salle Elisabeth Casteret where, at last, the
sound of falling water was heard, A couple of hundred metres on, at 19h00, we halted to make a brief detour down through
boulders to reach the PDG streamway, 50m below, which can be followed downstream (pontonnieres advised) to meet the
incoming wet pitches from Grotte de Peneblanque which offers yet another exit from the system.

Regaining our route, we were now in the Galerie Bugat of PDG proper and beginning the 200m ascent to the surface. A 4m
handline climb then an 1lm pitch led up to a passage of tunnellike appearance, from which an opening on the right and a flat-out
crawl reached a sort of little, draughty grotto. Almost directly overhead, and approached up the steeply sloping wall, was the
awkward squeeze of Chatiere Claude. Claimed to have been enlarged to allow a stretcher to pass, this ‘orrid'ole requires some
acrobatics to enter and one's body reduces the air-duct's cross-section and thereby creates a howling gale.

Once past this obstacle the climb out is straightforward; a 5m pitch is succeeded by two of 20m in jagged rifts, then a short
meandering route leads up into the huge entrance chamber of PDG. Daylight normaliy filters through the entrance arch 60m
overhead, but it was now 22h30 and dark outside. A 13m pitch, a handlined boulder slope then a fine 43m pitch with one rebelay
brought us out into the warm night air. Everybody out by 23h{0.

An hour's walk down to the car underlined my weariness, but the trip had been well worth the effort. The time taken to sort out
the ropes and other gear, back down at Labaderque (where the village fete was going full blast), seemed inordinately long. A two-
hour drive home eventually got us into the Land of Nod at about 04h30 on Sunday morning - a long day, then, having got up at
07h30 on Saturday!



DISCOVERIES JR THE JURGFRAU

by Ian McKechnie

We had chosen an area where the granite of the lower mountain slopes meet a layer of
limestone. After a steep climb on rough rocky ground, we arrived at a promising-looking
entrance, our altimeter showing about 2400 metres. Once inside, we couldn’t believe our luck!
The tunnel stretched upwards ahead of us into the distance, and it looked big enough to take
a traint We pushed on for some time following the main lead. After about a kilometre, the
passage opened out into a massive chamber. The main passage continued upwards from the
far end of the chamber. To the left was a side-passage, from which there was a glimmer of
daylight. we followed it for a short distance and found ouselves on a ledge in a massive north-
facing wall of rock, with a breathtaking view over the valley two thousand metres below.

When we had taken all this in, we returned to the main route and pressed on, still trending
upwards. We were becoming aware now that the air was thinning and breathing was becoming
more difficult. After about two kilometres, we found ourselves in another gallery similar to
the first, again with side-passages. We followed one of these passages and were even more
surprised when it too emerged into daylight, this time in a south-facing rock face above a
glacier, with a number of tunnels leading back into the mountain. We only had 150 metres of
rope with us, so left further exploration of these passages for another day and returned to
the main route. This continued for another 1.5 kilometres, when the system started to
become more complex. We passed numerous chambers and side-passages, many of which
appeared to be inter-linked. It was remeniscent of Swildon’s entrance series, but on a much
larger scale. Now for the first time too, we were seeing signs of water flowing, the majority of
the system so far having appeared dry. After a cursory exploration of this area, we emerged
on what appeared to be the top entrance, our altimeter showing 3500 metres. Near the
entrance was a formation which we named “The Ticket Collector” because of its shape and
position.

To our disappointment, we were also seeing signs that we weren’t the first people here. The
suspicion became stronger when a man approached and said: “X 32217 777 5 w3k ¥ which
we believe is Japanese for “what time is the next train down?” After that, it didn’t take much
to conclude that we had ‘discovered’ the Jungfraubahn, a railway ascending through the heart
of the Eiger to emerge high among the mountains at Jungfraujoch. Oh well, if we don’t have a
cave system to explore, we'll have to climb some mountains instead..........

Team: Ian McKechnie, Brian Snell, Geoff Barton

FUN

Sixty hopefuls are being interviewed for
places on a roadworks course at Sheffield
College which leads to a diploma in.....

digging holes!!

Oops! I thought I was doing Swildon’s
to Priddy Sink but Iv’e} come out
SPOT in Priddy Bath by 'istake.
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MCG doings

ON THE MOVE Victoria Arbizu to Residencial
Feria de Muestras, Bloque #, 4°A, Seville 41020,
Spain Tel: 0034-5-4409519

Richard Cary to Chambre 353 Groupe 1, Cité
Universitaire, 2 Rue d’Alsace, Rennes Cedex
35000, France. {(no telephone no.)

Pete O’Rourke to 61 Killyon Road, Clapham,
London, SWS8 2XS Tel: 0171-627-3199

Jason Picken to... can someone please let the
editor know his correct address?

Denise and Tony Knibbs have a new telephone
no:.- 0033-5-61858232

CONGRATULATIONS to Rupert Knowles on
becoming a full member.

WELCOME to Andrew Shann who has been
accepted as a probationary member.,

AN APPLICATION for membership from
Graham Treliving, 2 Manorcrofts Rd, Egham
Surrey TW20 9LU Tel: 01784-438690 (prop. by
D Tooke, T Francis) will be considered at the
January committee meeting.

EARWIG in on thé committee meeting held
2.11.96... Bone Hole: is closed due to insurance
problems... Upper Flood: A new “double bolt”
lock is being designed similar to the type used
at Red House Swallet. This allows the padlock to
be inside the lid for protection from vandals,
but allows cavers to open the lid from inside
without a key.. Building and contents
insurance: Ron Saunders sent info to M Rowe
some time ago who will now contact Zurich
Municipal for a quote... Wessex tyres: A Spain
has disposed of these.. DCA: } Goddard
attended the Derbyshire Caving Association
meeting, and we are now members..
Charterhouse Centre: John Baker is the new
full-time Warden.

“IT’S ONLY A FLESH WOUNDI” as Monty
Python would say. Several members were
working on the new roof when a roof tile
slipped and struck jon Roberts on the head. He
was taken to Weston-s-m hospital where he
required 6 stitches to a deep, 2% ins long
wound. Yvonne and Martin were waiting for

him at the hospital when a familiar voice said
“Are you responsible for this young man?” and
looked up to see nurse Jane Jarratt! (The BEC
get everywhere!) JR was released on the
understanding that he should come back to
hospital if he exhibited any unusual behaviour.
“Like buying a round!” said Martin. JR and jane
arranged to meet at the Hunters later that
night for a drink. It is not known if he bought a
round. The moral to this story is hard hats
must be worn during all building work.

DYO WORKSHOP on the future management of
the cave, to be held on Sat. 14th December
(tbc) at 7pm, the Copper Beech. Workshop,
slide show, free snacks - if you're a leader or
just interested, come along. There will be an
OFD trip on the Sunday (contact G Beale).

HALF-YEARLY FORUM was poorly attended. Do
members want a meeting next year? Let’s know.
HALF-YEARLY SOCIAL broke even due to good
organisation by Pete Moseley but only 33
people attended. What do members want next
year - barn dance, disco, BBQ; at Priddy Hall or
at the cottage? Again, let us know.

1997 AGM on April 12th. We are proposing to
hold the dinner at Wookey Hole Restaurant,
which we understand seats 80 comfortably in a
sensibly shaped room. Guest beers will be
arranged. Pete Moseley is organising the event,
and bearing in mind the location, we hope to
get a cave diver as the guest speaker.

LIBRARY EXTENSION now has a roof on and
we will soon be fitting it out. We need to know
what facilities members require. Do you want
shelving, cupboards, desks, computer, etc.? How
do you want the library laid out? Do you want
a desk in the centre or against a wall? Do you
want a plan tank or plan chest (for surveys)?
Do you want clear or frosted glass (or no
window at all)? What colour scheme do you
want? Please let the committee know.

EASTER ‘97 Marcus Ward and Geoff Beale have
arranged a long weekend in South Wales based
at Pwil Du Adventure Centre from Friday 28th -
Monday 31st March. The Centre is 5 mins from
Ogof Draenen, for which MCG hold a key. Agen
Allwedd is also bocked and there may be trips
to Ogof Carno and others. For more
information contact Marcus Ward on 01252-
872006, The Centre sleeps 30 and places are
being offered to MCG members first until
January 1st, ‘97, After this date any places not
taken will be offered to other groups.





